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hristianity is sometimes treated as a “com-
parative religion.” All beliefs are basically
the same, we are told. Man is good at heart,
but has an innate desire to be even better. He
can do it himself, but needs a generous incentive pro-
gram to spur him on to full acceptance with God.
Whether counting beads, feeding idols (with seemingly
little appetite for the menu), or donating stained glass
windows, the theme is self-help for imperfect but fun-
damentally good people. Anyone who presents this as
the message of the Bible is either deceiving or being
deceived. Like a mighty rock looming above the shift-
ing sands of human invention, the gospel stands, soli-
tary in its message of assurance and certain hope.

Harry Ironside was street-preaching in Oakland,
California, when a passerby called out, “Hey, mister,
with all the religions in the world, how do you expect
an ordinary man like me to know what to believe?”

“I only know of two beliefs in the world.”

“Only two? There’s Confucianism, Hinduism, Ju-
daism, Taoism, Islam ...”

“No, sir, there are only two beliefs in the world.
There are those who believe they can save themselves,
and those who believe they need a Saviour.”

That’s it, isn’t it? Many object to the exclusive
claims of the Lord to be the only Saviour. But every
other religion agrees, you know. No other religion of-
fers you a Saviour—they don’t think you need one.

Of course, its hard to argue with history. As the gen-
erations stagger across the landscape of their little
lives, who among them can satisfy even their own aspi-
rations, let alone the inflexible standards of God?

There has been only one incomparable Man who,
standing before His friends and foes, could throw out
the challenge: “Which of you convinces Me of sin?”
Only One heard, in the presence of a multitude, the ap-
probation of the God of Heaven, “This is My beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased.” Only One could, by
Himself, take His body back from the chill embrace of
death because it had no claim upon Him.

A recent convert to Islam had been invited out by a
workmate to a gospel meeting where I was preaching.
He didn’t come to the meeting, but he and the man who

had won him to follow Mohammed were waiting for
me at the end of the service. Both well-built, weight
lifters, dressed in sweat suits, on their way to the gym.
But I was first.

“We want to speak with you,” the one I'll call the
Missionary said. There was an edge to his voice. It
seemed he took it personally that I would propagate
anything other than Islam. T asked for a few moments
to greet those who had attended the meeting.

Legs spread, arms akimbo, they watched and waited
as the crowd filed past on their way homeward. When
the last had gone, I turned my attention to them.

The two men could not have been more different in
their attitudes. The Missionary was confrontational,
ready for battle. The Convert was gracious, ready to
listen. Sometimes the Missionary would, intentionally
or not, twist what I had said. The Convert would come
to my aid with, “That’s not what Mr. Nicholson said.”

Had Mohammed lived a perfect life? I inquired. No?
Then what assurance did they have that he had the an-
swer for sinful men who must some day stand before a
God whose standard could only be perfection itself?
Had Mohammed risen from the dead? Then how could
they be sure that he had the answer to life after death?
Does Islam give certainty of sins forgiven, of a home in
heaven? Does it provide any basis for a personal rela-
tionship with a perfect God?

Both men grew quiet, but for different reasons. The
Missionary abruptly responded, “I see we’re getting
nowhere. We might as well leave.” Did he sense that
he not only was not converting me, but was in danger
of unconverting his friend?

“Oh, I think we have made progress,” added his
friend. “T've really appreciated the discussion. I sup-
pose we might say that while Christianity and Islam
have many things in common, there is one main differ-
ence—you have a Saviour, and we don’t.”

“You’re right there! If you think you can save your-
self, any religion will do. But if you come to the end of
your own efforts, and finally realize you need a
Saviour, there is only One—Jesus, the Son of God.”

With Islam, as with every other religion, there is no
comparison. Jesus is the Way. The only Way.
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PRIESTS & FAuLTY LOGIC

gl hat is faulty in this logic?
| 1. All believers are priests.

2. This means that women are priesis as
well as men.

3. Therefore, women can perform the
same priestly functions in the church that men do.

The first statement is true, In this dispensation,
every true Christian is a priest of God. Each believer is
a holy priest and a royal priest (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). Holy
priests offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. Royal priests proclaim the praises
of Him who called them out of darkness into His mar-
velous light.

