


EDITORIAL

-~ Ir’s THANKSLIVING TIME

[. B. NICHOLSON JR.
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ANADIANS and Americans pause around
this time of year to give a prefunctory ac-
knowledgement that, no matter how much
we complain the rest of the year, we are
richly blessed. But thanksgiving is a dangerous aftitude
for the West’s ever-increasing population of agnostics.

Agnostics must be careful. After all, gratitude infers
that there is Someone to thank for these blessings. In
fact, if there is no Blesser, there are no blessings, only
pleasant accidents. It has been noted that the most diffi-
cult time for an atheist occurs when he feels grateful—
and has no one to thank. Eventually, such an attitude
will turn the spirit rancid. Shakespeare has Rosencrantz
confess, “Beggar that T am, I am poor even in thanks.”

Godlessness lies at the root of thanklessness. Paul
declared emphatically, “They are without excuse! be-
cause that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not
as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened”
(Rom. 1:20-21).

There it is! “Neither were thankful”—the sucker
that saps the life from the soul. Never bearing fruit, the
self-centered person constantly demands more. Con-
tentment and satisfaction are strangers to such because,
no matter how well they are treated in life, they imag-
ine they deserve better than that.

A few weeks ago, [ was sitting in a crowded plane
at the Minneapolis Airport. It was the last flight of the
day to Grand Rapids. It had been a long trip for me:
Calgary-Vancouver; Vancouver-Seattle; Seattle-Min-
neapolis. I leaned back in the seat and let the conversa-

tion wash over me. It would be good to get home.

Waiting for clearance, the flight attendant was chat-
ting with some passengers near me. I overheard them
telling about their last flight, which had been delayed.

“I couldn’t believe some of the other passengers,”
said a fellow dressed in a pink shirt (with the appropri-
ate blue horse embroidered on the pocket). “They were
so rude to the stewardess,” he continued, a little louder
for the benefit of his captive audience. “I mean, it
wasn’t her fault! Some people can be so thoughtless.”

The flight attendant was more than happy to agree.
And with that the conversation concluded.

The attendant busied herself in the rear galley. The
plane was still at the gate. Ten minutes passed. Fifteen.
The horse-man was getting red around his pink collar. 1
noticed the colors clashed.

Twenty minutes passed. My neighbor’s voice was
becoming more strident. And he had found several oth-
ers—who had agreed with him in his last conclusion—
to agree with him now. They summarily tried, sen-
tenced, and executed the airlines in general, this airline
in particular, the captain, and, oh, yes! the flight atten-
dant. Mr. Hot-under-the-collar jabbed his call button.

Just then the captain’s voice broke in over the inter-
com. “Sorry for the wait, folks. We're holding for
some passengers from a delayed flight that is just get-
ting in. We’ll only be a few more minutes.”

“Why didn’t they have the decency to wait for us
when we were delayed?” asked Mr. Red-in-the-face to
no one in particular. “Say, Miss, Miss! It certainly
would have been appreciated if someone had just. . . ”

You don’t want to hear anymore, do you? I certainly
didn’t. But the fellow saw fit, all the way home, to
share with us the meagre dimensions of his inner man.
Oh, how small is a person wrapped up in himself.

Paul believed that thanksgiving was thanksliving.
Here are some of his keys to learning the grace of grati-
tude in a world where he said the human race would be
increasingly unthankful and unholy (2 Tim. 3:2):

1. Thanksgiving is not optional; it is essentially the
will of God for you (1 Thess. 5:18).

2. Thanksgiving is an important ingredient in prayer
(Phil. 4:6). Prayers can tend to be negative—we are al-
ways praying about problems and needs. Be sure to add
a good dose of gratitude to sweeten your prayer life.

3. Thanksgiving is the antidote to loose talk (Eph.
5:4). It certainly would have eased things on the plane!

4. Thanksgiving is the fruit of appreciating “the
faith™—all God has given me in Christ (Col. 2:7). Want
to be thankful? Then learn to be thoughtful—about ev-
erything that you have to be grateful for. If necessary,
with all your other lists, keep a “thank list.”

Incidents like these that meet us on life’s road are
golden opportunities for showing our heavenly citizen-
ship. God’s country is filled with thanksgiving.
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PRAYING AND FORGIVING

“When ye pray say . . . forgive us our sins for we also
forgive every ane that is indebted to us” (Lk. 11: 2-4).

