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The
barbarians
without are
tough these
days, and the
enemy within
no lfSS
daunting.

We need a
citadel for
the mind and
heart. But we
need
something
more than
that.

he letter was posted from the
royal palace at Susa in the year
W 535. Traveling no doubt by
horse, mule, and dromedary express, it was
carried across the Tigris River, up the Eu-
phrates Valley, skirting the Arabian Desert,
along the Bekka Valley, past the towering
Mount Hermon, down the Damascus Road,
along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and,
catching the northern end of the Patriarch’s
Highway in the Jezreel Valley, made its way
into the hands of “Rehum the chancellor and
Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their com-
panions” (Ezra 4:9) in Samaria.

The king’s letter began: “Peace, and at such
a time.” Such a time indeed! The people of
God had been scattered to the winds, far from
the place where God had chosen to dwell
among them. The City of Peace lay in ruins,
victim of its inhabitants’ pathetic slide into
idolatry. The enemies of God were scheming
to neutralize the efforts of a little remnant
who were attempting to “strengthen the
things which remain[ed]” (Rev. 3:2).

This letter from Ahasuerus, the sovereign
of the world’s ruling power, was in answer to
one sent by “the people of the land,” Gentile
imports who had been refused a hand in
building the temple. They called on the king
to stop the fortifying of Jerusalem because it
was a “rebellious and bad city” (Ezra 4:12). It
looked like their plan would work. In fact, fif-
teen years went by as the hammer and chisel
lay silent and the Lord’s earthly capital re-
mained a reproach before the nations.

Enter Haggai the encourager in 520 Bc, and
later Nehemiah the builder. There would be
no peace, no blessing, they told them, as long
as the people spent their days paneling their
houses while the Lord’s house lay in ruins,
while the walls were rubble and the gates
were ashes. How could they expect the favor
of God if they had no desire for the fellow-
ship of God? Haggai diagnosed their condi-
tion as follows: “Ye have sown much, and
bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough;
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye

clothe you, but there is none warm; and he
that earneth wages earneth wages to put it
into a bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord of
hosts, Consider your ways” (Hag. 1:6-7).

It was time to invest serious effort in the
work which would glorify and please the
Lord (Hag. 1:8). Peace and at such a time?
Certainly not by letting the enemy trample
across their lives. Not by succumbing to the
threats of evil men. Lines must be drawn.
Walls must be built. Gates must be hung. Sen-
tries must be stationed. And God must have
His rightful place—mot only in the city, in the
temple, but in the citadel of His people’s
hearts and minds. It was of little use to have
their mezuzas on the gateposts and their phy-
lacteries on their arms and foreheads if they
did not love the Lord with all their hearts and
minds. No wall would be high enough or
thick enough to keep out the enemy if their
souls harbored the foes within.

Five hundred years later, a Benjamite in-
carcerated for his belief that Jesus was the
Messiah of Israel, wrote: “Be careful for noth-
ing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep (garrison)
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Fi-
nally, brethren, whatscever things are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are
just, whatseever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things. Those things, which
ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
you" (Phil. 4:6-9).

Paul had learned the secret of peace from
the enemies without and within. The peace of
God was ready to garrison the minds and
hearts of His own if they were prepared to
build a wall of supplication and thanksgiving.
And the God of peace was ready to reside in
Peace Castle with them if they would furnish
it with Christ-occupation and childlike obedi-
ence to Him. Peace, and at such a time! @
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CURRENT CONCERNS

What did

Paul mean
when he
talked about
“by all
means”’
reaching the
lost? It
would be
hard to tell
by the way
the verse is
abused
today.

David
Dunlap has
recently
moved Lo
Tampa,
Florida, where
I?(’ SEVVES l'./]["
Lovd in a
preaching and
written
Ministry.

David Dunlap

Re-markefing the Message

am made all things to all men,
that 1 might by all means save
W <oc” (1 Cor. 9:22).

Paul’s heart desire was to win the lost for
Christ. Unbelievers, whether Jew or Gentile,
slave or free, were all to be reached for the
Saviour. Eternal punishment and the Lake of
Fire were living realities. By means of horse-
back journey, sea-going vessel, or sandaled
foot, the apostle’s conviction was that they all
must have the good news preached to them.

Previously, he writes concerning this driv-
ing passion for the unsaved: “Woe is unto me,
if I preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). Yet
the message must not be compromised. Paul
had renounced the hidden things of dishon-
esty and the handling the Scriptures in a mis-
feasant manner.

The message must be declared with in-
tegrity. Truth was not a commodity to be ne-
gotiated. Bible truth must be proclaimed! He
set forth his position clearly in saying, “Am I
seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I
striving to please men? If I were still trying to
please men, I would not be a bondservant of
Christ” (Gal. 1:10). In another place he speaks
of the persecution he bore for the “offense of
the cross” (Gal. 5:11).

Yet, today some in the evangelical church
are calling for a shaping of the gospel mes-
sage to make it more palatable to the un-
saved. They chide church leaders, asserting
that the unsaved will remain unsaved unless
we reshape the gospel to meet their personal
needs.

