


EDITORIAL

A MEETING OR A SERVICE?

J. B. NICHOLSON JR.
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WAS TRAVELING WEST for a gospel out-

reach with a group of young men. Enroute, I

stopped by to see an old family friend who,

for whatever reasons, had become jaded with
his heritage in New Testament style assemblies.

Somewhere in the conversation, he asked me where
I was heading. I told him T was going to have some
meetings in North Dakota.

“Meetings!™ he responded, with a slight edge to his
voice. “There’s a typical Brethrenism.”

I was taken aback. What heresy had I imbibed as a
child and now had blurted out in the presence of this
renowned Bible teacher? A heresy so grievous that it
had a name! A Brethrenism, of all things.

“Meetings?” | queried, half afraid now to speak the
word aloud.

“Yes,” he answered, “anyone else would say ‘ser-
vices.""”

“Ah!” | was beginning to understand the enormity
of my heterodoxy. That’s what it was. The crime was
heterodoxy—a studied attempt to be different. I con-
fess I found it half amusing that this brother would ob-
ject to such a word usage. After all, he seemed to de-
light in heterodoxy. But I suppose you don’t want to be
different in something so unpopular as this!

It’s like the head-covering issue. “No one else wears
head-coverings,” they say. As if our purpose is to fly in
the face of convention, to irritate the church at large; as
if we were avant garde trail blazers, attempting vainly
to be trend setters. The issue would be seen more clear-
ly if they added the word, “anymore™ to their sentence:
“No one else wears head-coverings anymore.”

The fact is, a generation ago you could hardly find
an uncovered woman in any church service anywhere.
We didn’t step forward with this; everyone else
stepped back.

As far as the term “meeting” goes, the concept is
hardly a new one to describe certain kinds of gather-
ings. Of course secular society feels quite comfortable
with the term: board meetings (not ‘services’), sales
meetings (not ‘services’), PTA meetings (not ‘ser-
vices’), etc. I'm not trying to be silly. The point is this:
meetings and services are gatherings which are very

entirely different in their intent.

Board members, sales staffs, and PTA groups do not
come together to be served; they are coming together to
serve. To meet connotes bringing together available re-
sources to help one another in the accomplishment of
mutually desired ends.

The question then arises: When the church comes
together, is it to be a service or a meeting?

The early church evidently thought it was for meet-
ing. Is this not the principle of life in the body? Every
member in the body is designed to give away. The
heart does not pump blood for the heart, but for the
whole body. The lungs do not breathe for the lungs, nor
does the pancreas produce insulin for itself. Every part
of the body 1s designed to give. As each member of His
Body functions as healthy organs act, the whole body
grows “up into Him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined to-
gether and compacted by that which every joint suppli-
eth, according to the effectual working in the measure
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edi-
fying of itself in love™ (Eph. 4:15-16). Does any part
do without? No. The way to get is to give, just as sure-
ly as the way to live is to die (Jn. 12:24-25), and the
way up is to go down (Mt. 20:26-28). The church is not
a service center but a meeting place of redeemed and
gifted believers who follow the example of their Lord
in coming not to be served, but to serve (Mt. 20:28),

1 was standing with another Christian near the en-
trance to an auditorium where a citywide Bible confer-
ence was soon to begin. Suddenly, through the door-
way burst a young man, disheveled and out of breath.
He looked like he had dressed on the way there.

“When does the service start?” he asked.

“Just as soon as the meeting is over,” came the an-
swer from my companion.

Yes, that is the answer. The answer to ho-hum,
humdrum, halfhearted gatherings of the church. We
come together, not to be served, but to serve. “We
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” Let’s not
forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as some
are doing today. Let’s get serious about our meetings.

