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FINEM RESPICE

ERCHED HIGH ATOP the cliffs between
Ayr and Girvan on the southwest coast of
Scotland is the beautiful Culzean (pro-
nounced Cul-ane) Castle. Designed by the
famed Robert Adam in 1777, it was built on the site of
an ancient tower, one of the Scottish Kennedy
strongholds guarding the coast.

More than a century before the present castle was
built, the Kennedys had provided a place of refuge for
the Covenanters (¢, 1581-1689) who were being hunted
and slaughtered for their faith in Christ. Along these
rugged headlands are caves that became the hiding
place of many of the “hill folk™ until they could be
spirited away to safety in Holland or Ireland.

Culzean 1s a sumptuous mansion set in lush gardens
renowned for their palms and rhododendrons (able to
grow there at the same latitude as Hudson Bay due to
the warming influence of the North Atlantic Drift). But
it was not the sweeping oval staircase, or the custom-
made furniture, or the lavish paintings, or the well-
stocked armory that caught my attention. It was the
Clan Kennedy’s family motto chiselled in stone over
the entrance: Finem Respice—Consider the End.

The motto is certainly biblical. The Scriptures are
full of references to the terminus of a pathway and the
importance of keeping it always in view. For example,
Solomon declared, “There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”
(Prov. 16:25). Who cares whether the scenery is
breathtaking along the road if it leads you to a
precipice? It is the duty of every believer in the coming
days to warn our fellow-travellers on the road of life
concerning the end of man’s way—eternal death. (You
will find several solemn articles on the subject in this
issue of UrLOOK because the truth of everlasting judg-
ment is being assailed in evangelical circles today.)

David wrote, “Lord, make me to know mine end,
and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may
know how frail I am” (Ps. 39:4). At the dawning of
1994, how appropriate that we should remind ourselves
that we are not here for long. If considering the end
stirs us to evangelism, and it should, it will also remind
us to redeem the time, looking for ways to turn the

fleeting moments into eternal dividends.

Sometimes, in attempting to assess life, we become
disillusioned by the apparent success of the wicked and
the difficult path of believers. It is not a new problem.,
Three millennia ago, Asaph said, “7 was envious at the
Joolish, when 1 saw the prosperity of the wicked.. Be-
hold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world;
they increase in riches. Verily I have cleansed my heart
in vain...When I thought to know this, it was too
painful for me; until I went into the sanctuary of God,
then understood [ their end " (Ps. 73:3, 12, 13, 16, 17).

Peter, a thousand years later, adds this perspective:
“If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. For
the time is come that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be
of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the
vighteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear?” (1 Pet. 4:16-18). If many of
God’s dear people barely make it through life—bat-
tered by opposition, tempted and tried, chastened by
the Father, and pressed by the burdens of ministry—
how will the ungodly do when, stripped of all that time
could give them, they stand before the God they ig-
nored or defied? It will be a fearful thing indeed!

So the wise preacher concluded, “Better is the end
of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in
spirit is better than the proud in spirit” (Eccl. 7.8). Pa-
tient waiting on God while humbly doing His will in
the end will have greater significance than what has
been temporarily accomplished by those proud and
haughty souls that have plowed their way through life
contrary to the Lord’s will.

The greatest comfort in the unknown days ahead
with their unmeasured burdens and uncharted waters is
this: "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end, the first and the last” (Rev. 22:13). Not only does
the Lord Anow the end from the beginning, He is the
end as well as the beginning. He was there when our
lives began for Him; He is there every step of the way.
And He is there now at the end of our road, dwelling in
the eternal Now, watching, waiting to welcome us
Home. Finem Respice.
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CURRENT CONCERNS

JAMES BOYD
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT: A Hot ToriC

HE WHOLE QUESTION, is this: Is eternal

punishment in the Bible? Whether it is a blot

on the name of God or not, if it is in the

Bible, it is there to be believed—if the Bible
is accepted as God’s revelation. If the doctrine is a
stain on His reputation, and if it is found in the Bible,
then let the Bible be discarded as blasphemy, and let
the world be purified from its baleful presence.

