k. e

M

R W




EDITORIAL

TRAVELLING INCOGNITO

. B. NICHOLSON |R.

-----

HEY CAN BE BLUE OR WHITE, yellow,
orange, or red. T should be able to see about
3,000 of them on a clear, dark night. But as-
tronomers tell us that there are more than
200,000,000,000,000,000,000 (200 billion billion)
stars, more than 40 billion per person on our little plan-
et-home. There was a day that scientists, ignoring the
inference of Scripture that man cannot count them
{Gen. 15:5)—though God has even named them (Ps.
147:4)—said there were a thousand stars or so. Or so!
Every time astronomers build a larger telescope, they
find we have a larger universe.

The figures concerning the
heavens are, well, astronomi-
cal—not only the number of
stars, but their temperatures,
sizes, and distances from us. It
is no wonder that David won-
dered, “What is man that Thou
art mindful of him?” after con-
sidering the starry hosts.

Stars range in surface tem-
perature from a chilly 5,000° F. (3,000° C) to a tomd
37,000° F. Our sun falls about into the middle of the
category at approximately 10,000° F. But temperatures
at the centers can approach 2,000,000° F. Interestingly,
red stars are the coolest, blue stars the hottest.

And what of their sizes? Stars vary from extremely

Our Solar System

dense neutron stars to the supergiants. Anfares, six-
teenth brightest star to our view in the heavens (a mere
400 light-years away) has a diameter 330 times that of
the sun—which is 109 times that of the earth. Betel-
geuse (Alpha Orionis) appears to expand and shrink,
but varies between 375 and 595 times the diameter of
the sun. That means that if this one star was centered in
the middle of our solar system, the sun, Mercury,
Venus, Earth, and Mars could continue in their orbits
inside Betelgeuse with 365,200,000 miles to spare.

Is your bramn holding up? Not tired yet? Then think,
if you can, of the distances between the stars: “Behold
the height of the stars, how high they are!” (Job 22:12).
As you know, the distances are measured in light-
years, the distance traveled by light at 186,282 miles

per second for one year—5.88 million million miles
(9.46 million million km). Did David know that light
was the limiting speed in the universe when he wrote:
“If T take the wings of the morning (the first rays of
light that shoot across the moming sky), and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea” the Lord would be there
waiting to look after him (Ps. 139:9-10)?

The sun is just 93 million miles from us; the next
nearest star, Proxima Centauri is 4.3 light-years from
the sun. Some stars on the farside of our galaxy, the
Mllky Way, are 80,000 light-years from us.

Now let’s step away from
our galactic cluster of 100 bil-
lion stars into real outer space.
Our nearest galaxy-neighbor is
200,000 light-years away! The
most distant stars we know
about are billions of light-
years from us. It’s a bit lonely
§ out here, wouldn’t you say?
Let’s return to that little blue
planet, three from the sun.

Now go back in time with me nineteen centuries and
across the globe to a ridge of hills just south of
Jerusalem. Night has fallen. It has been almost two
years since news that a King has been born nearby,
born in an outbuilding normally reserved for livestock.
We are startled to see a camel train upon which ride
men who obviously are strangers to these parts. As we
watch, they glance heavenward. A brlliant star shines
above, seemingly the means by which they are directed
to a modest building in the town of Bethlehem.

Wise men they are indeed, having left their home-
land in search of the King, “for,” they say, “we have
seen His star...” His star? They are a/l His! He made
them, named them, and they glorify Him every one.
Then what is He doing here? Why is the King of glory
travelling incognito? I'll let the psalmist tell you He
was the One who linked the mighty stars and the inhab-
itants of this sad little planet in Psalm 147: “He healeth
the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds (mar-
gin, griefs). He telleth the number of the stars; He cal-
leth them all by their names " (vv. 3-4).
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IRS UPDATE

n an effort to keep Christians informed of
changes that affect them, we have included
the following notice regarding charitable
contributions:

As in the past, the US Internal Revenue Service will
accept cancelled checks to substantiate charitable con-
tributions for 1993 tax returns.

However, due to a recent change in federal income
tax laws, commencing January 1, 1994 (for 1994 re-
turns and thereafter) the Internal Revenue Service will
require a “written substantiation” from the recipient
charitable organization to substantiate charitable contri-
butions of $250.00 or more. A cancelled check alone
will no longer be accepted as sufficient proof. This new
rule applies to contributions to churches as well as
other charitable organizations.