And then let the service begin. @
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CURRENT CONCERNS
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DAVID DUNLAP

N EVERY AGE of church history, questions
have arisen which have grown into issues of

great concern. The role of

the woman is one such
issue. Today, as in the past, there is
scarcely a local church, or church
leader, who has not discussed the
place and service of women in the
church. The sheer frequency with
which the woman is mentioned in
Scripture provides evidence for the
significance of her role and impor-
tance. Moreover, the place of the
headcovering has occupied an impor-
tant place in this debate. Leaders in
the church, both past and present,
have argued for its continued use.
Furthermore, in the New Testament
the apostle Paul sought to win the
obedience of women because of the
high place they occupy in relation to
angels (1 Cor. 11:10).

The principle of biblical headship
and the teaching of the covering for a
woman are closely intertwined. In 1
Corinthians 11:3, Paul teaches that
headship is ordered: God-Christ-
man-woman (see | Cor. 11:3). The
most accepted meaning for the term
“headship” is to have authority over.
In context, Paul is speaking of rela-
tionships between the man and the
woman and between Christ and the
church. The Bible teaches that the
headcovering is a symbol of a
woman’s obedience to God’s pur-
pose and design in creation and the
church. To disregard this is an af-
front to the biblical order God has
designed for His “Bride,” the church.

This point has not been missed by church leaders

through the centuries.

One of the great leaders of the early church was Ter-

It is notable
that Paul
never appeals
to the customs
of his day
in his arguments
for the use
of the headcoverings,

tullian. He was born in Carthage, North Africa, the son
of a Roman army officer. Although trained as a lawyer,

he was a leading figure in the
church between 195 and 220 AD,
and his writings served as a rudder
to steer the church through the the-
ological tempests of that day. His
writings in opposition to the Arian
controversy (which denied the
deity of Christ) and on the role of
the woman in the church are con-
sidered his finest works. Tertullian
believed that the covering for
women was not bound by culture
or time, but that it was a timeless
biblical principle. Writing about
160 years after Paul’s | Corinthian
letter, he states, “For throughout
Greece, and in certain of its barbar-
ic provinces, the majority of
churches keep their women cov-
ered. So let no one ascribe this cus-
tom merely to the Gentile customs
of the Greeks and barbarians. The
Corinthians themselves understood
him (the Apostle Paul) to speak in
this manner. For to this very day
the Corinthians veil their virgins.
So, on both sides of the matter, the
apostle has written with sufficient
clarity, in fact he says quite suc-
cinctly, ‘every woman.’” What does
‘every’ mean if it doesn’t mean
every class, every order, every con-
dition, and every age.”! It is no-
table that Paul never appeals to the
customs of the day in his argu-
ments for the use of headcoverings.
The practice of headcoverings as
described in 1 Corinthians 11 was

not a specific Greek, Asian, or Roman custom. The

failure to wear a headcovering would not have caused a

scandal among the local population. Paul’s appeal to

4 UPLOOIK«NOVEMBER 1994



A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Rl T N R AR ] ®oesccocnssnsessesssasensaseanan essessssnvanues ssssssssscsnanen

nature, creation, and angels indicates that the veiling
was the most appropriate expression of headship in the
church in every age.

A contemporary of Tertullian was Titus Flavius
Clement, born in Athens of parents who were Roman
citizens. Clement later settled in
Alexandria, Egypt. Soon after his
conversion he became an able teach-
er of the Scriptures, and in time suc-
ceeded Pantaenus as the principal of
an early Bible school. In the prime of
his life (189-231 AD) he was consid-
ered to be one of the early church’s
leading theologians. Clement’s writ-
ings covered a broad range of bibli-
cal themes; one was the role of the
woman in the church.

Clement saw a spiritual connec-
tion between devotion to Christ and a
woman’s wearing of a veil. In his
book, “The Instructor,” Clement
writes, “Women and men are to go to
the assembly decently attired, pos-
sessing unfeigned love, pure in body,
pure in heart, fit to pray to God. Let
the women observe further. Let her
be entirely covered, unless she be at
home. And she will never fall, who

The practice
of women
covering themselves
with a vel
has been
an accepted
spiritual exercise
throughout the
history of the church.

works were his Confessions and the City of God. In
writing to his friend, Possidius, an elder in a local
church, he details the relationship of spiritual headship
in the home and spiritual headship in the church:
“Those who belong to this world have also to consider
how they may please their wives if
they be husbands, their husbands if
they be wives, with this limitation,
that it is not becoming for women
to uncover their hair, since the
apostle commands women to keep
their heads covered.”