But what character does this world ascribe to its
Creator? To say that etemal punishment is a blot on
His name is to assume that in this world His reputation
is at variance with such a doctrine. Is it so that among
men the wide world over, God is famous for His good-
ness, grace, kindness, tenderness, compassion, and
love? Is His name dearer to men than any other, and is
it pronounced by every lip with all the holy reverence
and warmth of affection which one would expect to
hear from a creature concerning his beneficent Creator?

What name has He in this world on which this hell-
doctrine casts such aspersions? Have [ been dreaming
when [ thought T heard the murmurings, the mutterings
of discontent, and the blasphemies which rise on every
hand, filling the ear of heaven? Has the corruption, the
violence, the cruelty, the deceit, of which I have
thought myself the witness, been but a horrible night-
mare, a sort of delirium tremens, the result of a heated
feverish imagination, to which I alone am subject?

“An aspersion upon His character” indeed! A nice
character the world gives Him! Who of all the sons of
men does not think that, if he had the power, he would
be able to do a great deal better for himself than God is
doing? Who would give himself over into the hand of
God that He might do with him just as it pleases Him?
Is not the thought of the Creator more a terror to the
creature than anything else? Isn’t the state of the world,
as 1t is, a greater blot on the name of the Creator than
anything else? Here He is rebelled against and dishon-
ored, and has borne with it for almost six thousand
years. And how do we know 1t will not go on like this
forever? We are told it is improving and that man is
working out his own salvation. I fail to see the im-
provement, even in a purely moral sense.

We are told that this doctrine makes God to appear

cruel and vindictive, and therefore men turn with
loathing from the gospel. But as far as my knowledge
of man goes, such a Being would be very much after
man’s own heart, and would be very popular. I do not
believe that any human being was ever influenced in
his rejection of the gospel by the notion of eternal tor-
ment. I have often heard men speak of their coming to
Christ, and of the power which led them to Him. Al-
most invariably it was the terror of wrath which first
woke them up from the deadly stupor which held their
souls captive.

There are two things which are always present to a
soul when he tumns to Christ. The blessed Lord in Luke
15 presents the return of the prodigal as the result of
two great principles at work in his soul: his own perish-
ing condition, and the grace of the heart of the father.
Take away the notion of eternal punishment from the
gospel and you take away the sense of the necessity of
salvation out of the soul of the hearer. If there is such a
thing as annihilation, the terror of endless torment is
gone; and since the natural man has no desire for such
a place as heaven, he has no need of salvation.

Again, if there is opportunity for salvation in the
world to come, he will leave it off till then. Why should
he miss the present enjoyment of the world and the
gratification of his fleshly desires? Who can’t recog-
nize in these substitutes for the truth of God the lie of
the old serpent, who said to our first parents in the gar-
den, “Thou shalt not surely die™?

The fact is, men know enough about what is in-
volved in being followers of Christ to convince them
that they could not pursue the pleasures they delight in
if they believed the gospel; there is also the shame of
the cross; and thirdly, there is the pride of heart that
forbids the sinner to take his place as a good-for-noth-
ing creature and submit himself to the grace of God.
Men are snared by their lusts, hindered by their guilty
pride and innate hatred of all that is of God, and
ashamed to submit, in the face of the world, to the
lowly Saviour of the lost. All these things unite to keep
man away from God—but not the doctrine of eternal
punishment, which has in most cases a large part in
convincing the soul to turn to the Lord.
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We are told that the doctrine of eternal
punishment presents God in the character
of a cruel, merciless, and vindictive
Being, who cares nothing for the welfare
of His creatures. Yet it was the One who
was on earth the witness of the grace and
love of God to man who was the first to
testify fully and clearly the endless dura-
tion of the suffering of the lost.

In the Old Testament, wrath was large-
ly presented as governmental, and the
Spirit of God did not usually carry it be-
yond the death of the body; but in the tes-
timony by Christ, infinite and eternal
things are brought to light: the heart of
Deity, the heart of man, the lake of fire,
the glory of God. In the light which radi- ©
ates from the Son of God everything is re-
vealed. This is why we have eternal tor-
ment brought prominently before the
souls of men. Everything is out, and
there is nothing more to be revealed. In
the Old Testament, we had neither the
love of God nor the judgment of the im-
penitent as we have them in the New.

