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EDITORIAL

Who Likes Pink Plastic Flamingos?

J. B, NICHOLSON,

JR,

hen the National Geographic magazine

published an article entitled “Ballerinas in

Pink” about flamingos in their October

1957 issue, they little realized what a sig-
nificant impact it would have on the Western
world. On the lawn and garden industry. On our
definition of words like “tacky”—at least in
some minds.

It was from photos published with that article
that Donald Featherstone was inspired to design
the first plastic lawn omaments. In a strange at-
tempt to live up to his name, Featherstone found
a way to make inexpensive stationary monu-
ments to approximate the graceful plumage of
this member of the Phoenicopteridae family.

Aficionados of such outdoor decor are grate-
ful that Donald sculpted his pink birds in not one
pose but two, “so you can choreograph them,” he
says. The variant designs help, no doubt, in fool-
ing the passerby whose casual glance convinces
him that two Floridian birds (one of each pose)
have decided to live out their days far from the
majority of the homo sapiens retirement commu-
nities farther south.

This year heralds the fortieth anniversary of
the pink plastic flamingo (PPF). How many have
been bred in captivity at Union Products, Inc., of
Leominster, MA, since that fateful day in 19577
Almost enough to give one to every man,
woman, and child in Canada; or one to be shared
by every ten persons in the U.S. That’s right—
more than 20 million of them!

“They’re really not so tacky,” Donald pleads.
“I think they make a nice accent to the yard. It all
depends on how you use them.” Can 20 million
people be wrong? (Sorry, 10 million—remem-
ber, there are two poses.) Yet in spite of his in-
sistent defense and obvious success, the PPF has
become the unofficial mascot of all that is artifi-
cial and superficial about our society.

This world is a wilderness. Make no mistake
about it. Build your grandiose castles from its
plentiful sand. Lay the luxuriant green sod of
material gain on its hot, dry breast. Water it with
sweat from your body and tears from your soul.
Plant your PPFs—or anything else you wish—to

This year
marks the
fortieth
anniversary
of the pink
plastic
flamingo.
Who cares?
you ask.
I do.

claim your transient rights to its territory. But
history will tell you, if your heart doesn’t, that
underneath it all is the parched dust of a desert
world. The monuments of past generations have
long ago been covered over, Ozymandias-like,
by the shifting dunes. The prideful inscriptions
of little man’s assumed greatness are barely legi-
ble to any who may care to read them.

Israel’s forty years in the wilderness left not a
trace on the desert’s unforgiving harshness. Days
turned to weeks turned to months tumed to years
as they wandered, waiting only to die. How de-
bilitating is unbelief to the child of God. Not
even their graves can be found among the wastes
of the Sinai. It is a parable that needs to be re-
membered: “Now these things were our exam-
ples, to the intent we should not lust after evil
things, as they also lusted...Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are |
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come” (1 Cor. 10:6, 11).

Forgotten are the ten spies who would not be-
lieve their God; can you name one of them? In-
stead we remember intrepid Joshua and Caleb,
who “wholly followed the Lord.” Still today you
can find the memorials to the prowess of their
faith. See the torched ramparts of Jericho; climb
the heights of Caleb’s Hebron; and is that
Joshua's altar on Mount Ebal? This, too is a
parable: “"For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).

Yet even in the wilderness God provided His
people their Elims with deep, refreshing wells—
and their Marahs with deeper, and more refresh-
ing lessons. Lessons, yes, but the land He would
give them was on the other side of the river.
Then what would the wilderness have to offer?
Or the memory of Egypt, for that matter.

So it will be when we cross to that Land
where “the Lamb is all the glory.” When we see
Him and what He has waiting for us, we'll won-
der what we ever saw in this old desert-world
that attracted us. It will all look like PPFs. ‘

Good riddance. @ F
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tonomy of each assembly, this is not intended to be an
official organ of any group or federation of local churches.
The editor and the authors take responsibility for materials
published. For any blessing which accrues from this publi-
cation, to God be the glory.

UPLOOK is copyrighted solely for the purpose of
maintaining the integrity of the material. It is not intended
to limit the proper use of articles contained in the magazine.
Please include the words; “UPLOQOK magazine, by permis-
sion” on photocopies made for personal use. For large quan-
titics or other purposes, contact UPLOOK,

Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope with
all unsolicited material.

News items must be submitted at least two months in ad-
vance of issue requested. Selected news items will be car-
ried for two issues (if time permits). The editor reserves the
right to determine those items best suited for the magazine.
Editorial decisions are final. Black & white photos preferred
but color photos accepted. Please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for photos you wish returned.

