


EDITORIAL

J. B. Nicholson, Jr.

Thank the
F L o1
Lord for the

Helen

Neufield's of

the world,
whoever (and
wherever)
.//_1{‘_;' are,
There are
scores of
needy souls
like Vicki out
there who
need a word
from heaven
thro .i.l;(/'; such
agents of His

arace
(:\f.nl s

Agenis Everywhere

” t was a pristine autumn day re-
sl contly as our plane winged its
SN oy up the California coast.
The woman beside me, in her early fifties I
judged, was friendly, and told me about the
sights far below. But as we crossed the Ore-
gon border, cloud cover blocked our view
and the conversation turned to other matters.
I learned Vicki was a Canadian nurse who
had moved to San Francisco from New West-
minster, BC, because, as she said, “It's hard to
have a good time in a town where the bars
close at midnight.” California offered the
good life.
Now, however, she was divorced. The

, three young women who had made the pil-

grimage with her to Fun City had scattered.
The sense of community had evaporated in
the suburb where she lived and she was
thinking of moving further from the city. She
reminisced about a simpler time when people
cared about each other, when they had time
to sit on the porch and contemplate. “There’s
nothing more Zen than that,” she observed.

She asked me what I did. I explained that I
teach people how to study the world’s all-
time best seller for themselves. Had she any
contact with the Bible, ] wondered.

“I suppose I'm a Heinz 57 variety of Chris-
tian,” said Vicki. “I was sent to whatever
church was on the corner—mostly to give my
mother a break on Sunday morning.”

Did she remember any of the Bible lessons
she had been taught, I inquired.

“Not really, but....” There was a long si-
lence. A faraway, wistful look swept across
her face. Then, “Helen, Helen Neufield! 1
haven’t thought of that name in forty years!
Why would I think of that now?” she asked
no one in particular.

“Who is Helen Neufield?” I queried.

“A woman, a girl in her twenties, I guess,
who lived in our neighborhood. She had her
hair pulled back from her face...she was so
kind to us. I remember..."”

She wasn’t on the plane anymore. She was
back before the divorce, before the bars, be-
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fore Zen, before the broken dreams and
aching heart. She was a little girl again.

“I remember,” she continued, “you had to
go through a, like a rain forest to get to their
house. Then you stepped out into an open
field—a field with wild strawberries. There
was a little house at the back of their yard,
like a playhouse. Helen would gather us in
there...and teach us the Bible. She gave us
dimes if we memorized verses.” Silence. “It
sure would be nice to see Helen again...” Her
voice trailed off.

I asked her if she remembered any of the
verses she had learned as a child.

“I was a long time ago,” she explained.

Could I guess some of them? Yes, she re-
sponded. I quoted John 3:16. She smiled in re-
membrance. John 1:10-11. Romans 3:23, 6:23;
10:9. I explained the gospel simply, as I
thought Helen might have done. Occasionally
she nodded her encouragement to carry on.

When I finished, she sat quietly for a few
minutes, then again interjected, “Helen! Why
would I think of her after all these years?”
Why indeed. Hidden away in her heart,
under years of neglect, of sin and failed at-
tempts to be happy, there was the incorrupt-
ible seed, alive, waiting to germinate. Planted
there by a long-forgotten agent of the King.

He has His agents everywhere. Some see
the CIA behind every tree (or Jesuits, or the
CFR, or New Agers, or whatever flavor-of-
the-month conspiracy you choose). They may
be right—the Enemy sows tares across the
fields of the world. But our God will triumph.

Paul preached the gospel to the Jewish
High Court, to Felix and Festus, to Agrippa,
and to Nero in Rome, He led some of Caesar’s
household to Christ. Manaen, his fellow-
worker, was Herod’s foster brother. Erastus,
treasurer of Corinth, worked with Paul. But
the same verse (Rom. 16:23) also mentions
Quartus (Slave #4)! In every strata, on the
highways and byways, to the down-and-out-
ers and the up-and-outers, the Lord has His
people strategically placed to share heaven’s
Good News. Who will you meet today? @
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NORTH AMERICA

For Prayer &-Praise

B oni Lines

GIVING THANKS

Park of the Palms in Keystone
Heights, FL expects brother Bill
Gustafson (GA) to speak at their
Thanksgiving conference sched-
uled for Nov. 28-Dec. 1, 1996.

LAWRENCE CONFERENCE

The Christians at Lawrence
Bible Chapel (505 Monterey
Way) will host a weekend confer-
ence December 7-8, 1996. Meet-
ings are scheduled to begin at
2:00 r.M. on Saturday and at 9:00
A.M. on Sunday. The expected
speaker is Jim McKendrick (MI).
For details or information regard-
ing lodging, please call:

John Scollon

(913) 841-5271

FEASTS OF JEHOVAH STUDY
The believers at Parkside Bible
Chapel (Everett, WA) would like
to invite you to the final session
in a series of thought-provoking,
informal studies on the Feasts of
Jehovah led by Doug Kazen. The
meeting is scheduled for Decem-
ber 17 at 7 pMm.
A New Year conference is
scheduled to take place at Park of
the Palms (FL) on Dec. 29-31 with
Fred Kosin as the guest speaker.
Mr. Kosin actively visits CMML
missionaries on the field as an
encourager and Bible teacher.

