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mg J. B. Nicholson, Jr.
| Waiched A Lamb Die¢

City folk like
me get our
lamb and

beef

professionally
butchered.
Officially
rzppr(med.
Hermetically
sealed in
plastic,

Deep frozen.
I wasn't used
to seeing a
lamb die.

I hope

I never am.

Sperfﬂ/
thanks to
brother
Mark Frees
for his
major
contribution
in gathering
the material
for this

15s5ue.

ntil recently, just outside the
Lion’s Gate, hugging the east-
W -rn wall of the old city of
Jerusalem was the last vestige of what was
once a thriving sheep market. In Bible times,
Jews scattered through the ancient world by
various diasporas would make their way home
to worship in the City of the Name. But no
man ever came to God aright without a sub-
stitutionary sacrifice, Of course it was impos-
sible to bring your own lamb on the long
journey to Israel. Therefore the need for a
supply near at hand.

Just in through the Lion’s Gate and to the
right lie the ruins of the double pool called
Bethesda (house of mercy). Some of its porticos
can still be seen. One pool was for humans
but the other was for animals. Being washed
here and checked for blemishes, the still liv-
ing sacrifices were then taken in through the
Sheep Gate on the northern wall of the temple
enclosure. There, on the elevation of Moriah's
southern peak, “before the Lord” the lamb
would die.

Early one morning in May I slipped out of
my hotel overlooking the Hinnom Valley. It
was still dark. I hailed a taxi and headed for
the sheep market. Down into the valley past
the Sultan’s Pool. Up the other side and along
the edge of Mount Zion. Past the Jaffa Gate
and around the northwest corner of the Old
City. Along the northern wall past the New,
Damascus, and Herod’s Gates. Through these
openings I could see that the city was begin-
ning to stir. One last turn at the northeast cor-
ner and we were there.

I situated myself just outside the low wall
that enclosed the market. I leaned back to
wait, doing the best a freckle-faced Canadian
could do to look unobtrusive. Not a chance.

Just as the golden rays of the morning sun
kissed Olivet’s cheek, the first ancient Volk-
swagen bus (one of many—it’s the vehicle of
choice) sputtered into the market. From the
driver’s side unfolded a heavily robed Arab.
From the passenger side, usually in blue jeans
and tee shirt, would jump a small, energetic

representative of the next generation. Then
out of the rear compartment would tumble
twelve or fifteen bleating sheep, no doubt re-
lieved to be able to breathe again.

It was the little fellows’ task (the scene was
repeated eight or ten times) to keep the fa-
thers’ sheep separate and localized, not an
easy job. The boys were aided with sticks in
each hand, sharp eyes, and boundless agility.

Meanwhile, the men moved about the
mini-flocks, bartering for what they consid-
ered a fair price. Often the money was in and
out of the folds of their garment two or three
times before a deal was struck.

Sometimes the buyer wanted the animal
killed. The price was the price of blood. For
this purpose, there was a raised area in the
corner of the enclosure with a ramp leading
up to it. That morning I watched a lamb die.

I do not consider myself to be squeamish.
There was something, however, about the in-
carnadine rivulet that ran down against the
tawny stones of the street that caused me to
gasp. Was it the strangely familiar way in
which the lamb went to its slaughter, uncom-
plaining? Was it the calloused way the killers
went about their work?

Or was it that my cheek, tear-wet, lay hard
against the cold, unfeeling stones of the
walled city outside of which another Lamb
died? There, too, the Lamb went ungrudging-
ly—no, willingly. There, too, they led Him up
the rugged incline to Golgotha’s brow. “And
sitting down, they watched Him there.”