UPLOOK
(USPS 620-640)
Founded in 1927 as Look on the Fields,
is published eleven times per year by

= = UPLOOK MINISTRIES

i g 815 North Ave., N.E.

P. O. Box 2041

Grand Rapids, MI 49501-2041
www.UPLOOK .org

email: Uplook@UPLOOK.org

C

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to:
UPLOOK

P. O. Box 2041

Grand Rapids, MI 49501-2041

ISSN #1055-2642

Printed in the U. S. A.

© Copyright 1997 Uplook Ministries
Periodical postage paid at Grand Rapids, ML

Uplook Ministries is a tax-exempt carporation looking to
the Lord to provide for the needs of this ministry. This mag-
azine is sent freely to those who request it, but evidently is
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P.O. Box 2041 P. O. Box 427
Grand Rapids, MI St. Catharines, ON
49501-2041 L2R 6V9

Contributions may also be made using your Visa or
Mastercard. When you write, please include your
card number and expiry date and the amount in US
currency that you wish to donate. Receipts are issued
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TIME FOR REVIEW;

TIME TO RENEW

1996 Stewardship Report

KEVIN B. SHANTZ, CA

This year marks our seventieth anniversary
of the publication of this magazine.

We raise our Ebenezer and look forward to
the Lord’s continued blessing until

the Big Blessing—when we shall see Him!

our first resolution for the New Year should be

to renew your Uplook subscription. Do it now;

don’t put it off! Remove the label from the back

of your magazine or the mailing envelope (it
should peel off easily) and apply it to the return enve-
lope included in your magazine. Double check to make
sure your address is correct in every respect. If there is
a message on your label “INCOMPLETE ADDRESS"
it means that our mailing service was unable to gener-
ate a complete barcode for your address. Barcoding our
magazine reduces our postage costs and helps to speed
delivery.

WARNING—DON’T GET DELETED

Every year in April, we purge our mailing list. We
cannot afford to send out unwanted copies of the mag-
azine. In the past we only purged individuals that had
not responded in the past three years. However, rising
costs force us to prune more deeply this year.

On April 1, anyone we have not heard from since
December of 1995 will be deleted. If you have re-
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newed since then,
you don't need to
worry; however,
just to be on the
safe side, send in USA
your renewal en- 66%
velope anyway.
Renew now; don’t
wait until you
have missed a few
issues. It is easier
now for both you

and us, than to be Rest of Canada
reinstated after the World 23%
your name has 11%

been deleted.

Geographic

Distribution of Uplook

SOME FACTS ABOUT UPLOOK

Since its makeover in 1991 the circulation of Up-
look has increased from 800 copies per month to more
than 7,500. We thank the Lord for this growth and
count it a privilege to minister to so many. If you know
of someone who would appreciate the magazine,
please feel free to send us their name and address and
we would be pleased to add them to the list.

The graph shows the geographic breakdown of our
readership. While Uplook is published primarily with
the needs of North American Christians in mind, we
have subscribers in more than 75 different countries,
many of these in the Third World.

Uplook Ministries, the publisher of Uplook maga-
zine, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the pub-
lishing of the truth of God’s Word. As well as Uplook,
we also publish Rightside Up, a magazine for youth,
and Words of Peace, a monthly gospel paper .

Through our publishing division, Gospel Folio
Press, we produce many books, booklets, gospel tracts,
and the Choice Gleanings calendar. We also distribute
a large variety of books from other publishers.

Our tape ministry, Sound Words, has an ever ex-
panding selection of messages by men like William
MacDonald, David Gooding, Boyd Nicholson, and
others. Call 1-800-952-2382 or write for a current list-
ing of tapes available, :

4 UIPILOOIK * January 1997




1996 Stewardship Report

We are glad to send Uplook to everyone who re-
quests it, without charge. To those who have sent a
contribution in the past year, again we thank you.
Without your support, it would be impossible to pub-
lish this magazine. You should have received an ac-
knowledgment of your gift and a receipt for income tax
purposes, If you did not receive a receipt, please notify
us immediately.

Despite the fact that the editor and contributors do
not draw a salary and the Uplook Ministries staff who
do, are paid less than they could earn elsewhere, the
costs associated with producing the magazine are sub-
stantial. We receive no subsidies or support from any
other organization. The financial resources to produce
the magazine come from the readers.

In the chart below is a summary of the receipts and
expenditures for the magazine for the year ended
March 31, 1996. A complete financial report is avail-
able upon request.