The second statement is true, Women
are priests as well as men. They offer the
same spiritual sacrifices: their bodies,
their possessions, their praises, and their
setvice (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; Eph.
5:2). And they tell forth the excellencies
of their Saviour.

The problem is with the third state-
ment. It overlooks the fact that controls
are placed on the public exercise of
priestly functions in meetings of the
church. Some controls apply to men,
some to women.

Here are some controls that apply to
men:

1. The hands they lift up in prayer should be holy
hands, without wrath or doubting (1 Tim. 2:8).

2. When they speak, they should do so as the oracles
of God (1 Pet. 4:11). This means, among other things,
that the message should be the very one which God
would want for that particular occasion.

3. Public prayers are to be offered in such a way that
everyone in the assembly can add their personal
“Amen” (1 Cor. 14:16).

Likewise there are controls which apply to women
priests in assembly meetings:

1. They are to keep silent. They are not permitted to
speak, but they are to be submissive (1 Cor. 14:34).
They symbolize their submission by wearing a head
covering (1 Cor. 11:10).

GOD

is still looking
for men and women
who tremble

at His Word,

2. They are not to pray publicly. 1 Timothy 2:8
specifies that it is the men (literally, the males) who are
to pray.

3. Women are not to teach (1 Tim. 2:12),

It should not come as a surprise that the Holy Spirit
places controls on the activities of priests in the assem-
bly. He does the same thing with regard to the exercise
of gifts. Here, for instance, are controls on the use of
tongues, as given in 1 Corinthians 14,

1. There must be an interpreter (v. 27¢).

2, Not more than three may speak in tongues in any
one meeting (v. 27a).

3. They must speak one at a time (v. 27b).

4. What they say must be edifying (v.
26b).

5. Women must not participate (v.
34).

6. Everything must be done decently
and in order (v. 40).

Sometimes Galatians 3:28 is used in
an attempt to prove that women can
pray, preach, teach—even be elders in
the assembly. “There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female; for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.”

The key to the verse, of course, is
found in the phrase “in Christ Jesus.”
Paul is referring to our position in Christ, not to our
roles in the assembly. A believing Gentile has the same
standing before God as a believing Jew. A Christian
slave is complete in Christ, just as his born-again mas-
ter is. Saved women are accepted in the Beloved and
on an equal standing with their brothers in Christ. But
racial, social, and sex differences still exist, and so do
differing functions assigned to members of the body.

Because of the feminist movement, the church is
under enormous pressure to twist the Scriptures in
order to conform to the current world view. It would be
better to bend the culture to coincide with God’s Word.
Obedience is the key to God’s blessing, to church
unity, and to individual happiness. God is still lookin,
for men and women who tremble at His Word. Iﬂ
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ONTARIO CONFERENCE

“Strength for Service” will be
the topic of the Ontario Workers’
and Elders’ Conference, May 4-6.
The conference will be held at the
Wallenstein Bible Chapel, Wallen-
stein, ON. Some of those taking
part are: Joe Reese, Colin Ander-
son, James Naismith, Patrick Long,
and Robert Johnson. For more in-
formation:

Herman Martin

R.R.#3

Wallenstein, Ontario NOB 250

(519) 669-3745

MICHIGAN
OUR MISSIONFIELD

With close to ten million people,
Michigan has a population larger
than 139 countries of the world! On
May 8 men from across Michigan
and neighboring states and
provinces will be gathering at a cen-
tral location—Carriage Hill Bible
Chapel, 2960 Lake Lansing Road,
in East Lansing, MI. Activities run
from 10:00 AM until 4:00 pM. Those
giving reports and messages include
Chris Schroeder, Peter Rennie, John
Bjorlie, Ken Hampton, Craig
Massey, and Jim McKendrick. For
more information, contact:

Don Graham

63580 Lowe Plank Rd.

Lenox, MI 48050

Phone (313) 749-3032

REACHING OUT

J. Boyd Nicholson (ON), will
hold a series of special evangelistic
meetings at Grace Chapel, on Mega
Lane in Gilbertsville, PA, from

