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EDITORIAL J. B. Nicholson, Jr.

We need to
heed

A. P. Gibbs'
advice
concerning
public
minisiry. He
said it should
be “well
studied, well
prayed over,
well
introduced,
well ex-
pressed, well
illustrated,
well applied,
and well

concluded.”

Preach (the Word)?2

want someone who knows the
difference between the duties
SN of a chef and a gardener serv-
ing my meals! In the process of providing a
healthy and appetizing repast, there is the
need for pitchforks, dirt, and compost—but
not on rmy dinner table! In the same way there
is a substantial difference between the energy
and labor involved in exegesis (digging the
truth out of the Word) and the finesse, taste,
and garnish associated with exposition (dis-
playing the truth in an appetizing way).

We might describe exegesis as the discov-
ery of truth from God’s Word, involving the
careful, detailed examining of text, context,
word meanings, flow of thought, symbolism,
figures of speech, etc., with a view to uncov-
ering, with the Spirit’s aid, the thoughts that
flow from the heart of God.

Exposition, on the other hand, involves the
display of what has been discovered in such
an orderly, attractive, and effective way that
it exposes what the text was intended origi-
nally to mean, what it has come to mean to
the preacher, and what it ought to mean to
the audience.

Both skills are essential if the people of
God are going to be fed properly. Some
speakers spend a great deal of time thinking
about what they are going to say, but evident-
ly little time on how they are going to say it.
Like raw meat or potatoes just pulled from
the ground, they have the nutrients we need
but are hardly ready for consumption. Indi-
gestible sermons give God’s people the
wrong kind of heartburn.

There are others who, depending solely on
some native “gift of gab,” spread before the
saints a flowery dish of make-believe, dusting
their spices on thin air and calling it nouvelle
cuisine. From such, O Lord, deliver us.

The solution to both is found in the stu-
dent-speaker feeding his own soul with the
truth first. “Preach all your sermons over to
yourself,” wrote F. B. Meyer. “Remember that
your own heart must ever be your first con-
gregation. Take for yourself, that you may

know if it be digestible, some of the food
which you are preparing for others.”

Perhaps the greatest preacher of the
Church was the apostle Paul (although who
of us would not have been delighted to hear
Stephen before the Sanhedrin, or Peter at Pen-
tecost, or Chrysostom the “golden-mouthed”
before Eudoxia, or Luther before the Roman
prelates?). Paul forcefully reminds us that our
source is to be THE WRITTEN WORD: “Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears...But watch thou in all things, endure afflic-
tions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof
of thy ministry” (2 Tim. 4:2-5).

But more, he tells us that our subject is to
be THE LIVING WoORD: “For we preach not our-
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves
your servants for Jesus” sake. For God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not
of us” (2 Cor. 4:5-7).

A good message should always have a tar-
get, the first being the stirring of our own
hearts. God preserve us from passionless
preaching! When we preach: the intellect
should be exercised by the thoughtful exposi-
tion of its truth; the fmagination may be acti-
vated to grasp after things unknown at pre-
sent; the feart ought to be touched with the
deeply stirring realities of the Word; the con-
science should be addressed to be honest with
God, like a miniature Judgment Seat; the will
must be called to respond in obedience to
God’s revelation; BUT it must be the Spirit wit-
nessing with our spirits that produces divine
results.

We hope you enjoy, and profit from, this
issue on preaching. We have also provided a
smorgasbord of sermons through the ages.
Bon appetit!
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CURRENT CONCERNS

— M. S. Liddle

Preaching was
once the
glory of

Protestantism.

When the
pulpit displaced
the altar and
the preaclmr
replaced the
priest, the
benefit to the
common
people was
immeasurable.
What happened
at the
Reformation
was not, of
course, an
innovation but
the recovery of
an ancient
emphasts, for
the history of
preaching is an
honorable one
going right
back to the
apostles and
Christ Himself.

Whaiever Became of Preaching?

reaching has a place in Chris-
tianity which it has in no other
N rcligion. If it is true that preach-
ing is the product of the church, it is also true
that the church is the product of preaching.
For the church did not spread in its earliest
centuries through the sword or with the back-
ing of state favor, but in the face of great ob-
stacles and enmity. Its advance was spear-
headed by the preaching of Spirit-filled mes-
sengers of the cross.

