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EDITORIAL

“I am the
Lord, I
change not;
therefore ye
sons of Jacob
are not
consumed,”
declared
ft’/mwr/) at
the end of the
Old
Testament
(Malachi
3:6). But
look what He
says at the
end of the

New!

01 Dogs and Men

J. B. Nicholson, Jr.

e took a few hours at the end of
a busy Saturday to take our
W younger children for a little
boat cruise on the Kalamazoo River at the
quaint town of Saugatuck, MI. As the little
paddle steamer edged from the pier, a tan
spaniel deftly loped on board. We later
learned he belonged to the captain/narrator
and his name was Admiral Crackerjacks (the
dog, that is, not the captain).

Our children were delighted with the jour-
ney, noting the scenery and wildlife as it
passed. But their childish chatter seemed to
disturb our captain and he turned several
times to glare in our direction. Were we inter-
rupting his train of thought? No, even when
he was not narrating he looked our way, then
turned back to his duty with an eloquent
shake of the head. Were we overly loud?
Hardly. Having seen his first scowl, we kept
our voices at the quiet end of the scale.

It was merely that children bothered him. I
don’t think it was our children in particular.
Some people seem to have a general bias in
the direction of little people. After all, chil-
dren are still learning how to be neat, how to
be discreet with their voices, how to fit in, in
our adult world. And some children just
don’t learn fast enough for some adults.

Oh, the dog? While the captain glowered
regularly in our direction, Admiral was lying
upside down on his lap, receiving his affec-
tions. I am reminded of the words of Freder-
ick the Great: “The more I get to know peo-
ple, the more I love my dog.” Dogs overlook
our failures, demand nothing but a basic
maintenance agreement, and give affection
with unswerving faithfulness. They have
given to our language the word “dogged” to
describe this constancy, even in trial, and
have earned the title of “man’s best friend.”

God does not share this sentiment. Of
course He feels a loyalty to His creatures. He
included in His laws to men restrictions
against animal cruelty. And hear His plaint
to Jonah over repentant Nineveh: “Should not
I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are

more than sixscore thousand persons that
cannot discern between their right hand and
their left hand; and also much cattle?” (4:11).
Jonah was not concerned about the people;
God was even concerned about the cattle.

Hear, too, the Saviour: “Are not two spar-
rows sold for a farthing? and one of them
shall not fall on the ground without your Fa-
ther. But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows” (Mt. 10:29-
31). It is at the same time humbling and heart-
ening to be compared to “many sparrows.”

Yet for all His sustaining care over His cre-
ation, God's great interest in the universe is
with the sons of men. We are exceedingly
small in the grand scheme of things, yet for
our size we have proved exceedingly trouble-
some. I dare say God has had more difficulty
with us than with all the rest of the universe!
But He does not, will not, give up on us.

Look at these twelve sons of Jacob. Hear
what their own father says of them. Only
grace could turn his words into a “blessing.”
But seemingly that is what grace has in mind.
For long after men have “had done” with
those ill-fated patriarchs, when monsters like
Pharaoh, Haman, and Herod and Hitler and
the Great Antichrist, too, have tried to eradi-
cate Jacob’s boys and their seed; after a multi-
tude of theologians have tried at least to erad-
icate their hope of restoration by spiritualiz-
ing them out of Ezekiel 48 and Romans 11
and Revelation 7; after all this, God will have
the final say.

With what soul-stirring, mind-boggling,
heart-stopping gasps of celestial air we read
the description of the New Jerusalem! Look!
There, on the twelve gates of pearl! Those
troublesome twelve, their troubles long past
(and ours as well), having their names en-
graved on the city gates! Only God would
think of such a thing—putting the prodigals’
names on the portals through which they
came home to the Father! How could they—
and we—not feel at home there!