May 16-21. The times of the meet-
ings: Sunday 10:30 am & 7:00 pM
and nightly Monday to Friday at
7:00 pM. In connection with these
meetings, there will also be a Day
of Qutreach on Saturday May 15
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pMm. Brother
Nicholson will be speaking at two
sessions on “Reaching the Lost with
the Gospel.” All area assemblies are
invited to attend. Contact:

David Dunlop

1520 Heather Place

Pottstown, PA 19464

(215) 970-2317

A GRAND IDEA

A hearty invitation is extended
to any who wish to attend the
Northwest (Grand Rapids, MI) as-
sembly’s Spring Conference. The
dates are May 21-23, 1993. Expect-
ed speakers are J. Boyd Nicholson
(St. Catharines, ON) and Elliot Van
Ryn (Miami, FL). For information
on overnight accommodations, con-
tact:

Tim Johnson

1660 Fourth Street, NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504

(616) 7914179

A SINGULAR IDEA

The Fourth Annual Singles” Re-
treat and Conference will be held,
Lord willing, on May 28-31, 1993,
held at beautiful Seabrook Island,
near historic Charleston, SC.

The subject for this year’s retreat
is “The Fruit of the Spirit.” Speak-
ers expected are: Jamie Hull (CO),
Skip Elliot (SC), and Keith Van
Ryn (GA). For reservations, call:

Skip or Cathy Elliot
(803) 873-7083

BERMUDA CONFERENCE
Interested in a time of spiritual
refreshment, Christian fellowship,
and physical relaxation? Then plan
on attending the Bermuda Confer-
ence on June 21-26, 1993. Tom
Taylor (PA) is the expected speaker
and Alan Parks (MD) will have spe-
cial music during the conference.

g

Alan Parks

Tom Taylor

This could be one of the most
memorable vacations that you’ll
ever experience. Rooms are avail-
able on a first-come, first-served
basis. Registration deadline is May
15, 1993,

For more information, contact:

Mark Kolchin

P.O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

(609) 693-4133

CONFERENCE IN ONTARIO
The Straffordville Gospel Hall,
(ON), will be holding their annual
conference in the will of the Lord
on June 26-27, 1993. Schedule of
meetings is as follows:
Saturday, June 26
2:30 - Ministry
7:00 - Ministry
Sunday, June 27
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10:30 - Breaking of Bread
1:45 - Sunday School
3:00 - Ministry
7:00 - Gospel Meeting
All meetings will be held at the
Straffordville Community Center.
For more information, contact:
Robert Humphrey
(519) 688-6802

CONFERENCE IN
THE CLOUDS

The 1993-36th Annual Skyland
Bible Conference will be held at
Covenant College, near Chat-
tanooga, TN on July 3-9, 1993,

Returning to Skyland Confer-
ence for 1993 are J. Philip Morgan
(FL) and J. B. Nicholson Jr. (MI).
The Praise Four Quartet from Char-
lotte, North Carolina will also be
ministering,

For more information, contact:

Skyland Bible Conference

P.O. Box 754

Jamestown, NC 27282

(919) 454-4927 thru July 1, 1993

Then phone (706) 820-1560

OZARK CAMPING

Ozark Family Camp will again
be held this year at Turkey Hill
Ranch Bible Camp in Freeburg,
MO. Lord willing, there will be two
weeks of ministry and fellowship
for the whole family with J. B,

Nicholson Jr. and other speakers.
The dates for the camp are July 31-
August 6 and August 7-13. For
more information, contact:

Ozark Family Camp

P.O. Box 691854

Tulsa, OK 74169-1854

SUMMER VACATION

Plan to spend a week of your va-
cation at the CMML-Greenwood
Hills Conference. The conference
will be held on July 31-August 8,
1993. Expected speakers are Jim
Cochrane (Dominican Republic),
Stan Warren (England), Floyd
Schneider (Austria), and others. For
more information, contact:

