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Four Keys to Unlocking Prayer

hen the disciples asked the Lord Jesus to
teach them to pray, He was not finished
teaching when He gave them the famous
model prayer recorded in Matthew 6.

He would teach them by example, praying all
night under the stars He made, on transfiguration
mountain in the antechamber of heaven, even on
the Cross in an agony so horrific that it put the
sun in sackcloth and caused earth’s bosom to
heave in a paroxysm of sympathizing grief.

But He would teach them also through other
mortals who had learmed lessons in the penulti-
mate communication skill-—one-on-one with
God. The Apostle Paul left on record a series of
breathtaking prayers from his own life and min-
istry, God-sized prayers that would split the roof
over our assemblies and pour down heaven’s
bounty on us—if we would embrace these truths
and pray them up to God (see pp. 16-17).

The University of True Life instructs in 3D,
audio visual, virtuous reality. If we keep our eyes
and ears open, we can discover keys to unlocking
the unrestricted potential of prayer by spending
time with those valiant souls known as prayer
warriors. Allow me a few examples.

A well-known preacher friend of mine and I
stepped into the room of a retirement home.
Seated by the window sat an aged saint, Aunt
Essie, knitting an afghan. Her face glowed with
an other-worldly light. She made regular forays
there—business trips for the King.

The preacher and the prayer warrior were old
friends. I stood in the background as they began
a round-the-world journey. Stopping at one
country after another, they shared updates on the
Lord’s work there—missionaries, their
heartaches and dreams; missionary children, and
where they were attending school. On and on
they went, breathlessly spanning the globe.

After prayer, the preacher and I bid our good-
byes. And as we left the room, I turned and ex-
claimed, “That was amazing! What a memory!
How does she do that?”

“She prays for them every day,” he replied.

So there was a key principle in prayer: If you

By all means,
read about
prayer;
talk
about it;
think
about it;
teach
about it;
but then
don’t forget
that the
blessing
comes when
you
actually
do it.

have no interest in the Lord’s work, it's probably
because you’ve made no investment in it. No in-
vestment-—no interest. Bank on it.

I told the above story one evening at a prayer
meeting. A brother came to me, tears in his eyes
and a catch in his throat. “We were in the same
assembly,” he said. “One day, when 1 was a boy,
she came to me as [ stood with some other young
people. Putting her arm around me, she said,
‘I'm praying for you, Tommy, that you will be
saved.’

““You don’t need to pray for me,’ I said. ‘I
just got saved.’

““Then I'll pray for you all the more,” was her
reply.” This presses home the second key: Of
course one should pray for the lost. Paul wrote
that his prayer to God for Israel was that they be
saved. But our Lord reminds us that, though He
died for all, His intercessory ministry is directed
toward the needs of His people: “I pray not for
the world; but for those Thou hast given Me out
of the world.” The world, the flesh and the devil
have declared war on every Christian, unlike the
unbeliever. The sinners need our prayers, but the
saints need our prayers all the more!

Brother Clem, a shepherd of the flock, was
dying inch by inch of Lou Gehreig’s, ALS. At
last, all he had was movement in his thumbs. A
computer had been rigged so he could slowly,
painfully communicate, one letter at a time.
When his wife came into his hospital room one
morning shortly before he died a few weeks ago,
this message was on the screen: “O blessed God,
how kind are all Thy ways to me...”

Key number three: Pray much; praise more.
Prayers can tend to be negative. We bring to God
our needs, problems, cares, sicknesses—and s0
we should. But, Paul reminds us, our requests
should be “with thanksgiving.” How it sweetens
our prayer life, and our attitudes, too. If this story
of brother Clem touched my cold heart, what
must it have done to the heart of the Father?

Key number four? Do it!

>
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Assess Your Prayer Life

od is once more calling His people loudly
to a revival of faith in the divine efficacy
of prayer. Will you and I respond to His
call? That we may know what such a re-
sponse may invelve, may we let the Holy Spirit
reveal to us the condition of our prayer life, and
empower us to determine what it should be:

« Has my prayer life been powerless because
of some besetting sin?

« Has my prayer life been Aindered by haste,
irregularity, lack of definiteness, lack of system,
unbelief, lack of communion with God through
the study of His Word?

= Has my prayer life been fruitless? Have 1
had definite answers to prayer week by week?

= Has my prayer life been restricted to certain
stated seasons each day, or have I come to know
from experience what it is to pray “without ceas-
ing”?

» Has my prayer life been /imited to my own
life? To my own particular kind of work? To my
own mission field? Am I truly an intercessor
after God’s own heart?