P.S. “Without are dogs” (Rev. 22:15). @
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NORTH AMERICA

B oni Lines

For Prayer & Praise

75th ANNIVERSARY

The Christians at Maplewood
Bible Chapel (St. Louis, MO) plan
to celebrate their 75th anniver-
sary on Saturday, Oct. 26 from
2:00 - 6:00. They invite you to join
them for a time of fellowship,
friendship, and refreshment.

RADIO CONFERENCE

Family Bible Hour announces
its Annual Radio Conference,
Oct. 26. Sessions begin at 10:00
aM and conclude at 3:30 PM. This
year’s conference will feature Dr.
James Naismith, Mr. Greg Harris
and Mr. Arnot McIntee. Brian
MacDonald will provide music
ministry.

The day’s event will take place
at the Renaissance Convention
Center, 3045 South Creek Rd.,
Mississauga, ON.

For more information, please
call the office at (800) 567-1218.

FEASTS OF JEHOVAH STUDY

The believers at Parkside Bible
Chapel (Everett, WA) would like
to invite you to a series of
thought-provoking, informal
studies on the Feasts of Jehovah.
The Tuesday evening sessions
will be led by Doug Kazen, be-
ginning at 7 PM and continuing
until around 8:45. The scheduled
dates are: October 22, 29, Novem-
ber 19, 26 and December 17.

TUCSON CONFERENCE
Tucson Bible Chapel (AZ) will
be holding their annual missions
conference Nov, 1-3, 1996, in the
will of the Lord. Speakers expect-
ed are Ron Harris (Mexico) and
Charles Fizer (Emmaus) to cover
the theme, “How effective is cor-
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respondence ministry in spread-
ing the Word of God?”
Accommodations are available
and encouraged. Please contact:
Jim Yencarelli
2324 N. Norton Ave.
Tucson AZ 85719
Phone: (520) 795-3194

BIBLE/SCIENCE CAMP

Camp Sunrise (Fairmount,
GA) will host its second Week-
end Family Camp November 1-3.
These weekends are centered
around discovering the laws of
science as they illustrate Bible
truths and feature special pro-
jects and experiments for chil-
dren ages 8-16. Excellent Bible
teaching and fun for all ages
should make this weekend bene-
ficial for the whole family. The
cost per adult is between $35 and
$50. Children receive a discount.

For further information:

Camp Sunrise Planetarium &

Science Museum

1427 Slate Mine Rd., SE

Fairmount, GA 30139-2835

Phone: (706) 337-2775

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

The Florida Leadership Con-
ference is scheduled for Satur-
day, Nov. 2, 1996, 10:00 am - 4:00
PM at the Holiday Inn in Vero
Beach (Rt. 60 & [-95). P. William
Davis (Hillsborough College) is
to be the speaker. Contact:

Robert Harper

(407) 831-6110

GOOD TIDINGS

Lord willing, Henry Sanchez
(NY) and Chris Schroeder (MI)
will be the speakers at the
Metropolitan Missionary Confer-

ence on November 2 from 10:30
AM until 4:00 pM. The conference
will be held at the Good Tidings
Gospel Hall (345 Malcolm X
Blvd., Brooklyn NY). Contact:
James McCall
(718) 994-1318

CALLING FATHERS & SONS

The annual Father/Son retreat
at Camp Iroquoina will be held
Nov. 8-10, 1996. Jim VanDuzer is
the scheduled speaker. Fathers,
treat your sons to a wonderful
weekend at the camp which is
situated on 200 acres of the End-
less Mountains of Northeastern
Pennsylvania. For further info:

Jim Weisbecker

(717) 967-2577

MISSIONS CONFERENCE

Lord willing, a missions con-
ference will be held at Grace
Bible Chapel (Fullerton, CA)
Nov. 22-24. Scheduled speakers
are Alex Sutherland (Surrey, BC)
and Bill Stevenson (Aurora, IL).
A variety of seminars will be
held on Saturday.