Greenwood Hills Bible

Conference Association
7062 Lincoln Highway East
Fayetteville, PA 17222

FAMILY CONFERENCE

West Virginia Bible Conference
is held each year in scenic and
breathtaking surroundings near
Bluestone Lake, WV. The confer-
ence will be held this year from Au-
gust 8-14. Speakers expected are:
Amot Mclntee and Steve Hulshizer.
For more information:

Gary Pavelko

WYV Bible Conference

30 Tyler Street

Westover, WV 26505

SPREAD THE WORD

August 30-September 3, 1993,
are the dates for the Spread the
Word Bible Conference at Green-
wood Hills, PA, The theme is “The
Person and Work of Christ.” Speak-
ers expected are Randy Amos (NY),
Liddon Sheridan (AL), and Rex
Trogdon (NC). For a conference
brochure and reservation informa-
tion write:

Spread the Word, Inc.,
2721 Oberlin Drive,
York, PA 17404

FALL CONFERENCE

Plan ahead for a fall conference
at Mt. Hermon Conference Center,
located 75 miles south of San Fran-
cisco. The California Bible Confer-
ence will hold their 26th Annual
Conference on October 11-15,
1993. Speakers expected: David
Reed (Dubuque, IA) and David
Adams (ON). Contact:

Henry Kamena

1400 West 13th St., Sp. 91

Upland, CA 91786

(909) 985-0437

COMMENDATION

After much prayer the believers
at the Northgate Bible Chapel
(Rochester, NY), commend Ray
and Becky Blais to the work of the
Lord. It is expected at this time that
they will devote all of their time to
His service in the assemblies in the
Rochester area and at Camp Li-Lo-
Li. They are free, under the Lord’s
direction, to divide their time be-
tween these two major areas as they
see fit.

The Rochester believers ask for
your prayers for the Lord’s blessing
on their efforts.

NEW WORKER
AT CAMP SUNRISE

The saints who meet at Burke-
haven Chapel (Waynesboro, GA)
are happy to commend brother Dan
Gustafson to the work of the Lord.
His burden is for camp work in par-
ticular.

Dan has been involved in the
printing industry for some ten
years, but has used his vacation
time to help in various Christian
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camps. He has been involved in
varied leadership roles in five dif-
ferent camps in four southern states.

As for his immediate plans, he
will be moving to Camp Sunrise
(Fairmount, GA) in mid-May to as-
sume the role of assistant to Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Wagner who have di-
rected that unique camp, planetari-
um, and science museum complex
for more than 25 years.

His new address will be:

Dan Gustafson

Camp Sunrise

1427 Slate Mine Road, S.E.

Fairmount, GA 30139-2835

CORRESPONDENT CHANGE

Northside Bible Chapel (Barrie,
ON) has appointed a new corre-
spondent to the assembly. All corre-
spondence should be forwarded to:

Mr. Ken Wallace, Correspondent

Northside Bible Chapel

8 Gunn Street

Barrie, Ontario L4M 2H3

(705) 737-1234

or (705) 726-1842

ARE YOU INTERESTED?

The assembly at Petersburg, VA.
is praying about the effective use of
a building attached to their chapel.
The Lord has laid on their hearts the
needs of older Christians in regards
to housing and nursing care. Peters-
burg, VA is located in the heart of
southern Virginia. The assembly
would like to know if there are any
believers in the area that would be
interested in this kind of facility
being built in this part of the coun-
try. If this interests you in any way
please contact:

Mr. Charles Ellison

20221 Talon Point Court

Petersburg, VA 23803

(804) 590-2998

GETTING MOBILE

Eight Mile, AL is on the north-
ern edge of the city of Mobile. Mo-
bile has no assembly at this time.
Harold and Connie Oppenlander are
interested in seeing an assembly
started in Mobile. Any interested in
meeting with fellow believers in
this matter are urged to contact;

Harold and Connie Oppenlander

1701 Fort Scott Drive

Eight Mile, AL 36613

(205) 679-1350

f'ch:sODm £ tmmm{' .
Are you one of the Upivok'
‘4readers that has forgutten to
renew? We know how casy it is
to overiook your Uplook annual
e. If you don t want thef

DO YOU HAVE A
HINDU FRIEND?