Often we are asked what the charge is for an annual
subscription. Based on our 1996 financial results, the
estimated cost to send eleven issues a year to someone
residing in the USA 1s $16.00, CDN$30.00 for readers
residing in Canada, and US$24.00 for readers outside
of North America. However, a contribution of any size
helps to defray our costs. A gift over and above those
amounts helps to provide the magazine for someone
else who cannot afford it. Almost half of our sub-
scribers have not sent a contribution in the past four
years, if ever.
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Uplook Magazine
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
Year ended March 31, 1996

Receipts:
Contributions from US readers $ 52,219
Contributions from Canadian readers 16,755
Contributions from foreign readers 2,983
Total receipts 71,957
Expenditures:
Editorial, composition, graphics and pre-press 34,401
Printing 41,500
Mailing and postage 18,684
Circulation and administrative 40,340
Total expenditures 134,925
Net deficit from publishing Uplook (62.968)

Surplus from other divisions of Uplook Ministries 47,612

Information on making a donation is contained at
the bottom of page 3.

HOW YOU CAN INVEST IN THIS MINISTRY

Even if you are unable to make a contribution, there
are other ways that you can help:

1) Let us know, in advance, of any address changes.
While the post office will forward the magazine and
notify us of the changed address, they will charge us
$0.50 for doing so. Every magazine returned as unde-
liverable also costs us $0.50 plus the original postage.

2) Consider purchasing your books, tapes, etc. from
Uplook Ministries., Virtually any book available in a
Christian bookstore can be ordered direct from us. All
profits from the sale of our products help to subsidize
the magazine and our other ministry activities.

3) Consider switching your long distance carrier to
Lifeline/Amerivision (only available in the USA).
Lifeline is a phone company like AT&T, Sprint and
MCI. When you choose them as your long distance
carrier they will donate 10% of your monthly long dis-
tance charges to the non-profit organization of your
choice. By designating Uplook Ministries, you will be
helping us every month. As well, Lifeline’s rates are
often cheaper than the other carriers. If you would like
more information about this program, feel free to call
Kevin at Uplook (1-800-952-2382) or you can call
Lifeline direct at 1-800-800-7550. @

Net deficit for Uplook Ministries, Inc. $(15,356)

UIPLOQIK  January 1997 5



BEGINNINGS

A New Year’s Prayer

WILLIAM MACDONALD

This well-known author

and beloved friend of the Church
shares a prayer that could
dramatically change our lives in
the months ahead,

his month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the year to
you" (Ex. 12:2).

New Year’s resolutions are good but fragile,
that is, easily broken. New Year’s prayers are better;
they ascend to the throne of God and set answering
wheels in motion. As we come to the beginning of an-
other year, we would do well to make the following
prayer requests our own:

Lord Jesus, I rededicate myself afresh to You today.
I want You to take my life this coming year and use it
for Your glory. “Take my life and let it be consecrated,
Lord, to Thee.”

I pray that You will keep me from sin, from any-
thing that will bring dishonor to Your Name.

Keep me teachable by the Holy Spirit. I want to
move forward for You. Don’t let me settle in a rut.

May my motto this year be, “He must increase; 1
must decrease.” The glory must all be Yours. Help me
not to touch it

Teach me to make every decision a matter of
prayer. I dread the thought of leaning on my own un-
derstanding. “T know that the way of man 1s not in

himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps” (Jer. 10:23).

May I die to the world and even to the approval or
blame of loved ones or friends. Give me a single, pure
desire to do the things that please Your heart.

Keep me from gossip and criticism of others. Rather
help me to speak what is edifying and profitable.

Lead me to needy souls. May I become a friend of
sinners, as You are. Give me tears of compassion for
the perishing.

“Let me look on the crowd as my Saviour did,
Till my eves with tears grow dim.

Let me view with pity the wandering sheep,
And love them for love of Him. "

Lord Jesus, keep me from becoming cold, bitter or
cynical in spite of anything that may happen to me in
the Christian life.

Guide me in my stewardship of money. Help me to
be a good steward of everything You have entrusted to
me.

Help me to remember moment by moment that my
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. May this tremen-
dous truth influence all my behavior.

And, Lord Jesus, I pray that this may be the year of
Your return. I long to see Your face and to fall at Your
feet in worship. During the coming year, may the
blessed hope stay fresh in my heart, disengaging me
from anything that would hold me here and keeping
me on the tiptoes of expectancy. “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!” —from One Day at a Time (see beiﬁ

ﬁ?&@ D@czy al @ %m by William Macdonald is one of many help-

ful books available from Everyday Publications, including a large
selection of simple English commentaries, especially helpful for

new believers, young family members, and people for whom
English is a second language. Everyday books are available
through Uplook Ministries at 1-800-952-2382.

