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EDITORIAL

was visiting a friend near Avignon in
the south of France. He and his wife labor
(the word may not be strong enough)
among the expatriate Arabs from the former
French colonies of North Africa. It is not an easy
work. The parched moral landscape of France is
difficult enough, but work among the resolute fol-
lowers of Mohammed can suck you dry if you're
not careful. Happily, my friends have discovered
a mighty river whose source is hidden, but which
flows unceasingly through them to the desperate
dryness all around.

It was a glorious summer day as we headed by
car out into the countryside to see one of the
breathtaking sights of the south of France. After
some time of meandering cross-country, I noticed
we were travelling along a narrow valley which
we shared with a fairly major river. The valley
continued to constrict and I could see, looming
ahead, a mountain that seemed to bar our way.

In fact, it was a box canyon. We would have to
return the way we had entered. My friend knew
that, of course. But there was something here he
wanted me to see. If | had payed more attention in
high school geography class, I would have antici-
pated something like this. After all, if there was a
valley on either side, and a mountain closing off
the far end, where was this river coming from?

It exploded, full-blown, from the heart of the
mountain. This was no trickle, no rivulet or brook
twisting its way among the rocks as it gathered
momentum and volume. No, this is a major water
system, most of it hidden away, that suddenly
bursts into the sunlight and makes itself available
to all who would enjoy its seemingly unlimited
resources. This is Fontaine-de-Vaucluse—the
Fountain of the Closed Valley.

Transport yourself back two thousand years.
You are standing unobtrusively in another val-
ley—the Vale of Shechem—in the hill country of
Samaria. You can observe a woman, a Samaritan,
making her way out of the village to draw water
from the well, one dug by the patriarch Jacob
eighteen hundred years before.

There is Someone already at the well. Evidently
a Jew. He is sitting on its rim, weary from His
journey, having walked 30 miles from the City of

A4 | Fontaine-de-Vaucluse

Peace. If you look into His eyes, you get the feel-
ing that He knows the woman who is approach-
ing—not only knows her, but loves her. She has
known many men in her lifetime. But none like
this One. She does not know Him yet, and she
will be as surprised by Him as I was by the foun-
tain in France.

It was to this soul-thirsty woman that the
Saviour revealed first her own heart-need and
then His offer of a drink of living water. Hesitant-
ly, humbly, she stooped to drink (as we all must).
Oh, the sweetness of it! How it cooled her in-
flamed conscience; how it swept away the en-
crusted defilement of years; how it softened her
heart and brought refreshment and vigor to the
one-time wasteland in her spirit. Everything He
had promised was really true. O taste and see .. . !

But this heavenly Visitor had not promised her
only a drink. He had promised her a wellspring! If
she would receive Him as the life-giving water,
out of her innermost being would flow an artesian
spring so that others around her could be satiated
too. Was it true?

Leaving her waterpot, she takes the river with
her into the city. To every parched life she finds,
she bears the message: “Come, see a Man, which
told me all things that ever I did (and knowing
the worst, loves me still). It couldn’t be the Messi-
ah, could it?” The change in her is so startling, her
satisfaction so evident, that many of the townsfolk
also stoop and drink. It is not enough, however to
taste the sweetness of her life in Christ. Making
their way out to the well, they follow this river to
its Source: “Now we believe,” they told the
woman, “not because of thy saying: for we have
heard Him ourselves, and know that this is in-
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the world” (Jn.
4:42),

What is a fountain anyway? Nothing. Nothing
that allows those mighty resources out into the
sunshine. We need not guess what these resources
are: “This He spake of the Spirit, which they that
believe on Him should receive” (Jn. 7:39).

It's a dry and dusty world out there, When the
valley closes in and mountains block our way,
that’s just the place where you'll find the foun-
tain—the outflowing Spirit of God.
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CURRENT CONCERNS

¢ 4 tisnot easy for any of us to be simple
"4 and pursue unswervingly the line of ser-
“—" vice to which the Lord has called us,
looking to Him for the direction and leading
which we need. Yet such is the disciple’s path as
Scripture shows it, both by precept (Acts 20:32;
Rom. 14:4; 2 Tim. 2:15) and example (Acts 8:26;
11:19-21; 16:6-9).

