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The Unknown God

he summer was drawing to a close. The
late-night ferry crossing from Newhaven,
England, to Dieppe, France, was jammed
with college students returning to the Con-
tinent. There seemed to be no end to the creativi-
ty expressed by my fellow travellers in finding
places to sleep. But a few of us were enjoying
the moon-lit ride too much to miss it by lying co-
matose while draped over some deck furniture.

Conversation was muted, general, and innocu-
ous. That is, until I brought up The Subject. The
G word. I asked the five who were sitting around
the table with me what they thought of God.

Their reaction absolutely stunned me. They
didn’t curse or argue. They only looked mildly
surprised, the raise-one-eyebrow-ever-so-slightly
kind of surprise. It was as if they had come
across Rip Van Winkle. Where had I been sleep-
ing? Didn’t I know that God was passé?

“God?” one of them replied. “You believe in
God?” I could read their expressions: How
quaint, they seemed to say. How provincial!

“May I tell you why?” I received five subtle
inclinings of the head, so subtle I might have
missed them if I had not been looking for a re-
sponse. But it was enough for me to plunge in.

“To be perfectly honest,” I began, “I suppose
the first reason I believe in the God of the Bible
is simply because my parents did. I was raised in
a home where the Bible was taken seriously.”

“Then if you had been brought up in a Bud-
dhist or Muslim home, that’s what you would
believe,” one of my travel-mates responded.

“Yes, that probably is true. At first, that is.
But the reason my parents’ faith was so convine-
ing to me is that it worked in their lives. The God
they believe in answered their prayers, comforted
them in their sorrow, gave meaning to their lives.
It would seem that some young people must be-
lieve in God in spite of their parents’ belief, not
because of it. But that’s only the first reason.”

My listeners seemed surprised that there was
more. I saw them shift a little in their chairs.
Several actually began to looked interested.

“My second reason for believing in the God
of the Bible is the universe around me. Every-

The tragedy
is not that
God is
unknown to
the pagan
masses
around us;
it is that He
is largely
unknown
even fo
His own.

thing I see tells me there is too much design for
there not to have been a Designer.”

“But,” countered the one in the corner, “how
can you say the world has a designer when there
is so much suffering and injustice?”

“Good point,” T agreed, “but a universe dam-
aged by sin is no more a proof of no God than a
house damaged by an earthquake is a proof of no
architect. That you used the word ‘injustice’
shows me you believe there is a transcendent
standard set by Someone greater than we are.
Every time we plead, “It isn’t right,” or, “It isn’t
fair,” we are appealing to a supreme standard.

“The Author who wishes to inscribe our lives
with His own magnificent purpose has written
His autograph on our hearts; we must close our
eyes to overwhelming evidence to be agnostics.

“Agnosticism (I was using an argument from
Fairbairn) assumes a double incompetence—the
incompetence not only of man to know God, but
of God to make Himself known. But,” T insisted,
“God has spoken!”

“T haven’t heard Him,” one student in the cor-
ner smiled slyly, as if accusing me of hearing
voices in the night.

“Perhaps you haven’t been wanting to hear.
Some people don’t find God for the same reason
that a thief doesn’t find a policeman. He has spo-
ken to us—through creation, history, our con-
sciences, the coming of Jesus Christ, and espe-
cially through the Bible.” Had any of them read
the Bible? I inquired. They hadn’t.

The lop-sided conversation continued until we
were called to gather our possessions for disem-
barking. Little progress seemed to be made, but
eternity will tell. I endeavored to simply share
the gospel with them, but I sensed they were de-
termined to go on aknowing the God who loved
them and had spoken to them through His Word.

Yet, tragic though it was, the question that
haunts me still is this: How well do / know God?
Is He a stranger, even to His own? His matchless
Book lies waiting, a great unexplored frontier
inviting pioneers to scale its heights, plumb its
depths, and discover the God who longs to reveal |

Himself to us. @
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Is the Bible Reliable?