XUISE AND CONFERENC

An Alaska land tour and in-
side passage cruise and confer-
ence is planned for June 5-16,
1997. Join other assembly believ-
ers for a special twelve-day
deluxe tour and cruise package

to Alaska. View such sights as
College Fjord and spectacular
Glacier Bay. Along with the
many activities and comfortable
accommodations, you will meet
as a group each day to enjoy
ministry from Tom Taylor (PA).
Port stops are planned for Skag-
way, Juneau, and Ketchikan.

Reservations are limited. Dis-
counted fares will be applied to
those registered by February 7,
1997. For more information:

Mark Kolchin

P. O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

LOOKING FOR FELLOWSHIP?

More than a thousand Chris-
tians gathered in Lexington, KY,
last year for a time of spiritual
feasting and fellowship. Another
North American conference
sponsored by Uplook Ministries is
already being planned for Dec.
30, 1997 - Jan. 2, 1998 D.V. at the
Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, ML

Keep these dates in mind this
holiday season as you make
plans for next year,

Some of the speakers expected
are: David Gooding, Wm. Mac-

i announcement m two lssues prmr to the even, .
 the same month as the event. (Photos accepted. ] |
For example, information about a conference sched-
March 1997 should be received by our ofﬁce no

t'uled i

Box 2041

x: (616) 456-5522

-Ma11 gospelfoh@aol.com

rand Raplds MI 49501

——
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Faint Not (Gal. 6:9)

Donald, John Lennox, J. Boyd
Nicholson, and Willie Burnett.

CONFERENCE PLANNING
The Christian Missionary Ser-
vice for the San Francisco Bay
Area assemblies is planning their
conference for next year (Nov. 2,
1997) at Fairhaven Bible Chapel,
San Leandro, CA. They will focus
on unreached people (Muslims,
Tribals, Hindu, Chinese/Bud-
dhist). If you know of speakers
qualified to speak on these un-
reached peoples or would like
more information, please contact:
Dennis McGee
Box 525, Hayward, CA 94543
Phone: (510) 538-9646
Fax: (510) 727-1433
dennis_mcgee@fairhaven,
ccmail.compuserve.com

PRAY FOR IRELAND

David and Barbara Long
write that on the way home from
visiting an assembly in Wicklow,
Ireland, they passed by the town
of Lisburn (just south of Belfast).
A very short time after passing
through, there was an enormous
explosion from two large IRA
car-bombs in the large central
military barracks which left more
than thirty people in hospital,
though there was only one fatali-
ty. The fear is that this will trig-
ger a retaliation from the Union-
ists (those who wish to remain
British) and put Northern Ireland
back in the terrorist war.

COMMENDATIONS
Larry and Phyllis Deeds

The elders and saints gathered
in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ at Riverview Chapel, Hin-
ton, WV, commend Larry Deeds
to full time ministry.

Fret Not (Ps. 37:1)

Forget Not (Ps. 103:2)

Larry is gifted in preaching
and teaching the Word and in

children and youth ministries.-

He has served as an elder and in
many other capacities in this
local testimony.

Larry and his wife Phyllis
have answered the Lord’s call to
this ministry and will be moving
to Conway, SC.

Tim and Erika Blessman

The believers gathered at Oc-
toraro Bible Chapel (Oxford, PA)
lovingly commend Tim and
Erika Blessman (Becky 5, Josh 3,
Rachael 7 mos.) to the work and
care of our Lord. They have been
in happy fellowship and very ac-
tive in gospel work in the assem-
bly.

The saints commend them to
His work at Bethel Campground
in Woolwine, VA.

Please pray for the Lord’s di-
rection and help in their lives as
they work in the gospel there.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Guelph Campgrounds
Interested in camp work?
Guelph Conference Grounds re-
quires a full-time Manager/Team
leader to oversee all aspects of
the work. Information and job
description available on request:
J. F. Stewart
3406 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W.
R. R #2, Oakville, ON L6] 473

WITH THE LORD
Donald Saunders

The Christians at Hollywood
Bible Chapel were greatly sad-
dened by the homecall of brother
Donald Saunders on September
15, at the the age of 72. Next to
his family’s spiritual welfare, the
spiritual welfare of those who

fellowshipped at Hollywood
Bible Chapel was brother Saun-
der’s greatest concern and inter-
est. He was an elder’s elder.

