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The
American
election is

history. The
bunting is
coming
down; the
posters are
disappearing
from the
lawns; the
strident
campaign
rhetoric is
subsiding.
The people
have made
their choice.
How will it
affect our
ltves?

Our Man is In

id some U. S. Christians cast
their ballots for the incumbent
W i the recent election? Then
surely they must have uneasy consciences
about their choice for what ought to be obvi-
ous reasons. Probably more Christians voted
for the Republican nominee. But do they
wonder if they have voted contrary to the will
of God when they supported the man whom
He sovereignly disallowed?

Some, on the other hand, don't vote. They
believe their heavenly citizenship and ambas-
sadorial status makes them “resident aliens,”
commissioned by their Lord to be non-parti-
san: “If My kingdom were of this world, then
would My servants fight,” said our Lord.

But whether or not you believe Christians
should vote, we all know we should pray!
Paul writes: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour; who will have all men to be saved...”
(1 Tim. 2:1-4). Notice the kinds of prayer to be
offered: supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks. Whatever our influence
in the voting booth, it is insignificant com-
pared with a visit to the Throne of Grace.

The objective of such requests is “that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life.” It would
seem that the intent of asking for such is not
primarily to give the saints a safe and easy
life but to provide an environment that is
amenable to the furthering of God’s work.

Providing this atmosphere in society is the
fiat of God, but Paul also reminds us of our
responsibility: our life should be lived “in all
godliness and honesty.” Godliness seems to
refer to that heart attitude in the believer that
always moves him to act in ways that please
the Lord., Honesty (semnotes, gravity) de-
scribes that lifestyle that suits a Christian who
is at the same time moved to sorrow over the
conditions on earth and filled with joy
through fellowship with heaven (see 2 Cor.
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6:10). W. E. Vine refers to the Greek word as
“gravity combined with dignity, with free-
dom alike from moroseness and from levity.”

Beyond our own desire for such a world
condition is the far greater desire of God: “For
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour; who will have (wills) all men to
be saved....” Ultimately, it is the longing of
God not to reform society but to redeem sin-
ners. We must never lose sight of this, that
God loves Democrats as much as Republi-
cans, liberals as much as conservatives, and
desires their eternal salvation.

The politicos going in usually disappoint
us as much as the ones going out. Christ
alone is the believers” true hope. “Our Man is
in, and His seat is uncontested.” By the unani-
mous consent of Heaven, the One who was
“despised and rejected by men” now sits
supreme. Before time began He planned the
ages; in the past, He “by Himself purged our
sins”; in the present, He upholds “all things
by the word of His power” from the place
where He sits “at the right hand of the
Majesty on high”; as to the future, He is the
“heir of all things”; all the while being “the
brightness of [God’s] glory” (Heb. 1:2-3).

Who is this One who rules the universe?
As the Architect of the ages, He is the First and
the Last of all God's plans. As the Purger of
our sins, He is the Author and Finisher of faith.
As the Upholder of the universe, He is the Be-
ginning and the Ending of every divine pur-
pose. As the Heir of all things, He is the Root
and Offspring of David, the fulfiller of God'’s
prophetic program. As the brightness of
[God’s] glory, and the express image of His
person,” He is the Alpha and Omega of all
God's revelation to man.

Two thousand years ago the exit polls indi-
cated the Carpenter from Nazareth had lost.
Men drove their point home with a lash, a
hammer, and a spear. But God had the final
say: “Whom God hath raised up...This Jesus
hath God raised up...God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:24, 32, 36). @
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NORTH AMERICA

For Prayer & Praise

roni Lines

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

A Men’s Bible Study Seminar
is scheduled for Jan. 6-10, 1997 at
Camp Horizon in Leesburg, FL,
with speaker Bernard Osborne
from Wales. The topic is the book
of Genesis. The format is a very
intensive four days of Bible
study. The days are long, the ses-
sions enjoyable yet rigorous, and
are most profitable to those seri-
ous about mastering the Word of
God.