Some assemblies are already using the “envelope
system” which should enable the treasurer to issue an
appropriate letter of substantiation at the end of each

year. We are aware, however, that a number of assem-
blies do not yet have a system which would collect the
data required for its treasurer to issue an appropriate re-
ceipt.

Inasmuch as the new provisions of the law become
effective for charitable contributions made on January
1, 1994 and thereafter, if contributions to your assem-
bly are to be tax deductible, you should institute an
“envelope system” or other method of recording indi-
vidual contributions which will enable your treasurer to
issue annual receipts meeting the “written substantia-
tion” requirements.

It has been suggested that assemblies contact their
local tax advisor promptly for assistance in implement-
ing such systems, if they desire contributions to be tax
deductible.

—Gerald V. Keller, CPA
(This requirement is only applicable to
churches in the United States.)
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BETHLEHEM: MANIFEST IN FLESH

NE OF THE MOST PICTURESQUE places

in all the world is the little town of Bethle-

hem nestling in the Judean hills. A visit is a

never-to-be-forgotten experience. Not far
away are the shepherds’ fields where wondering men
heard a wonderful message centuries ago. How often
we enjoyed singing the Christmas carols in the same
fields when we were living in the land of the Bible.
Whenever the word Bethlehem (which means “the
house of bread”) comes to mind, certain memories
spring to life about a Sign, a Son, and a Saviour.

A SIGN

From the days of David, the man after God’s own
heart, Bethlehem was like many other towns, quietly
hidden away for centuries. Then one day a mysterious
star appeared in the heavens over the place where Jesus
was to be born. It led the way for the wise men to come
to the Babe with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. The message of the angel of the Lord was ex-
pressed in the word *“Saviour,” who was the Christ, the
Lord. The star went before the wise men once more,
not to show them the way to the city—this they
knew—but to lead them to the Babe.

The sign was a baby and in this lies the mystery of
the Incarnation. Truly it is both mysterious and won-
derful—the Son of God, the great Creator, the Lord of
glory, humbling Himself to become the Son of Man.
No one at Rome, the imperial capital, knew of His ar-
rival, and the event was not announced in the high
places of the earth.

What lessons are to be learned from the travelers in
their guidance and gifts. It is obvious that when they
obeyed the leading of the Scriptures and turned to-
wards Bethlehem, the star of promise led them to the
Star of destiny and deliverance. The star appeared to
guide them. As we obey the light we have, God gives
us more. It 1s still true, “The meek will He guide in
judgment: and the meek will He teach His way.”

A SON

In reading the Old Testament, we are first intro-
duced to Bethlehem in the days of Jacob. Though he

lived some 1800 years before the coming of Christ, the
hand of God was on him, leading him right to the
house of bread, Ephrath. Coming along from Bethel a
halt was made and, just on the outskirts of Bethlehem,
Rachel, his beloved wife, gave birth to her last child.
As she died, she cried out in pain, “Benoni,” which
means, “son of my sorrow.” Jacob called the boy Ben-
jamin, the “son of my right hand,” and built a pillar
there which remains to this day. Often I have sat by the
way into Bethlehem and thought about this scene. It
speaks of the birth of another Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Surely He was the Man of Sorrows, but also the
Son of God’s right hand (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 1:13).

He came as a babe, in the manger was laid
Christ Jesus, the blest Son of God,

He came from on high, that here He might die,
To ransom us by His own blood.

“At Bethlehem,” said Leo the Great, “two natures
met together in one Redeemer. Nothing is wanting in
either; entire majesty and entire littleness; His the infir-
mity whose is the power. The selfsame Person is both
capable of dying and conqueror of death. God knit
Himself to manhood in pity and power; either nature
was in the other; and yet neither in the other lost its
own property.”

Centuries before, Micah had assured us that He is
not circumscribed by time. His goings forth, His activi-
ties, have been from old, from everlasting. These go-
ings forth were before creation, in creation, in His ap-
pearances to the patriarchs, and throughout the Old
Testament history of redemption. How wonderful to
read Psalm 90:2; John 1:1, 14, and the early chapters of
Matthew and Luke, and also Paul's interpretation of
them in Colossians 1. Surely then His vision will fill the
soul and this season of the year will be deeper and
fuller, for great is the mystery of the Incarnation. The
central figure in the story of Bethlehem is not Joseph or
Mary, the shepherds or the sages or the angels, but
Christ, the holy Child, the Son of God.

