


The Up Side of Down

was witnessed to last week, the first
time I can remember. Sherry was a kind-
ly looking lady sitting by the airplane
window, probably in her mid-sixties.

She made a frontal attack. Point blank, she
told me she was a member of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. That was the
last time she mentioned Jesus Christ until I
brought Him back into the conversation.

She recounted her own “conversion.” A con-
fused college student, with a Catholic father and
a Protestant mother, she declared she had found
answers in the Mormon church. It made sense,
she said, that if they had prophets in the Bible
days, we ought to have prophets in our day, too!

She told of her delight with the family orien-
tation (although she was divorced); about the so-
cial closeness—church-sponsored dances and all.
Then came the clincher: “Even if it isn’t true,”
she said with a smile, “it’s been a great life.”

I tried to point out to her that this is only the
anteroom to life, a little blip on the screen of
eternity. It mattered very much whether her be-
lief system was right or wrong., What she be-
lieved now would determine her destiny forever.

Had I studied the Book of Mormon, she
queried. She would be more than happy to ar-
range to have one sent to me.

Well, ves, | had studied the Book of Mormon,
I replied. In college, as she had. But my conclu-
sion had been very different. I had found the
Book and its message fatally flawed.

If she winced inside, she didn’t show it. But
she did want to know why I thought that.

“Surely you believe God is perfect?”

“Yes,” she said.

“And you believe that your good works are
necessary for your salvation?”

“Yes-s-s,” she answered more cautiously.

“Are your works perfect?”

“No, of course not.”

“Don’t you see that this was the reason for the
death of the Lord Jesus at Calvary! He would not
have died if we could save ourselves.”

“But His death makes up the difference for
our imperfect works,” she countered.

[ know it’s
hard to
believe, but
anybody can

“The Lord Jesus was crucified two millennia
ago, and when He died He shouted, ‘It is fin-
ished!” To add to His finished work is an affront
to God of the worst kind.”

“Well, my belief satisfies me,” she finished,
turning to look out at the growing cloud banks.

Then it happened. The big 747 slewed side-
ways. Then it dropped into a hole. And fish-
tailed. And jumped. The seatbelt light buzzed.
Beverage service was suspended. And my neigh-

walk on water bor was gripped with terror.

(if it’s cold
enough).
The problem
starts when
we get into
hot water.

We continued to twist, jerk, and drop at irreg-
ular intervals. My companion, unreasoning fear
etched on her face, leaned over and asked
hoarsely: “I don’t mean to be forward, but can I
hold your arm?”

She clung for most of an hour. The pilot tried
every altitude available, but it was no use. Even-
tually we broke out into smooth, clear air. My

friend dared to relax, leaning back in her seat Q

with a sigh like she had just had a tooth crowned.

I couldn’t help but make the observation.

“I think the Lord gave us an opportunity just
now to experiment with our beliefs. You see the
difference? Your religion, like most, is DO, and
it can’t give you peace. When life goes smooth-
ly, we look pretty much the same, but when the
big bumps come, your peace disappears. If this
plane were to go down, I would go up! For me it
would be ‘far better,” as the Bible says. I have
that peace because I know that it’s all DONE re-
garding my eternal destiny.”

As Sherry sat silently, I explained the way of
salvation simply to her. She thanked me as we
gathered our bags to leave. 1 pray she will find
peace in the Lord’s finished work.

Here is the beauty of the Christian hope.
Nothing is ever out of our God’s control. Noth-
ing is ever lost, even our failures. Peter learned
that, when the Lord took his misery and turned it
into a ministry! “When (not if) thou art restored,”
said the Lord, “strengthen thy brethren.”

If the Lord took the worst thing that ever hap-
pened—the Cross—and turned it into the best
thing that ever happened, there is nothing in your
life that He can’t restore if you’ll let Him. @
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RISE UP & BUILD

Group Travel Information

DECEMBER 30/97-JANUARY 2/98
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN
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We are delighted to see the space filling up so quickly for Rise Up and Build. If you are planning to attend the
conference, but still haven’t registered, please avoid disappointment by making your reservations as soon as possi-
ble. Additional information and registration forms may be obtained by calling the conference hotline: (616) 456-
5123 or via e-mail: riseup@uplook.org.