Does preaching still occupy this central
place in the church today? It is probably true
to say that serious and meaningful preaching
has fallen on hard times. One authority on
this subject goes so far as to say: “In the [pre-
sent] history of the church, preaching has
been neglected, ignored, debased, even al-
most totally forgotten....” In place of preach-
ing they wish for more time to be given to all
kinds of innovations—drama, group therapy,
liturgical experiment, discussion forums, “in-
depth” counseling, seminars and many oth-
ers, some of which are useful but none of
which is a substitute for preaching.

Every preacher must face one important
question before he faces his audience: “Do 1
believe in preaching?” Not just, “Do I believe
the Bible I hold in my hand?” or, “Do I be-
lieve the gospel I preach?” but something
even more basic, “Do I believe in preaching
itself?” The earliest preachers must have
seemed eccentric as they set out to accom-
plish their task. Maybe they seemed to be fig-
ures of fun. But they believed in what they
were doing. They knew it was a God-given
work. They were confident that it was God’s
good pleasure “through the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor.
1:21). And where there is a man today who
believes with all his heart that preaching is a
divinely ordained means of reaching men
with the message of the love of God and the
power of the cross, there is an effective
preacher. For we must understand that God’s
grace is not confined to the subject of the
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gospel but extends to the preaching of the
gospel. Thus the God who revealed His grace
at the cross still reveals His grace whenever
the gospel is preached.

Failure really to believe this—that preach-
ing is a divine activity and one at the very
center of the purposes of God—results in
many of the vices for which preachers are
criticized: superficiality, frivolity, novelties in
interpretation, dullness and many others.
These deficiencies bring preaching into disre-
pute and can never be overcome unless first
we clear away the debris of false ideas so as
to come to a clear understanding of the nature
and function of preaching.

Thus preaching is not an entertainment. It
is an event in which, as someone has said,
“the Incarnate Word is manifested from the
written Word through the spoken Word.”
Nor is preaching a performance in which we
set ourselves forward. It is an encounter
when we set forth Christ in such a way as to
bring men face to face with Him. Moreover
preaching is not a comfortable discourse.
Rather it is an urgent summons of God to
men, “God Himself entreating by us, Be ye
reconciled to God.” Thus preaching is not
merely the heralding of the saving action of
God, it is itself an action of God through His
chosen servant to call men to Himself. The
God who worked in Christ to reconcile the
world to Himself now works in His messen-
ger, calling men to accept the reconciliation
which has been effected at the cross.

The task of the preacher is thus of the very
highest significance. His is a calling like no
other, his a task of immense responsibility,
his a message awesome and unique. What is
most lacking today is not homiletical exper-
tise, though this is important. Nor is it suffi-
cient to speak of “hardened hearts” or “itch-
g ears” as the cause of ineffectiveness. The
real lack is a sense of exalted calling, which
every preacher should have, together with a
strong faith in the efficacy of preaching. We
believe and so we speak (2 Cor. 4:13). @




NORTH AMERICA

——

B oni Lines

For Prayer & Praise

FOR THE FAMILY

Spread the Word will conduct
a Family Week at Greenwood
Hills Bible Conference, Jul. 27-
Aug. 4. Lord willing, the ministry
will be shared by Willie Burnett
(ON), Bob Gessner (PA), and
Keith Trevolt (KS). Contact:

Greenwood Hills

7062 Lincoln Way East

Fayetteville, PA 17222

(717) 352-2150

CALIFORNIA OUTREACH

The saints at Grace Bible
Chapel in Fullerton, CA, in the
will of the Lord will hold a series
of gospel meetings July 21-26.
Weekday meetings will be from
7:00-8:30 PM. The speaker will be
Mr. Jim Muir (Australia). Assem-
blies in the area are encouraged
to bring anyone they know who
needs to hear the gospel. Contact:

Mickey Carter

(310) 941-6519

Blaine VanAusdeln

(310) 947-1392

HEAD FOR THE HILLS
Greenwood Hills’ third Family
Bible Conference for the 1996 sea-
son will be held Aug. 17-25.
Speakers are David Adams (ON)
and Phil Morgan (FL). Contact:
Greenwood Hills
7062 Lincoln Way East
Fayetteville, PA 17222
(717) 352-2150

LABOR DAY RETREAT

Southwest Bible Camp (Glen-
wood, NM) announces their
Labor Day Family Conference
Aug. 30-Sep. 2. Rob Linsted (Wi-
chita, KS) is the scheduled speak-
er. Send registration to:

Dr. James E. Leeman
Southwest Bible Camp
9929 N. Black Mesa Trail,
Tucson, AZ 85742
Phone: (520) 744-8564

