TEN TEST QUESTIONS TO DISCERN BIBLICAL ORTHODOXY

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:1-2).

~(|)WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT CHRIST?

Does this teaching demean the person of Christ, undermining His nature, His offices, or min-
istries? “But ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard Him, and have been
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus™ (Eph. 4:20-21). Anything that makes me think less of
my Saviour—the preeminent One—is wrong and | should repudiate it. We cannot speak too
well of the Lord Jesus. We will never be rebuked by heaven for exaggerating His excellencies.

(2)WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT MAN?

Does this teaching elevate man apart from the Crosswork and the believer’s standing in the
Lord Jesus? “For | say...to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). Man was formed by God, deformed by sin, and must
be transformed by grace. To be reformed, the work of false religion, is a hopeless task.

(3) WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR IT?

Does this teaching depend on an obscure verse or a forced interpretation? There are “some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they
do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction™ (2 Pet. 3:16). Most error is truth—
out of place or out of proportion. We begin with the clear truths of Scripture, then move to
the more obscure. Even a child knows where the straight edges go in a puzzle.

(4)DOES IT CONTRADICT THE OVERALL TENOR OF SCRIPTURE?

The Bible is a body of truth. If you throw one vertebra out in your back, does it affect the rest
of the body? It is, after all, only one small bone! God has given us a safeguard against error by

placing balancing truths in His Word. For example, someone who would teach no distinction of
roles between man and woman must face a dilemma: the man-woman order is a mirror image
truth to the Christ-church order (Eph. 5:22-33). Dare they also teach role equality there too?

@DOES IT UNDULY EMPHASIZE THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?

The Lord Jesus made the Spirit's ministry clear: ... The Spirit of truth...will guide you into
all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear...He shall glorify
Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you” (Jn. 16:13-14). The Spirit’s
ministry is like a telescope; you have to know how it works, but the purpose is not to look at it,
but through it. Any movement truly of the Spirit will emphasize, not the Spirit, but Christ.
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(&) DOES IT ENCOURAGE WRONG BEHAVIOR OR THINKING?

“If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is proud, knowing
nothing...from such withdraw thyself” (I Tim. 6:3-5). In his Pastoral Epistles, Paul regularly
links “sound” (healthful) doctrine with right thinking and good behavior. Beware doctrine that
excuses deeds (see Rev. 2:6, 15). Beware elitist philosophies. Beware gnostic know-it-alls.

(7) DOES IT CONFUSE BIBLICAL DISTINCTIONS?

Am | “approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15)? Some of the more common confusions: mixing the tenses of
salvation—I have been, am being, shall be, saved—leading to a “works salvation” theory;
confusing Israel, the Church, and the Kingdom, leading to some trying to live under law (e.g.,
Seventh Day Adventists) and others to try and bring in the Kingdom (e.g., Watchtower Society).

(8) WHERE IS THE EMPHASIS?

Does this teaching focus on the temporal rather than the eternal? The material rather than the
spiritual?’ “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal”
(2 Cor. 4:18). The “health & wealth gospel” places emphasis on the here and now, robbing

rather than enriching us (see warnings in | Tim. 6, distinguishing between gain and godliness).

(3)15 IT A WORLDLY IDEA IN DISGUISE?

Sometimes false doctrine is a thinly-disguised version of a contemporary secular trend. The
Charismatic movement is largely Existentialism in Christian dress. Of course Israel did this—
incorporating pagan Canaanite gods into Hebrew worship. Main line religions have also done
this for centuries. Syncretism, the combining of differing beliefs without critical examination

or logical unity, has allowed pagans to be “converted” without giving up their pagan ways.

(10) WHO ELSE BELIEVES IT?

Paul could give Timothy this litmus test for a final assessment of the things he had heard:
“knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” Paul links the “manner of entering in we had”
to the Thessalonians with “what manner of men we were among you” (I Thess. 1:9, 5). So
ask yourself this about some doctrine: Is it believed by those whom | know to be walking with
the Lord, and to be like the Lord? It should not be the only test, but it should be one of them.
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