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EDITORIAL

SAVOR IT!

J. B. NICHOLSON |R.

T R e R P R YRR RSN

HERE IS AN AWFUL WARMTH about my
heart like a load of immortality,” wrote John
Keats in a letter to J, H. Reynolds. It was a
similar impression that hundreds of atten-
dees had as they left the Hyatt Regency Cincinnati after
four days of “heaven on earth.” The ministry at Mis-
sion93, convened by CMML, drew our minds to
Christ; the singing drew our hearts to glory; the fellow-
ship drew our souls to one another. Some of us almost
wished we didn’t have to leave.

But we did leave. Most of us are not in Cincinnati
now. We’re in Wichita and Vancouver and Colorado
Springs and Augusta and Timmins and a hundred other
cities and towns across the continent. I hope we
haven’t got over it. This issue of Uplook is to help you
so you don’t. And if you weren't able to make it to the
conference, this should give you a taste.

The human race has an amazing faculty to anticipate
the future and recall the past, giving a zestful flavoring
to the present. In fact, we have four tastebuds of the
soul. T suggest they are memory, conscience, discern-
ment, and imagination. With these internal senses, we
“taste” experiences and then may “season” to our lik-
ing, or leave out certain ingredients we find distasteful.

Memory is the power to selectively call to mind a
portion of what has been retained in the brain. It is per-
haps more remarkable what we do not remember at any
given time. One would be driven to madness if, for ex-
ample, when the word “Mother” was brought to our at-
tention, we suddenly recalled every association we ever
had with mothers. It is this ability to instantaneously
filter out what is not relevant that astounds me.

Of course, memory does not only draw on mere
facts; it is a multi-media resource. The sight of a long-
ago loved one’s smile, or the sounds of a summer
evening 1n our childhood—crickets playing their vio-
lins, a screen door slamming, a car accelerating into the
night. I remember the smells of the Sunday roast, my
grandmother’s peonies, the watered soil after spring
planting. But stored away, awaiting recall, are emo-
tions, sensory feelings, and impressions as well.

I can vividly see on the screen of my mind a frozen
[rame of life from more than twenty years ago. Return-

ing from a meeting on a Lord’s Day, I was passing
through Spring Lake, a picturesque town just west of
Grand Rapids. Suddenly the aftermoon stillness was
torn in two with the ragged wail of an approaching am-
bulance. I pulled to the curb.

The emergency vehicle hurtled past. Immediately
behind was a blue 50’s Chevy pickup. Hunched over
the wheel, jaw taut, was a young man. Leaning into his
shoulder, a weeping woman. It is still as stark as a
Rockwell painting in my mind.

I could only imagine the young child, object of the
couple’s devotion, in the ambulance that day. I do not
know the end of the story. But what I wonder is why I
have this snippet from someone else’s life story in my
memory file. What is it doing there?

However, memory is not the only one doing filing
in the storeroom of my mind. There is conscience.
Conscience works through the documents on its own
time, often in the dead of night. Conscience, unlike
memory, does not ask, Where is the file? but, What is it
doing here? There are no closed cases for this watch-
man of the soul, no statute of limitations. And con-
science has an amazing memory of its own.

Discernment asks another question: Is it worth-
while? Is there something better? Although the life has
phenomenal storage capabilities, they are limited. I do
not have time, energy, nor resources for everything.
Discernment assesses the data to discard from the life
what is less than the best (see Phil. 1:10).

Imagination, or vision if you wish, considers what is
and asks what might be. It is evidently a faculty given
by God, but often commandeered by the devil (Gen.
6:5). Yet it is essential to life and growth. “Where there
is no vision, the people perish.” Vision knows we live
in a marred world but sees beyond to a mighty God.

So having feasted on the good things of God (espe-
cially as presented at Cincinnati), and sipped them
again in our memories, what are we going to do now?

I remember standing beside a brother, waiting for a
conference to begin. A young man, who looked like he
had dressed on the way, rushed in and breathlessly
asked my friend, “When does the service start?”