F, LIKE ME, you are conscious of sins
against God that need to be forgiven, you
will pass through considerable exercise of
heart before you actually say the words the
Lord Jesus said you should say when you pray. It is
difficult to deliberately lie to God. Can you say, “Lord,
I have forgiven every one that is indebted to me, so
now, Lord, forgive me”? This is what you should say.
This is practically what your Lord says you are to say.
“Everyone,” not some, but all. Have you forgiven
every one that is indebted to you? It is easier to forgive
some than it is to forgive others. Those, for instance,

who are indebted to you because they owe you an apol-
ogy and have never paid. Have you forgiven all these?

If you think this is easy, just try it once. Call up to
your mind, one by one, all those persons whose memo-
ry 1s so distasteful to you, and say to God your Father
in heaven, who knows all things, “I have forgiven
every one that is indebted to me; now, O Father, for-
give me.”

The words of Matthew 6 cut deeper still. “As we
forgive our debtors.” This means: Forgive me in the
same way that I forgive others. A Christian said, “Yes,
I will forgive her, but I don’t want to have anything
more to do with her.”

“My dear girl,” rejoined her f{riend, “is that the way
you want your Father to forgive you?”

Another said, “T will forgive, but I cannot forget.”
This remark is usually a justification of a malicious
memory. Memory brings the bitter thing again and
again to feed it to malice. It is like a serpent in the soul
until nothing but poison exists in the heart when the
hated person is spoken of. This is forgiving and not for-
getting, It 1s feeding like the vultures on the dead car-
cass till even the breath of prayer smells of the putrid
thing.

No, you are to pray to your Father in heaven to for-
give you in the very same way that you forgive others.
The standard of your forgiving is not the standard of

God’s forgiveness. God as God has forgiven you fully,
finally, and forever. This should be the standard of
your forgiving others. “Be ye kind one to another, ten-
derhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” But the measure and
the manner of your forgiving others is the measure and
the manner of your heavenly Father forgiving you. “If
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt. 6:15; see also Mt.
18:35).

Let us face this solemn matter faithfully in the pres-
ence of God. Here lies the cause of much of our weak-
ness. Here is the explanation of so much of our heavi-
ness of heart over unanswered prayer. We have lost the
consciousness of a Father’s interest in us. There is not
even the deep desire to pray. The whole prayer life is
disorganized and barren.
The real trouble is “mal-
ice and guile and
hypocrisy and envy and
evil speaking,” a whole
brood of Amalekites
and Midianites robbing
the threshing floors.
While these pests live in
the garden of the soul,
all fruit of the Spirit will
wither and die.

Pray, and when you
pray say the words the
Lord told you to say.
Tell the Lord you can-
not say it. He will help
you to make it true.
When you can truthfully
say the words He told
you to say, then again
you will be able to pray
with the consciousness
that your Father is lis-
tening. Then He will
grant the petitions you
desired of Him.
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NORTH AMERICA
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CONFERENCE CHANGE

The date for the 1993 Annual
Open House and Banquet at the
Yonkers Gospel Mission Home, has
been changed. The new date will be
October 30. Contact:

Yonkers Gospel Mission Home

P.O. Box 1491

Yonkers, NY 10702-1491

MISSION—ARIZONA

Tucson Bible Chapel (Tucson,
AZ), will be holding their Annual
Missions Conference on November
5-7, 1993, Speakers expected in-
clude, JI. B, Nicholson (MI) and Al-
bert Gray (Ireland). Contact:

Jim Yencarelli

2324 N. Norton Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85719

(602) 795-3194

TEXAS CONFERENCE

CMML will be hosting a confer-
ence in Duncanville, TX. Steve
Hulshizer and Dr. James Naismith
are the scheduled speakers. The
conference will be held on Satur-
day, November 6, from 10:00 AM.
to 4:00 PM. Conference location:

Wheatland Bible Chapel

1303 West Wheatland Road

Duncanville, TX

THE SPIRIT AT WORK

The believers at Oakwood Bible
Chapel (Windsor, ON) invite the
Lord’s people to a conference in
their assembly on November 7-11,
1993. The speaker, Lord willing,
will be Lehman Strauss. The topic
for the conference: “The Person and
Work of the Holy Spinit.”