Registration fee ($35.00) goes
toward covering the costs of the
meals and room. For registration
information, contact Larry Price:

Men's Bible Study

P.O. Box 396

Eustis, FL 32727-0396

MEETINGS IN
NEW BRUNSWICK

The Saint John and Moncton
(NB) assemblies plan, in the will
of the Lord, to have special min-
istry meetings with J. B. Nichol-
son Jr. (MI). The meetings are
slated for Jan. 15-17 in Saint John
and Jan. 18-24 in Moncton. Con-
tact: Bill Swan (Moncton) at (506)
859-0090 or Steve Budd (Saint
John) at (506) 847-4303.

FAMILY RETREAT

Families are encouraged to
plan a weekend at Camp Iro-
quina, Feb. 7-9, 1997. The expect-
ed speaker is Mark Kolchin (NJ).
Activities and special meetings
planned for the children. To reg-
ister or inquire further, contact
Jim Weisbecker at (717) 967-2577

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
A conference for serious-
minded young Christians on Feb.

28-Mar. 2, D.V. Participants
will meet at Little Pine Island
in Grand Rapids, MI, for an
intensive schedule of general
sessions, small-group semi-
nars, prayer and fellowship.
The scheduled speakers
for the general sessions are J.
B. Nicholson, Jr. (MI) and
Ken Hampton (MI). There
will also be several seminar
leaders. The suggested cost
for the weekend is $30.00 but
attendees may pay as they |
are able. Contact: Brian or ¥
Carol Wilson at (616) 742- [
0195. B

WINTER CONFERENCE

The 10th Annual Winter Con-

ference is scheduled to be held at
Galilean Bible Camp (ON),
February 28-March 2, 1997. Willie
Burnett (ON) is the invited
speaker. For further information:

James Martin

1761 Rutherglen Cr.

Sudbury, ON P3A 2K4

CRUISE
AND CONFERENCE

An Alaska tour and Inside
Passage cruise and conference is
planned for June 5-16, 1997. Join
other assembly believers for a
twelve-day tour. You will meet
as a group each day to enjoy
ministry from Tom Taylor (PA).
Port stops are planned for Skag-
way, Juneau, and Ketchikan.

Reservations are limited. Dis-
counted fares will be applied to
those registered by February 7,
1997. For more information:

Mark Kolchin

P. O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

Photo by Jim Cook, Jr./The Times

TORNADO HITS CAMP HOPE

On Thursday, November 7,
Camp Hope in Northeast Geor-
gia was destroyed by a tornado.
According to local newspaper re-
ports, six buildings were demol-
ished. Emergency officials initial-
ly estimated the damage at about
$300,000. Thankfully, only a few
people were on the grounds at
the time of the storm (a retreat
had been cancelled for that time)
and there was just one minor in-
jury reported.

Those willing to help in a
practical way can send contribu-
tions to:

Camp Hope

P.O. Box 3581

Augusta, GA 3094-3581

COMMENDATIONS
Chet Plimpton

The saints of Listowel Bible
Chapel commend Chet Plimpton
as an able minister of the Word
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

of God. Brother Chet has been
with New Tribes Missions at
Durham, ON, for about 25 years
during which time he, his wife,
and family have fellowshipped at
the assembly in Listowel. They
are regarded as a godly couple
who have raised their family in
the fear of the Lord.

Chet is considered an able
minister of God’s Word and a
wise counselor among God’s
people. He is loved as a brother
and overseer and is respected as
a servant of the Lord.

Craig Funston

The oversight of the Kamloops
Gospel Chapel believe that God
has led Craig Funston in a
change of status. He has been
serving the Lord in a full-time ca-
pacity since 1986, during which
time he has faithfully helped the
assembly in Kamloops as well as
other assemblies through camp
work, seminar ministries as well
as some itinerant preaching.

Craig has been involved with
the Kamloops Christian School
(KCS) for some time, periodically
tilling in as a substitute teacher.
Recently, KCS decided to devel-
op a bookstore and equipping
ministry. Starting in November,
Craig began transitioning into his
new role at the bookstore and re-
source center. Effective January
1, 1997, Craig will become part of
the full-time staff at the school.
Your prayers would be valued.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Victory Christian School
Opportunities for full-time
ministry as a teacher in the
school are available at Victory
Christian School. Now in their
twenty-second year of service,

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

RISE UP AND BUILD 97

This holiday season would be
a good time to consider your
plans for next year. Many Chris-
tians told us they were disap-
pointed last year because they
couldn’t attend the Rise Up and
Build conference due to family or
job commitments.