For information or overnight
accommodations, contact:

G. V. Mathai

(310) 924-5169

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM

The assembly in York, PA, has
started its ninth year of monthly
Bible studies. On the weekend of
Nov. 8-9, Steve Hulshizer plans
to study 1 Corinthians in four
sessions and Bruce Hulshizer
will discuss the topic of eternal
punishment in one session. On
Dec. 13-14, Randy Amos hopes to
cover the book of Hebrews in
four sessions and Keith Keyser




Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

Forget Not (Ps, 103:2)

will address the subject of the
Trinity. The Friday evening ses-
sion begins at 8:00 and the Satur-
day morning session is sched-
uled for 8:45.
For more information, call:
(717) 764-5979

A DAY IN TAVISTOCK

The Christians at the assembly
in Tavistock (William & Oxford
Sts.) would like to extend an invi-
tation to their conference sched-
uled for Nov. 16. The Lord will-
ing, Rick Jelley and Steve Hul-
shizer will be the speakers.

If you need further details:

Paul Booker

(519) 669-8362

GIVE THANKSGIVING

The Carrollwood Bible Chapel
(Tampa, FL) will be hosting a
Thanksgiving Bible Conference
on Nov. 22-23, 1996. The theme
for this year’s conference is “Be-
hold He Cometh.” Roy Hill (Eng-
land) and Dr. Arthur Garnes
(MD) will be speaking. There will
be a meal and nursery for babies
provided. Contact:

John Bromfield

16202 Pebblebrook Dr.

Tampa, FL 33624

(813) 960-1302

OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
Are you looking for Bible
study ideas for your assembly?
Fairhaven Bible Chapel (San
Leandro, CA) hosted a Bible
study program this past summer
that gave an overview of the Old
Testament. It was organized by
Jeff Lanet. Six teachers presented
outlines of the individual books
plus a summary of their contents,
in fifteen hours of lectures, using
materials from Walk Through the

Bible, as well as the instructors’
own study materials.

The program was held on two
Saturdays and one Friday
evening. Conventional wisdom
would have been pessimistic
about gathering students during
the warm weather months but as
it turned out, over ninety people
enrolled, mostly young people.

The response was enthusiastic.
Now there is a strong sentiment
to follow up the classes with a
New Testament survey.

ADDRESS CHANGE

Craig and Gwynne Funston
have had their area code and
mailing address changed:

391 Puett Ranch Rd.

Kamloops, BC V2H 1M9

(250) 578-7707 (home)

(250) 376-7705 (chapel)

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
® Rest Haven Home

Rest Haven is an assembly-
based nursing home in Grand
Rapids, ML They offer a variety
of care levels ranging from com-
plete care to independent apart-
ments for almost 100 peaple.
Currently they are looking for
Christians to fill employment
openings in housekeeping, main-
tenance, nursing, etc.

For further information, please
contact Brian Wilson or Kathy
Dahnke at (616) 363-6819.

¢ Burkehaven Christian School
There is an immediate open-
ing for a headmaster/teacher at a
well-established assembly-spon-
sored elementary school using A
Beka and Bob Jones curriculum.
A college graduate is preferred;
commendation from your assem-
bly would be helpful. Contact:

James Gay

Burkehaven Christian School
498 Park Dr.

Waynesboro, GA 30830

(706) 554-2822 (school)

(706) 554-5178 (home)

e Emmanuel Bible Camp

Emmanuel Bible Camp (PEI,
Canada) is looking for a husband
and wife team to manage the
camp for the summer season
which runs from Junep 4 5
1 until Aug. 31. Prayerful consid-
eration is appreciated. Contact:

Ron MacDougall

18 Karen Dr.

Charlottetown, PEI C1E 1V3

Phone: (902) 566-2024

COMMENDATIONS
¢ Gary Goodkey

The believers at Marathon
Bible Chapel (Marathon, ON)
have recently commended Gary
Goodkey for one more year to
the Lord’s work in Matheson,
ON. Gary will be assisting the
work at Matheson Gospel Chapel
and with other assemblies in
northeastern Ontario.