For more information, contact:
Oakwood Bible Chapel

2514 Cabana Road

Windsor, ON N9G 1E5

NORTHEAST LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

Prospect Bible Chapel (Hartford,
CT), will be hosting the Northeast
Leadership Conference on Novem-
ber 9, 1993. Elders, commended
workers, and others interested in the
Lord’s work are invited to attend.

Don Dunkerton

112 Cranford Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1373

CMML FALL CONFERENCE

At 10:00 AM. on Saturday,
November 20, 1993, Christian Mis-
sions in Many Lands, Inc., will be
hosting their Annual Fall Confer-
ence at Wall High School in Wall
Township, New Jersey. This is al-
ways an encouraging and refreshing
time for the Lord’s people. The
theme for this year’s conference is,
What Manner of Persons Ought Ye
to Be—2 Peter 3:11.

TAVISTOCK CONFERENCE
The next Tavistock Area Confer-
ence on Bib-

tario. Dr. Boushra Mikhael (ON)
and Steve Hulshizer (PA) will be
the speakers. Contact:

Paul Booker

4 Eldale Road

Elmira, ON N3B 2C8

(519) 669-8362

COMMENDATION

The believers at the Sixteenth
Avenue Gospel Chapel in Vancou-
ver, BC, have commended Mr. &
Mrs. Samuel Cardy to the work of
the Lord in Crescent City, CA.

Mr. Cardy is involved in a tele-
vision ministry in Crescent City,
and group studies seeking to reach
out to the needy of that area.

In September, Mr. Cardy in-
formed Uplook of a new assembly
that has been established in Cres-
cent City. The believers are meeting
in the Fishermens Wives Hall, Citi-
zen Dock Road, Crescent City, CA.

For more information:

Mr. Samuel Cardy

(707) 464-1370

CHARTING YOUR COURSE

A 4-color chart depicting “The
Two Roads and Two Destinies,” is
available from Richard Desrosiers
at the Gospel Hall in Moncton, NB.

lical Church
Principles
will be held
on Saturday,
November
20, just out-
side Tavis-
tock in south

TWO T]%gTINIES
western On-

WHO IS WISE, AND HE SHALL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS  HOSFA 128
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The chart is available in two sizes, 7
1" x 13 7/¢" and 4 feet by 8 feet.
The charts are available in French
or English.
For more information, contact:
Richard Desrosiers
¢/o 195 Mountain Road
Moncton, NB E1C 212

OTHER FIELDS

The saints at the Rideauview
Bible Chapel (Ottawa, ON) have
commended brother Michael to the
grace of God and the work of the
Lord in other areas.

Our brother will be working with
the assemblies of God’s people in
the spreading of the gospel and a
teaching ministry in those lands.

Let us remember these and many
others, who are engaged in the work
of the Lord in sensitive areas, up-
holding them in prayer before the
throne of grace.

COMING HOME

Gerald and Betty Wunsch, pio-
neer missionaries to New Guinea,
have returned to the US and are
now making their home in one of
the Rest Haven Homes apartments:

679 Rehoboth, N.E.

Grand Rapids, MI 49505

cutting a road through to the coast,
and the teaching of the nationals to
use a wheelbarrow—how it ended
in the four men carrying it loaded
with whatever. Also Gerald was a
beekeeper and set up bee hives and
taught beckeeping—which eventu-
ally became one of the main exports
of New Guinea.

Along with these experiences,
after many years of faithfully pro-
claiming the Good News of the
gospel and settling fights between
hostile tribes, the light started shin-
ing into the darkened hearts—even
cannibals, and the first convert
brought great rejoicing not only to
the Wunsches but to many who
were praying for the work. There
are now hundreds of Christians in
that area and a strong witness to the
regenerating power of Christ.

But in these latter days, the
enemy has come in like a flood and
violence is sweeping through New
Guinea as well. The Wunsch’s say
that the Christians in New Guinea
have come to the realization that
their safety is entirely of the Lord.

Such conditions should move us
to pray one for another worldwide
as we see the evil spreading every-

(616) 361-9247

Leaving New Guinea after
forty-two years of devoted ser-
vice was a traumatic experience.
They were considered by many of
the believers there as Grandpar-
ents and were called such not
only by the believers but by sev-
eral of the nationals and govern-
ment officials.

This can be understood as one
recalls Gerald’s thrilling stories
related during his furloughs—
about building the first airstrip in
the jungles of New Guinea; about

where, and as we also see the ban-
ner of the Lord being raised against
it with His Word circulating far and
wide. What a responsibility is ours
to redeem the time while we await
the return of the Lord of the harvest.