55TH YEAR OF GOODNESS

Rest Haven Homes (Grand
Rapids, MI) has just completed a
new wing to their facility and is
looking forward to celebrating its
55th anniversary on September
14 with a day of praise and
thanksgiving. ] Boyd Nicholson
(ON) is the expected speaker.
Mark the date on your calendar
and plan to join us. For info:

(616) 454-6248

A DAY IN THE WORD

The next session of the Ohio
Bible Study Program will be held
September 28 from 9:30-3:00 at
the Believers Bible Chapel in
Leroy, OH. Ron Hughes (Family
Bible Hour, St. Catharines, ON)
is the planned speaker. For info.
or overnight accommodations:

Cleveland East:

Mike Thomas (216) 992-7822

Pennsylvania/New York:

Doug Tryon (814) 899-0063

Cleveland West/Michigan:

Guy Mehling (216) 835-2127

FALL FOLIAGE CONFERENCE
The Fall Foliage Conference
(Sept. 23-28) will be held at
Camp-of-the-Woods in the
Adirondack Mountains. Lord
willing, Dr. James Naismith (ON)
will minister. Numerous leisure
activities are available for the af-
ternoons. A fee of $245 includes
meals and comfortable accommo-
dations. For more information:
Honeyrock Ministries

c/o Mark Kolchin

PO box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734
Registration deadline is Sept. 20.
Reservations made prior to July
31 receive a $15.00 discount.

MEN’'S WEEKEND

Southwest Bible Camp (Glen-
wood, NM) announces their an-
nual Men’s Conference on Octo-
ber 4-6, 1996. Mr. Doug Crabb
(Albuquerque, NM) hopes to
bring a vital insight into happen-
ings in Russia as well as ministry
from God’s Word. Come and
bring a friend. Send registration
and the number in your party to:

Dr. James E. Leeman

Southwest Bible Camp

9929 N. Black Mesa Trail,

Tucson, AZ 85742

TOUR THE LAND

Alan Parks, Rex Trogden and
Mark Kolchin will host a study
tour of Israel, Oct. 21-30, 1996.
Some of the highlights include:
Jericho, Joppa, Mt. Carmel, Beth-
lehem, Nazareth, the Mount of
Qlives, the Garden of Gethse-
mane and Gordon’s Calvary. A
tour-day excursion to Greece
may be added. For a brochure:

Mark Kolchin

PO Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

CORRESPONDENCE
CONFERENCE

Tucson Bible Chapel (AZ) will
be holding their annual Missions
Conference November 1-3, 1996.
Speakers expected are Ron Harris
(Mexico) and Charles Fizer (Em-
maus) to cover the theme, How
Effective is Correspondence Min-
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

Forger Not (Ps. 103:2)

istry in Spreading the Word of God?
Accommodations are available
and encouraged. Please contact:

Jim Yencarelli

2324 N. Norton Ave.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Phone: (520) 795-3194

LETTER OF
COMMENDATION

The saints meeting at Glen
Ellyn Gospel Chapel in Glen
Ellyn, IL, are glad to commend
brother Rob Marshall to the work
of the Lord with Good News for
Catholics in Cupertino, CA. Rob
has been in happy fellowship
with the Christians there and is
active in the assembly. He is co-
director of the Chicagoland Mis-
sionary Study Class and the an-
nual Missionary Spring Confer-
ence. Rob’s desire to serve the
Lord has been evident and they
commend him wholeheartedly.

NEW CHAIRMAN

The board of Gospel Mission
of India elected Edward Maltman
as its new Chairman. In 1985, Ed
retired from the US Army and
was commended with his wife,
Isabel (McRuer) by Lakeside
Bible Chapel, Sterling Heights,
MI, to serve with Wycliffe Bible
Translators. After Ed suffered a
heart attack, the Maltmans” re-
turned to Michigan in 1993. In
1994, Ed was elected to the board
of GMI. Ed is more than happy
to share the need of India with
your assembly. He can be
reached at (810) 977-1944.

MISSIONARY CALLING
CMML missionaries are be-
coming scarce in northeast Zaire.
By mid-summer there will be
only six: Pearl Winterburn (Tch-

abi), Behring and Lois MacDow-
ell (Itendey), Maryen Baisley
(Nyankunde), and Bert and Lois
Mast (Lolwa). Roger and Danita
Rahybuck (Lolwa) have five chil-
dren, the eldest to enter college
later this year. They will be leav-
ing on furlough in the summer,
Jonathan and June Peck will be
on furlough until July. When
they return to Zaire, they will not
be returning to Itendey; they be-
lieve the Lord is calling them to
serve at Rethy Mission School.
Dena Speering (Itendey) is in
North America for medical treat-
ment and is uncertain whether
she will be able to return.