* David and Lubana Fleming

David and Lubana were com-
mended to work at the Christian
school and the Manarah Book-
store in Lebanon by the Carriage
Hill Bible Chapel in Lansing, MI.
With their children, Susanna and
Josiah, the Flemings left for
Lebanon on September 19.

There is a need for teachers
and workers at the school in
Lebanon. It is difficult for Ameri-
cans, especially singles, to get
visas at this time. All other na-
tionalities—including Canadi-
ans—are getting visas easily.

u]
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THE WORLD

Needed: Intercessors

iahat’s Going On?

TUNNEL OPENED
IN JERUSALEM

On orders from Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
the north end of a tunnel that
stretches 500 yards from the
north end of the Western Wall
plaza to the Via Dolorosa opened
on September 24 in a secret pre-
dawn excavation. Because two-
way traffic was impossible (in
places the tunnel narrows to
three feet) and the Palestinians
objected to it, access was only
available to small groups with
registered guides. About 400,000
tourists per year are expected to
see a First Century road, perhaps
walked by the Lord Himself.

LIBERIA: NOTHING LEFT

Life in Liberia remains nasty,
brutish, and short, despite the
cease-fire. Monrovia, the capital
city of a million people, has been
picked clean by young guerrilla
fighters and other looters. Relief
agencies, tired of being special
targets, have mostly left. “We've
been working here for ten years,
and everything is gone,” said a
Lutheran missionary who was
evacuated in April. “It was too
soon to come back. It may never
be time to return.”

BLESSING IN HAWAII

Dennis and Grace Medeiros
report from Pearl City, Hawaii,
that they have seen a growth in
the group of believers who meet
Sundays for the Lord’s Supper
and Bible Study. They now meet
every other Friday evening for
prayer. Seven people were bap-
tized in the past month (five men
and two women).

ISLAMIC LAWS REVIEWED

Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad of Malasia, facing a surge
in Islamic fundamentalism has
called for a review of Islamic
laws. “The most important aspect
of Islamic justice is equity and
forgiveness,” he said. “Today, in
the formulation and enforcement
of Muslim laws, the tendency is
to be as harsh as possible.

BACK TO THE FUTURE?

Belarus appears to be headed
back to Soviet-style rule. Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko has
outlawed the formation of all
new businesses and ordered ex-
isting enterprises to be registered
by the year end. Calling en-
trepreneurs “thieves,” he stated,
“The state and only the state will
run our country, our economy.”
Earlier this year police broke up
an anti-Lukashenko demonstra-
tion with gas and clubs.

MINISTRY TO IRAQIS

Ministry to the 400,000 Iraqi
refugees in Jordan continues. Jor-
danian believers have opened
special schools for refugee chil-
dren. Recently they distributed
copies of “The Bible for All
Ages” to each family at one
school. The volume presents 365
Bible stories in simplified Arabic.
The Bible Society, at the request
of Christians in Iraq, recently
shipped 10,000 copies of the Bible
storybook to Baghdad. In the last
year the Bible Society distributed
more Scriptures in Iraq than in
any other year.

HIS WORD IN SENEGAL
Paul and Carol Bramsen have

been encouraged by many letters
received in response to “The Way
of Righteousness” radio pro-
gram. A great number of listen-
ers are Muslims—some even live
in the “impenetrable city” of
Touba, the “Mecca” of Senegal.
Christians are asked to join the
Bramsens in prayer concerning
the possible expansion of the
radio ministry. Worldwide Radio
HCJB has asked them to consider
producing a daily Wolof pro-
gram (5-6 days per week) on the
most listened-to national station.