hat the Scriptures are completely accurate
and reliable is evident to those who study
them, but the critic still points to alleged
discrepancies and apparent inaccuracies. Is
it s0? True, there might be copyist errors without

endangering even one doctrine. However, the If your
more we learn, the more we discover that these compass
supposed errors reveal not the unreliability of the ;
: : . does not
Scriptures but the insufficiency of human knowl- ;
edge. Look at some of these passages. point to the
CHRONOLOGICAL AND NUMERICAL DIFFICULTIES hor th’

what good is

1) The Exodus to the Temple. Apparent | ;
it but to give

chronological and numerical discrepancies are

often a source of difficulty to the Christian, but  you a fal se
are usually capable of a very simple explanation. sense o f
In 1 Kings 6:1, for example, the Holy Spirit de- £
clares that Solomon commenced to build the SECUTFILY as§
temple 480 years after the exodus from Egypt. you become
From the figures given by the Apostle Paul in :
Acts 13:17-22, however, the interval between the mcrfat;il; lgly

two events appears to be much longer, and care-
ful calculation shows that the period was not 480
but 584 years. When the book of Judges is exam-
ined and the periods of Israel’s subjection to hea-
then nations and the period of Abimelech’s
usurpation are added together, the total is found
to be 114 years, or the exact difference between
the two figures. There is thus no error, for in 1
Kings 6:1, the periods of Israel’s apostasy are
ignored as valueless in the sight of God.

2) Numbering of the People, At first
sight, the figures given in 2 Samuel
24:9 and | Chronicles 21:5 appear to
be mutually contradictory, but the
inconsistency vanishes when it is re-
alized that Samuel gives the number
of warriors in Israel and the total
number of men in Judah, whereas
Chronicles gives the total number of
men in Israel and only the number of
warriors in Judah.

3) Plague of Shittim. A similar difficulty
is found by a comparison of Numbers 25:9 and 1
Corinthians 10:8. No contradiction is here, how-
ever, for while the first passage states the total

number of deaths, the second gives merely the
number in one day.

4) Ornan’s Threshing Floor. In 2 Samuel
24:24, David is said to have paid Oman fifty
shekels of silver for his threshing floor, but in 1
Chronicles 21:25 the price is given as six hun-
dred shekels of gold. The accounts are not irrec-
oncilable, though. As Dean Kirkpatrick has
pointed out, “The immediate purchase of the
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of
silver was a distinct transaction from the subse-
quent purchase of ‘the place’—that is, the whole
area upon which the temple was erected—for six
hundred shekels of gold.”

5) Abraham’s Sepulcher. Referring to Abra-
ham’s sepulcher, Stephen, in Acts 7:16, declared
that it was purchased from the sons of Emmor of
Sychem. In Genesis 23:17, it is said that the pa-
triarch purchased the cave of Ephron the Hittite
for a sepulcher. There is no real difficulty here.
The two passages evidently refer again to two
different transactions. In the sepulcher of Gene-
sis 23, Abraham buried the body of Sarah; in the
sepulcher of Acts 7, Jacob’s sons were buried. It
is clear that there were two distinct sepulchers,
and that they were purchased on different occa-
sions.

HEezExIAn’S TRIBUTE

There are many apparent discrepancies
which disappear on closer examination.
For example, in 2 Kings 18:14, it is
stated that Hezekiah paid to Sen-
nacherib a tribute of 300 talents of
silver and 30 talents of gold. In the
Assyrian record, on the other hand,
the tribute is said to have been 800
talents of silver and 30 talents of
gold. This apparent discrepancy was
repeatedly quoted as evidence of the
unreliability of the Bible, until later
discoveries showed that 300 Hebrew tal-
ents of silver were the equivalent of 800 As-
syrian talents. Again the accuracy of the Word of
God was proved, to the discomfiture of its oppo-
nents.

>
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SARGON OF ASSYRIA

Up to a century ago, the reference in Isaiah 20 to
Sargon, King of Assyria drew the ridicule of skeptics
upon the prophecy. The Bible mentions this monarch
only once and profane history never referred to him at
all. It seemed fairly clear that no king of Assyria
named Sargon had ever lived and that the Scriptures
had made a mistake. Excavations at Khorsabad in
1842, however, resulted in the unearthing of the palace
of a king named Sargon and detailed Assyrian records
were discovered there which vindicated in tofo the
words of the Scriptures.