SUMMER FAMILY CAMP

Verdugo Pines Family Camp
(Jul. 28-Aug. 3) is looking for-
ward to a week with Joe Reese
(ON) and Jim McKendrick (MI).
Special meetings for the children
will be conducted by Jim Muir.
For more information:

David Dixon

7626 Layton St

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

(909) 944-6492

STORYBOOK GETAWAY

Three family camps are
planned for the summer at Story
Book Lodge in Gilbert, MN.
Week 1 is scheduled for June 30-
July 6; Week 2 will be held Au-
gust 4-10; and Week 3 is planned
for August 11-17. Bring your
whole family for a week of min-
istry, fellowship and relaxation.

Teen Challenge is a favorite
for serious Christians between
the ages of 14 and 29. The dates
planned are August 18-24.

For more information about
the family camps, contact Rox-
anne Rodgers:

(218)865-6663

Contact the Camp Director at:
(218) 865-6241

or e-mail:
LARRYRODG@AOL.COM

FAMILY CAMPS

Shiloh Bible Camp (Cosmopo-
lis, WA) will be hosting two
weeks of family camp this sum-
mer: Jun. 30-Jul. 6 and Aug. 4-10.
For more information:

Shiloh Bible Camp

HCR 77, Box 400

Cosmopolis WA 98537

Phone: (360) 532-5179

or E-mail:

SHILOHBC@TECHLINE.COM.

GET A BIG HEAD START

Some people like to plan really
far in advance. You will be inter-
ested to know that, in the will of
the Lord, UPLOOK Ministries is
looking forward to hosting an-
other year-end conference, Dec.
29-Jan. 2, 1997, at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel in Dearborn, ML
Watch for further details in fu-
ture issues of UPLOOK.

RIGHTSIDE UP

The response to UPLOOK
Ministries” new youth magazine,
RIGHTSIDE UP, has been en-
couraging. Young believers have
shown their eagerness to get in-
volved by submitting articles and
by getting their friends on the
mailing list. If you (or someone
you know) wants to be on the
RSU mailing list or for a sample
issue, write:

RIGHTSIDE UP

P.O. Box 2041

Grand Rapids MI 49501

Phone: (800) 952-2382

E-mail:

RSUMAG@ AOL.COM @
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SPECIAL REPORT

— Kevin Engle

I can tell

when there is a
[ull in prayer.
There is a lot
that goes on here
that is very
anti-Christian,
This is a land
that has been
well under the
control of Satan
for many years.
We can feel the
oppression
pretty in-
tensely some-
times. ..

—DoYLE
WALSTROM

Doyle and
Heather Walstrom
(upper left) with a
group of friends in

Estonia

Planfing Seed in Esionia

e first met Doyle and Heather
Walstrom at Garland Bible
e Chapel in Dallas, TX. They
were the type of people who come into the as-
sembly and immediately make themselves
available to assist in needy areas. They were
involved with the High Scheol group, and de-
veloped close friendships and discipling rela-
tionships with some of the kids. They devel-
oped some innovative studies which greatly
benefited this group. I remember hearing all
my life that if you were not busy for God on
this side of the ocean, a million gallons of sea-
water would not change you. 50 we were not
surprised when they expressed a desire to
work with Russians in Estonia.

I was born and raised in the Philippines, a
son of missionary parents, and my wife
Cheryl spent some time in Korea while her
parents were commended to service there.
We have a deep appreciation for the chal-
lenges, rewards, and frustrations of being a
missionary in a foreign land. We had the
privilege of spending a few days with the
Walstroms in Estonia.

Estonia, the most Scandinavian of what are
known as the Baltic Republics, is located 60
kilometers south of Finland. This tiny coun-
try, as well as the other countries of the for-
mer Soviet Union, has been forced to undergo

some major changes in recent years. Having
demonstrated for their independence since
the early 1980’s, the Estonians were ready to
take advantage of the coup of Gorbechov and
declare independence. Although Soviet tanks
tried to restore order, the Estonians prevailed.
After being part of the USSR for 40 years, Es-
tonia declared independence in August 1991.