FOOD: YIELD SIGNS

Despite recent reports of food
shortages and higher commodity
prices, most scientists expect
food supplies to be sufficient to
meet the world’s growing de-
mand for at least the next 25
years. “We are still in the greatest
period of agricultural transfor-
mation the world has ever seen,”
stated agronomist Donald Pluck-
nett to the Wall Street Journal.
“Yields are still going up rapidly
around the world, and those
places that aren’t posting gains
are facing wars” or economic re-
structuring, Continued innova-
tion, however, is the key. “With-
out that, we’re dead,” Luther
Tweeten of Ohio State said. @

CORRECTION

In July, we published an
incorrect e-mail address to
receive current missionary
prayer requests online. The
correct address is:
majordomo@spare.cns.utoronto.ca
Indicate “subscribe mtn”
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Genesis 37:1-17

A higher
power than
man’s was
working,”
writes E W,
Grant, “in
Joseph's case.
The path of
humiliation
was to end
for him in

glory.”

Joseph—Beloved and Haled

W. Ross Rainey

Graham Scroggie, the widely
bl known preacher and author,
W rote of Joseph, “...Of all He-
brew characters, he is the most perfect type of
Christ. We see him in three aspects: first, as
the princely son; second, as the patient sufferer;
and third, as the people’s saviour. Was not
Christ all this?""!

More is told about Joseph than any of the
patriarchs, the Holy Spirit’s biography of him
being one of the greatest accounts of divine
sovereignty.

W. H. Griffith Thomas has commented on
the value and importance of the story of
Joseph from a fourfold standpoint:

1. It throws light on divine providence;

2. It supplies the reader with important
historical information about the Hebrews;

3. It affords a splendid example of personal
character in its portrayal of Joseph;

4. It provides a striking series of typical
pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ.2

Regarding Thomas’ fourth point, the Bible
never describes Joseph as a type. However, it
is noteworthy that Arthur W. Pink lists 101
correspondences between Joseph and the
Lord Jesus, and Ada Habershon lists 121.2

In our Scripture passage of Genesis 37:1-17,
two main things are brought before us re-
garding Joseph. He was loved by his father
and hated by his brothers.

JoserH BELOVED OF His FATHER (37:1-3)

Genesis 36, which concerns the generations
of Esau, is something of a parenthesis in the
overall story. Scroggie points out that “At the
beginning of this chapter Joseph is in Canaan;
at the end he is in Egypt, and in this way
preparation is made for the transformation of
the household and tribe into a nation.”4

The account opens when Joseph was sev-
enteen years old (v. 2), always an age of great
importance in a young person’s life. We also
note from verse 2 that Joseph was shepherd-
ing the flock with his brothers. The sons with
whom he was particularly associated were

Bilhah’s sons, Dan and
Naphtali (30:5-8), and
Zilpah’s sons, Gad
and Asher ( 30:9-13).

Just what the “evil
report” was about, we
don’t know, nor do
we know whether JESEFH
Joseph’s action was
right or wrong, although it would seem that
his first responsibility was to his father, and
in this light he acted properly. It may be that
Joseph brought in the evil report about his
brothers because of the glory of God, being
ashamed that God’s name was being blas-
phemed among the inhabitants of the land by
reason of their wickedness, or perhaps he was
just jealous for the family name, which had
already been disgraced (34:30).

Jacob’s experience of favoritism in his
youth seems to have taught him nothing. He
doted on Joseph, the son of his old age, and
he showed his favoritism by the “varicolored
tunic” he gave to his next to youngest son,
marking him out as superior and expressing
Jacob’s intention to make him pre-eminent
above his brothers. A similar garment is de-
scribed in 2 Samuel 13:18, a dress of Tamar,
King David's daughter, thus referring to royal
apparel. At any rate, we are not surprised at
the unhappiness registered by Joseph'’s broth-
ers.

This brings us to the second thing in our
passage:

JoserH HATED BY His BRETHREN (37:4-17)

Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him? Three
reasons are giver

1. Because of his evil report of them;

2. Because of his father’s favoritism;

3. Because of his dream:s.

For all this they hated him with a growing
hatred (see vv. 4, 5, 8).

At this point we need to focus on two fac-
tors:

Joseph's revelation of his dreams (37:5-10).
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