If you have sent in your conference reservations, and would like to get in on group travel provisions, we advise
you to make the necessary arrangements with your area coordinator, The September issue of Uplook included a list
of people who may be contacted. Here is the updated information:

Peter Aceti

Sid Bhatt

Dave Dunlap
Rajan Eapen
John Gordon
Ron Hampton
Mark Hogan
Russell Horn
Jamie Hull
Doug Kazen
Gerry Keller
Mark Kolchin
Jim Lindamood
Dave Miller
John Reimer
Craig Shakarji
Bill Sloetjes
Harold Summers

TEXAS/OKLAHOMA

FARE
DEPART:

CONTACT:

THERE'S STILL TIME

How ARE You GETTING THERE?

(705) 942-6967
(302) 425 0324
(813) 996-1053
(301) 299-7787
(919) 954-9493
(204) 669-1694
(416) 498-1782
(316) 838-5762
(719) 634-2507
(206) 823-9017
(314) 843-1310
(609) 693-9252
(918) 663-1121
(612) 641-5041
(706) 863-6006
(301) 417-6744
(905) 563-5571
(604) 738-8943

Northern Region, Ontario 4 -
Delaware/Pennsylvania 4
Orlando/Tampa, FL
Maryland
Greensboro/Raleigh, NC
Manitoba, Saskatchewan
Toronto, ON
Wichita/Kansas City, KS
Colorado Springs, CO
Seattle, WA

St. Louis, MO

New Jersey/New York
Tulsa, OK

Minnesota, MN

Augusta, GA
Washington, DC/Virginia
Niagara Region, ON
Vancouver, BC

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

$100 per person (round trip)

Garland Bible Chapel, Dallas, TX
December 29, 1997 12:00 NOON
Bryan Hughes (903) 938-9414
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NORTH AMERICAN NEWS FOR YOUR KNEES

= WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?

The theme for the 1997 Women'’s
Missionary Conference on Saturday,
Nov. | in Painesville, OH, is Where
Your Treasure Is, There Your Heart
Will Be Also (Mt. 6:21). Come to
hear reports of what God is doing.
The expected speakers are: Lois
Turello (Italy); Jane Wolcott
(CMML, France, Zaire); Joyce Finch
(Zambia—report and devotional
speaker). Believers’ Bible Chapel is
located at 12791 Painesville-Warren
Rd., Painesville, OH. For informa-
tion, contact:

Sandy Tobias

Phone: (440) 428-4163 or

Debbie Auld

E-mail: adauld@suite224224 net

> FALL CONFERENCE IN
BRANDYWINE

The Annual Conference at the
Brandywine Bible Chapel in Wilm-
ington, DE, is scheduled for October
31 through November 2. Doug
Kazen, Joe Reese, Alan Parks, and
Neil Dougal have been invited to
share in the ministry of God’s Word.

> METROPOLITAN
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

The saints at Good Tidings
Gospel Hall (345 Malcolm X Blvd,,
Brooklyn, NY) would like to an-
nounce the Metropolitan Missionary
Conference that is planned for Satur-
day, Nov. | from 10:30 aM to 4:30
M. The invited speakers are David
Corbin (MN) and Earl Campbell
(FL). For further details, contact:

James McCall

(718) 994-1318

2 7tH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Christians at the Three OQaks
Bible Chapel in Macon, GA, plan, in

the will of the Lord, to host their 7th
Annual Fall Conference on Novem-
ber 8 from 10 AM until 4 pM. The in-
vited speaker is J. B. Nicholson, Jr.

For further information, call

John Moore

(912) 956-4328

2 TAVISTOCK & AREA

The assemblies in Tavistock and
surrounding areas are planning to
hold a Bible Conference on Novem-
ber 15, 1997, DV. The meetings will
be held at East Zorra Mennonite
Church, Tavistock, ON. The speak-
ers that are expected are Randy
Amos (NY) and Dr. Arthur Garnes
(MD). Call Mike Bastiansen at (519)
475-4528 for details.

2> FATHER/SON RETREAT

The annual Father/Son Retreat
will be held at Camp Iroquoina on
November 7, 8, and 9. The speaker
will be Keith Trevolt from Northside
Bible Chapel in Wichita, KS, Lord
willing. He is the father of three chil-
dren, a conference speaker, elder,
teacher, and cardiology nurse practi-
tioner. His planned topic 1s “Essen-
tial Principles for Living in the Last
Days.” Call Jim Weisbecker at (717)
967-2577 for details or to register.

