


EDITORIAL

Tie CASE OF THE ROLLED CARPET

|. B. NICHOLSON JR.
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NE OF THE hotly debated issues today con-
cerns the plight of the homeless. Statistics
vary dramatically; but of course homeless
people are not statistics. Statistics do not live
in abandoned cars or eat from dumpsters; people do.

From where have these unfortunates come? Many
have fled dysfunctional home situations or, like the
prodigal, have rebelled against proper restraints, think-
ing the dark streets of the far country a better place for
their chosen life-style. Scores were released from men-
tal health facilities as a result of pressures brought to
bear by social liberals. Some are single mothers look-
ing for alternative places to stay. Others have literally
drunk or drugged themselves out of house and home.

Whatever the reasons, the situation is tragic. I'm
thankful for some of the efforts to change things for the
better. But “the poor ye have always with you,” and it
is an endless battle.

While not wishing to minimize this tragedy, the ulti-
mate homelessness awaits those who will not receive
the Father’s invitation to join the prodigal in His
House. “Wandering stars,” they will be, “to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness forever.” Can any-
one think the thought and not shiver in his soul?

I know Someone who became “a homeless Stranger
in the world His hands had made.” He understood, as
no one ¢lse, the desperate plight of the truly homeless.
The planet on which they lived was not their home.
Ever since they had turned their backs on Eden, on God
Himself—the true home of the soul—the human race
had wandered, looking, looking for some place they
could call home.

But they were only tenants here, and they knew it. It
was just a matter of time until they would move again,
this time to what Solomon dryly called their “long
house.” But even that would not be home.

This Stranger had a plan so bold that no one but
God could have thought of it (Rom. 11:33-36). It was a
brilliant stroke but a costly one, one that would bring
the Architect of the Ages into time. He, who came to
make heaven the forwarding address of members of a
fallen race, would be found in the morning rising from
His hillside bed where His only blanket had been the

starlit heavens He had made. And as His sun rose in the
sky, He went about inviting any who would come to
enjoy heaven’s hospitality. Amazingly, few responded.

Eventually this rebel race had enough of His telling
them that the other world was waiting. Of all things,
they decided to send Him back!

The night the blood-red fruit of the conspiracy came
to the plucking, the Stranger gathered a few of those
who had accepted the invitation to live with Him. It
was then that He broke the news to them. Shocking
news! They could not come with Him now. He was
going on ahead (Jn. 13:33-36). What would they do?

He must go on ahead to prepare a place for them, a
place where they would feel at home. This “mansion”
would be a mone (pronounced mon-ay), an abiding
place. They would be moving in there to stay, and it
would feel like home, like no other home has felt.

Back in our newlywed days (20 years ago this
month), we bought some carpet for our bedroom. The
heat registers were in the floor, and, coming from a
long line of frugal Scotsmen, I was reluctant to cut
holes in the carpeting,. So I rolled it back to let the heat
into the room. It was that way for a ridiculously long
time. I thought we might take the carpet with us to our
next home. But eventually I did the deed.

When we did move on to another place, we left the
old carpet there. But as long as we lived there with the
carpet rolled back, I guess I never really felt that it was
an abiding place. In the back of my mind, I had plans
to move somewhere else. It all seems silly now. But as
I look back on it, I wonder if it wouldn’t be a good idea
to have a few carpets rolled back somewhere in my
heart, to remind me that this isn’t my final home.

In the meantime, the Lord would not leave His own
as orphans. As He was getting heaven ready for them,
He would, by His Spirit, be getting them ready for
heaven. He would make us the home-away-from-Home
for His Father and Himself! If we only would follow
His simple directives, we could have these heavenly
Guests feel at home there! Father, Son, and Spirit
would abide (meno) with us until it was time to move
to our real home. And, of course, knowing that would
keep the carpets rolled back.
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YOur MeTHODS CONVEY A MESSAGE

“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come
with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to
you the testimony of God. For I determined to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in
much trembling. And my message and my preaching
were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith
should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power
of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5).

N THESE striking terms, Paul

describes his experience at

Corinth. It plainly declares

that he was guided by the
Holy Spirit, not only as to his message,
but as to the way he presented it.