Our brother and sister arrived in
Grand Rapids at 4:00 A.M., August
1993, broken in health but not in
spirit. Betty was exhausted! And
Gerald arrived via van from Chica-
go directly to Butterworth Hospital
in Grand Rapids. Having spent a
considerable amount of time in the
hospital, he was released to be able
to go to his home at the Rest Haven
Home apartments, where his wife
Betty was waiting for him. Gerald’s
condition of cellulitis and blood clot
in the leg was serious, but the Lord
undertook and brought them
through their difficulties,

As of this date, Gerald is still
under doctor’s orders to keep off his
feet while recuperating.

Pray for the Wunsches as they
make adjustments to living in the
United States.

CASSETTE MINISTRY &
CUBAN RELIEF
A call recently went out from
Audio-Lit Ministries, for used cas-
settes to increase production of
the recordings that are sent free of
charge to Christian workers who
will use them in house-to-house
visitation, hospital, and jail work.
If you have old cassettes lying
around the house and would like
to see them put to productive use
for the Lord, send them to:
Audio-Lit Ministries
P.O. Box 371
Lombard, I, 60148-0371
Mariano Gonzalez, of Audio-
Lit Ministries, shared the follow-
ing letter from a recipient of their
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audio tapes in Cuba.

“This is the first time I have re-
ceived something from the U.S. I
was scared at first, but when I
opened the package I became aware
of what it was all about.

“T will be talking to a friend who
charges fifteen pesos to copy cas-
settes. I will distribute seven copies
to churches here. Right now I am
suffering since my apartment was
hit seriously by the hurricane, and

we almost lost everything. We are
in urgent need of vitamins A, B, C,
D, E, aspirins, and skin lotion to al-
leviate skin intoxication. It is horri-
ble around here.

“Many countries have been help-
ing, but to be frank with you, I have
not seen any of that. We do not con-
sume cheese, butter, yogurt, steak,
chicken or any other kind of meat,
chocolate and candy. I have not
eaten chocolate in years. Everything

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE ALLYNS

Dear friends in Christ,

I feel it’s time to give you dear saints a big thank you for all of
your prayers, letters of encouragement and of comfort. I have to
admit 1 feel so unworthy of such love and concern. Fach card and
letter brings many tears of joy and sorrow. We are so overwhelmed
with the support we have received from so many chapels and the
many individuals. The Christian family is very layge even though
mary of us feel there are saﬂ(ew of us.

The’ children and 1 feel a great void in our family. Tim was a
good zncaum‘ge;for us as the head of our fiome. The last few
montfis we have been Keeping busy with a couple of weeks at Cam
Aush-Bik-Koong, trazie[i}rjxg and visiting family mainly Tim'’s sifz
and just basically Keeping active. We have our struggles and the
nights seem to EZ the worst time especially for me, but things are
getting much better. The children miss daddy’s cuddles and when
they are tired or distant, they often cry and want fim. I would real-
ly appreciate your prayers for wisdom to deal with each struggle my
cﬁi&fen have and will have. As the head of my family now, I'll
neei‘ all your prayers in training my children to love and serve the
Lord.

I am so thankful for the Christian family and friends God has
blessed me with. My friend Betty has been a real source of encour-
agefr}zent genar comfort to me through these past months, and I thank
God for fer.

O{r immediate plans will be to stay here in the Spanisfi/Massey
area and continue working with the various children programs, and
Lord willing be of some better felp Efor Aush-Bik-Koong 1994. 1
Know that I will have to Keep very busy and that’s what I plan to
do. My desire is to Keep busy for the Lord till He comes. To Keep
Keeping on, is what Tim would say.

Thanks again to all of you so very much. God bless you and Keep

oL,
4 With much love,
Marlene Allyn and the children

FRONT LINES

here is expensive.

“People bathe with all kinds of
things—except soap. There is none.
I have bathed with liquid Fab, with
toothpaste and many other things.”

Audio-Lit Ministries is preparing
to take relief items to the saints in
Cuba. You can have a part in this
project by praying, giving, or plan-
ning to join the distribution team
that will travel to Cuba. All money
contributions are tax deductible for
which Audio-Lit will issue a receipt.
Checks are to be written to Audio-
Lit Ministries, and please specify on
the memo portion of your check
“Cuban relief fund.”