I do not know how long I stood there look-
ing at the scarlet pool. Long enough, certain-
ly, to travel back two thousand years. My
reverie was interrupted by somecne hosing
away the little lamb’s life into the gutter. My
watch told me it would soon be time to make
for the hotel, but if I hurried, I could have a
few minutes at a spot just outside the Damas-
cus Gate. A broken outcrop, Moriah’s severed
northern peak. Is it the place? I think so, but
no matter. I stood and looked beyond it any-
way. The city swirled around me but I didn't
see them. I watched a Lamb die. @
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Even the title
of the book
should wave
red flags.
Here, says
Schaeffer, is
the answer to
Christian
unity. It is
an answer
becoming
increasingly

popular.

Dancing With What?

ome of us who heard Dr. David
Gooding warn about the in-
W roads of Eastern Orthodox
views into the church-at-large at the Mission
93 Conference in Cincinnati wondered at the
relevance of warning about these mystical
heresies.

But now we see that the threat 1s quite real.
Peter Gillquist, a popular evangelical author
and youth speaker of recent years, has con-
verted to the Antiochian Orthodox Church,
and with him pulled in hundreds of “evan-
gelical” friends. Baker Book House has pub-
lished Eastern Orthodox Christianity by Daniel
Clindenen which puts a friendly face on sac-
erdotalism. And now, Frank Schaeffer, son of
the late best-selling author, Francis Schaeffer,
tours the country plugging his new book,
Dancing Alone—The Quest for Orthodox Faith in
the Age of False Religion.

In 1994, Schaeffer came out as a full-blown
advocate of the Eastern Orthodox religion
and thousands of Schaeffer devotees are lin-
ing up to pay $20.00 to read about it in this
evangelistic tool—Dancing Alone. In a March
1995 interview, Schaeffer claims there are 150
congregations he knows of who have recent-
ly, or will shortly, join the Eastern Orthodox
religion.

In Frank’s sweep through Michigan recent-
ly, he said, “One of the most basic teachings
of the historical church has always been that
salvation is a mystery.” Geoff Thomas, writ-
ing in the British paper, The Evangelical Times,
says the Orthodox Church’s “central beliefs
are virtually identical to those of Roman
Catholicism except that it rejects papal infalli-
bility. Its priests may marry but its bishops
are chosen from the ranks of the celibate.

“So the Orthodox churches are thoroughly
sacerdotal, as is evidenced in Eusepbius
Stephanou’s standard work, Belief and Practise
in the Orthodox Church (1965): “Without the ab-
solution of the priest there is no forgiveness
of grave sins (p. 39). The priest who is chosen
by Christ and elevated to the sacerdotal office

is another Apostle, since his ordination can be
traced back in an uninterrupted succession to
one of the original Apostles (p. 40).

“'The elements look like bread and wine,
but they are no longer bread and wine after
the priest consecrates them by invoking the
Holy Spirit upon them. Before us we have the
living glorified Body and Blood of Christ (p.
44). The priest alone is permitted to enter into
the Sanctuary, because there the expiatory
sacrifice of Christ is offered from his own
hands (p. 46)."”

Along with these outrageous pretensions,
the Eastern Orthodox also claim to offer some
hope to the dead through their prayers for de-
parted souls, and other such superstitions.
And, of course, she claims to be the one true
church and “the custodian of divine revela-
tion, representing the final authority in areas
of religion, ethics, and worship.”

But can the son of Francis Schaeffer have
swallowed such views? Read what he says:
“"How are we saved? Some Protestants will
give a simplistic and incomplete answer to
this question: ‘By believing that Christ died
on the cross for us.” According to holy tradi-
tion, that answer is, at best, only partially cor-
rect. An answer from holy tradition is simple
but difficult: ‘By struggling to become like
Christ...we must obey Him and imitate
Him" (Dancing Alone, p. 206).

If Schaeffer’s outright denial of the gospel
of the grace of God is not obvious enough
here, then read his remarks on page 256 of his
book: “The simplistic ‘born-again’ formula for
instant painless salvation is not only a misun-
derstanding; I believe it is a heresy.”