This method is called contextualization. This
technique for reaching the lost was rejected
by Bible-based Christians 70 years ago when
the modernist preacher Harry Emerson Fos-
dick urged its use in Christian churches. Writ-
ing in 1928, he scolded godly men of the
Book, “Preachers who pick out texts from the
Bible and then proceed to give their historic
settings, their logical meaning in the context,
their place in the theology of the writer, are
grossly misusing the Bible. Let them not end

but start with thinking of the audience’s vital
needs, and then let the whole sermon be orga-
nized around their endeavor to meet those
needs. This is all good sense and good psy-
chology.” 1

Today, a growing number of evangelical
leaders are urging the use of this same tech-
nique, albeit redressed in evangelical termi-
nology. George Barna, an evangelical market-
ing professional who is representative of this
position, writes concerning the preaching and
ministry of Paul, “Paul provided what I feel is
perhaps the single most insightful perspective
on marketing communications, the principle
we call contextualization. Paul...was willing
to shape his communication according to
their needs in order to receive the response he
sought.” 2

After all, Barna explains, using the
Corinthian letter, did not the apostle Paul
write, “...I am made all things to all men, that
I might by all means save some” (1 Cor. 9:22)?
Barna states further that this is the biblical
mandate for re-marketing the message to
meet the needs of the 1990’s. Yet the question
must be asked: Was that the thrust of Paul’s
message? Is he suggesting that we should ac-
commodate the gospel to the personal needs
of the unsaved?

Most serious Bible students would not en-
tertain such a specious interpretation for even
a moment. What then was Paul’s aim? Suc-
cinctly stated, Paul’s desire was to become a
slave of all to win some for Christ. There was
never the thought of reframing the gospel for
the sake of making it more appealing. He was
not advocating a better marketing plan. Not
for a moment. He was setting forth the princi-
ple of self-denial and sacrifice befitting all the
servants, the doulos, of Christ. Paul was will-
ing rather to give up everything he owned
and sacrifice the rights and status he pos-
sessed, if that would further the matchless
and saving gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ in
a lost world.

William Kelly clarifies the text further,
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writing, “The apostle was ready to yield at every
side where Christ was not concerned. He was free,
but free to be a bondman of any and everyone, in
order that he might gain, not ends of his own, but
the most possible for Christ.”3 In examining more
closely 1 Corinthians 9:19-22, we notice how this
truth is carefully unfolded.

Paul begins by touching on the truth of Christian
liberty. He has been expounding this theme since
chapter 8 and will continue until chapter 10. But
now, in chapter 9 he states, “For though I am free
from all men...” (v. 19). We are not under law but
grace. We are not bound to Jewish religious ritual
nor Gentile pagan tradition. Grace liberates us from
all this and empowers us to live godly lives. Yet Paul
points out to us a paradox: although we are free
from all men, yet we are slaves to all. “Yet have I
made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the
more” (v. 19). Grace empowers us in Christ to sacri-
fice all, to endure all, to set ourselves in subjection to
all, to become bond-slaves to win the unsaved to
Christ. Was Paul setting forth a marketing plan for
the gospel? In no way! He was calling for self-denial
and sacrifice for the sake of proclaiming the unsoiled
truth to those who do not know Christ.

This principle is developed further in the ensuing
verses. He says, “Unto the Jews I became as a Jew...”
(v. 20). Paul describes the denial of his personal lib-
erty in seeking to win those of the nation of Israel.
Though he was not under the law, yet he adopted
their customs, ceremonial law, and traditions so as
not to give offense to the gospel, in order to win
some from the commonwealth of Israel to Christ. Yet
he would never stoop to compromising the truth of
the gospel. Concerning the Gentiles he writes, “...to
them that are without law, as without law...” (v. 21).
Paul is not saying that he in any way engaged in an
immoral lifestyle to win the godless Gentiles; of

Re-marketing the Message

course not. Rather, he set aside all his Jewish tradi-
tions, ceremonies, and culture in order to avoid pro-
ducing a distraction and thereby a hindrance to the
message of the gospel.

To the weak brother, Paul says, “I became as
weak...” (v. 22). Regarding the weaker Christians,
Paul adjusted his behavior so as not to offend. He
chose rather to yield in love than to distract and
stumble those weak in the faith. Why all the pro-
tracted effort in self-denial and sacrifice? Why, im-
prisonment, hunger, sleepless nights, fastings often,
scourging, and stonings? So that through Christ-
centered sacrificial devotion to be “all things to all
men” he might win some! Compromise the truth?
Market the gospel? Accommodate the Word of God?
Never!

John Heading warns, “Verses 20-22 have often
been interpreted in the sense of allowing evangelists
to do almost anything they please in their zeal to
reach souls. A careful reading of the Revised Version
would, however, dispel such a notion. What Paul
means is that he became a servant in every legitimate
way to many folds, thereby by all means to save
some’4.