» Has my prayer life been starved, or have I
devoted even one month of my daily Bible study
to letting the Lord teach me to pray from His
own example, His precepts, commands, and
promises about prayer?

» Has my prayer life been joyless? Has prayer

Does this
article
qualify for
our Current
Concerns
column?
It was
written eighty
years ago!
But nothing
could
be more
up-to-date
than this
heart cry.

been more a duty than a

g £
privilege? Do I love to
pray? Surely I must love
the One who hears and answers
my prayers.

* Has my prayer life been
growing? Am I learning more |
of the meaning, effica-
cy, and power of ////’:=

prayer? -
* Has my 2 7

prayer

life been

sacrificial?

Has it cost me anything in &4
time, strength, vitality,
love? Yet whatever it costs
me, how worthwhile to have ac-
cess to God's throne and answers
from God’s throne.

Deeper than the need of men; deeper far than
the need for money; deeper down at the bottom
of our spiritless life is the need for the forgotten
secret of prevailing world-prayer. Considering
the fearful consequences of it all, something like
criminal negligence has for years marked the at-
titude of the Church toward the matchless power
of prayer for the world. “For the eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous, and His ears are open
unto their prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). @

\‘\‘\

what SiZG Ar ?.

| will not therefore minimize my prayer,
But make if large as are the promises.
Since God is willing thus to bless,

No less an answer would | share..
Alas, for my smalll faith, '
Compared with what He saith.

yOU: Prayel's?

Therefore, henceforth, shall prayer be heard
From me according fo Thy Word.

I will request, as long as | shall live,

All God has shown His willingness to give.

As are the love and power His fruth declares,
So shall faith make the measure of my prayers.

]|

1
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NORTH AMERICAN NEWS FOR YOUR KNEES

9

> EASTER CONFERENCES
Grand Rapids, MI

The Christians at Northwest
Gospel Hall (Grand Rapids, MI)
have invited Art Auld and William
MacDonald to speak at their confer-
ence, March 28-30.

With the exception of the Lord’s
Supper on Sunday morning, all
meetings will be held at the facili-
ties of White Hills Bible Church
(3900 E. Fulton, Grand Rapids). For
a schedule of meetings or to arrange
overnight accommodations, call Tim
Johnson at (616) 791-4179.

Augusta, GA

Believer's Gospel Chapel expects
Tom Taylor (PA) and Rex Trogdon
(NC) as speakers March 28-30. Con-

)tact: Warren Hylton (706) 868-8252.

Media, PA

The Marple Christian Assembly
(Media, PA) has invited Clark Mec-
Clelland (NC), John Gordon (NC)
and David Robins (ON) to their con-
ference March 28-30. For info:
James Martindale (610) 273-3985.

Vancouver, BC

Seven assemblies in the Vancou-
ver area plan to host their Easter
conference at Granville Chapel
(5901 Granville St., Vancouver).
Randy Amos (NY), Dave Callaghan
(Ecuador) and Jurgen Schulz (Bo-
livia) are the invited speakers. For
more details: Norman Chandler
(604) 271-1083.

2 SPECIAL MEETINGS

The Riverview Chapel of Hinton,
WV, has scheduled meetings for
March 30 through April 2. The sub-
ject for the five meetings will be
“Rejoicing in the Will of God.” Dr.

Paul Carmean (Niceville, FL) will be
the speaker/musician.

> EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS

In the will of the Lord, Grace
Bible Chapel in Fullerton (metro Los
Angeles, CA) will hold a series of
evangelistic meetings April 4-6.
Bringing the Word at these meetings
will be brother Chris Schroeder
(MI). Other assemblies in the area
are invited to bring friends and fami-
lies who do not yet know the
Saviour. The saints there long for
your prayers at this time.

> WEEKEND AFTER EASTER
The Gospel Chapel in Baldwin

City, Kansas (Third and Chapel Sts.)
has scheduled an open-platform
conference on April 5-6. For meet-

ing times or accommodations, call
Ray Jones at (913) 594-3374.

2 MISSIONARY CLASS

The annual conference of the Sis-
ters” Missionary classes of Philadel-
phia and vicinity is to be held, D.V.,
on Apr. 5, 1997, at the premises of
Faith Community Church, 1200 Eas-
ton Rd., Roslyn, PA, from 10:30 to
4:00. For information: Mrs. Betty
Herman at (215) 482-1234

> TWO KINDS OF FOOD

Tom Taylor will be the guest
speaker at Hamilton Bible Fellow-
ship (Trenton, NJ) on April 5. A
covered dish dinner will be held. All
are invited. Call Tom Freeman at
(609) 585-1835 for details.