“Just as soon as the conference is over.”
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OWEVER ONE FEELS about the present
condition of New Testament assemblies in
North America, most would agree that there
are sweeping changes afoot. What are some
of the influences that affect the present climate?

1. “INTELLECTUAL MoOBILITY”

As never before, ideas from the broad “market-
place” of Christendom are infiltrating assembly think-
ing. “Christian” radio, television, literature, and music
flows freely into the homes and minds of assembly be-
lievers. There was a day when we were largely isolated
from such influences. Some would suggest that this ex-
posure is a good thing. But is it? There is no question
that we may profit from many Christians from a variety
of backgrounds. But the end times are marked by men
among us “speaking perverse (truth with a twist)
things, to draw away disciples after them™ (Acts
20:30). Young believers especially should be protected
from damaging influences. Paul warns, “Mark them
which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doc-
trine which ye have leamned; and avoid them. For they
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but...by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple” (Rom. 16:17-18).

The assembly is especially suited for this with a
built-in safeguard: “Let the prophets speak two or
three, and let the other judge” (1 Cor. 14:29). There
should be godly men in each assembly who will be
able to discern not only error but also unprofitable min-
istry and move to rectify this.

2. A GROWING IGNORANCE OF THE BIBLE

In spite of a burgeoning of books, tapes, videos, re-
treats, etc., there is a rising Bible illiteracy among as-
semblies in general. To get a feel for this, look at the
list on Chart 2. How many of these doctrines have been
well covered in your assembly in the last year? In the
last decade? In your lifetime? When I was a child, our
assembly had a minimum 2-week gospel campaign
each year (Soteriology 101), a 2-week ministry series,
a weekly ministry meeting, and Sunday School—
through the Bible in 5 years. The Young People’s was

a 45-minute Bible study each week. In addition, we
were at conferences on Easter and Thanksgiving week-
ends. The only way to learn the Book is to keep at it.

3. FAMILY ALTARS ON THE ENDANGERED LIST

1 have travelled widely in North America and stayed
in the finest Christian homes, yet I rarely see the family
gathered around the Word, praying or singing together.
Here is a wise saying: “And thou shalt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou ris-
est up” (Deut. 6:7). This sounds like an immersion
course to me! And if this was under law, what a privi-
lege to share the riches of His grace with loved ones.

4. INCREASING SECULARIZATION

We must recognize the difference between separa-
tion and isolation. However, separation is rarely men-
tioned today. Infiltration is the emphasis of Evangeli-
calism. Mothers, who once stood as guardians of the
home, are often AWOL. Fathers are pressured by em-
ployers to protect their jobs by trading their lives for it.
Job fulfillment is now a valid goal for Christians.
Homes are filled with the sights and sounds of Egypt—
“rock music” instead of Christian songs, questionable
videos and TV programs, etc. How much time, money,
and effort goes into this world and that world by com-
parison? Don’t kid yourself. Where your treasure is,
your heart is sure to be. This is especially discerned in
the paucity of true worship and the effort to pre-plan it.

As the world’s standards drop, the Christians’ stan-
dards drop too—a respectable distance above, you un-
derstand. But after a while, the Christian’s standards
are below where the world’s were just a short time ago.
It is a slow but steady erosion.

5. THE MISSING GENERATION

The first postwar generation (now 50-60 years of
age) is almost non-existent in assemblies in North
America. Of the few that remain, most have not applied
themselves to the Word and are not ready to take seri-
ous responsibility in local churches. They should now
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be taking up the baton for the next leg of the race.
Whatever the reasons, we must face the challenge.
Older men must be willing to run on—faint, yet pursu-
ing—until the next generation can carry on. It is hard
for older men to keep at it, especially standing for the
truth in the face of mounting opposition, but it must be
done! It will be hard to entrust the assembly (their life!)
into the hands of young men they remember in diapers.
It will also require a tremendous effort for these young
men to take such a heavy burden at a time when they
are finishing an education, raising a family, establish-
ing a career, and grappling with serious Bible study—
but it must be done! And done, starting soon.