Of course, many evangelicals are superfi-
cial in their preaching. Agreed. Indeed, don’t
we all know that our understanding of the
riches of God's grace is “simplistic and in-
complete”? But, what is Schaeffer’s answer? It
is to sell his birthright for the bowl of soup sa-
vored and fortified by mythology, Mary-
olotry, and monasticism.

—John A. Bjortie U]
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CHINESE OPPRESSION

Police in the Guangdong
province arrested five Christians
on March 18, including John
Short, a missionary commended
from Australian assemblies. At
last notice, the woman in whose
house the meeting was being
held was not released with the
others. Pray for the believers in
China—as bound with them—
and for brother Short now that he
has come to the obvious attention
of the authorities.

STANDING FIRM

The youth of Bridlewood Bible
Chapel (Kanata, ON) will be
hosting the First Annual Spring
Youth Conference, May 26-28.
Frank Burgess (MO), Joe Mikhael
(ON), and Keith Blair (ON) will
be the speakers. There will be no
charge for the conference, how-
ever there will be a formal ban-
quet on Saturday night ($5.00
CDN). Please register by May 19.

Rob Sabourin

97 Victoria Street

Arnprior, ON K75 1T5

(613) 623-2164

HOW FAR WILL YOU GO?

Jack Heseltine (OR) and Doug
Kazen (WA) will be the speakers
at Meadow Ridge Bible Chapel’s
(West Fargo, ND) 1995 Memorial
Weekend Bible Conference. The
conference will be held May 26-
29, 1995. For more information:

Myron and Kathy Martinson

R.R. 2 - Box 197

Moorhead, MN 56560

(218) 233-9790

BEING A SERVANT
June 2-4, 1995, are the dates

for the Annual Conference of
Brethren held at the Guelph Bible
Conference Grounds (Guelph,
ON). Speakers include: David
Adams, Bill Yuille, Dan Snaddon,
Gary Weeks, and Peter Kerr. For
registration information, contact:

Guelph Bible Conf. Grounds

485 Waterloo Avenue

Guelph, ON N1H 3K4

(519) 824-2571

YOUTH CONFERENCE

The Community Bible Chapel
(Mt. Clemens, MI) is hosting a
one-day Youth Conference, Sat-
urday, June 24, Scheduled speak-
ers are Terry Flint and Chris
Schroeder (MI). The theme of the
conference is Don't Just Talk the
Talk, Walk the Walk (Col. 1:10).
Register early, seating is limited.

Mel Raab

30785 Tennessee

Roseville, MI 48066

(810) 294-3333

INDIAN CONFERENCE

The Indian Brethren Fellow-
ship will be hosting their Annual
Conference this year at the
Nazarene College, Mt. Vernon,
OH, from July 1-4. This year’s
theme is The All Sufficiency of
Christ. Speakers expected, D.V.:
J. Boyd Nicholson (ON), Ross
Rainey (MI), Tony Martin (ON),
and guest speakers from India.
For more information, contact:

Thomas Chacko

(203) 261-7806

IN THE CLOUDS

The 1995 Skyland Bible Con-
ference will be held July 1-7 at
The Castle in the Clouds atop of
Lookout Mountain, GA. This

year J. Philip Morgan (FL) and
John Phillips (TN) will be minis-
tering the Waord. To register, con-
tact:

Skyland Bible Conference

P.O. Box 754

Jamestown, NC 27282

Before June 30:

(919) 454-4927

After June 30

(706) 820-1560

FAMILY CAMP

Camp Li-Lo-Li’s Family Camp
is just around the corner. Family
Camp runs July 1-8 with the
opening of their new pool com-
plex and other exciting things
planned by Dan Huffman. J. B.
Nicholson (MI) will be minister-
ing from the Word. Contact:

Cathie Whitcomb

¢/o Camp Li-Lo-Li

8811 Sunfish Run Road

Randolph, NY 14772

(716) 945-2747

FAMILY VACATION?