~ MEN’S RETREAT

In the will of the Lord, the South-
ern California Bible Conference in
the Los Angeles area will hold its
annual Men’s Retreat on April 11

and 12 at Verdugo Pines Bible
Camp. Chris Schroeder (MI) has
been invited to minister at these
meetings. All assemblies in the area
are invited to come and share in this
precious time to look into the Word
of God for encouragement, growth,
and leaming. For information, con-
tact Blaine VanAusdeln (562) 947-
1392 or Dick Smith (310) 370-3947.

= MISSIONS, HERE & THERE
Camp Iroquina will hold a men’s

retreat on April 11, 12, and 13. The
theme will be “Missions, Here and
There” with guest speakers Clarence
Grant (Prison Ministry), Paul Goli-
wasz (Inner City Ministry), Jerry
Pfaff (Papua, New Guinea), and
Mark Swaim (How to Get from Here
to There) Call Jim Weisbecker at
(717) 967-2577 for details.

2 REACH FOR THE WORLD
Greenwood Hills Bible Confer-

ence (Fayetteville, PA) plans to host
the 1997 Ladies’ Missionary Semi-
nar April 18, 19, 20. Hear reports
from Helen Pierce, Marion Schultz,
Cathy Ruff, Alice Buckland, and an
MK Panel. Areas of focus will be
Bolivia, Brazil, China, and Inner
City Youth in the US. Cost is $70.
Registration information may be ob-
tained by contacting Greenwood
Hills (7062 Lincoln Way East,
Fayetteville, PA 17222).

= LADIES’ CONFERENCE
The Southern Michigan Ladies’

Missionary Conference will be held
at Forest Hills Bible Chapel, 4637
Ada Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI, on
April 19, 1997 from 9:30 to 3:30.
Speakers expected: Ann VanderLaan
(India), Jean Wunsch (Indonesia)
and Maureen Williamson (the Islam-
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Front Lines

ic population in France). Contact:
Ruth Graether at (616) 365-9032

2 LIMON CONFERENCE

The annual Bible conference at
Limon Bible Chapel (385 ] Ave.,
Limon, CO) is scheduled for Apr.
19-20. The invited speakers are Dan
Smith (IA), Neil Dougal (MA), and
Ben Parmer (CO). Accommodations
and meals provided. For informa-
tion, call (719) 775-9788 or (719)
346-8547.

2> MINI CONFERENCE

Wauwatosa Community Chapel
(2200 North 67 St,, Wauwatosa, WI)
will host their annual Spring Mini-
Conference on Saturday, April 19.
Willi Gyger (French Guiana) has
been invited to speak on “The River
Crossings of Scripture.” Meeting
times are 2:00 pM - 8:00 rMm.

2 BIBLICAL ELDERSHIP
Horton Haven Christian Camp
(Chapel Hill, TN) will be hosting a
men’s retreat April 25-26. Alexander
Strauch (CO) will be teaching on
“What Is Biblical Eldership—A
Challenge to Eldership™ All men are
invited to learn more about church
leadership as outlined in Scripture
and how this should direct their
lives. Please call Matt Phelan at
(615) 364-7656 for information.

Z BE STRONG
& OF GOOD COURAGE

The 17th Annual Ladies’ Spring
Retreat will be held at Guelph Bible
Conference Grounds, (Guelph, ON)
April 25-27, Lord willing. The re-
treat is scheduled to begin at 5:00 on
Friday evening and will run until
1:30 Sunday afternoon. Speakers ex-
pected are Marion Loney (ON) and

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

Ruth Schwertfeger (WI). Registra-
tion forms and details available
from: Mrs. Margaret Peat at (905)
791-4604

2 PALOS HILLS SPRING
CONFERENCE

The Palos Hills Christian Assem-
bly (Palos Hills, IL) will host a
weekend conference Apr. 25-27.
Meetings are scheduled to begin Fri-
day evening at 7:30. The expected
speakers are Wm. MacDonald (CA),
Wm. Burnett (ON), and Alan Parks
(MD). For details please call Robert
Fiebig at (708) 448-2552.