John Wesley (1703-1791) will
undoubtedly be remembered as one
of the greatest evangelists of all
time. The prince of Bible exposi-
tors, Dr. Alexander Maclaren, once
commented as he stood before a
portrait of John Wesley, “Now, 1
have seen the man who moved
England.”® The founder of
Methodism was also a writer, evan-
gelist, and missionary. His tireless
efforts had a profound and lasting
effect on the church. His teaching
on the role of the woman in the
church was much different than
many others who had come before

unites devotion and modesty with
her veil. For this is the wish of the
Word, since it is becoming for her to
pray veiled.”?

Nearly two hundred years later,
one of the most important theolo-
gians in the history of the church ap-
peared, Augustine (354-430), the
great spiritual leader from the city of
Hippo, North Africa. Augustine’s
doetrinal authority helped shepherd
the church flock in Africa as never
before. His impact on his generation
and the generations to follow would
be immeasurable. Martin Luther
once remarked that his study of the
writings of Augustine was a decisive
factor in gaining his reformation insight. Augustine
wrote extensively, penning over 97 books, not includ-
ing his sermons and letters. His two most well-known

him. One great area of difference
was that John Wesley encouraged
women not only to become in-
volved in the ministry of the
church, but also to become preach-
ers of the gospel. He thought
deeply and wrote extensively about
the role of the woman in the
church. Although women were al-
lowed to preach in the Methodist
ministry, the veil covering a
woman’s head was required as a
sign of her headship to Christ.
Concerning the theological signifi-
cance of the veil, Wesley wrote,
“For a man indeed ought not to veil
his head because he is the image
and glory of God in the dominion he bears over the cre-
ation, representing the supreme dominion of God,
which is his glory. But the woman is a matter of glory
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HEADCOVERING

to the man, who has a becoming do-
minion over her. Therefore she ought
not to appear except with her head
veiled as a tacit acknowledgement of
it.”s

The practice of women covering
themselves with a veil has been an
accepted spiritual exercise through-
out the history of the church. Schol-
ars, teachers, and leaders from the
very earliest day down to the present
have explained with passion and pre-
cision its biblical relevance and spiri-
tual significance. The scope of this
article does not allow us to go into
the writings of other great leaders
and their views concerning the head
covering, Church leaders and schol-
ars, such as John Calvin, Martin
Luther, Menno Simons, Ulrich
Zwingli, John Knox and others, all
have written persuasively on the bib-
lical practice of the veiling of
women,

The following comment by
Matthew Henry (1662-1714), sum-
marizes well the accepted practice of
churches in almost every age. His
words also express the weight and
gravity that should be rightly at-
tached to the headcovering, for its
use demonstrates the Headship of
Christ in the Church. He writes, “It
was the common usage of the
churches for women to appear in
public assemblies, and join in public
worship veiled; and it was manifestly
decent that they should do so. Those
must be very contentious indeed who
would quarrel with this or lay it
aside.”®

In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul exhorts
the Connthian church to adhere to a
custom he had taught them: Women
were to veil themselves in the public

assembly of believers. This was a uniquely Christian
custom observed out of respect for the principle of

seseevsssssenanns sesesssss sessesssssssensnnas

The God
of the Bible
is not interested
in oppressing women,
On the contrary,
women are truly
liberated...when they
willingly place
themselves into
the pattern of God's
unique design.

headship. The reasons Paul gives for this custom are p. 453.