Did Jesus present God as cruel and
vindictive? Tt is in Him God has come to
light: “The only begotten Son, which is

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT

vindictive Being, what must the charac-
teristics be of those who have imbibed it,
and have been therefore morally formed
by it? What unmerciful man-haters they
must be! But have we found them so?
Have they not rather been characterized
by love, even to their enemies, by doing
good to them that hated them and praying
¢ for those who despitefully used them and
persecuted them?

And has it not been where the Bible
was hated, and hidden away from the
',_ people, and unread by the priests, that ha-
i tred, cruelty, violence, and murder have
- & luxuriated? Love to God and to His peo-
ple, and desire for the salvation of sinner,
{ have marked those born of God, yet the
 eternal punishment of the wicked has
been a prominent article in their faith.

It may be that some have failed clear-

Who was the first 1 to apprehend the manner in which
to testify fully and
clearly the endless

this truth is set before us in the Word,
and have allowed their natural minds a
license to revel in a region which they
no sooner entered than they lost their
way. But that does not alter the fact that
the doctrine is there, and that they saw it
there, and that their anxiety for the de-

4 ]
in the bosom of the Father, He hath de- duratlon Of the surrermg liverance of others from such a judg-

clared Him.” It is by Him we know that
God is love. Yet it is He who speaks of
the undying worm and the quenchless

of the lost!

ment, as well as their gratitude for their
own deliverance, was boundless.
According to these non-eternity-of-

fire. And it is against God manifest in the — e ———————  punishment advocates it was a demon,

flesh that the men of this world have to
stand up to do battle for the character of
their Creator! Are we to take our ideas of God from the
philosophers of the world and reject the revelation God
has given of Himself by His Son? Both He and His
apostles taught the doctrine of everlasting punishment.
In the Bible, the doctrine is very plainly taught. I
defy any of those men who deny it to put such a doc-
trine before us in other and plainer words than it is put
before us in the Scriptures. Let them try it by Greek,
English, or any other language they choose. No words
could be stronger, clearer, or more explicit than the
words used by the Holy Spirit when describing the
eternal consequences of rejecting Christ.
But if this doctrine presents God as a vengeful and

and not God, who was worshipped by

such men as Luther, Rutherford, Bun-
yan, McCheyne, and Spurgeon; but from which of the
demons did these men of God get their meekness and
gentleness, the breadth and depth of affection for the
souls of their fellowmen? From what cruel and vindic-
tive being did they derive the holy zeal that lifted them
above all that was of mere human nature, and led them
to such lives of self-sacrifice, and inspired them to sup-
plications for the blessing of their persecutors?

It was from the lips of Jesus they gathered that
which made them what they were, and what He told
them as to the doom of the wicked was received by
them with the same simple faith as was that which He
said regarding the blessing of the believer.
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A STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Shown below are excerpts from the unaudited financial statements for Gospel Folio Press for the year ended March 31,

1993. A complete financial report is available upon request.

(A non-profit corporation incorporated withou
share capital under the laws of the State of Michigan) . EINCOME AN M 1S
ch3
BA £ (with comparative amounts for 1992)
March 31, 1893
{with comparative amounts for 1992) 1993 1992
1993 1992 Revenue:

Sales of publications $ 333,831  $252,065
ASSETS Donations towards Uplook costs 64,027 59,265

Current assets:

Cash in bank $ 17415 $ 1,595 Total Revenue 397.858 311,330

Accounts receivable 24.318 29,283

Prepaid expenses and deposits 1.115 799

Inventory 141,277 111.996 Cost of goods produced and sold 300.999 252,588
184,125 143,673

Fixed assets (netof accumulated depreciation):

Equipment, fixtures and leasehold improvements 150,795 150.895 Gross profit from sales 96,859 58,742

Intangible assets (net of accumulated amortization):

Organization costs 1.080 1.260
Operating and administrative expenses:
TOTAL ASSETS $ 336,000  §295828 Bud debts 3,255 1,904
e —— Bank charges and interest 15,653 14,012
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY Depreciation and amortization 10.876 8,485