> MISSIONARY BREAKFAST

The Fourth Annual Missionary
Breakfast will be held at the Ramada
Parkway Inn in St. Catharines, ON,
on Saturday, Apr. 26. Tickets for the
buffet breakfast are $12.00 (CDN) or
§10.00 (US). The breakfast will start
at 8:30 am. They expect to have re-
ports from various mission fields
from around the world. Tickets may
be purchased from:

Bill Allison

Phone: (905) 336-8101

Fax: (905) 336-2881

hw.allison@sympatico.ca

2 WORD ALIVE WEEKENDS

Several assemblies in Winnipeg,
MB, will host a Word Alive Week-
end on April 25-27 at Grace Chapel,
with Rob Lindsted (KS), Lord will-
ing. For information:

Ron Hampton

206 Larchdale Cres.

Winnipeg, MB R2G 0A4

Phone: (204) 338-2591

2 IN THE PRAYER CLOSET
Shiloh Bible Camp’s Spring
Prayer Retreat is scheduled for May

Forget Not (Ps.103:2)

2-4 (Cosmopolis, WA). These times
of prayer have proven to be a
tremendous spiritual boost to the
participants. Must be 18 or older to
attend. Contact: LeRoy Junker at
(360) 532-5179

2 AMICUS MINISTRIES
Amicus Ministries International
will be holding a “Short Term Mis-
sions Conference for the 21st Centu-
ry”’ May 2-4 at Elim Lodge Christian
Resort and Conference Center, in the
Kawartha Lakes area of Ontario.
There will be representatives and
displays from 5 or 6 missions agen-
cies such as MAF, SIM, MSC, IT,
and Sanctuary (Missions to the Inner
City). Special guest speaker will be
Tom Taylor (PA). Please contact
Amicus at (800) 732-2796 Q

> BARNABAS RETREAT
FOR OUTREACH

The fifth annual BRO will be
held at Kamloops Gospel Chapel
(BC) May 2-4. Jurgen Schulz (Bo-
livia) will be the keynote speaker
along with Mark Robinson. If you
have any questions or would like to
register, please contact:

Craig Funston

Home: (250) 578-7707

Work: (250) 376-6900

2 SPRINGTIME IN FOREST

Christians at Forest Gospel Hall
(ON) have invited Boyd Nicholson,
Sr. (ON) and Brian Gunning (ON) to
speak at their conference May 2-4.
1997. For further information: Bill
Brandon at (519) 786-5518.

2 SPRING SHILOH ’97
A weekend conference focused
on God’s Word is scheduled for May /

2-4 at Verdugo Pines Bible Camp inj)
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Our God is neither enriched by withholding nor impoverished by giving: ask!

b

N

Wrightwood, CA. Joe Reese (ON) is
the expected speaker. For registra-
tion, contact: David Dixon at (909)
944-6492,

Z BRINGING GOOD TIDINGS
The 20th Annual Ladies Spring
Missionary Conference is scheduled
for May 3, 1997 at Turner Rd.
Chapel (Windsor, ON). Registration
begins at 10:00aM. The invited
speakers are Ruth Pitman (IA), Berta
Foster (MI) and Rita Hammandishe
(Teen Mission). For further details:
Joyce Armstrong at (519) 969-6435

Z WEEKEND IN LAWRENCE
Bible  Chapel
(Lawrence, KS) would like to an-
nounce their conference planned for
May 3-4. The expected speaker is
William MacDonald (CA). For ac-
commodations, call John Scollon
(913) 841-5271.

Lawrence

2 WORKERS & ELDERS

The Fifth Annual Ontario Work-
ers’ and Elders’ conference is
planned for May 6, 7, and 8 at the
Wallenstein assembly. The theme
will be “God the Father” and the ex-
pected speakers are David Long (N.
Ireland) and Arnot Mclntee (ON).
Plenary sessions and seminars are
also anticipated. Everyone is heartily
invited to attend. To arrange your
registration, contact:

Patrick Long

Phone: (905) 433-0808

Fax: (905) 725-6167

pblong(@idirect.com

2 NORTHWEST WORKERS
The Twenty-first Annual North-
west Workers Conference is sched-
uled May 13-16 at Lakeside Bible
Camp (Clinton, WA). Speaker is

David Glock (IA). Contact Dean
Mills (206) 874-9862 or (206) 927-
7999.
2> SPRING CONFERENCE
Claremont Bible Chapel (Clare-
mont, CA) will hold a Spring confer-
ence, Lord willing, the weekend of
May 16 to 18. The planned speakers
are Mr. Jack Heseltine (OR) and Mr.
Alan Parks (MD). For information:
Henry Kamena
Phone: (909) 985-0437
h.w.kamena@aol.com

> SAN FRANCISCO AREA

The Christian Missionary Service
for the San Francisco Bay area as-
semblies will be sponsoring a mis-
sion’s conference on May 24, 1997
at Fairhaven Bible Chapel, San Le-
andro, CA. The focus will be on un-
reached peoples.