serssssasse sseesssesncsssnsnne sssassasn

cross-cultural and eternal. The
headship principle is so fundamen-
tal, so central to the functioning of
the New Testament church that it
must be expressed symbolically in
the church’s public gatherings by
the use of headcoverings. The bib-
lical teaching of the New Testa-
ment regarding the woman'’s role is
difficult to understand and accept
amid the current cultural values
and trends in our society. The God
of the Bible is not interested in op-
pressing women. On the contrary,
women are truly liberated, and
thereby truly fulfilled, when they
willingly place themselves into the
pattern of God’s unique design.
“Ascribe ye greatness unto our
God...His work is perfect; for all
His ways are judgment; a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and
right is He” (Deut. 32:3-4).
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NORTH AMERICA

FOR PRAYER & PRAISE

The young people in Grand
Rapids, MI will be hosting a Young
People’s Conference January 20-22,
1995, at Little Pine Island Retreat
Center. J. B. Nicholson (MI) is the
invited speaker for the main meet-
ings along with John Bjorlie (MI)
and several others who will lead
small group seminars. Accommeoda-
tions and meals will be provided at
a cost of $35.00 per person. The
theme for the conference, taken
from Philippians 1:10, will be The
Pursuit of Excellence. The retreat
capacity is 120 persons. Deadline
for registration is December 30. For
registration information, contact:

Caroline Cairns or Scott Tucker

c/o Gospel Folio Press

(616) 456-9166

Park of the Palms (Keystone
Heights, FL) has recently an-
nounced their 1994 Holiday sched-
ule, and 1995 Winter Conference
schedule. Some of the speakers who
will be attending are Liddon Sheri-
dan (AL), Alan Parks (MD), James
Naismith (ON), David Adams
(ON), and Dan Smith (IA). For
reservations or a brochure, contact:

Park of the Palms

706 Palms Circle

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

(904) 473-4926

CONGRESS RETREAT

Bob Gessner and Keith Keyser
will be speaking at the Congress
Retreat at Greenwood Hills, Fayet-

teville, PA the weekend of January
6-8, 1995. Singles over the age of
16 are invited to attend the retreat.
The cost of $65.00 covers accom-
modations for two nights and five
meals. To register, send your name,
address, telephone number, date of
birth, and a $25.00 deposit to the
following address:

Greenwood Hills

Congress Retreat

2721 Oberlin Dr

York, PA 17404

The saints at the Quilchena
Chapel (Vancouver, BC) will be
hosting a Prophecy Conference
with Rob Lindsted (KS) on January
20-22, 1995. For more information:

Norman Chandler

(604) 271-1083

An Emmaus Seminar is sched-
uled for January 26-29, 1995 at
Park of the Palms (Keystone
Heights, FL). Speaker expected is
David Glock. Special lodging rates
are available. For more information:

Park of the Palms

(904) 473-4926

INRED OF FROST?

Frostproof Bible Chapel (Frost-
proof, FL) will be hosting a Bible
Conference February 18-20, 1995.
The speaker expected is James Nai-
smith (ON). The chapel is located
on the grounds of Shepherd Retire-
ment Community on Lake Reedy in
Central Florida. For more informa-
tion, contact:

Frostproof Bible Chapel
185 Marion Place
Frostproof, FL 33843
(813) 635-5414

Prospect Bible Chapel (Hartford,
CT) will once again host the North-
east Leadership Conference on
March 21, 1995. Elders, commend-
ed workers, and young men are en-
couraged to attend. To register:

Don Dunkerton

112 Cranford Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 272-6131

Wheatland Bible Chapel (Dun-
canville, TX) will once again be the
host for the Annual Spring Confer-
ence April 7-9, 1995. J. Boyd
Nicholson (ON) and Larry Batts
(NC) will be the speakers. Contact:

Bob Muldoon

(214) 270-5646

The Person of Christ will be the
topic for the Spring Bible Confer-
ence at Countryside Bible Chapel
(Winnebago, IL). The conference
will be held April 14-16, 1995, with
Jim McKendrick (MI) the expected
speaker. Limited accommodations
are available. Contact:

Jerre Wright

(815) 335-7353

SPRINGING AGAIN
The Palos Hills Christian As-
sembly (Palos Hills, IL) announces
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