For the “Christianizing” of the world, much
may be needed in the way of arrangement. For the
taking out of the nations a people for Christ’s
name, the divine process indicated, though most
simple, is most efficient. Souls are drawn out of
the world to Christ by the faithful presentation of
Christ Himself. Granted that such faithful witness
to Christ is maintained, it is only additionally nec-
essary that personal dependence upon Christ as
Leader and Lord be found with each servant.

From this simple acknowledgment of the lead-
ership of the Lord Jesus we are very apt to stray.
Read such words as these:

“A sound missionary strategy is essential if the mis-
sions . . . are to accomplish the best results. Small, in-
dependent missions, working without a statesmanlike
plan, and without adequate knowledge of the field,
should be discouraged. In such a difficult field, only so-
cieties possessing a wide experience are able to meet the
situation.

“How many missionaries are necessary to evange-
lize the country in our generation? The answer to this
question has been given by the . . . conference . . . The
guestion was considered scientifically. They made this
calculation that one missionary for every 25,000 would

Frank B. Hole

be necessary.”

These sentences were penned by men whom
we have every reason to consider earnest Chris-
tians. The sentiments they express would, doubt-
less, commend themselves to most as being
framed on sound business lines, and being
marked by eminent common sense. Yet they
plainly reveal a view of the Lord’s work out of
harmony with that of Scripture.

What has the servant of Christ, be he a first
century apostle or a twentieth century believer, to
do with “sound strategy,” “statesmanlike plans,”
or “scientific calculations”? We venture to say,
nothing—absolutely nothing!

The apostles returned to Jerusalem with those
words ringing in their ears, “Ye shall be witnesses
unto Me.” How did they set about it? Did they ap-
point a committee to gain “adequate knowledge
of the field” of operations, so that “scientific cal-
culations” might be made, and “sound strategy”
and “statesmanlike plans” decided upon? No, %
they simply went to their knees in the spirit of lit-
tle children, and when they found themselves en-
dued with power from on high, they at once com-
menced their witness for Christ, boldly utilizing
each opening for testimony as it presented itself to
them. They recognized that their responsibility
was only to do what they were told. They had
supreme confidence in their great Commander;
His “adequate knowledge,” His “strategy,” His
“plans” they accepted as sufficient. They were
content to proceed under His direction.

The Acts of the Apostles, supplemented by oc-
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THE POWER SOURCE
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casional glimpses of Paul’s ministry, show us with
what astonishing success the great “Prince [or
Leader] and Saviour” (Acts 5:31) conducted His
campaign from His seat in the heavens. Within
thirty years, the Gospel had been fully preached
“from Jerusalem and round about unto Il-
lyricum.”

In Acts 11:19-21, we read how a few men of no
particular note—their names are not even men-
tioned—traveled from Jerusalem into the region
of Antioch. Had they lived in the twentieth centu-
ry, they would have been described, we fear, as a
small, independent mission, “working without a
statesmanlike plan, and without adequate knowl-
edge of the field,” and as such, according to the
authority quoted, they should have been discour-
aged. Their great Master, the Lord Jesus, however,
thought otherwise. His hand was with them, and
there were wonderful results, leading to the for-
mation of one of the greatest churches of primi-
tive times.

But though these men of Cyprus and Cyrene
worked in independence of even the apostles,
they were evidently thoroughly in dependence

sjupon God. They did not concern themselves
about “strategy,” since, far from being comman-
ders, they were only common soldiers. Neither
did they form plans, statesmanlike or otherwise,
and expect God to fall in with their arrangements.
They rather sought to discover God’s plans, and
to exercise that humility of mind which would en-
able them to fit into His arrangements. Between
these two lines of conduct there is all the differ-
ence in the world.

At that moment, Stephen having been mar-
tyred, God was definitely passing by the Jewish
nation, and sending the Gospel to the Gentiles, as
witnessed in the case of Cornelius (Acts 10). These

men, acting in concert with this divine move,
“spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord
Jesus.” They did not indulge in sentimental talk
about “Jesus,” as do many nowadays; they
preached Jesus as Lord. “The hand of the Lord
was with them.” In result “a great number be-
lieved and turned to the Lord.”