The apostle was quite able to speak above the
heads of his hearers and impress them with his supe-
rior education. Had he not attended the school of
Gamaliel? But many of those in his audience were nei-
ther wise nor noble.! Christ personifies both the power
and wisdom of God.? Superiority in human speech
would be an intrusion.

It is natural for people to become bonded to the
things to which they are exposed in the early days of
their spiritual life. They not only absorb the message,
but, subconsciously perhaps, also the method used in
its presentation. The conduct of God’s servants can ei-
ther underline or obscure the word of the gospel. To
subtly parade your natural talent or spiritual gift is to
invite your converts to do the same. Pride begets pride.

But someone might say, “What does it matter as
long as people get saved?” It matters a lot. The faith of
the converts then rests in part upon the wisdom of
men—a most undesirable result. Their understanding
of the way God’s work should be carried on would
give too much place to human wisdom and their future
service would be colored by confidence in the flesh
rather than in the power of God.

All of this shows that the methods we usc are almost
as important as the message we bring. In fact, the
methods become part of the message.

AFALSE START

Wrong methods can get people to the starting line,
but when the pistol is fired they may be in the wrong
lane as far as their lives are concerned—their course
prejudiced by the mixed message they have received.
We have told them to trust only in the Lord, but if our
method emphasizes higher education, slick organiza-
tion, and the expenditure of large sums of money, we
have done them a grave disservice. Human wisdom and
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YOUR METHODS CONVEY A MESSAGE
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resources have been given too prominent a place. Their
usefulness to God will be impaired.

TRUE DISCIPLING

We should remember that we are not told to go and
win converts merely but “to make disciples.”? Disci-
ples need an example to follow; they result from a
faithful pattern, not merely fearless preaching. Paul and
his companions gave them such a pattern by the way
they conducted themselves: “You know what kind of
men we proved to be among you for your sake. You
also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having re-
ceived the Word in much tribulation with joy of the
Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”™

Does our life-style commend the truth we preach?
Do people see in us a faithful pattern to follow? Do the
methods we employ set forth the value of modern mar-
keting skills or of dependence on the Lord?

The way we speak and act will either underline or
undermine what we are seeking to communicate, and
converts are the product of what they see us doing as
well as what they hear us saying. For example, people
need to see us living by faith in the Lord as well as
talking about it. (Perhaps that is why so many trials are
experienced by God’s choicest servants.) People need
to see the truth as well as hear it preached.

VALUABLE THORNS

Paul’s methods provided fertile soil for the growth
of vigorous faith in the experience of those who came
under his influence. At times this desirable result might
have been prejudiced because of the great privileges
granted to him and there was a danger that God’s ser-
vant might promote himself. Therefore he was given a
“thorn in the flesh” to keep him from self exaltation.’
That shows how important it is to God that even the
choicest of His servants not intrude himself or his
methods where the Lord alone is to receive the glory.
Peter says: “Whoever serves, let him do so as by the
strength that God supplies; so that in all things God
may be glorified; through Jesus Christ, to whom be-
longs the glory and dominion forever and ever.”¢

Kate Wilkinson may have been thinking of those
words when she wrote:

“May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,

So that all may see I triumph
Only through His power.”

It would be a great mistake to swing the other way,
of course, putting a premium on ignorance or lack of
education, as if those things qualified a person to be a
“vessel for honor . . . useful to the Master”? The real
issue is not how much natural talent, education, or even
spiritual gift a person has or does not have, but how
much confidence that person puts in the Lord.

God’s work is a work of faith, a spiritual warfare,
and His eyes search the earth looking for those whose
hearts are set on trusting only in Him.8 The more our
means and method are impressive in the eyes of natural
men and women, the less likely they are to be convict-
ed of their spiritual poverty and of the bankruptcy of
their own resources. After all, are we not trading in
their currency?

The Lord’s service demands that our spirit, soul,
and body be at His disposal. To serve Him may mean
that we will experience spiritual weariness, emotional
drain, and physical tiredness. We may often need to be
reminded of our own frailty. “I labored even more than
all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”®

It is to be expected that God will use the talents or
gifts with which He has endowed us, but even these
can be a hindrance in the Lord’s work if they are not
employed in submission to Him. The message that
calls men to put faith in Christ is best presented by
those whose methods demonstrate confidence in Him
alone.