> MISSIONS CONFERENCE

The Bible Chapel in Tucson, AZ,
announces their 13th Annual Mis-
sions Conference, Nov. 7-9. Speak-
ers expected: Henry Sardinia (MO)
and Fernand Saint-Louis (PQ). The
theme of the conference is The Role
of the Holy Spirit in Missions. For
overnight accommodations, contact:

Mrs. Virginia Prater

458 E. Glenn

Tucson, AZ 86705

(520) 622-3787

2 HORTON HAVEN LADIES

Horton Haven Christian Camp in
Chapel Hill, TN, will host a Ladies
Conference November 7-8, in the
will of the Lord. Nancy Trogdon
(NC) has been invited to speak on
the theme, Come Away My Beloved.
Please call Wendy Phelan at (615)
352-6761 for information.

2 BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM

The Bible Study Program in
Oakville, ON, will meet on Novem-
ber 15 and December 13, the Lord
willing. Classes will be held at
Hopedale Bible Chapel (Oakville,
ON) from 9 AM until 12 noon.

For more information, contact:

Willie Burnett

(905) 634-6345

e-mail: wh.burnett@hwen.org

2 SINGLES® RETREAT AND
CONFERENCE

In a day that promotes a social
gospel and a world that is encroach-
ing on the lives of many professing
Christians, what 1s required to see a
greater devotion to God? Lord will-
ing, at the Singles’ Retreat and Con-
ference on November 21-24 in
Seabrook, (Charleston) SC, speakers
Greg Drake, Skip Elliot, and Dan
Gustafson will address the topic: De-
votion to God. Summerville Bible
Fellowship (Summerville, SC) are
the sponsors of the conference. The
registration fee of $80 covers all ne-
cessities for the weekend.

If you have questions or wish to
register, contact:

Skip or Cathy Elliot

(803) 873-7083

> HOLIDAY GATHERING
The Tampa Bay areca Thanksgiv-
ing conference will be held, DV, on
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Front Lines

November 21-22 at the Holiday
Gospel Chapel, 1842 Grand Blvd.,
New Port Ritchie, FL. The speakers
expected are Donald Norbie (CO)
and Alan Parks (SC). Contact:

John Bromfield

(813) 960-1302

2 FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA

Lord willing, a Missions Confer-
ence will be held at Grace Bible
Chapel (1119 S. Lambert, Fullerton,
CA) on Friday, November 21
through Sunday, November 23. The
times of the meetings will be Friday
7:00 pMm; Saturday 9:00 aM—4:00 pM;
Sunday 8:30 amM=2:00 pMm.

Lunch will be served on Saturday
and there will be an International
Potluck on Sunday.

The Lord’s servants scheduled to
speak are Bruce Collins (IA) and
Doug Kazen (WA). A variety of
seminars will be held on Saturday.

For information or overnight ac-
commeodations, contact:

G. V. Mathai

(562)924-5169 or

Grace Bible Chapel

(714) 77-GRACE

2 MARITIME MEETINGS

The Christians in several assem-
blies in Eastern Canada would like
to extend an ivitation to the meet-
ings that are planned with J. B.
Nicholson, Jr., this fall. Nov. 21-23
will be in Fredericton, NB; Nov. 24-
27 will be in Saint John and Norton,
NB; and Nov. 28-30 will be in Dart-
mouth , NS. For information, contact
Ermie Adsett at (506) 363-3068.

2 THE ASTONISHING
ELEMENTS OF LIFE

A new video on recent scientific
evidence for a Creator has just been

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

released. Using chemical experi-
ments, and the latest scientific in-
sight this 60-minute program pre-
sents an up-to-date challenge to
those who deny a personal Creator.
Professor David Humphreys demon-
strates how the molecules of life
give testimony to a purposeful de-
sign by an intelligent Creator.

Dr. Humphreys, a commended
assembly worker, is Professor Emer-
itus of Chemistry at McMaster Uni-
versity in Hamilton, ON.

For info or to place an order:

Dr. David A. Humphreys

Phone/Fax: (905) 627-4672

Email: humphrey(@mecmaster.ca

2 SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Rest Haven Homes

Rest Haven Homes, a retirement
community and nursing home in
Grand Rapids, MI, is hiring Chris-
tian workers (minimum 16-years
old) in various areas such as house-
keeping, laundry, and the kitchen.

There is need for people to work
as nurse’s aides. A 3-week course
for this position is offered in Grand

Forget Not (Ps. 103:2)

Rapids, the expenses of which are
covered by Rest Haven.