A SAVIOUR

While we gaze with adoring wonder on the birth of
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the little baby in a manger, we must never forget that
He was of noble descent. For He was one of the family
of David and of Abraham. The wise men knelt and
worshiped Him and the sky shone with a wonderful
light from heaven. The beautiful name, Jesus, simply
means “Jehovah the Saviour.” In the Old Testament
there are three books that contain the name of Jesus—
Joshua, Isaiah, and Hosea. In all these books the Spirit
of God has a special purpose in the meaning of the
names. Joshua puts the emphasis on His Person, Isaiah
on His work, and Hosea on His people. So when
Matthew records, “And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His
people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21), the Holy Spirit
unites these three books in testimony to the Christ of
God, Immanuel, “God with us.”

Joshua means Saviour, and so the name of Jesus is
the same. Isaiah makes much of the work of the Re-

deemer, and the meaning of His name is “Jehovah is
salvation.” Thus, as Matthew says, our Lord came to
save from sin. Finally, Hosea is another reference to
the Saviour, and in his book we find Jehovah’s great
concern for His people. So the coming of Christ was to
save His people from their sins. No wonder we sing:

I cannot tell why He whom angels worship

Should set His love upon the sons of men,

Or why as Shepherd He should seek the wanderers
And bring them back, I know not how or when.

But this I know: that He was born of Mary,

When Bethlehem's stable was His only home,

And that at Nazareth He lived and labored

And so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come.

Yes! He came, a Saviour long desired and long ex-
pected. And now, as the Messiah of promise, the Lord
Jehovah, God Himself, we announce Him as heaven’s
great gift and earth’s greatest gain. At this season, may
the knowledge of His love fill our hearts with adoring
worship.
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FOR PRAYER & PRAISE

GREENWOOD HILLS
1994 CONFERENCES

A Congress Retreat will be held
January 7-9, 1994, at Greenwood
Hills. The speaker, Lord willing,
will be Larry Batts (Greensboro,
NC). Price is $60.00 for a 2-night
stay and 5 meals. Register soon:

Congress Retreat

2721 Oberlin Drive

York, PA 17404

A more complete listing of the
upcoming conferences to be held at
Greenwood Hills will appear in the
next issue.

WINTER RETREATS

JANBOREE takes place at
Camp Li-Lo-Li (Randolph, NY) on
January 14-16, 1994, Director
Nathan Thomas has lots of special
surprises in store, both indoors and
out. Kids ages 9-13 are invited to
attend as the Bible is applied
through many lessons and illustra-
tions throughout the retreat.

Teen POLAR BOWL is a winter
retreat held February 4-6, 1994, at
Li-Lo-Li. An exciting weekend is
planned with Bible lessons and
plenty of winter activities. Contact:

Cathie Whitcomb

Camp Li-Lo-Li1

8811 Sunfish Run Road

Randolph, NY 14772

(716) 945-2747

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Prospect Bible Chapel (Hartford,
CT) will be hosting the Northeast
Leadership Conference on Tuesday,
March 22, 1994, at 9:30 A.M. All
elders, full-time workers, and those

interested in the Lord’s work are in-
vited to attend. The speaker, D.V.,
will be Charles Fizer (IA). Contact:

Don Dunkerton

112 Cranford Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1373

ONTARIO WORKERS’ &
ELDERS’ CONFERENCE

The second annual Ontario
Workers’ and Elders® Conference
will be held May 3-5, 1994, The
site for this year’s conference will
be St. Catharines, Ontario. This
year’s theme—Thy Word Have I
Hid in Mine Heart—will focus on
the authority of the Word of God
and how it relates to the world in
which we live. For more details:

Steering Committee

206 King Street E.

Box 26044

Oshawa, ON L1H 8R4

FELLOWSHIP ON PURPOSE
The saints at Burkehaven
Chapel, Waynesboro, GA have tried
something new in their fellowship
and it has turned out to be a source
of encouragement to all. They have
heard of other larger assemblies in
the southeast doing this, but thought
it might have some appeal to the
Christians in the Burkehaven as-
sembly. They are a small group of
believers with Wednesday evening
attendance running in the area of
30-40 people. They have several
young families with small children,
several families with middle
school/junior high age young peo-
ple and a number of older couples.

These believers are faithful in atten-
dance at the midweek meeting, but
have found there is little time for
fellowship due to the busy sched-
ules that come with life in the 90’s.

It was suggested that the chapel
provide a simple supper each
Wednesday evening, served about
45 minutes before the regularly
scheduled meeting. A designated
couple makes the arrangements
each week. The goal is to provide a
light supper at a cost of $1.00 per
person. The menus are announced
each month in the bulletin. If fami-
lies wish to contribute to the cost,
they may do so.