REFERENCES:

1.1 Cor. 1:26

2.1Cor. 1:24

3. Matt. 28:19

4, 1 Thess. 1:5-7

5.2 Cor. 12:7

6. 1Pet. 4:11

7.2 Tim. 2:21

8. 2 Chron. 16:9 (paraphrase)

9.1 Cor. 15:10. Actual quotations are from the New
American Standard Version., © The Lockman Founda-
tion.

Copies of this tract free of charge from:

Mr. C. Anderson
1877 Dumont St., London, ON N5W 283 @
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CONFERENCE IN ONTARIO

The Straffordville Gospel Hall,
(ON), will be holding their annual
conference in the will of the Lord
on June 26-27, 1993. Schedule of
meetings: Saturday, June 26—Min-
istry at 2:30 and 7:00. Sunday, June
27—DBreaking of Bread at 10:30;
Sunday School at 1:45; Ministry at
3:00; Gospel Meeting at 7:00. All
meetings will be held at the Straf-
fordville Community Center. For
more information, contact:

Robert Humphrey

(519) 688-6802

CONFERENCE IN
THE CLOUDS

The 36th Annual Skyland Bible
Conference will be held at
Covenant College, near Chat-
tanooga, TN, on July 3-9, 1993,

Returning to Skyland for 1993
are J. Philip Morgan (FL) and J. B,
Nicholson Jr. (MI). The Praise
Four Quartet from Charlotte, NC,
will also be ministering. Contact:

Skyland Bible Conference

P.O. Box 754

Jamestown, NC 27282

(919) 454-4927 thru July 1, 1993

Then phone (706) 820-1560

MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE

David Glock will be the speaker
at the 37th Annual Mid-South Bible
Conference. Horton Haven Chris-
tian Camp will be hosting the con-
ference on July 11-16. Contact:

John E. Phelan

PO Box 90051

Nashville, TN 37209

(615) 352-1745

PELKIE ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

The Pelkie Gospel Hall (Pelkie,
MI) will be hosting their annual
conference on July 17-18. A prayer
meeting is scheduled for July 16 at
7:30 pM at the Hall. All other meet-
ings will be held at the Alston
Town Hall (1/4 mile north of M38
on Alston Ave.). Contact:

Samuel McClung

Box 194

Pelkie, MI 49958

(906) 338-2697

OZARK CAMPING

Ozark Family Camp will again
be held this year at Turkey Hill
Ranch Bible Camp in Freeburg,
MO. Lord willing, there will be two
weeks of ministry and fellowship
for the whole family with J. B.
Nicholson Jr. and other speakers.
The dates for the camp are July 31-
August 6 and August 7-13. For
more information, contact:

Ozark Family Camp

P.O. Box 691854

Tulsa, OK 74169-1854

SUMMER VACATION

Plan to spend a week of your va-
cation at the CMML-Greenwood
Hills Conference. The conference
will be held on July 31-August 8,
1993. Expected speakers are Jim
Cochrane (Dominican Republic),
Stan Warren (England), Floyd
Schneider (Austria), and others. For
more information, contact:

Greenwood Hills

7062 Lincoln Highway East

Fayetteville, PA 17222

FAMILY CONFERENCE

West Virginia Bible Conference
is held each year in scenic and
breathtaking surroundings near
Bluestone Lake, WV. The confer-
ence will be held this year from Au-
gust 8-14,

Speakers expected are: Arnot
Meclntee and Steve Hulshizer. For
more information:

Gary Pavelko

WYV Bible Conference

30 Tyler Street

Westover, WV 26505

SPREAD THE WORD

August 30-September 3, 1993,
are the dates for the Spread the
Word Bible Conference at Green-
wood Hills, PA. The theme is “The
Person and Work of Christ.” Speak-
ers expected are Randy Amos (NY),
Liddon Sheridan (AL), and Rex
Trogdon (NC). For a conference
brochure and reservation informa-
tion, write:

Spread the Word, Inc.,

2721 Oberlin Drive,

York, PA 17404

CONFERENCE IN
WORCESTER

On Saturday, September 285,
1993, CMML will be hosting a con-
ference on the theme, “The Glory
Due Unto His Name—Psalm 96.”
Speakers expected are: Randy
Amos (NY) and J. Philip Morgan
(FL). The conference will be held
from 10:00 AM. to 4:00 pM at:

Bethany Gospel Chapel

242 Clark Street

Worcester, MA
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FALL CONFERENCE

Plan ahead for a fall conference
at Mt. Hermon Conference Center,
located 75 miles south of San Fran-
cisco. The California Bible Confer-
ence will hold their 26th Annual
Conference on October 11-15,
1993. Speakers expected: David
Reed (Dubuque, IA) and David
Adams (ON). Contact:

Henry Kamena

1400 West 13th St., Sp. 91

Upland, CA 91786

(909) 985-0437

RADIO CONFERENCE

The 34th Annual Radio Confer-
ence of the Family Bible Hour will
be held on Saturday, October 30,
from 10:30-4:30. Speakers expected
are Gaston Jolin and Amot Mcln-
tee. In addition, comments will be
made by Ron Hughes and special
singing by Neville Eccleston.
Lunch will be served between the
morning and afternoon sessions.
Plan to spend an enjoyable day with
the Family Bible Hour,

Conference location:

Renaissance Convention Center

3045 South Creek Road

Mississauga, ON

A FIFTY-FOUR YEAR WALK
WITH THE LORD

Edmund Gordon Byne was born
September 1, 1917, in Waynesboro,
GA, a small town thirty miles south
of Augusta. Ed was born again in
the spring of 1939 under the power-
ful gospel preaching of Vance
Havner.

During World War 11, Ed served
as an officer in the Army. No matter
where he was stationed, he always
managed to find a group of believ-
ers for worship and fellowship.
Such a group met together at Ft.

Sill, OK, in 1943, and they are still
in contact with one another today.

Shortly after establishing their
home in Waynesboro, Ed began a
home Bible study with the help of
several brethren. Later a Bible study
taught by Virgil Hollingsworth was
started in the Byne home and many
townspeople attended.

In the spring of 1953, Lester
Wilson held gospel meetings in the
area and several people were saved.
On August 31, 1955, the saints
gathered to remember the Lord for
the first time in Burkehaven
Chapel. Claude Brown, Ed Byne,
and Bud Stroud were selected as
trustees and later recognized as el-
ders. Through the years, Ed func-
tioned in many capacities. In his de-
sire to minister for the Lord, he
served as correspondent, secretary
and treasurer, and groundskeeper
for the chapel.

Ed had open heart surgery
March 16, 1993, and never recov-
ered. On March 30, he passed into
the presence of the Lord. He is sur-
vived by his wife Nell, sons Ed Jr,,
and Richard, daughter Marynell
Byne Kimbrough, and eight grand-
children.

Those participating in the memo-

rial service were Robert Love, Gor-
don Perry, Les Rainey, Wm.
Gustafson, and G.P. (Bud) Stroud.
An overflow crowd, representing a
cross-section of the entire commu-
nity, indicated how much he will be
missed. He was bold in sharing the
gospel. He was always at the meet-
ings of the local assembly and his
home was open to the Lord’s peo-
ple all through the years. “Thou
shalt be missed, because thy seat
will be empty” (1 Sam. 20:18).

WALL TO WALL

The first Ontario Workers” & El-
ders’ conference was held May 4-6,
1993. The warm hospitality of the
Wallenstein Bible Chapel and other
area assemblies hosted approxi-
mately 100 workers and elders from
Ontario, Quebec, Michigan, and
New York.

The encouraging theme,
“Strength for Service,” was the
basis of messages given by Dr.
James Naismith, Mr. Joe Reese, Mr.
Colin Anderson, Mr. Patrick Long,
and Mr. Robert Johnston. A variety
of afternoon sessions on Commen-
dation, Emmaus Courses, Comput-
ers, Taxation, together with the tes-
timony of Mr. Peter Kerr, about his
journey from the Anglican church
to the assemblies, completed the
conference agenda.