Inexpensive housing within walk-
ing distance can often be arranged
for single workers, upon request.
Transportation to all the meetings of
a nearby local assembly is available.

Also, if anyone living in West
Michigan is interested in volunteer-
ing, there is need for help at the re-
ception desk, answering the phone,
and in the activities department.

To receive an application form or
for further information, call Kathy
Dahnke or Brian Wilson at (616)
363-6819.

Shepherd Retirement Community

Located in the heart of Florida,
this retirement community is near at-
tractions but surrounded by lakes,
golf courses and citrus groves.

A business manager for the retire-
ment community is needed immedi-
ately. The individual would also as-
sist with assembly functions. For a
free video or information, contact:

James D. Dunbar

16 Bradford Blvd.

Frostproof, FL. 33843

(941) 635-5102

2 COMMENDATION
David and Beth Wilson

Fifth Avenue Chapel (Belmar,
NIJ) is pleased to announce the com-
mendation of David and Beth Wil-
son to full time service in the Repub-
lic of Ireland. After two years of
careful prayer and evaluation, the
Wilson’s have shown themselves to
be of sound character and faithful in
their walk with God as well as hav-
ing being servants of God’s people.

They will join the work at the as-
sembly in Kilkenny for Bible teach-
ing and youth ministries, DV.

\4
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What About Little Rock?

spent two weeks recently in Northern Ire-
land. Christians from across the country
gathered in Newcastle for the Northfield
Bible Weeks. The day consisted of morn-
ing ministry meetings, evening prayer meetings
(for almost one hour) followed by a gospel meet-

Is your heart

ing, followed by an open-air gathering at the Sti}‘l’@df(”’ the

town center. The believers spent their days visit-
ing in the area, and many tourists and local peo-
ple were invited to the evening gospel meetings.
A team of young people fanned out through the
countryside, delivering invitations to every door.
Also special children’s meetings were held in
nearby trailer parks and a number of these pro-
fessed to be saved.

A large tent, seating 1,000, had been pitched
in a farmer’s field on the outskirts of the city,
and much prayer had gone up to the Lord about
the effort. Was it any surprise when the Lord
came in with blessing, and quite a number were
saved? The tent was too small the first night,
with 1,200 in attendance.

The prayer time was well attended in the
prayer tent pitched beside the main tent, and the
intercession was heart-felt. The congregational
singing at the meetings was out of this world,
and there was a spirit of expectancy in the audi-
ence as the Word was opened. My heart cries
out: Why not here in North America!

In our last issue of Uplook, we dared to raise
the possibility of 1,000 or so believers gathering

desperate
spiritual need
of North
America?
Could we join
together in its
heartland to
raise the
gospel
standard and
cry out to the
Lord to do a
great thing
among us?

next June, D.V., in Little Rock, Arkansas, for a
concerted gospel outreach. Let me seek to an-
swer some questions that have been raised.

Q. Where is Little Rock anyway?

A. The capital of Arkansas (almost complete-
ly destitute of assembly work to our knowledge)
is within driving range of the bulk of assembly
Christians in North America. About 600 miles
southwest of Chicago, Little Rock is 271 miles
from Tulsa, OK; 352 miles from St. Louis, MO;
418 miles from New Orleans, LA; 346 miles
from Nashville, TN; 314 miles from Dallas, TX;
539 miles from Atlanta, GA; and 615 miles from
Cincinnati, OH.

Q. What size is the city?

A. Little Rock has a population of approxi-
mately 400,000. With about 100,000 homes, 500
pairs of workers could manageably visit every
home in the area (about 35 homes per day) over
a six-day period.

Q. What will it cost per person for this?

A. Not counting travel costs (which could
easily be subsidized by most assemblies, | would
think), we would try to secure college dorms and
a cafeteria for the week. With nine months to
save, a few dollars a week put aside would prob-
ably cover room and board. If the 1,000 prayer
warriors at home wanted a practical investment
in the work, a small gift of about $10 each would
rent a large auditorium for the evening meetings!

Q. What are the dates of the proposed out-
reach?

A. The first week of June, I understand, is
graduation week for many colleges. The second
full week, June 6-13. 1998, DV is being pro-
posed as a good time, before most camps begin.

Further questions will be answered 1n next
month’s Uplook. Keep in touch. Keep praying.

Keep looking up! @
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