\
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NORTH AMERICAN NEWS FOR YOUR KNEES

2 TRANSPLANT FUND

Carol Ridgely (who fellowships at
the New Hampshire Ave. assembly
in Silver Spring, MD) suffers from
chronic active hepatitis and extensive
cirrhosis of the liver. Without a
transplant, her illness is probably ter-
minal. Carol is accepted into the
transplant program at the University
of Maryland, which will cover most
of the costs of surgery but not the an-
nual expense of thousands of dollars.

Christians wishing to make a do-
nation may do so by making checks
payable to NTAF—Friends of Carol
Ridgely Transplant and mailing it to:

Paul or Margaret Mathieu

9214 Wendell St.

Silver Spring, MD 20901-3532

For further information, call:

(301) 588-7856

= ARCTIC BLAST

Camp Iroquina in Hallstead, PA,
will be hosting their Senior High Re-
treat Jan. 31-Feb. 2. The invited
speaker for the weekend is Tom
Swaim. A $50 retreat fee covers

2 MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

A Christian Missionary Service
Conference will be held Feb. 1, 1997
at Parkside Gospel Chapel in San
Francisco, CA. Speakers will include
Roger Rayhbuck (Zaire) and Fred
Ruff (Other Areas).

=~ WINTER FAMILY RETREAT

Families are invited to visit Camp
Iroquina (Hallstead, PA) February 7-
9, 1997. Lord willing, Mark Kolchin
(NJ) will be the speaker for the
weekend, The registration fee is as
follows: $40/adult; $30/teen;
$20/child (ages 5-12). Large families
pay for parents and first three chil-
dren only—the rest come free. Chil-
dren’s meetings and nursery will be
provided. Weekend begins with reg-
istration at 9 pPM on Friday and ends
after noon meal on Sunday. Contact:

Bruce or Toni Simpson

(908) 754-3845

2 YOUNG ADULT SERIES
The Brandywine Young Adults’

Conference Series (Wilmington, DE)
will continue through the winter and
spring of 1997, The Saturday confer-
ence is devoted to biblical teaching,
fellowship, and neighborhood out-
reach. The next two conferences
scheduled: Saturday, Feb. 15 with
Randy Amos (NY), and Saturday,
Mar. 15 with J. B. Nicholson (MI).

Overnight accommodations are
available through host families.
Please notify the Brandywine assem-
bly in advance if you need accom-
modations. For information, contact:

David Colaiuta

(610) 429-4538

21997 YOUTH CONFERENCE
Meadow Ridge Bible Chapel
(West Fargo, ND) is pleased to an-
nounce their 1997 Youth Conference
to be held, in the will of the Lord, on
Feb. 14-17, 1997. Speaker expected
is Jamie Hull (CO). Contact:
Myron and Kathy Martinson
R. R. #2, Box 197
Moorhead MN 56560
(218) 233-9790

all costs for the weekend.
Camp Iroquina
RR#1 Box 176
Hallstead, PA 18822
(717) 967-2577

= WEST FLORIDA
MISSIONS

West Florida Missions will
convene its first conference on
Saturday, Feb. I, at Central Bible
Chapel (2135 W. Busch Blvd.,
Tampa, FL). The conference is
scheduled for 10 AM to 4 PM with
Frank Burgess as the invited
speaker along with other local re-
ports. For more information, call:

Carleton Thisse

(813) 398-5743

EXCEL 97

A conference for serious-minded
young Christians will be held February
28-March 2, Lord willing. Participants
will meet at Little Pine Island in Grand
Rapids, MI, for an intensive schedule of
general sessions, small-group seminars,
prayer and fellowship.

The scheduled speakers for the gener-
al sessions are J. B. Nicholson, Jr. (MI)
and Ken Hampton (MI). There will also
be several seminar leaders. The suggest-
ed amount to cover all expenses for the
weekend is $30.00 but attendees are wel-
come to pay as they are able. Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, February 21.
Brochures and registration information
are available by calling Brian or Carol
Wilson at (616) 742-0195.