Enjoy a family vacation and
conference at breathtaking
Yosemite National Park, CA,
from July 9-16, 1995. Arrange-
ments for the lodge or house-
keeping cabins can be made by
calling the Park directly at (209)
252-4848. For campground reser-
vations, call 1-800-365-2267, fifty-
six days prior to the conference.
Meetings will be held at Cathe-
dral Beach each morning with
evening meetings in small
groups at various cabins. For
more information:

Judy Stevens

5672 N. Woodson Avenue

Fresno, CA 93711

(209) 439-2288
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

Forget Not (Ps. 103:2)

GETTING SOME FRESH AIR

The Ezekiel Project is happy to
announce three seminars:

Basic Training Seminar

(July 24-28, 1995)

Reaching Children Seminar

(July 31-August 4, 1995)

Advanced Seminar

(August 7-11, 1995)

Each seminar will provide full
days of extensive classroom lec-
tures and workshops, and actual
field use of what you have
learned, in New York City. Con-
tact:

The Ezekiel Project, Inc.

P.O. Box 463123

Mt. Clemens, MI 48046-3123

NOT ROCKY FELLOWSHIP

Fellowship Family Camp pro-
vides an opportunity for families
to share with other believers in a
time of Bible teaching, fellow-
ship, and recreation in the scenic
Rocky Mountains. The camp is
located at Covenant Heights
Conference Center, seven miles
south of Estes Park on Highway
7. Plan to attend August 14-18.
For registration information, con-
tact:

Donald Norbie

2605 14th Avenue Court

Greeley, CO 80631

(303) 356-0817

LABOR DAY CONFERENCE

The Mid-5outh Bible Confer-
ence will be held this year at
Horton Haven Christian Camp
on Labor Day weekend, Septem-
ber 1-4. Bob Clark (TX) is the
scheduled speaker for the week-
end with Steve Decker coordinat-
ing the music and Jon Glock min-
istering to the teens. For more in-
formation, contact:

Mid-South Bible Conference

P.O. Box 90051
Nashville, TN 37209
(615) 889-2804

CALLING ALL MEN

Camp Li-Lo-Li (Randolph,
NY) will be hosting a Men’s Re-
treat September 15-16. The theme
for the Retreat will be “The Man
of God—Husband and Father,
Discipler and Planter.” Speakers
expected are: Dan Smith (IA),
Ken Brooks (FL), and Jack
Spender (CT). Contact:

Dale Brooks

Northgate Bible Chapel

6 Scenic Circle

Rochester, NY 14624

(716) 594-5327

COMMENDATIONS

The saints at Matheson Gospel
Chapel (Matheson, ON) would
like to announce the commenda-
tion of Sean and Vera O'Byrne to
the work of the Lord in
Guatemala for two years begin-
ning June 1995. Please pray for
them as they learn Spanish and
seek to serve the Lord far from
home. The O’Byrnes have two
children: Jeremy (4) and Rachel

@).

The Christians gathered in the
Name of the Lord at The Proper-
ties Christian Assembly (Calgary,
AB) have commended David and
Ruby Broadhead to the work of
the Lord at Salem Acres and else-
where as the Lord directs. Please
remember them in your prayers.

Twenty-five years ago, Berk-
shire Avenue Chapel (NY), and
Elmwood Gospel Chapel, jointly
commended Rose Brooks to the
work of the Lord at the Aman
Clinic in Multan, Pakistan. She

served there as a nurse for sever-
al years, and then went to care
for her mother, Mrs. Cyril Brooks
in Manila, Philippines. Some
time after the passing of her
mother, Rose felt she was needed
to continue with the assembly
work in Manila, and especially
with the Emmaus Correspon-
dence School work. During the
intervening years, the Elmwood
Gospel Chapel has become the
Amberst Bible Chapel (NY), and
recently the Berkshire Avenue
Chapel has been closed and
joined with the Amherst meeting.
In view of the changes in Rose’s
original commending assembly,
it is the intention of the Amherst
Bible Chapel to reconfirm their
faithfulness to her in prayer, fi-
nancial help, and support.