6. RETREATING EVANGELISTIC ZEAI

Isn’t it tragic that people on their way to heaven
have little concern over people on their way to hell? In
many assemblies, gospel outreach is pathetic. At one
end of the spectrum, some proclaim the message, but
with no sinners present. At the other end, some use an
array of methods to entice a crowd, and forget the mes-
sage. Thankfully, in some quarters there is a resurgence
in evangelism. But much ground has been lost; there is
no time to waste.

7. A LACK OF DISCERNMENT AMONG OVERSEERS

Spiritual discernment is spoken of as a gift (1 Cor.
12:10), one that must be exercised. But Hebrews 5:12-
14 suggests that all believers have the possibility of im-
proving their ability to discern by habitually being ex-
ercised by the meat of the Word. I take “meat” to mean
the taking in of the truth without someone else having
done the work (as with milk). May God give us more
leaders who know how to study the Word for them-
selves, how to make decisions with it as the final au-
thority, and how to teach the Lord’s people by practice
and precept. We need to order in some midnight oil!

8. INCREASING FRAGMENTATION

We cannot help but grieve over the polarization be-
tween assemblies and fragmentation (plethora of Bible
versions, hymnody, and special interest divisions by
age, target audiences selected by demographic studies,
etc.) within them. Because of the practiced autonomy
of such local churches, it is unlikely that a “split” can
occur (unless a group of assemblies band together in
some confederacy—which is being advocated by
some). But apart from one exclusive-minded group that

rejoined Exclusivism in 1892, there has been tension,
but no “national” division. May it long be so.

However, on a local level, tensions will obviously
increase when nearby churches take divergent views on
what many consider key issues. “Can two walk togeth-
er except they be agreed?” Some say: Agree to dis-
agree. But is it possible for those who believe the sug-
gested alternative is a flagrant violation of the Word of
God? Theoretically, fellowship is based on life in
Christ, but practically, fellowship means to share what
we have in common. One cannot continue “in fellow-
ship” with a local church when constantly grieved by
what is being practiced.

9. A Loss oF ASSEMBLY DISTINCTIVES

Often when I ask young people these days what the
characteristics of a New Testament assembly are, I get
answers like these: We don’t have a pastor—or minis-
ter. We don’t have a name. We don’t have a headquar-
ters. We don’t let our women do much...

So it goes. But are these answers true? A true New
Testament church does have a Senior Pastor—Christ,
the Chief Shepherd; we do have other pastors (in plu-
rality as the Scripture teaches) in our elders. We do
have a name; we meet in the name of the Lord Jesus.
This is not our exclusive right; it is for all who will
take the teaching of 1 Corinthians 1:11-13 seriously.
We have a headquarters too—our risen Head is in
heaven. He is not a figurehead; He is to be the func-
tioning Head, and two heads are not better than one!

And what about the ministry of women? Is it we
who have given her the sphere of her ministry? The
conclusion of 1 Corinthians 11-14 makes it clear that
these are “the commandment of the Lord” (14:37). Is
this sphere demeaning? It is the same position in refer-
ence to the man as Christ took in relation to God (1
Cor. 11:3). Is it restrictive? The woman’s ministry is as
high as heaven; there is no restriction on her ministry
to the heart of God as a holy priest. And her ministry
encompasses the whole world; as a royal priest, there is
no restriction on her witness. The only limitation is that
in keeping with divine order she is not to represent the
assembly to God or God to the assembly. But she cer-
tainly is not to be silent in her heart—what God hears!