These humble individuals, belonging to no
missionary society and without any of these sup-
posed requirements, did indeed “accomplish the
best results.” They won many converts, and those
converts were attached not merely to the preach-
ers but to the Lord.

Probably all Christians would agree that the
Holy Spirit of God is the power for Christian ser-
vice; but let us inquire as to the way in which He
exercises His power. Does He come to help us in
our projects for the Lord, or does He condescend
to use us as instruments in carrying out the Lord’s
own projects? In other words, do we wield Him,
or does He wield us?

The former idea obviously fits in with the ideas
which we have ventured to challenge in the pre-
ceding section. But then—mark it well—if, having
founded large and influential societies, and
formed statesmanlike plans, and having learned
how to use the Spirit to advance our arrange-
ments, we conduct a successful campaign, all
would redound to the glory of ourselves!

If, on the other hand, any servant of Christ is
content to keep in his own little place; to seek, in
communion with the Lord, to recognize His plans;
and to be thoroughly subject to, and usable by His
Spirit, then the success which certainly will fol-
low—though not perhaps in quite the way of our
thinking—will redound to the glory of God!

Do we really believe in the presence and power
of the Spirit of God?
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FOR PRAYER & PRAISE

Front Lines

TELEVANGELISTS
GET A FREE RIDE

Our brother Bob Hake, of
Grand Rapids, MI continues to
produce 30-minute, videotaped
Gospel messages which he airs
weekly on the public-access
cable television channel. Many
cities have public-access chan-
nels, which are increasingly
popular and are free to the
public. Bob's program, Chris-
tian Perspective, is a simply
done “talking head,” complete
with messages straight from
the shoulder. Bob invites area
Christians to give testimonies
and Gospel messages in front
of the camera, and he sees to it
that the messages are present-
ed to the station. The station
estimates that 10,000 homes
tune in to the public-access
channel nightly.

BIBLE CONFERENCE
IN PELKIE, MI

The saints meeting at the
Pelkie Gospel Hall plan a two-
day conference, July 18-19.
Prayer meeting Friday, the
17th at 7:30 p.m. Accommoda-
tions and meals provided. Con-
tact:

Sam McClung

Box 194

Pelkie, MI 49958

(906) 338-2657

In the will of the Lord, Joe
Balsan, John Adams, and Don
Welborn will participate in the
ministry of the Word.

SKYLAND BIBLF
CONFERENCE

The 34th Annual Summer
Conference will be held, Lord
willing, July 4-10, 1992 at
Covenant College, atop Look-

out Mountain, GA, near Chat-
tanooga, TN. Speakers expect-
ed are Lehman Strauss and
Tom Taylor.

Activities are planned for all
ages, including a nursery ser-
vice for all meetings. No in-
crease of cost this year. Early
registration is advised. For a
brochure, write:

Skyland Bible Conference

P.0O.Box 754

Jamestown, NC 27282

(919) 454-4927

ALETHETA SPRINGS
SUMMER PROGRAM

The theme this summer at
the Aletheia Springs Christian
Education Center in Ferrum,
VA is to be, “Examining our
World by the Light of God’s
Word.” There are two Senior
High weeks planned, June 21-

27 and July 26-August 1. The
Middle School week is June 28-
July 4, and the Junior High
week is July 12-25. Write:

Mr. Dennis A. Medeiros

Rt. 2, Box 220

Ferrum, VA 24088

Phone (703) 365-0037

MILLBROOEK, AL

A short Gospel series was
held by Bill Gustafson of Way-
nesboro, GA and Scott Leach of
Millbrook. Bill was given op-
portunity on three days to
speak at a local Christian
school. His mesages were ap-
preciated by the believers.

Visitors from Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Texas
attended a conference May 2-3,
held at Belle Chasse, New Or-
leans. Dr. Stephen Underwood
of Birmingham, AL, Bob
Brown of Slidell, LA, and Bill
Walker of Lafayette, LA were
the speakers. The clear Gospel
was presented and the min-
istry to believers was beneficial
and appreciated.