Tue HitTiTE EMPIRE

Another stumbling block was formerly to be found
in the reference in 2 Kings 7:6, to “the kings of the Hit-
tites,” about whom nothing was then known. The crit-

- ics declared emphatically that no empire of the Hittites

had ever existed. Again the spade validated the veraci-
ty of the Word of God. Excavations at Carchemish and
the discovery of the Hittite cuneiform archives at Bog-
hazkeuid in 1907 produced evidence that the unknown
Hittite empire was one of the greatest of ancient histo-
ry. Indeed, Prof. Hogarth declares that “the northern
half of Syria, northern Mesopotamia, and probably al-
most all Asia Minor were conquered by the Hatti be-
fore 1350 B¢, and rendered tributary; Egypt was forced
out of Asia; the Semitic settlements on the twin rivers
and the tribes in the desert were constrained to defer-
ence or defense.” In view of the description given by
H. G. Wells in The Outline of History, no scholar
would now question the accuracy of 2 Kings 7:6.

THE MURDER OF ZACHARIAS

In His terrible condemnation of the Jews in
Matthew 23:35-36, the Lord Jesus Christ referred to
the murder of “Zacharias, son of Barachias...between
the temple and the altar.” This appears to be a serious
error, for it is evident from 2 Chronicles 24:21 that the
father of the Zacharias who was slain in the holy place
was not Barachias but Jehoiada. From one of the Jew-
ish targums, however, we find that another Zacharias
was slain in the temple—one who was none other than
the prophet Zechariah, described in Zechariah 1:1 as
“the son of Berechiah.” Qur Lord made no mistake; He

Is the Bible Reliable?

reminded His hearers of a fact with which they were
well acquainted.

BELSHAZZAR

“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the
Chaldeans slain.” This reference in Daniel 5:30 to
“Belshazzar the king” was for centuries regarded as
evidence of the unreliability of the book of Daniel.
Throughout secular history, there was no mention of an
individual named Belshazzar, and the last king of
Babylon was proved to be not Belshazzar, but
Nabonidus, Moreover, the latter, far from having been
killed in Babylon, surrendered to his conquerors at
Borsippa.

The mystery was solved in 1876 by Sir Henry
Rawlinson’s discovery of a large number of cuneiform
tablets in Babylon. From these it became apparent that
Belshazzar was the son and heir of Nabonidus and that
he was actually ruling in the capacity of regent in
Babylon during his father’s absence, so that he might
reasonably have been described as king. The reference
to him in Daniel 5 as Nebuchadnezzar’s son is in con-
formity with the general Semitic custom of describing
a descendant as a son. The fact of the regency, of
course, explained the second difficulty that it was the
third, and not the second, place in the kingdom which
he offered to Daniel (Dan. 5:29). Again the accuracy of
the Bible is confirmed.

CONCLUSION

The difficulties to which reference has been made
are naturally only a few among the many which contin-
ually arise in the study of the Word and in the conflict
with its opponents. It would be foolish to deny that
there are difficulties. Indeed, as Dr. Griffith Thomas
has said, “In giving to us His Word, God has not been
pleased to make ecverything easy and obvious at
once...the presence of difficulties in the Bible is itself
an indication that the Bible is something more than a
human book, and contains a divine revelation of truth
that is beyond man’s unaided powers of discovery.”
Many of the apparent difficulties of the Bible, howev-
er, yield to careful and painstaking study, and the few
mentioned may serve as illustrations of the inerrancy
and divine accuracy of the Holy Writ, and be an en-
couragement to fuller trust in the Word., @
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NORTH AMERICAN NEWS FOR YOUR KNEES

FRONT LINES

2 IN THE PRAYER CLOSET

Shiloh Bible Camp’s Spring
Prayer Retreat is scheduled for May
2-4 (Cosmopolis, WA). These times
of prayer have proven to be a
tremendous spiritual boost to the
participants. Must be 18 or older to
attend. Contact: LeRoy Junker at
(360) 532-5179

2 AMICUS MINISTRIES

Amicus Ministries International
will be holding a “Short Term Mis-
sions Conference for the 21st Centu-
ry” May 2-4 at Elim Lodge Christian
Resort and Conference Center, in the
Kawartha Lakes area of Ontario.