2~ WINTER CONFERENCE
The 10th Annual Winter Con-
ference is scheduled to be held at
Galilean Bible Camp (ON), Feb.
28-Mar. 2. Willie Burnett (ON)
is the invited speaker. For info.:
James Martin
1761 Rutherglen Cr.
Sudbury, ON P3A 2K4

2 SPRING CONFERENCE
The saints at the New Hart-
ford Assembly, New Hartford,
LA, cordially invite you to their
Spring Conference to be held,
Lord willing, Mar. 21-23, 1997.
Speakers expected are John
Heller (OK) and Dan Linsted
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Prayer should be the key to the day and the lock to the night

Front Lines

(KS). For more information and ac-
commodations, contact:

Edward Behrends

905 Beaver St.

P. O. Box 187

New Hartford, IA 50660

(319) 983-2248

> DALLAS CONFERENCE

This year’s annual conference is
scheduled, D. V., for Mar. 21-23
with Dan Snaddon and Phillip Mor-
gan, the invited speakers. The con-
ference will be held at Wheatland
Bible Chapel (1303 W. Wheatland
Rd., Duncanville, TX 75116; phone
(972) 296-6604. For information:

Robert Smith

(972) 298-6293

2 CORRECTION

The San Francisco Bay Christian
Missionary Service Conference (San
Leandro, CA) announced in the
November Uplook should have read
May 24, 1997 as the scheduled date.
The committee would welcome rec-
ommendations of speakers on un-
reached peoples (Muslims. Tribals,
Hindu, Buddhist). Contact:

Dennis McGee

Box 525

Hayward, CA 94543

(510) 538-9646

2 CRUISE AND CONFERENCE

An Alaska Tour and Inside Pas-
sage Cruise and Conference is
planned for Jun. 5-16, 1997. You
will meet as a group each day to
enjoy ministry from Tom Taylor
(PA). Port stops are planned for
Skagway, Juneau, and Ketchikan.

Reservations are limited. Dis-
counted fares will be applied to
those registered by Feb. 7, 1997. For
more information:

Mark Kolchin
P. O. Box 305
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

ADDRESS CHANGES
= North Shore Bible Chapel

With thanksgiving to the Lord,
North Shore Bible Chapel has
moved to a new building. The new
address is:

2800 W, 29th St.

Zion, IL 60099

2 Northside Bible Chapel
(Formerly Sunrise Bible Chapel)
300 W. Kechi Rd.

Kechi, KS 67067
(316) 744-8089

2 Larry and Phyllis Deeds
933 Chasewood Lane
Conway, SC 29526
(803) 347-9018

COMMENDATIONS
2 Colin and Joan Anderson

Colin and Joan Anderson have
moved from London to Stratford
(ON) to do evangelism. “Life Line”
provides a three-minute gospel mes-
sage on the phone. This is advertised
in the local paper by believers from
Tavistock who engage in tract distri-
bution and street evangelism.

Their basement is being set up for
weekly Bible studies and could easi-
ly house a fledgling assembly. They
would appreciate your prayers for
the Lord’s blessing on His Word and
work in this needy area, situated
about one hundred miles west of
Toronto.

= Neville and Dee Goodhew

In 1990, Avenue 54 Bible Chapel
(Los Angeles, CA) commended
Neville and Dee Goodhew to a

Christian literature and teaching
ministry in Italy. Since then, Neville
has set up a book ministry called La
Casa della Bibbia which is now in
Italian hands under the directorship
of Vittorio Nerni. The Goodhews will
be on furlough in the U, S. and Aus-
tralia until August 1997, at which
time they plan to join Operation Mo-
bilization (OM) Literature Ministry
in Waynesboro, GA.

In November 1996, Avenue 54
Bible Chapel recommended the
Goodhews to rely on the Lord in as-
sociation with the worldwide min-
istry of OM. Their ministry focuses
on shipping Bibles and Christian
books to Third World countries,

2 Rudy Jackson

It is with much joy and thanks-
giving that the believers at Fairbluff
Bible Chapel commend Rudy Jack-
son to the work of our Lord.

The assembly there writes:
“Rudy, his wife Joan, and their fami-
ly, moved to Charlotte, NC, over six
years ago. During these years, Rudy
has faithfully served the Lord at this
assembly and his ministry in other
arcas has steadily grown. We praise
God for Rudy’s consistent testimo-
ny, his devotion to our Saviour and
the Scriptures, his love for the
Lord’s people, his concern for the
lost, and his readiness to be used in
the Lord’s work.

“Rudy is involved in itinerant
ministry on a full-time basis. It is ev-
ident that the Lord has called him to
be a minister of the gospel of Jesus
Christ and a teacher of His Word.”

2 Carl and Joan Lehmann
The believers of Northgate Bible
Chapel (Rochester, NY) have added

their commendation of Carl and Joan
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