How are the lost to be reached with the powerful
gospel of salvation? The message of the apostle is
this: to present ourselves unto God as servants, will-
ing to sacrifice all and to humbly serve all, going
forth armed with the all-sufficiency of Christ and
His Word.

However, those who seek to reach the unsaved
through the use of amusements and gimmicks will
find that they have no effective means of reaching
the lost with the truth of Christ. It must be empha-
sized yet again that the primary means of reaching
the lost in our day as in every day is the unabashed,
faithful setting forth of the truth of the gospel to a
perishing world.

ENDNOTES

! Harry Emerson Fosdick, What is the Matter with
Preaching, Harpers Magazine, July, 1928, p. 135

2 George Barna, Marketing the Church, (Colorado
Springs, Colo. :NavPress, 1988), p. 33

3 William Kelly, Notes on 1 Corinthians, G. Morrish,
London, 1878, p. 149

4 John Heading, The Epistle to the Corinthians, John
Ritchie, Kilmarnock, Scotland, p. 135 @
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NorRTH AMERICA

For Prayer & Praise

.mnl Lines

BRINGING IN THE
NEW YEAR

Eddie Schwartz (NC) will be
the speaker for a New Year’'s
Conference held at Park of the
Palms (Keystone Heights, FL) on
December 28-31. Other confer-
ences to be held throughout Jan-
uary and February include:
David Glock (IA), Dan Smith
(IA), Rob Linsted (KS), Donald
Hubbard (FL) and William Raws
(N]). Contact:

Park of the Palms

706 Palms Circle

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

{(904) 473-4926

SINGLE MINDED

January 5-7, 1996, are the dates
you will want to keep open on
your calendar if you are single,
and 16 years of age or older.
Greenwood Hills is sponsoring
another Congress Retreat, Lord
willing. Speakers expected are
Steve and Bruce Hulshizer (PA).
Space is limited, so register early.

Congress Retreat

2721 Oberlin Drive

York, PA 17404

WINTER CONFERENCE

The 9th Annual Winter Con-
ference will be held at Galilean
Bible Camp (ON) on February
23-25, 1996. ]. B. Nicholson (MI)
will be speaking. For more infor-
mation, contact:

James Martin

1761 Rutherglen Cr.

Sudbury, ON P3A 2K4

DALLAS AREA CONFERENCE

The Annual Conference held
by the Wheatland Bible Chapel
(Duncanville, TX) is scheduled in

the will of the Lord for March 29-
31, 1996. Steve Hulshizer (PA)
and Randy Amos (INY) have been
invited to minister from the
Word of God. Contact:

Robert Smith

(214) 298-6293

COUPLES” RETREAT
Greenwood Hills will be host-
ing a Couples’ Retreat April 19-
21, 1996, for couples of all ages.
Speaker expected is Alan Parks
(MD). To register, contact:
Greenwood Hills
7062 Lincoln Way East
Fayetteville, PA 17222

WORKERS’ & ELDERS’
CONFERENCE

The 4th Annual Workers’ &
Elders” Conference will be held
May 7-9, 1996, at the West Fifth
assembly in Hamilton, ON. The
theme for this year’s conference
is: The Holy Spirit: His Person and
Work. Neil Dougal (MA) and
Alan Parks (MD) will be the
keynote speakers. For more in-
formation, contact:

Workers’ and Elders’

Conference
P.O. Box 26044, RPO King St.
Oshawa, ON L1H 8R4

NEW OPPORTYNITIES

Please pray for a new work
which was begun in Whitby
(next to Oshawa), Ontario. The
Lord has blessed the work with
good attendance. The saints from
the Pine Ridge Bible Chapel (Os-
hawa, ON) are encouraged to see
how the new work is progress-
ing, but do miss their brothers
and sisters in Christ who left to
help start this ministry.

Brother Gerald Humbert,
presently in fellowship in Val-
dosta, GA, lives in Thomasville,
GA, and is interested in finding
others in the Thomasville area for
fellowship and breaking of
bread. Contact:

Gerald Humbert

323 N. Spain Street

Thomasville, GA 31792

(912) 228-5620

Three families are meeting in
Whitehouse Station, NJ to re-
member the Lord, fellowship,
and study the Scriptures. On
Wednesdays they have a Bible
Reading meeting with Christians
from various churches attending.
Contact:

Newton Bible Chapel

¢/ o Dennis C. Scheifele

15 Bouwrey Place

Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889

HOMECALL

James Hunter, 90, of Holly-
wood, FL, went to be with the
Lord on September 11, 1995. Born
in Scotland, he came to the US as
a young man. Though fully em-
ployed, he was very active in the
Lord’s work in the Pennsylvania
and Ohio areas. He helped estab-
lish the Mansfield Bible Chapel
in Mansfield, OH, and kept busy
teaching and preaching the Word
in assemblies in that area.

After retirement from secular
work, he moved to Florida,
where he was in fellowship with
the Christians at the Hollywood
Bible Chapel. He was used by the
Lord in discipleship all over
South Florida until shortly before
his homecall. He was highly re-
spected and loved by all. He will
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