Lord willing, the dates for the
Rise Up and Build North Ameri-
can conference are Dec. 30, 1997 -
Jan. 2, 1998 at the Hyatt Regency
in Dearborn, MI. Keynote speak-
ers expected are Willie Burnett,
Dr. David Gooding, Dr. John
Lennox, William Macdonald,
and Boyd Nicholson. Approxi-
mately 30 seminars are also being
planned.

Victory Christian School is a min-
istry of the Bible Chapel in Saint
Louis, MO.

A college degree and experi-
ence working with young people
are preferred; certification or
teaching degree not necessarily
required. We anticipate openings
for the 97/98 school year at both
the elementary and high school
levels. Contact:

Stan Vaninger

Victory Christian School

10255 Musick Rd.

Saint Louis, MO 63123-5064

Phone: (314)849-3425 (day)

or (314) 752-3778 (evenings)

Camp Iroquoina
Maintenance/Housekeeping
couple needed immediatly for
year-round camp and retreat
ministry. Husband should have
some knowledge of all phases of

Forget Not (Ps. 4103:2)

maintenance work—especially
carpentry, painting, grounds
keeping and light auto mechan-
ics. Wife will be responsible for
housekeeping and seasonal camp
store management. Applicants
should have a love for children
and young people, and have a
commitment to volunteer service.

Send resume, references, spiri-
tual testimony and a letter ex-
plaining why and how God
called you to Christian camp
ministry. Please forward infor-
mation to:

Camp Iroquoina

R R#1 Box 176

Hallstead, PA 18822

Ireland Short-Term Missions

Uplook Min-
istries is pleased
to work with
Ron Hampton in
arranging a 24-
day mission trip
to the Republic
of Ireland this

sumimer.

The purpose is to have 3-4 re-
sponsible team leaders and 30-40
qualifying Christians (17 years
old or older) spend a two-week
period in Irish Catholic commu-
nities with existing assemblies to
focus on evangelistic outreach.
The group would labor in con-
junction with the Irish assemblies
and their oversight.

The tentative schedule is to ar-
rive in Dublin on May 27 and
spend three days in orientation
after which the group would di-
vide into teams to concentrate on
particular areas with the gospel.
A 3-day group tour will conclude

the trip.
Call Caroline at (616) 456-9166
for further information. D
u
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THE WORLD

Needed: Intercessors

hat’s Going On?

HOPTE FOR THE HOSTAGES

Wives of the New Tribes mis-
sionaries who are being held
hostage in Colombia were thank-
ful for a recent opportunity to at-
tend a prayer breakfast where
Elizabeth Dole (wife of Bob Dole)
was speaking. Since Mrs. Dole is
the president of the American
Red Cross, the wives asked for
help in securing the release of
their husbands. Mrs. Dole in-
structed an aide to assist them.
Her office’s inquiry to the Inter-
national Red Cross has raised the
level of interest in New Tribes’
case. It could cause enough pres-
sure on the Colombian branch to
move it to top priority.

This turn of events comes just
as a new director of the Colom-
bian branch of Red Cross, who
has given cooperation previously
unseen, is stepping into position.
The Red Cross has contacts with
the guerrillas but until now have
chosen not to use them. With this
encouragement, the wives have
written letters to their husbands
with the promise that these will
be delivered if at all possible.
Thank God for His perfect timing
in every detail. —Friends of NTM

RWANDA’S BABIES
Rwanda’s government esti-
mates that 35 percent of the
women who were raped during
the ethnic slaughter became
pregnant. Many had abortions or
killed their newborns. However,
between 2,000 and 5,000 “chil-
dren of bad memories” are alive,
The mothers who have chosen to
care for them must struggle not
only with their memories but
with social discrimination

against widows and rape victims.
Few will ever be able to marry or
remarry. —Pulse

ZAIRE UPDATE

The women and children from
Nyankunde and Bunia have been
evacuated to Rethy Academy
due to severe political unrest.
There are about 70 people there
who are trying to get out of the
country. While they feel they are
safe, their present concern is
dwindling supplies.