Every generation must rediscover the truth for itself.
My generation had everything given to them, but you
cannot be given the truth: “Buy the truth, and sell it
not” (Prov. 23:23). It’s a buyer’s market! —J. B. N. Jr.
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SOUTHEASTERN WORKERS
The 1994 Southeastern Workers’

Conference is scheduled to be held,
Lord willing, on February 22-23,
1994, at Grove Park Chapel
(Durham, NC). The main confer-
ence speakers are J. B. Nicholson,
Jr., and David Robbins. Seminar
leaders include Liddon Sheri-

for this year’s conference will be Be
Ye Holy for I am Holy—1 Peter
1:16. Speakers expected are Jim
McKendrick (MI) and J. Boyd
Nicholson, Sr, (ON). More informa-
tion is available by contacting:

CMML, Inc.

(908) 449-8880

vited to attend. The speaker, Lord
willing, will be Charles Fizer, Di-
rector of Emmaus Correspondence
School. Contact:

Don Dunkerton

112 Cranford Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1373

dan, Bill King, Jon Reimer,
Steve Andrews, Larry Batts,
Dave Pollack, Thom Gould, and
Dale Brooks. Area hotels avail-
able to those who register early;
a special discount has been ar-
ranged. Also, accommodations
for those wishing to stay with
local believers. For information
or registration forms, contact:

L. H. Price

4128 Lillie Liles Road

Wake Forest, NC 27587

(919) 266-0221

PACK THE WINNEBAGO

The believers at Countryside
Bible Chapel (Winnebago, IL)
have announced their plans, in
the will of the Lord, to hold a
Spring Mini-Conference on
March 18-20. The theme of the
Conference—The Life of Christ.
Speaker will be David Glock.
Contact;

Jerre Wright

CLARIFICATION ON THE U.S.
IRS RULING

In the December Uplook, we reported
that a new IRS regulation requires an off-
ical receipt from the church or charitable
organization when the donation exceeds
$250.00. This $250 limit is on a per con-
tribution basis. In other words, if you
gave $50 per week for 52 weeks, your
total contribution would be $2,600, but
because each contribution was less than
$250, your cancelled check would be suf-
ficient to satisfy the IRS.

However, if you made your weekly
contribution in cash and not by check,
you could run into problems if the IRS
audits your tax return. Technically you
are allowed to deduct the contributions,
but you have no way of proving that your
donations did not individually exceed the
$250 limit. Because you can’t prove that
the donations were less than $250.00, the
IRS could deny the whole amount of
your donations.

IOWA CONFERENCE

The saints at the New Hart-
ford Assembly (New Hartford,
IA) would like to extend an invi-
tation to their Bible Conference
to be held on March 25-27,
1994, Speakers expected are
Kurian Parayil (MN) and Dan
Linsted (KS). Meals and
overnight accommodations pro-
vided, along with a special ac-
tivity for the young people after
Saturday evening’s session.
Contact:

New Hartford Assembly

c/o Ed Behrends

905 Beaver Street, Box 187

New Hartford, IA 50660

SCOTTLEA
CONFERENCES

Annually, the Scottlea As-
sembly (St. Catharines, ON) en-
joys a Bible Conference each
Spring and Fall. For 1994, the

Spring Conference will be held

1712 S. Winnebago Road
Winnebago, IL 61088

CMML CONFERENCE

The CMML Spring Conference
will be held March 19, 1994 at Ter-
rill Middle School, Terrill Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey. The theme

LEADERSHIF CONFERENCE
Prospect Bible Chapel (Hartford,

CT) will be hosting the Northeast
Leadership Conference on Tuesday,
March 22, 1994, at 9:30 A.M. All
elders, full-time workers, and those
interested in the Lord’s work are in-

on March 26 and the speaker will
be Arthur Dixon. The Fall Confer-
ence will be held October 1 and the
speaker will be Robert Linsted
(KS). Contact:

Arnot Mclntee

(905) 687-7459 or

(905) 641-4406
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EASTER CONFERENCE

The saints at the Arlington St.
Gospel Chapel (Winnipeg, MB) in-
vite the Lord’s people to their annu-
al Easter Conference to be held
April 1-3, 1994. A good time
around the Word and in fellowship
with other believers is expected.
Speakers are: Les Rainey (BC) and
Fernand St. Louis (PQ). More infor-
mation is obtainable by contacting:

Arlington St. Gospel Chapel

603 Arlington Street

Winnipeg, MB R3G 126

LADIES’ MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE

The Annual Conference of the
Sisters’ Missionary Classes of
Philadelphia, PA and vicinity will
be held April 9, 1994. The confer-
ence will be held at the Faith Com-
munity Church, 1200 Easton Road,
Roslyn, PA. For more information,
contact:

Mrs. Betty Herman

430 Flamingo Street

Philadelphia, PA 19128

(215)482-1234

A “ROCKY?” CONFERENCE

The Annual Bible Conference at
the Limon Bible Chapel (Limon,
CO) is scheduled to be held on
April 23-24, 1994, Speakers expect-
ed: Herman Luhm, Dan Linsted,
and Ben Parmer. Accommodations
and meals are provided. Contact:

Limon Bible Chapel

P.O. Box 1208

Limon, CO 80807

(719) 775-9788

A BARNABAS GETAWAY
The Second Annual Barnabas

Retreat will be held at the Kam-
loops Gospel Chapel (Kamloops,
BC) on April 29-May 1, 1994. Ger-

rit Bergsma will speak and there
will also be several workshops.

The theme for the retreat is “En-
couraging and Equipping for Evan-
gelism.” For more information,
contact:

Craig Funston, Registrar

¢/0 1365 Tranquille Road

Kamloops, BC V2B 3K5

(604) 376-7705 or 578-7707

ONTARIO WORKERS’ &
ELDERS’ CONFERENCE

The second annual Ontario
Workers® and Elders’ Conference
will be held on May 3-5, 1994. The
site for this year’s conference will
be in the city of St. Catharines,
using the Scottlea Chap facilities.

This year’s theme—7Thy Word
Have I Hid in Mine Heart—will
focus on the authority of the Word
of God and how it relates to the
world in which we live. For more
details, contact:

Steering Committee

206 King Street, E.

Box 26044

Oshawa, Ontario L1H 8R4

MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE

The Mid-South Conference for
1994 will be held at Horton Haven
Christian Camp and Conference
Grounds in Chapel Hill, TN on July
10-15, 1994, Tom Taylor (PA) is
the expected speaker.

Also, John Phelan, who has been
director of the conference for more
than 30 years, has turned these re-
sponsibilities over to Dave King.
Dave has been mvolved with Mid-
South for some 20 years. For more
information, contact:

Mid-South Bible Conference

Horton Haven Christian Camp

Box 276

Chapel Hill, TN 37034

HERITAGE TOUR

Make your plans now to join
Mark Kolchin (Lanoka Harbor, NI)
and a group of believers for twelve
days (August 7-18, 1994) touring
England, Scotland, and Wales.
Some sights of interest include:
Westminister Abbey, Buckingham
Palace, Tower of London, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Bristol (birthplace of
Charles Wesley), and St. Giles
Cathedral (where John Knox
preached many of his sermons).
Each day will include singing and a
brief devotional. Contact:

Mark Kolchin

P.O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

(609) 693-9252

UPDATE ON UNCLE DAVE

We reported in the September
issue of Uplook regarding the health
problems of Dave Steifler.

Following the mini-stroke at
camp which affected Dave’s right
eye and made him very tired, Dave
returned to camp to pack up all the
crafts and program supplies and his
Bible lessons and equipment. He
and his wife, Ruth, were able to
help, for a week, at the Tillman’s
Inner City Day Camp before taking
a rest in Port Colborne, ON.

In September, sciatica, hiatal
hernia problems, and trying to get
the blood sugar levels down in his
diabetes have proven to be trouble-
some. It has been quite difficult to
sleep, but recently he has found
help from some chiropractors.

December brought tremendous
opportunities to share the gospel
with many in their town through the
Annual Community Caroling.

The prayers of the Lord’s people
have been appreciated in the past.
Continue to pray for the Stieflers.
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