MOUNT HERMON, CA

The Pacific Coast Christian
Conference at Mount Hermon
will be celebrating its 25th An-
niversary this year, Oct. 12-16.
Speakers will be Mr. Arnot
MecIntee (ON) and Mr. Elliot
Van Ryn (FL). For information
write:

Mr. Henry Kamena

1400 W. 13th Street., Sp 91

Upland, CA 91786-2965

(714) 985-0437

SPREAD THE WORD
BIBLE CONFERENCE

Don't be disappointed be-
cause you waited too long to
make your reservations for this
conference. It is planned for
August 24-30 at Greenwood
Hills, Fayetteville, PA. Chil-
dren under 12 years are free!

For full information, write:

Spread the Word, Inc.

2721 Oberlin Drive

York, PA, 17404
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FRONT LINES

DGAR KUNZE
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WITH THE LORD

Our beloved brother who
has served the Lord in Korea
for many years was called
Home on April 22nd after a
cardiac arrest. He had been
suffering with bone cancer for
some time. His widow, Louise,
will need our prayers as she
faces the days ahead.

SHILOH BIBLE CAMP, WA
Nine consecutive camps are
planned in the will of the Lord.
Hundreds of young people
come to Shiloh, mostly from
non-Christian homes, to attend
this camp. Prayer is requested.
LeRoy Junker has just as-
sumed the responsibilities of
management and is beginning
a teens’ training program. This
is intended to supplement the
‘discipleship activities of the
tlocal assemblies represented.

=" Personnel will be needed to

serve as kitchen staff, godly
counsellors, lifeguards, and
trained medical staff. Contact:
LeRoy Junker
Shiloh Bible Camp
HCR 77, Box 400
Cosmopolis, WA 98537
(206) 533-5074

LIGHT HAVEN HOME

About 35 miles east of Sault
Ste. Marie, is Light Haven
Christian Retirement Home,

Beautifully located overlook-
ing the North Channel, it pro-
vides a residence for retirees in
a quiet setting. At present
there are 16 residents and this
is about full capacity.

The board has been secking
a new administrator to replace
Mr. Alan H. Millar who has
been acting administrator pro
tem. They are encouraged by

Jthe interest of several couples

in coming to help. For further

information, write:
Light Haven Home
Box 87
Bruce Mines, ON
POR 1C0

“LITTLE IS MUCH”

In North Cape May, NJ,
there is a small company of the
Lord’s people who meet in His
Name. The meeting so far is
held in a home. Mostly, those
in fellowship recently discov-
ered the New Testament pat-
tern, having spent years asso-
ciated with denominational
churches. They are going on in
the work of personal evange-
lism, Bible literature and audio
tapes.

MRS. JIM FLANIGAN
HOMECALL

Doris, beloved wife of Jim
Flanigan of Belfast, Northern
Ireland, was called Home sud-

denly to be with the Lord while
on holiday in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, March 19, 1992. The fu-
neral service was conducted
there by Dr. David Gooding
who was visiting Australia at
the time.

Our sympathy and prayers
go out for our esteemed brother
and the family in this sad and
sudden loss.

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS

Some months back, a Bible
study was begun with a local
couple who were interested in
the New Testament principles
of gathering. This Bible study
has grown to ten people. With
much prayer and with the
godly counsel of the commend-
ing elders, a few families pur-
pose to begin to break bread at
Camp Iroquoina. There are no
local assemblies in the Endless
Mountains of PA or the south-
ern tier area of NY.

If there are any like-minded
believers in the Binghampton,
NY and Montrose, PA areas,
the believers in this new work
would like to make contact.
They should write or call:

Mr. Jim Weisbecker

Rt. 1, Box 176

Hallstead, PA 18822

(717) 967-2817

OUTREACH AMONG
THE BLACKFEET

Brother Doug Crabb is again
laboring with others to see the
Gospel penetrate the darkness
among the Blackfeet nation in
Montana. They are just con-
cluding an effort there, includ-
ing door-to-door literature dis-
tribution and Bible classes.
Pray for the Light to shine!

SINGLES' CONFERENCE

As a place of focused min-
istry for singles among assem-
blies of the Lord’s people, these
retreats are held at Seabrook
Island near Charleston, SC.
Last November, Eddie
Williams (NJ) addressed “The
Pursuit of Godliness.” Over
May 22-25, Jamie Hull (CO)
spoke on “Commitment.” The
age limits are 21-40. Anyone
interested in these regular con-
ferences, call Skip Elliott:

(803) 873-7083
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