Menus have included a do-it-
yourself sandwich buffet, spaghetti
dinner with tossed salad, pizza, taco
salad, hot dogs and fruit salad,
baked potato bar, etc.

This has met a need in the lives
of many who have previously had
to scramble to get supper on the
table and then try to get to the meet-
ing on time. It has also provided
fellowship which is sorely needed
in our assemblies today. Maybe
you’d like to try this.

CHECK YOUR LIBRARY
Ronnie Crotts of Greensboro,
NC has informed Uplook that he
would be interested in purchasing
used Christian books. If you have
any old books you are thinking
about getting rid of, please contact:

Ronnie Crotts
(919) 378-1999

THIS IS NO MTV!
Maclean Hunter Cable TV
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(Channel 10), the local television
station in St. Catharines, ON, has
offered 3 months of free airtime to
Clarence Low. The programs will
be aired February 13-April 1994 at
10:30 AM on Sundays with a re-

broadcast on Thursdays at 6:00 PM.

They plan to have interviews,
music, and a gospel challenge for
each program. In the spring, brother
Low plans to conduct his third
gospel mission with the assemblies
in Andhra Pradesh, India.

WHAT’S NEW IN NEW YORK

Ray and Becky Blais (Rochester,
NY) write, “We are off and running
into the fall season ministering to
the saints in Rochester, NY and be-
yond. The youth ministry is excit-
ing with 35 meeting at our house
for our first time this year. Twenty-
six of these traveled with us to
reach out to the poor of downtown
Philadelphia on November 4-6.

“Also, 85 teens from around the
town met at the Northgate Chapel
to be encouraged to take a stand in
their local schools for their faith.
Materials to motivate them were
given and a Bible study was initiat-
ed in the public school.

“We also have a burden for what
appears to be an untapped area of
ministry. It appears that from south
of Rochester (central NY state) to
Pennsylvania, virtually little or no
New Testament work is being car-
ried on. ‘Pray ye . . . the Lord of the
harvest, that He will send forth la-
borers into His harvest’ (Mt. 9:38).”

COMMENDATION

The Christians gathered to the
name of the Lord Jesus at the West
Hill Gospel Hall (West Hill, ON)
have commended Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon Hanna to return to the work
of the Lord in Zambia, Africa.

Since April 1986, they have
proven to be a blessing and assis-
tance to the work of the Lord, par-
ticularly in Chitokoloki at the mis-
sion station where they have made
their home. Pray on that the Lord’s
hand may be upon them as they
continue in His service.

RECUPERATING

Please pray for Mobin and
Gladys Khan who were hit by a
drunk driver on November 19.
Mobin was released from the hospi-
tal on December 2, and has a cast
on his right leg from his toes to his
hip. He also suffered injuries to his
ribs, cheek bones, and left eye sock-
et. Gladys suffered a broken left
wrist and thumb, and has had pain
in her chest since the accident. She
learned only recently that her toes
and knee caps were also broken in
the accident. Their return to India
has been postponed until their
health improves.

DYING FOR ONE’S FAITH

In the October issue of Uplook,
we reported the story of Wally
Tope. The day after the riots erupt-

ed in Los Angeles, he went into the
streets to preach Christ to the loot-
ers. Brother Tope passed into the
presence of the Lord on November
24, 1993, He had been in a coma in
an area convalescent hospital since
the attack, and never regained con-
sciousness. A memorial service was
held on December 10 at the William
Carey University in Pasadena.

PRESENT WITH THE LORD
After a long sickness, the Lord
called Carl Ostertag home on

September
30, 1993, 4t
age 90.

Carl was
saved at the
age of 15 in
a tent meet-
ing in north
St. Louis,

MO. As a timid young man, Carl
was concerned about the lost and
getting the gospel to them. He was
not a public speaker, but used his
printing press to sow the Word in
the hearts of millions. Working for
Faithful Words Publishing Compa-
ny by day, he was granted permis-
sion to print Palabras Fieles, a
Spanish gospel tract, at night. By
1948, nearly 3,000,000 copies had
been sent out. In 1940, he appeared
in Ripley’'s Believe it or Not, for
printing in Spanish while not being
able to read, speak, or write in that
language. It has been estimated that
in his lifetime he reached 200 mil-
lion people with the gospel.

The work is being continued by
his step-grandson Tim McNeal. The
prayers of the Lord’s people would
be greatly appreciated as he seeks to
continue this ministry,

u
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