For more information:

Dennis McGee

Phone: (510) 538-9646

Fax: (510) 727-1433

> CAMP MANAGERS NEEDED

Emmanuel Bible Camp (PEI,
Canada) is looking for a husband
and wife team to manage the camp
for the summer season which runs
Jun, 1-Aug. 31. Prayerful considera-
tion is appreciated. Contact:

Ron MacDougall

Phone: (902) 566-2024

= COMMENDATIONS
Daniel and Teressa Pierce

The believers of Grove Park
Chapel (Durham, NC) commend
Daniel and Teressa Pierce to youth
ministry. They have been serving in
this capacity at their assembly for
several years. They are the parents
of Dan (15) and Ben (13). Your
prayer for their ministry is valued.

Front Lines

Dave and René Imre

The saints at Faith Bible Chapel,
Simcoe, ON, wish to advise readers
that they have withdrawn their com-
mendation of Dave and René Imre as
they have left New Tribes Mission
and Dave is returning to secular
work. They remain in happy fellow-
ship at Faith Bible Chapel.

2 NEW ASSEMBLY LISTING
Believers Bible Fellowship
P.O.Box 1265
Pearl City, HI 96782
Dennis Medeiros (808) 456-6581
Sunday: Breaking of Bread 9:15;

Preaching & Sunday School 10:00.

2 WITH THE LORD
Tony Dixon

Tony Dixon was called home
suddenly on December 29, 1996, at
the age of 40. Several hundred peo-
ple overflowed the funeral home,
many to whom Tony had witnessed,
both concerning salvation and serip-
tural assembly gathering.

Tony is survived by his wife,
Susan, and their son, Jason, as well
as his mother and a sister and broth-
er.

Minnie Lievers

Minnie Lievers, a prayer warrior
from Edmonton, AB, went home to
heaven on January 1, 1997, at the
age of 85. Trefor Higgins officiated
at the funeral and Sam Kiffiak was
the song leader and gave a eulogy.

Joe Vasilinda

Joe Vasilinda went to be with the
Lord on January 18, 1997, after sev-
eral weeks in a hospital in Templis,
VA . The funeral was conducted by
Don Welborn and Ralph Nowell.

u
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Have You Hugged An

Elder Lately?

WHAT'S COOKING?

e recently have heard of Christians in two assemblies
who decided to express their appreciation to their el-
ders before their elders’ funerals (the usual time to
wax eloquent about others)—a novel approach in-

deed. One assembly’s young ladies (the New Hampshire
Avenue Assembly in Silver Spring, MD) planned a lovely

evening with a dinner in
honor of the elders
and their wives.
The lower au-
ditorium was fes-
tooned with dec-
orations, a head
table was pro-
vided for the
honorees, and a
lovely after-din-
ner program was
arranged with an
appropriate mes-
sage from broth-
er Alan Parks
and some musi-
cal renditions by
the young ladies
(who had also
served the meal).
Gifts were given
to the elders and

s Elder
A P preciralion

Night!

principle. And no one deserves more honor these days
than the men who do one of the most thankless jobs on
the planet, and the wives who stand with them.

The elders of another assembly (the Moncton
Gospel Hall in Moncton, NB) received a happy sur-
prise recently with a custom card sent to them by a
number of appreciative sheep in their flock. Several of
the elders were going through job-related difficulties
and one of the wives was undergoing serious health
problems; this prompted this group of believers to feel
that a timely encouragement might come through a
homemade card.

Inside the card was an expression of appreciation
for these faithful laborers and their life partners. One
of the elders, with a catch in his voice, wondered out
loud if they were the only group of elders that had re-
ceived such a card.

They have cards for every occasion (Happy Di-
vorce?) but I've never seen a Thank Your Elders card.
Don’t hold your breath for Hallmark or Carlton tg
catch on. But we ought to catch on! Find ways to ex-
press your appreciation now, while it will do some
good. Your elders may not need financial help, but can
you do their car repairs? Yard work? Buy them a good
book? Take them to Sunday dinner? Whatever way
you find to help these helpers, to encourage these en-
couragers, be sure that if we took notice of these two
examples, the Chief Shepherd will take notice of your
kindness to His under-shepherds.

of the assembly’s appreciation for the labors of love,
teaching, wise counsel, and guidance given to the as-
sembly by these men who are faithfully supported by
their mates.

So, young people (or young couples), there is just
enough time to plan a delightful spring banquet for
your elders and their wives. No doubt older believers
would be happy to contribute food or funds to cover
costs, [t's a great idea, and a real boost to the local
church. “Honor to whom honor” is a good biblical

Hand lettered or computer generated, a homemade
card like this one will warm the hearts of God’s
Sfaithful servants who need a little encouragement
as much as you do.
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