Estonia has done remarkably well in ad-
justing to a free-market society. This has not
occurred without its share of difficulties,
however. Many of the people had all their
money in Russian rubles; when the Soviet
Union collapsed, the ruble lost all value. So
those people were essentially left without
anything. Of course, Soviet industry also
ceased when the Union collapsed. That left
people out of work, and in some cities, there
still are no other jobs available. We saw peo-
ple in the markets of Tallinn selling some of
their household goods so that they could eat.
The average salary is still extremely low,
about $150 to $200 per month. Prices have
steadily increased—24% in 1995; and the
price of dairy goods alone has increased 40-
50% in the past two years. All of these in-
creases place incredible pressure on low-
income families and particularly “pensioners”
who live on well under $100 a month.

Some of those most affected by all this

e
[

change are the Rus-
sians who make up
about 30% of the
total population.
Understandably,
those who are able
to find decent work
in Estonia must be
able to speak the Es-
tonian language,
which is nothing at
all like Russian.
Many of the ethnic
Russians have lived
in Estonia all their
lives, yet do not
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SPECIAL REPORT

speak Estonian. Laws pro-
hibit Russians from gain-
ing citizenship on the
basis of having been born
in the country. All must
pass a language and cul-

ture exam, which appears
to have been purposely
made difficult in an effort
to block the Russians from getting Estonian citizen-
ship. Still burned into the memory of Estonians is the
day that 80,000 people were shipped off by Stalin to
Siberia; the families never saw them again. There's
hardly a family in Estonia that hasn’t been affected
somehow by what took place under the Soviets,

All of these changes, however, present wonderful
opportunities for the furtherance of the gospel.
Doyle and Heather Walstrom first came to Estonia
on a short-term mission in the summer of 1992, less
than one year after independence had been declared.
The Lord began to impress them with the need of the
minority Russian population even on that first visit.
They worked alongside an Estonian Baptist church
and from them heard of much evangelistic work
being done with the Estonians. At that time, and still
today, there is comparatively less being done to
reach the Russian population of half a million people
in Estonia.

They have been in Estonia now for almost three
years, The majority of their time has been taken up
with language study and developing contacts. There
are no schools in Estonia which offer the Russian
language from an English basis. Their language
study has come from private schools that teach Rus-
sian mainly for businessmen. As with new arrivals
on many mission fields, language has been their pri-
mary challenge. They are now at the point where
they are developing increased confidence in their
speaking ability, Much time with friends and new
materials have helped significantly. Their Russian
language study has generated a mixed response
from the Estonians. One of Doyle’s closest Estonian
friends confronted him once. “Why are you here for
the Russians? You are in Estonia.” Doyle struggled
with how to explain this to his unsaved friend.
“They need the gospel, too.” Doyle is looking for-
ward to the day when the Estonians and Russians
recognize that they each cost the Saviour His life.

Their first contacts came through English courses

A summer outdoor Kids Club (Doyle with interpreter Lacy in rear)

they taught shortly after their arrival. Heather, who
excels in language ability, put together a course, and
Doyle taught the Emmaus course, What the Bible
Teaches, in English. One of their current interpreters
is the daughter of a student of their first course.

Each day this past summer, Doyle and Heather
saw a large group of children gathered in the court-
yard of their flat and yearned so much to teach them
God’s Word. They were studying the Gospel of
Mark and the Lord made it clear to them that they
needed to start working with the children. They con-
tacted a young Russian woman named Lacy, who
speaks English as well as Estonian, to interpret.
Doyle and Heather prepared Bible lessons and
placed invitations in all the neighboring buildings,
hoping the children would come to their flat. The
day arrived for the study and no one came. They de-
cided they should go to them and, using a flannel
board to tell the Bible stories, went outside and orga-
nized groups of both Russians and Estonians.

Located just behind their flat is a pre-school
where they also asked permission to teach the sto-
ries. They were able to teach another two groups
there, one Russian and another Estonian. The lessons
with these four groups ran for two weeks. At the
final lesson they offered the opportunity to their
Russian “courtyard” group to have a weekly Bible
study in the Fall, which is still continuing. They
started with about a dozen children and the number
has declined to about four.

Since so little is known about the Bible, they have
begun at the beginning with creation and are work-
ing their way through the Old Testament. They are
building foundations on which they can build the
basis of their faith by showing mankind’s desperate
need for a Saviour. Heavy emphasis is placed on
man’s inability to approach God by his own effort,
which is essential considering their Orthodox back-
ground. The children’s names are Kristina, Tanya,
Eara, and Natasha. Lacy is still helping by interpret-
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