Eurentitabilfiies: Employee health and workmen's compensation insurance 9,833 5,871
Accounts payable and acerued linbilities $25277 5 33.701 ["‘TE"-‘mw : 1,200 1,583
Unearned revenue 17.108 17,064 Office and clerical wages 41,527 27.053
Shortterm loans 15.000 6.681 Office supplies and miscellancous 11,307 4,240
Current portion of long-term liabilities 20,438 12315 Retired employces health insurance 5,336 4.546

TT86.823 69761 Telephone 5,082 4.253
Long- liabilities (net of current portion): ,
il ) besiE i Total Operating and administrative expenses (04060 71949
Capital leasc obligations 21,187 30,374
Notes payable 41,356 42,726
R STERe “Thoum Net loss before orher incaine 7210)  _(13.207)
Total linbilities 235.880 230.601 :
GEs= i Other income:

Equiiy! Miscellaneous 1,885 2,658
Contributed surplus 53677 52.127 Royalties on foreign calendar sales 8,123 8,972
Accumulated surplus from operations 46,443 13,100 General donations 30,545 15,503

100,120 65.227 Total other income 40,553 27,133
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $ 336,000 295828 1
‘ Q :‘ —— Net income for the year 33,343 13,926

Approved by the board:

Accumulated surplus {deficit), beginning of the year 13.100 (R26)

mm Accumulated surplus, end of the year $ 46,443 $13,100

25%

275

Allocation of Production Costs

B Uplook

I Books
# Choice Gleanings

[ ther

3 Sunday School Curriculum
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RENEWAL NOTICE NOW IS THE TIME!

ACH YEAR we ask our readers to reconfirm
their desire to continue receiving Uplook.
Since we do not charge a subscription fee,
we need to be sure that we are not sending
out unnecessary magazines. We do not want to waste
the Lord’s resources by sending the magazine to those
who don’t want to receive it. Also sometimes people
forget to inform us of addreses changes. Thus we purge
our mailing list each year.

If you are in one of the following categories, we
have automatically renewed you.

A. You have sent in a renewal slip to us since De-
cember 1, 1992.

B. You have sent a donation for Uplook or Gospel
Folio Press since July 1, 1992,

C. You have just started to receive Uplook since
September 1993.

If you are in one of the above categories, check your
mailing label. It should indicate your status as “OK.” If
so, and your address is correct, then no response is nec-
essary at this time.

If you do not fit in one of the above catagories, your
mailing label should read “Expired.” We want to hear
from you. Please confirm that you want to continue re-
ceiving Uplook by returning the enclosed envelope.

Peel the label from the magazine or mailing enve-
lope (CDN and foreign addresses) and affix it to the en-
closed response envelope. If there are any changes to
your name or address, please indicate them in the space
provided.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

It 1s our policy at Gospel Folio Press to distribute
Uplook to whomever requests it, without charge. The
costs incurred to produce Uplook are met by donations
from our readers. Any shortfall in donations is covered
out of our regular operating funds. Any excess of dona-
tions goes towards our overhead costs.

Your donation helps to ensure that Uplook will con-
tinue to be published and also helps provide the maga-
zine to those who are unable to send a donation.

DONATIONS

Donations for Uplook are tax-deductible for contrib-
utors in the United States and Canada.

Please make your check payable to “Uplook™ and
send it in the enclosed envelope. An official receipt
will be issued for all gifts received.

U.S. residents

Send your renewal and any donations to:

UPLOOK

¢/o Gospel Folio Press

P.O. Box 2041

Grand Rapids MI 49501-2041

Canadian residents

Send your renewal and any donations (in CDN
funds) to: '

UPLOOK
P.O. Box 427
St. Catharines, ON L2R 6V9

Donations from Canadians in U.S. funds will be ac-
knowledged with a U.S. tax receipt.

Foreign residents

Readers outside the U. S. and Canada should send
their renewals and donations to the U. 5. address.