Would you like to reach your
Hindu friends with the gospel? Rabi
R. Maharaj, a former Hindu guru,
has written a book telling his story.
“Death of a Guru™ (edited by Dave
Hunt) recounts his conversion to
Christianity, It is reported that thou-
sands of Hindus have come to know
the Lord as Saviour by reading this
book.

You can get this book from GMI
to give to your Hindu friends. Or
send GMI the address, and they will
mail them directly for the cost of
$5.00. A golden opportunity to
reach some of your unreachable
Hindu friends with the love of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Also available is a Hindi songs

FOR PRAYER & PRAISE
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tape with a gospel message. Cost of
mailing to a Hindu friend is $2.00.
For more information, contact;

Gospel Missions of India

P.O. Box 1043

Warren, MI 48090

(313) 939-7468 after 6:00 P.M.

PRAISE

For some time, a handful of
saints in northwest Florida have
been seeking a commercial location
for their meetings. The Lord has
graciously provided a place. The
address is:

Grace Bible Chapel

119 N. Partin Drive

Niceville, FL 32578

Please pray for the work in
northwest Florida. The assembly is
in a rapidly growing area, and re-
quest specific prayer as they at-
tempt to reach out to the area, in-
cluding the largest military installa-
tion in the wotld—Eglin AFB,

TURKEY HILL RANCH
Turkey Hill
Ranch Bible

Camp is looking
for young men
and women (15
years and older)
to help counsel at this year’s camp.
If you can give one, two, or three
weeks of your time this summer
and are interested in seeing souls
saved, contact:
Steve Allan, Director
Turkey Hill Ranch Bible Camp
HCR 71 Box 190
Vienna, MO 65582
(314) 744-5843
There is also a need for a couple
or a family to help full-time in
maintenance at the camp. If you
have any interest in this area please
contact the director. @
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SPECIAL REPORT STAND IN THE GAP
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THE EZEKIEL PROJECT

Every minute, 4.1
people die in the
United States of
America.! That
means 247 souls
pass into eternity
every hour of
each day.?

fl ith the population shifting to
the urban centers of the US,
cities are becoming jammed
with people. In a February
21, 1991 article, USA Today declared,
“A Census Bureau report out today
shows that 76% of Americans now live
in metropolitan areas—central cities
and their surrounding suburbs—up
from 56% in 1950.” In another head-
line, USA Today stated, “Cities lure
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Chris Schroeder , with
his wife Barbara, makes
his home in Mt.
Clemens, MI, They were
commended by the
Magwood, IL

assembly in 1980.

more people than ever.” In the ensuing
article, Maria Puente says, “Like it or
not, demographers say increasing ur-
banization is the future.”

The ever increasing problems fac-
ing our cities are mounting. Homeless-
ness, drugs, AIDS, and crime top the

agendas of many city mayors and
counsels. The homeless issue alone is
frightening. Consider this: New York
City has an estimated 55,000 home-
less; Philadelphia—35,000; Los Ange-
les—31,000; Louisville, KY—11,442;
Cleveland, OH—10,000; Washington
D.C.—7,500; Chicago—=6,764. Out of
these totals it is estimated that one-
third are mentally i1l and 37% are drug
users.3

With this urbanization facing the
USA and North America, what strate-
gies should the Church employ to
reach these urban dwellers? Those at
The Ezekiel Project believe that ag-
gressive open-air preaching of the
gospel to the lost where they are is an
answer that is long overdue. That’s
why we have endeavored to train men
and women to take the Gospel to the
people. We are already aware that the
lost will not come into our chapels.
The command of our Lord Jesus
Christ is to go into all the world and
preach the gospel. The strategy of the
apostle Paul and others was to go to
the great metropolitan centers. We
want to follow course. The goal of
The Ezekiel Project is to hold semi-
nars in various regions of the country
in order to train those burdened to
reach the lost and dying for Christ.

In July of 1992, Grace Chapel of
Tenafly, New Jersey, hosted the first
annual TEP seminar. Seventeen from
across North America took this inten-
sive course with very encouraging re-
sults. This year’s seminar will be held
from July 26-30, 1993, again at Grace
Chapel.

The seminar is designed to make
the student proficient in open-air evan-
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