No incidents have been report-
ed at Tchabi, Itendey, or Lolwa—
all the looting was confined to
the MAF hangar. Pray for the
missionaries involved as well as
national believers.

BANKS RE-EXAMINE CLAIMS

In a dramatic reversal, Swiss
bankers have agreed to set up an
independent commission with
Jewish participation to determine
what assets still in their banks be-
long to Holocaust victims.

Swiss Bankers Association
Secretary General Jean Paul Cha-
puis told the World Jewish
Congress that the commission
will be authorized to retain an in-
dependent accounting firm and
other experts as necessary to as-
sist in preparing its report.

Chapuis added that the associ-
ation was deeply concerned that
this important issue be ap-
proached and concluded in a sen-
sitive, equitable, open, accurate
and professional manner.

—Jerusalem Post

OLYMPIC UPDATE
The DIME newsletter reports
that the office in Atlanta, they

had received 2,879 literature re-
quests, 1,748 of which were from
people who made a profession of
faith as a result of the evangelis-
tic message in the Olympic book-
let, “More than Gold.” Praise the
Lord for the eternal results of this
outreach!

On a similar note, volunteers
with Athletes in Action distribut-
ed 3,500 copies of the Jesus film
in 52 languages during the
Olympic Games in Atlanta. Their
new goal is to distribute a video
to each of the 11,000 athletes ex-
pected at the Sydney (Australia)
Olympics in the year 2000.

BIBLE BAN

In India, the people demand-
ing removal of a Bible from pub-
lic display seem to have succeed-
ed. Tiruvalla railway station no
longer displays the Malayalam
Bible that was kept on display for
several years. The passage on
display was changed frequently
by the brethren who were paying
the rent for this facility. This was
a source of blessing to many
weary travelers.  —Insight India

WATCHING PROGRESS

Joel, son of George and Nancy
Sturm (Albania), was declared
inoperable in a hospital in
Greece. Having shattered his
skull in a fall from their balcony,
his brain swelled and the infec-
tion spread throughout his body.

The Sturm family was able to
come home to Michigan where
Joel was immediately admitted to
a hospital in Grand Rapids. Still
in the States, he is out of the hos-
pital and receiving antibiotics
with encouraging results. @
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The Mystery of Godliness
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Jesus—The God Man

Donald L. Norbie

own through the years men
have grappled with the mys-
WS T tery of the Incarnation. How
could God become man? How can an infinite
person become finite? How can the Creator
become a part of creation? How can the
Almighty compress Himself into the form of
helpless babe nursing at the breast of His
mother? Was He still upholding the universe
by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3) as He
was being carried in the arms of Mary? Did
He really enter into all the experiences of
mankind or was He just playing a role? Did
He actually learn things: to read, to write, to
hammer a nail straight? What is involved in
God becoming man?

Did He possess all of His divine attributes
while He walked here on earth? Was He om-
niscient? Did He really know all things or
was His knowledge limited in any area? Was
He omnipotent, all-powerful, or was this
power restrained in any measure? God is om-
nipresent; man cannot escape the presence of
his God (Ps. 139). Was Christ everywhere, or
did He choose to limit His presence to the
body of Jesus? These and other questions
have stretched the thinking of Christians for
centuries,

There is a tendency in some quarters to
emphasize the humanity of Christ at the ex-
pense of His deity. Some would say that
while Jesus lived on earth He had no powers

beyond that of any human. His victory over
sin and the devil was by the power of the
Holy Spirit. His miracles were done by the
Spirit. The same Spirit is available to believers
today for the same miracles and victories.

They would quote Jesus” words, “The Son
can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees
the Father do” (Jn. 5:19, NKJV) and “l can of
Myself do nothing” (Jn. 5:30). Does not this
emphasize His human weakness and utter
dependence on the Father? How then can one
say that He is omnipotent? Did not Jesus say
of His coming again, “But of that day and
hour no ene knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father”
(Mk. 13:32)? How then can one say that Christ
was omniscient?

In connection with this is the teaching con-
cerning the kenosis (the emptying) of Christ
from Philippians 2. One writes, “The Divine
Logos by His incarnation divested Himself of
His divine attributes of omniscience and om-
nipotence, so that in His incarnate life the Di-
vine Person is revealed and solely revealed
through a human consciousness” (J. M.
Creed, New Bible Dictionary, p. 689).