The believers at Bethel Chapel,
Riverside, CA, write: “It is with
real joy that the believers at
Bethel Chapel commend Raju
and Joyce Mathew to your care
and fellowship for the work of

the Lord in India.”

Raju and Joyce have three chil-
dren: Jeffery, Jennifer, and
Jerome. The assembly heartily
commends them to the work.

The saints at Christian Fellow-
ship Chapel in Pontiac, MI, have
informed us of their commend-
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Front Lines

ing Abbey and Binai Johnson to
the work of the Lord in India.
The assembly writes: “...Com-
fortable living could not stop [the
Johnsons] from obeying the Di-
vine call to serve Him full-time in
India where millions are perish-
ing without Christ.”

NUCLEUS FORMING

Some believers in the Clearwa-
ter, Florida, area are interested in
forming an assembly. They
would appreciate your prayers
and help if you happen to be in
the area. Please pray that the
Lord would raise up another bib-
lically qualified elder. Bill Davis
is presently fellowshipping at the
Brooksville Bible Chapel
(Brooksville, FL), and is one of
the assembly’s elders. If you
would like more information
about this work, contact:

Bill Davis

(813) 535-4430

PIONEERING HOME

Don McCormick was born in a
sod house in Palisade, NE, on
June 17, 1900. He was the son of
James and Nettie McCormick
whose families had moved there
from Missouri and lived on the
land James had homesteaded.

The most important event in
his life took place when as a

teenager he heard the gospel
from some traveling preachers
who came through the area. He
believed on Christ and passed
at that moment from death
unto life.

The second most important
event in his life occurred on
March 25, 1925, when he mar-
ried Ida Milner, whom he met
at a Bible conference in Kanara-

do, KS. They were introduced to
each other by pioneer preacher,
David Horn.

Don farmed in Nebraska until
1940, when he moved his family
ta Colorado for his children’s ed-
ucation.

Don'’s early and strong convic-
tions for New Testament church
principles led him to begin a new
work in a store facility early in
1940.

In time, the group outgrew
their humble beginnings and in
1950 the Boulder Bible Chapel
was built. From this work in 1967
a new work was started and be-
came the Fairview Bible

ANOTHER NEW VOICE
IN HEAVEN

There will be further details in
the next Uplook, but we wished
to inform the saints that the Lord
took brother Gerrit Bergsma
Home suddenly. He had been
suffering from kidney failure but
heart problems required exten-
sive emergency heart surgery
from which he did not recover. A
good brother and a faithful evan-
gelist, he will be deeply missed.

NEWS FROM RWANDA

Liliane Fuchsloch, a Swiss
nurse, labored for some months
in the unspeakable horror that is
Ruanda. But Peter and Jenny An-
drews, UK. missionaries serving
in Kigali, report that the assem-
bly there is prospering, with the
chapel packed every Sunday as
well as a lunch-time meeting for
workers in the town. Forty have
been baptized. They are caring
for 350 AIDS and war orphans
and widows,

Chapel.

It is a witness to Don'’s
faithfulness that his chil-
dren and his children’s

| A New Magazing?)

children follow the truths
that he held so dear. One of
his favorite texts, which
still hangs in the home
where he once lived, is 3
John, verse 4. “I have no
greater joy than to hear that
my children walk in truth.”

On February 13, 1993,
the Lord called Don Mec-
Cormick home to be with
Himself, waiting the day
when he would be able to
welcome his children and
their children to that celes-
tial shore.

In the Lord’s will, we are con-
sidering a new Young People’s
magazine (tentatively called
Summit) to begin in January
1996. A premiere issuc should be
appearing in the early fall to as-
sess interest in the project.

The magazine would be bi-
monthly and is intended to pro-
vide an opportunity for writing, a
forum for discussion of relevant
issues, and will include testi-
monies, missionary opportuni-
ties, news, and more. Watch this

space for further updates. M
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