There will be representatives and
displays from 5 or 6 missions agen-
cies such as MAF, SIM, MSC, IT,
and Sanctuary (Missions to the Inner
City). Special guest speaker will be
Tom Taylor (PA). Please contact
Amicus at (800) 732-2796

2 BARNABAS RETREAT

The fifth annual BRO will be
held at Kamloops Gospel Chapel
(BC) May 2-4. Jurgen Schulz (Bo-
livia) will be the keynote speaker
along with Mark Robinson. Contact:

Craig Funston

Home: (250) 578-7707

Work: (250) 376-6900

= SPRINGTIME IN FOREST
The annual Spring conference at
the Forest Gospel Hall, Forest, ON,
will be held, Lord willing, on May
2-4, 1997. The conference will begin
May 2 at 7:30 pM with a gospel
meeting. On Saturday, meetings are
scheduled at 2:30 and 7:00 pm. The
conference concludes Sunday at
2:30. Meals will be provided on Sat-
urday and Sunday. The expected
speakers are Boyd Nicholson and

Brian Gunning (both ON). Contact:
Bill Brandon at (519) 786-5518
Alex MclIntosh (519) 786-5038

> SPRING SHILOH ’97

A weekend conference focused
on God’s Word is scheduled for May
2-4 at Verdugo Pines Bible Camp in
Wrightwood, CA. Joe Reese (ON) is
the expected speaker. Contact:
David Dixon at (909) 944-6492.

2 BRINGING GOOD TIDINGS
The 20th Annual Ladies Spring
Missionary Conference is scheduled
for May 3 at Turner Rd. Chapel
(Windsor, ON). Registration begins
at 10:00 AM. The invited speakers
are Ruth Pitman (IA), Berta Foster
(MI), and Rita Hammandishe (Teen
Mission). For further details: Joyce
Armstrong at (519) 969-6435

2> WEEKEND IN LAWRENCE
The Lawrence Bible Chapel
(Lawrence, KS) has a conference
planned for May 3-4. The expected
speaker is William MacDonald
(CA). For accommodations, call
John Scollon at (913) 841-5271.

> WORKERS & ELDERS

The Fifth Annual Ontario Work-
ers’ & Elders’ conference is planned
for May 6-8 at the Wallenstein as-
sembly. The theme will be “God the
Father” and the expected speakers
are David Long (N. Ireland) and
Arnot Mclntee (ON). Everyone is in-
vited. To register, contact:

Patrick Long

Phone: (905) 433-0808

Fax: (905) 725-6167

pblong@idirect.com

2 GOSPEL CRUSADE
The Christians at Believer’s Bible

Chapel (Painesville, OH) are plan-
ning a series of evangelistic meet-
ings May 11-16 with Henry Sardina
(MO). Everyone is heartily invited
to attend. Your prayer for both the
meetings and the planned door-to-
door visitation is much appreciated.

2 SPIRITUAL LESSONS
Special meetings with David
Long at Pine Ridge Bible Chapel
(Townline Rd. N. at Adelaide Ave.
E.,Oshawa, ON) are planned for
May 11 (11 aM and 6:30 pM) and
throughout the week (May 12-16) at
7:30 pM. The Journeys of the Chil-
dren of Israel will be taught using a
7°x5" chart. Area assemblies are en-
couraged to attend and to invite their
family and friends—both saved and
unsaved. For more information:
George McCann at (905) 623-2223.

O NORTHWEST WORKERS
The Twenty-first Annual North-
west Workers Conference is sched-
uled May [3-16 at Lakeside Bible
Camp (Clinton, WA). The speaker is
David Glock (IA). Contact Dean
Mills (206) 874-9862 or 927-7999,

= SPRING CONFERENCE

Claremont Bible Chapel (Clare-
mont, CA) will hold a Spring confer-
ence, Lord willing, the weekend of
May 16 to 18. The planned speakers
are Mr. Jack Heseltine (OR) and Mr.
Alan Parks (MD). For information:

Henry Kamena

Phone: (909) 985-0437

h.w kamena@aol.com

2 FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Brandywine Chapel (Wilmington,
DE) will sponsor its next Young
Adult Conference on May 17. The
invited speaker is Dr. Arthur Garnes
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(MD) on the topic, “No Compro-
mise.” The first Bible study session
is at 10:00 AM and the conference
continues throughout the day until
dinner at 6:45. Contact:

David Colaiuta at (610) 429-4538

=~ SAN FRANCISCO AREA

The Christian Missionary Service
for the San Francisco Bay area as-
semblies will be sponsoring a mis-
sions conference on May 24 at
Fairhaven Bible Chapel, San Lean-
dro, CA. The focus will be on un-
reached peoples. For more info.:

Dennis McGee

Phone: (510) 538-9646

Fax: (510) 727-1433

® D 44TH CONFERENCE
 The Christians at Bethany Gospel
Chapel in Worcester, MA, announce
their 44th Annual Conference to be
held May 23-25, commencing at
7:30 pM on Friday, The rest of the
schedule is as follows:

Saturday: meetings at 2:30 and
6:30 with supper served at 5:00.