As a boy growing up in Green
Turtle Cay, Bahamas, Donald
learned to work hard at whatever
he did and throughout life he ex-
hibited that trait. Having been a
successful businessman in Nas-
sau, in “early retirement” he took
up the higher vocation of a shep-
herd, and it will be for his gentle
tending of the flock that he will
be remembered by so many.

During a tent crusade with Bill
Patterson in Nassau in 1954,
Donald accepted the promise of
that night's text, John 1:12, and
never looked back at the life he
left behind. His keen mind, disci-
plined life, and new-found com-
mitment meant that he quickly
became a student of the Word
and a leader at Shirley Heights
Gospel Chapel in Nassau.

In 1973, the Saunders family
moved to Hollywood, FL, and
began fellowshipping at Holly-
wood Bible Chapel where for 23
years Donald served as a godly
elder, apt Bible teacher, able
preacher, wise counselor, and
good friend. While we know God
is able to raise up leaders in his
place, our prayer is that they
might be as faithful and commit-
ted to the Lord’s work at the
local assembly as Donald Saun-
ders was.

FURLOUGH ADDRESS

Please note the following
change of address of Ron and
Robin Hampton (Ireland):

206 Larchdale Cres.

Winnipeg, MB R2G 0A4

(204) 338-2591

u
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THE WORLD

Needed: Intercessors

hat’s Going On?

SLAUGHTER IN COLOMBIA

Ninety-six people died in
Colombia‘s worst rebel offensive
in decades. Among the dead in
the series of attacks were sol-
diers, guerrillas, police officers,
and civilians, including the
mayor of Susa. The violence
came after the government
cracked down on farmers who
grow cocoa.

New Tribes reminds us to con-
tinue to pray. for Dave, Mark and
Rick who are still being held
hostage by Colombian guerrillas.

NEED FOR PROTECTION

The Flemings (Colombia) re-
quest prayer for Juan Carlos, a
man in their assembly. He was
called by the church of Satan
with the threat that if he does not
renounce Christ and return, he
and the man who is discipling
him and another woman from
the assembly will be murdered.
Pray for their protection and
other Christians who are in-
volved in the situation.

BIBLE LESSONS IN SCHOOLS

Lois Logan (Zambia) has been
enjoying the blessing of visiting
six schools in the area where sev-
eral classes at each school crowd
into a large classroom to hear the
weekly Bible lesson.

WHAT’S A HOUSE CHURCH?
After nine months of briefing
by the State Department, the new
ambassador to China never
heard about the persecution of
house church leaders. Jim Sasser,
former U. S. Senator from Ten-
nessee, learned about diplomacy,
trade, persecution of Buddhists
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in Tibet, and even violation of
women's rights.

On the evening of his depar-
ture, he was stumped by a
human rights delegation’s re-
quest to talk about the house
church movement.

Sasser asked, “What's a house
church?”

China’s house church move-
ment is perhaps the largest in the
world with estimates of between
80 and 100 million Christians.

MORE ON CHINA...

The international pro-life
group, Human Life International,
released photos and other evi-
dence further documenting the
deliberate starvation and neglect
of children in Chinese orphan-
ages. These orphanages seem to
be an extension of China’s popu-
lation control program which re-
stricts the number of children a
family can have.

This recent evidence supports
the report from earlier this year
which uncovered an official poli-
cy known as “summary resolu-
tion” under which thousands of
children in Chinese orphanages
die each year.

Under the policy, children are
singled out for starvation to keep
the arphanage population stable.

“Oh, Lord, how long...?”

ANTI-CHRISTIAN IN NEPAL?

Three Christians in Trisuli,
Nepal were arrested, beaten by
the police, and released some
four days later. Two were or-
dered to leave the district north
of Kathmandu, a punishment not
allowed by the law. Later police
confiscated all of the Bibles, hym-

nals, literature and musical in-
struments from the local church.
Two foreigners were also de-
tained for a day and had their lit-
erature confiscated. Sources say
their actions were ordered by
high police officials.

LIFE'S WORK ENDED

Gerhard Bode, a missionary to
Senegal who was commended
from the Southside assembly in
Colorado Springs, CO, in 1976
passed away in his sleep in Col-
orado on October 2. Please pray
for heavenly comfort for his wife
Herma and their four young
adult children.

FOUNDATION FRAUD

The founder of the now-
bankrupt Foundation for New
Era Philanthropy was charged
September 27 with defrauding
hundreds of ministries, charities
and other non-profits in what is
described as the largest charity
fraud case in history. ‘

John G. Bennett faces 82 fraud
counts in an alleged pyramid
scheme that snookered a wide
range of groups but primarily af-
fected evangelical organizations.

The foundation made a name
for itself by promising non-prof-
its that if they would simply de-
posit funds with the foundation
for six months, they would get
double their money back through
the generosity of a group of
anonymous philanthropists. Ac-
cording to the indictment, the
anonymous benefactors never ex-
isted, and New Era was a fraud
right from its start in 1989.

Prior to the group’s sudden
collapse last year, many non-


















































