But this goes beyond what the passage
states. Here is a personal translation:

Let this frame of mind be in you which was also

in Christ Jesus, who existing in the essential
form of God, did not deeni the being equal with

! L 1\‘|~ t N2
\
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Jesus—The God Man

God something to be grasped and held, By taking the
form of a slave, By becoming in the likeness of men;
And being found in the outward garb of humanity, He
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
deatlt, Even to the death of the cross (Phil. 2:5-8),

What is involved in the “emptied Himself” is de-
fined by the participles following. His humiliation
was accomplished not by the subtraction of any of
His divine attributes but by the addition of human
nature and form. The NIV is too strong when it
states that He “made Himself nothing.” Christ be-
came man and man was originally made in the
image of God. There is a glory about man, even in
his fallen state. But it was a humbling step for Christ
to leave the glories of heaven for the confines of a
human body, to be born in a stable and cradled in a
manger.

The Council of Chalcedon met in 451 A.D. to dis-
cuss these matters: “Following the holy fathers, we
unanimously teach one and the same Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, complete as to his Godhead, and com-
plete as to his manhood; truly God and truly man, of
a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting; con-
substantial with the Father as to his Godhead, and
consubstantial also with us as to his manhood; like
unto us in all things, yet without sin...the distinction
of the natures being in no wise abolished by their
union, but the peculiarity of each nature being main-
tained, and both concurring in one person and hy-
postasis.” Thus there was a strong affirmation of the
two natures, the human and divine, in the one per-
son of Christ.

Christ affirms His deity throughout the Gospels.
He could say, “Before Abraham was, [ am” (Jn. 8:58).
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9).
He taught “that all should honor the Son just as they
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent Him” (Jn. 5:23).
He argued that King David prophesied the deity of
the Messiah to come (Lk. 20:41-44). He allowed
Thomas to worship Him and to say, “My Lord and
my God” (Jn. 20:28).

J. B. Lightfoot writes in his commentary: “He di-
vested Himself, not of His Divine nature, for this
was impossible, but of the glories, the prerogatives
of Deity. This He did by taking the form of a ser-
vant” (p. 110). There is a holy mystery in this act of
compression and self-limitation when the Eternal

God became man. He is just as truly man as He is
God. Jesus grew up through the experiences of child-
hood learning and developing normally. He was not
acting out the learning process; it was real (Lk. 2:52).
He limited His omniscience in its exercise. The same
was true of His omnipotence. He struggled with
stubborn wood in the carpenter’s shop. His muscles
ached with fatigue at the end of the day. He could
speak the word and the universe came into being but
He worked hard to make a table.

Yet the potential of His divine nature was always
there. He could say to Nathaniel, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw
you” (Jn. 1:48). He could multiply the five loaves and
two fish and feed over 5,000 men (Lk. 9:10-17), an
amazing act of the Creator. He stood in the midst of
a raging storm and quieted the wind and the sea
(Mt. 8:23-27). The elements still obeyed His voice as
they had at creation.

There are mysteries here but the Scripture affirms
that Jesus is as truly God when in human flesh as He
was in eternity past. At times He held these powers
in check and functioned within the limitations of
human frailty. As the perfect Man He was always
submissive to the Father. When He said, “I can of
Myself do nothing,” He was simply stating that He
never acted independently of the Father.

But the divine attributes were always present. At-
tributes belong to the very essence of a person. For
God to give up His attributes is to cease to be God.
In the desert the Shekinah glory of God was veiled
by the brown, leather skins that covered the taberna-
cle. Similarly, the God-form glory of the Son was
veiled by the brown, weathered body of the Carpen-
ter as He tented among us (Jn. 1:14). The glory was
there even though veiled; and it could flash forth at
times. Peter could say, “We were eyewitnesses of
His majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16). We believe that Jesus is
truly God and truly man; we believe and we wor-
ship.

Thou Son of God, eternal Word,
Whe heaven and earth’s foundations laid,
Upholding by Thy word and power
The universe Thy hands have made
We worship Thee, all glorious Lord,
Forever be Thy Name adored!
We worship Thee, all glorious Lord,
Forever be Thy Name adored!

—Inglis Fleming
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