Sunday: Breaking of Bread at
11:00; ministry at 2:00 and 5:30 with
meals served at 12:00 and 4:30.

The expected speakers are I.
Boyd Nicholson (ON) and Dr. James
Naismith (ON). Contact Bob Bran-
tem at (860) 928-4072.

2> MEMORIAL WEEKEND

Meadow Ridge Bible Chapel
(West Fargo, ND) will hold their
1997 Memorial Weekend conference
on May 23-26 with Wm. MacDonald
and Jim McCarthy as speakers. Con-
tact Myron Martinson at (218) 233-
9790

2 NORTH IN THE SPRING
The Christian Assembly in Sav-

ern Bridge, ON will have their annu-
al conference on May 25 with Dan
Snaddon and Aubrey Dellandrea
ministering the Word. For more in-
formation, call (705) 687-8870 or
(705) 687-2226.

2 MEMORIAL DAY RALLY

The Christians in Springfield, NJ,
are planning their 70th Annual
Memorial Day Rally, to be held
Monday, May 26 at the Springfield
Athletic Field (Meisel Rd). Meetings
with Tom Taylor (PA) are scheduled
for 11:00 AM and 4:15 pM. A chil-
dren’s service will also be held at
4:15 on the football field. Meals and
recreation will be a part of the day.

If you have any questions, call
Don at (908) 272-6131.

= IN THE SKYLAND

The 41st Skyland Bible Confer-
ence will be held at Covenant Col-
lege, Lookout Mountain, GA, June
28-July 4. Speakers will be J. Phillip
Morgan and Joe Reese. The program
includes youth activities, children’s
meetings, Bible lessons, and nurs-
eries for children and toddlers at
every meeting. There will be no in-
crease in rates for the third consecu-
tive year. Registrars are:

John and Tina Taylor

PO Box 754

Jamestown, NC 27282

(910) 454-4927

2 SUMMER ADVENTURE

The Camp Li-Lo-Li (Randolph,
NY) summer camps begin with
Family Camp June 28-July 5, with
Larry Price (FL) as the speaker. This
will be followed by three pre-teen
camps (ages 9-13) July 5-26 and two
teen camps (ages 13-16) July 27
through Aug. 9 with Dave Stiefler

His ear waits to hear; His heart waits to care; His hand waits to act. Why wait?

(NY). Youth Camp will follow for
17-25 year olds Aug. 9-17 with
Frank Burgess (MQO) and Ray Blais
(NY) teaming up to teach the book
of Nehemiah. August 17-23 will be
Roundup Camp, featuring specialty
areas of learning for ages 11-16. The
Family Camp Weekend is scheduled
for Aug. 29-Sept. 1. Call Cathie
Whitcomb at (716) 945-4900 or
E-mail: campli-lo-li@msn.com

2 GREENWOOD HILLS

Greenwood Hills (Fayetteville,
PA) announces the following sched-
ule of family conferences and re-
treats for the 1997 summer season:

June 28-July 6 with Rob Lindsted
and Carroll VanRyn. Bob Deeds will
be the children’s speaker.

July 26-Aug. 3 with Wm. Mac-
Donald and Alan Parks. Mel Wistner
will be the children’s speaker.

August 16-24 with Randy Amos
and J. B. Nicholson. Don Dunkerton
will be the children’s speaker.

August 29-Sept. 1 (Labor Day
Conference) with Bob Gessner. Tom
Irwin will be the children’s speaker.

> UPWARD BOUND 97

Upward Bound will again be held
at Wilfrid Launier University (Wa-
terloo, ON), from Aug. 17-29. With
the encouragement of the saints at
Bethel (Waterloo) and Brockview
(St. Catharines) chapels, the first
week will offer an intensive Bible
study at the campus, involving
hands-on work led by small group
leaders. Other helpful subjects will
be addressed as well, such as cults,
creationism, and church principles.
Not for those who wish to lie in the
sun, it does promise a rewarding
spiritual challenge, the opportunity
to make new friends, and to enjoy
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