ABOUT GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS

Gospel Folio Press is a non-profit corporation, in-
corporated under the laws of the state of Michigan. We
are exempt from federal and state income taxes under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

OUR OBJECTIVE

Our objective at Gospel Folio Press is to publish lit-
erature that is glorifying to the Lord Jesus Christ, that
helps to build up His people, and that seeks to reach the
lost with the glorious gospel. We endeavor to charge a
reasonable price for our publications, sufficient to
cover our costs, yet low enough to make them afford-
able for everyone. In addition to Uplook, Gospel Folio
Press publishes the Choice Gleanings calendar, various
books, booklets and gospel tracts, a monthly gospel
paper called Words of Peace, and a complete curricu-
lum of Sunday School materials. Call (800) 952-2382
or write for our free catalog.
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FRONT LINES

1994 YOUTH CONFERENCE

Meadow Ridge Bible Chapel
(West Fargo, ND) is pleased to an-
nounce their 1994 Youth Confer-
ence to be held, in the will of the
Lord, on February 18-21, 1994.
Speaker expected is Henry Sardina
(Union, MO). Contact:

Myron & Kathy Martinson

R.R. 2, Box 197

Moorhead, MN 56560

(218) 233-9790

GREENWOOD HILLS

The conveners of the camps and
conferences of Greenwood Hills are
anticipating blessing from the Lord
and the ministry of His Word for
1994. Expected speakers: Joe Reese
(ON), J. B. Nicholson (MI), J. Boyd
Nicholson (ON), I. Philip Morgan
(FL), George Sharp (NJ), and Colin
Anderson (ON).

If you would like more specific
information about this year’s con-
ferences, write for a brochure:

Greenwood Hills

7062 Lincoln Way, East

Fayetteville, PA 17222

SOUTHEASTERN WORKERS
CONFERENCE

The 1994 Southeastern Workers
Conference is scheduled to be held,
Lord willing, on February 22-23,
1994, at Grove Park Chapel
(Durham, NC). The main speakers
are J. Boyd Nicholson and J. B.
Nicholson, Jr. Seminar leaders in-
clude Liddon Sheridan, Bill King,
Jon Reimer, Steve Andrews, Larry
Batts, Dave Pollack, Thom Gould,
and Dale Brooks. Area hotels are

available to those who register early
and a special discount has been ar-
ranged. Also, accommaodations are
being made for those wishing to
stay with local believers in their
homes. For more information or
registration forms, contact:

L. H. Price

4128 Lillie Liles Road

Wake Forest, NC 27587

(919) 266-0221

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Prospect Bible Chapel (Hartford,
CT) will be hosting the Northeast
Leadership Conference on March
22, 1994, at 9:30 AM. Elders, full-

s

time workers, and
those interested in
the Lord’s work are
invited to attend.
The speaker, Lord
willing, will be
Charles Fizer, Di-
rector of Emmaus

Correspondence School. Contact:
Don Dunkerton
112 Cranford Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 709-1373

LADIES’ MISSIONARY
CONFERENCE

The Annual Conference of the
Sisters’ Missionary Classes of
Philadelphia, PA and vicinity will
be held April 9, 1994 at Faith Com-
munity Church, 1200 Easton Road,
Roslyn, PA. For more information:

Mrs. Betty Herman

430 Flamingo Street

Philadelphia, PA 19128

(215) 482-1234 '

ONTARIO WORKERS” &
ELDERS’ CONFERENCE

The second annual Ontario
Workers’ and Elders’ Conference
will be held on May 3-5, 1994. The
site for this year’s conference will
be in St. Catharines, Ontario. This
year's theme—Thy Word Have I
Hid in Mine Heart—will focus on
the authority of the Word of God
and how it relates to the world in
which we live. For more details:

Steering Committee

206 King Street, E.

Box 26044

Oshawa, ON L1H 8R4

MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE
The Mid-South Conference for
1994 will be held at Horton Haven
Christian Camp and Conference
Grounds in Chapel Hill, TN on July
10-15, 1994. Tom Taylor (PA) is
the expected speaker. Also, John
Phelan, who has been director of
the conference for over 30 years,
has turned these responsibilities
over to Dave King. Dave has been
involved with Mid-South for some
20 years. For more information:
Mid-South Bible Conference
Horton Haven Christian Camp
Box 276
Chapel Hill, TN 37034

COMMENDATIONS

The believers at the Rideauview
Bible Chapel (Ottawa, ON) have
commended Bruce and Debbie
Langevin to the Lord’s work in the
Ottawa Valley area and elsewhere.

Having spent a year with Open-
Air Campaigners in Ottawa, the
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