The unanimous agreement of all
attending the conference encour-
aged the committee to conclude that
this should be an annual event. Mr.
Ross Rainey and Mr. Jim Mec-
Kendrick have both agreed to be the
keynote speakers for the 1994 con-
ference to be held May 3-5, 1994, at
a location to be announced.

HER LABOR HAS CEASED
In February, at the age of 91,
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Lois McCully passed into the pres-
ence of her Lord.

She married Theophilus McCul-
ly in 1922 and had three children.
One of these children, Ed McCully,
was martyred by Auca Indians in
Ecuador in 1956.

She was a faithful laborer and
opened her home on many occa-
sions, to the Lord’s servants. She
will be greatly missed.

COMMENDATION

The believers at the Bethany
Christian Assembly, (Richmond,
BC) are happy to commend to the
Lord’s grace and service, Grant and
Carol Galpin.

Why not take the time today to
pray for those you know, who have
been commended to the work of the
Lord. Be a fellow-laborer with them
as they seek to win souls for the
Master, and strengthen what re-
mains here at home.

ADDRESSING CHANGE
Following, are some recent ad-

dress changes to help update your

correspondence. They are:

Ray and Becky Blais
771 Britton Road
Rochester, NY 14616

T. Emest and Elizabeth Wilson
315 Fifth Avenue
Bradley Beach, NJ 07720

MORE CHANGES

Due to the recent homecall of Ed
Byne, Burkehaven Chapel (Way-
nesboro, GA) has a new correspon-
dent,

Wm. H. Gustafson

631 Cherokee Drive

Waynesboro, GA 30830

(706) 554-5854

PRAISE

The Shiloh Bible Camp (WA), is
looking forward to the arrival of
Scott and Marsha Blair for this
camp’s secason. They were com-
mended to this work by the assem-
bly in Centralia, WA.

Along with their regular camps
this season, Shiloh Bible Camp will
be sponsoring a new “Bible Memo-
rization Camp.” This camp is de-
signed to encourage the memoriza-
tion and meditation on the Word of
God.

GET THE POINT

We recently received a National
Survey of Christians which is con-
ducted by the Christian Leadership
Ministries. The survey focussed on
how battle lines are being drawn on
college campuses throughout Amer-
ica. Included was the following:

Penn State University denied
student activity funds to Christian
students who asked to show a docu-
mentary on the dangers of Sa-
tanism. The university denied the
funds because the film “offended”
Satanists and did not present the
“good points of Satanism.”

POLLSTER’S VIEW

George Gallup, founder of the
Gallup Poll, has been quoted as say-
ing, “While representing only 13%
of the populace, these (highly spiri-
tually committed) persons are a
‘breed apart’ from the rest of soci-
ety. We find that these people, who
have what might be described as a
‘transforming faith,” are more toler-
ant of others, more inclined to per-
form charitable acts, more con-
cerned about the betterment of soci-
ety, and far happier. (These
findings, in my view, are among the
most exciting and significant that

we have recorded in more than a
half-century of polling.)”

LE GOSPEL

Fernand and Yolande Saint-
Louis are serving the Lord in Be-
loeil, Quebec. Recently they told us
of how the Cable-TV French
Gospel Program, Toute La Bible En
Parle (The Talk of the Bible) has
been very encouraging. Since the
beginning of last fall, over 435 peo-
ple have contacted them from the
Montreal area alone to request a
French New Testament and a book
by Gaston Racine entitled: Les
lecons de Marie, mere de Jesus
(Lessons of Mary, mother of Jesus).
The cable company on which the

broadcast airs, has circulated an at-
tractive and colorful leaflet adver-
tising its various programs, this is
what they wrote:

“The Talk of the Bible"—In ad-
dition to deepening your biblical
knowledge, this program presents
some testimonies of people, who
have accomplished a spiritual de-
velopment,

JUST THE FAX
Spread the Word (York, PA) has
announced a new fax number.
(717) 767-2900
A telephone answering machine
will determine if the call is a fax or
a normal phone call. @
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