NEWS FROM ...

Leroy Junker from Cosmopolis,
WA writes, “We have been encour-
aged this year with the baptism of
four Christians. The attendance is in
an upswing and we are trusting that
the Lord will continue to bless us.
The area has very high unemploy-
ment due to the government poli-
cies on timber.”

KEEPING IT SIMPLE

The need for easy-to-understand
Bible commentaries and discipling
tools is evident in most parts of the
world. Tt is with the awareness of
this need that Everyday Publica-
tions (Scarborough, ON) has been
translating Christ-honoring books
into various languages since 1964,

While the main goal is the mis-
sion field, many homeland workers
have found Everyday English books
useful for prison ministry, also for
new citizens and young Christians.

For a catalog, write:

Everyday Publications, Inc.

421 Nugget Avenue, Unit 2

Scarborough, ON M1S 4L8

(416) 291-9411
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HE 1S FAITHFUL

The Faithfulness of God 1s a
book about The Pittsboro Christian
Home which was incorporated in
1952 to provide for the physical and
spiritual needs of dependent and ne-
glected children. It was also estab-
lished to be a testimony to the faith-
fulness of God. In 1982, this work

was changed to a community for
the care of adult Christians.

If you would like to receive a
copy or would like more informa-
tion about the Pittsboro Christian
Home, contact:

Eugene Hollingsworth

3412 Wentworth Place

Augusta, GA 30906-5051

WITH THE LORD

Michael Brian Barlett (30) was
immediately ushered into the pres-
ence of the Lord on September 15,
1993, as the result of a tragic acci-
dent. After returning from visitation
with some of the saints from his as-
sembly, he decided to run an errand
for his family when a tractor-trailer
truck ran a red light hitting his car.

Michael, along with his wife
Robin, have served the Lord in vari-
ous assembly-sponsored schools in
Man O’ War Cay, Bahamas; Sun-

rise Chapel, Wichita, Kansas; and
Country Bible Chapel, Salamanca,
New York.

Michael, Robin, and their three
children, Sarah—age 6, Maggie—
age 4, and Michael Jr.—age 7
months, recently moved back to
Blasdell, New York and their home
assembly.

Although Michael made a pro-
fession of salvation at a young age,
it was not until he was a junior in
college when he gave his life over
to the Lord. Since that time, the
Lord was evident in his life.
Michael was a man of the Word,
spending much time in personal
study and Bible memorization. He
enjoyed gathering with the Lord’s
people and especially at the Lord’s
Supper. He was active in the assem-
bly with speaking and visitation. He
also enjoyed serving the Lord in
various positions at Camp Li-Lo-Li.

Your prayerful support for his
family, especially for his dear wife
and young children is appreciated.

MEETING AT RIO GRANDE?

Brother Glenn Tompkins (Grace
Chapel, Jamestown, NY) winters in
a RV park in Hidalgo, TX. He holds
gospel meetings in the park each
year, but would like to meet believ-
ers interested in establishing a New
Testament assembly in the Rio
Grande Valley. If you would like
more information, contact:

Glenn Tompkins

(from November-March)

(210) 843-2038

FRUIT FOR THE LABOR

The assembly at Tenth Avenue
Bible Chapel, Burnaby, BC, has
been seeing encouraging results in
their resumption of weekly chil-
dren’s meetings this Fall. Atten-

P P T T T

dance is up sharply. Most children
attending are from homes where the
gospel is not known. The assembly
senses a real opportunity to reach
the adults through the children’s
work. A special gospel campaign
was scheduled for October 17, with
nightly meetings for two weeks
thereafter. The speaker, Doug
Kazen, (WA), presented the gospel
in plain, yet powerful words. Pray
that the assembly might be encour-
aged in the work of the Lord.

TIME TO THINK

Randy Amos, a full-time worker
in the Rochester, NY, area, is pub-
lishing a newsletter entitled,
“Chronos.” Chronos is the Greek
word for time in the Bible.

The purpose of the newsletter is
to cause people to think, to look
into God’s Word and see how He
views things, discover truth, and be-
lieve and follow Him.

If you would like to receive your
copy, or be placed on the mailing
list, contact:

Chronos

Box 331

Henrietta, NY 14467-0331

Local Man Presses  Clergyman reporis on Strong Religious
Toward Victory in  (our of Asian churches Protest Against
t

)

Springs in the Sea?
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