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The Tongue

ur speech reveals to our listeners what is on
the canvas of our hearts. Once in a while, we
need to stop and review what our conversa-
tion has been like over the last few weeks. Do
our consciences condemn us? Do the things that
bubble up from our hearts honor the Lord Jesus?

A world of unrighteousness

The tongue is a small but powerful member of
the body (Jas. 3:5) that provides many opportuni-
ties to sin. “When words are many, transgression

is not lacking” (Prov. 10:19). With it, we boast

of our pleasures, possessions, and prominence,
attempting to exalt ourselves. This comes out of
a heart that is proud (Ps. 101:5) and ignorant of
the worth and superiority of Christ. Paul had the right
attitude: “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the
sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because

of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord”
(Php. 3:8-9).

The tongue is responsible for much sin. Gossip is a
spark that can spread like wildfire, injuring someone’s
testimony. Slander is an axe that cuts people down.

A sharp tongue and a critical spirit can stunt a young
believer’s growth. James warns against the hypocrisy
of an evil tongue in a believer: “With it we bless our Lord
and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in
the likeness of God” (Jas. 3:9). If these things are found in
the believer’s mouth, they spring from a foolish (Prov.
10:18) and dry heart (Ps. 15:3).

So what is the key to having pure speech? Having a
pure heart. But how can we achieve that?

Come to the water

Our hearts will always be full of something. So we need
to be planted by the streams of living water, not by

the cesspool of pride and self-interest. This world is a
wilderness. Will our words lift up the staggering heart?
Will they give water to the thirsty soul? Will they nour-
ish the seeking stranger?

: L,;_ RESH INK Young Writers’ Corner

for out of the
abundance of
the heart, the
mouth speaks” (mt. 13:34)

We often refer to ourselves as “just sinners saved by
grace.” While this is true, it is not the whole story. We
stand as royal priests before the King of kings (1 Pet.
2:9)! We are the children of God (Gal. 3:26)! We are the
chosen representatives of heaven on the earth (2 Cor.
5:20)! As such, we must be sober and guard our lips
(Prov. 13:3). When we do speak, we need to do it in a
way that builds up, fits the occasion, and gives grace to
those who hear (Eph. 4:29).

Self check

In Matthew 25, the Lord Jesus speaks of how He will
reward the righteous when He comes to set up His king-
dom. “For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you
visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me..As you did
it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me”
(vv.35-36, 40).

Do we realize that Jesus takes personally how we
treat our brothers and sisters? If we slander them, we
slander the Saviour. If we curse them, we curse the Man
that was nailed to a cross. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another” (1 Jn. 4:11). Oh, that the
Lord would fill our hearts with His love that it might be
revealed in our words! €9 —MITCHELL JAY

4 UPLOOK /SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2010



.RONT I.INES Pray around the world; praise around the clock

International Plowing Match

Christians were there again, sowing a more lasting kind of seed.

ally throughout Ontario. In some areas, it has drawn crowds of over 120,000
people. This year, the match ran from September 21-25 in the area of Elgin and
St. Thomas (between Windsor and Hamilton), and over 80,000 people attended.

The International Plowing Match is a large farming and cultural event held annu-

The IPM at New Liskeard, Ontario

It covered close to 1,000 acres of land, with much foot traffic inside the “tented cities.” A display consisting of two
Cross Canada Cruisers’ 1950s cars and another classic car was there to attract interest. More than 6,500 packets of
CDs and gospel texts were distributed, and many good conversations about spiritual things occurred. A number of
other evangelical efforts also had displays. Please continue to pray for a good response. See more about this event at
the IPM web site: www.ipm2010.com or visit www.bit.ly/ipm2009 to read an encouraging report from the 2009 plowing
match that took place near New Liskeard, Ontario. Another IPM is being planned for fall 2011 in the counties of
Prescott and Russell, east of Ottawa, Ontario. More information on that can be found at: www.ipm2011.net

CT FALL CONFERENCE

The annual Bible Conference at Well-
spring Bible Fellowship, Welles Road,
Old Mystic, CT will be held Oct 22-24
with Randy Amos (NY) as the expect-
ed speaker. The conference begins
Friday at 7:30 pM and continues with 4
sessions on Saturday. Lunch provided.
Brother Randy will also speak Sunday
morning. Contact: John Clifford

ph: 860-445-0622

email: clifford j@att.net

KANSAS CITY AREA CONFERENCE

The believers at the Bible Chapel of
Shawnee, KS invite you to their Fall
Bible Conference planned to be held
Oct 22-24. In the will of the Lord,
Chris Schroeder (MI) will share

from 1 Peter. Friday will be ministry
and fellowship beginning at 7:00 pm
for high school and college & career.
Meetings begin Saturday at 1:00 pm,
with dinner served at 5:00. Over-
night accommodations and nursery
care will be available. Contact:
Danny Chavez ph: 913-599-1358
email: djchavezl@sbcglobal.net

web: www.shawneebiblechapel.org

FALL FAMILY CONFERENCE IN GEORGIA
Camp Hope will hold their conference
Oct 29-31. Scott DeGroff (KS) will
minister God’s Word to the adults
and Nate Thomas (SC) will speak to
the children. The conference begins
Friday at 6:00 pm and ends Sunday
with lunch. There will not be a set

charge or suggested offering. Many
young families would not be able to
meet the expenses, but the Lord often
moves in the hearts of some to give to
supply the needs of others.
Registration: www.camphopega.org
Contact: Steve Roys, ph: 770-536-4787
email: camphopega@arilion.com

MEN’S RETREAT IN IOWA

The 2010 Iowa-Nebraska Annual
Men’s Retreat will be held Nov 5-6 at
Willowbrook Bible Camp, 4375 NE
38th St., Des Moines, IA. Steve Witter
of Emmaus Bible College will speak
on the topic of Prayer. The retreat
begins Friday night with supper at
7:00 and ends Saturday afternoon.
The cost is $40. per person for meals

REDEMPTION HYMNS This new hymn book has over 700 songs - both old and new - especially chosen

for their highly biblical truth-content. Songs from the great hymn books of the
past and a selection of newer truth-filled songs are included. Available in either
words only or words with music editions, Redemption Hymns is published by
Emmaus Bible Correspondence School, New Zealand. For more information or
to order, visit www.redhymns.com Emmaus, PO Box 56018, Tawa, Wellington, NZ.
For North American orders, contact Gospel Folio Press. www.gospelfolio.com
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and lodging at Willowbrook
Contact: Tom Baird ph: 515
email: tomyrna57@aol.com

email: mjeells@yahoo.com

Malcolm X Blvd., Brooklyn,
is Emmitt Corneilus (PA).
Contact: Jim McCall

ph: 718-994-1318
e-mail: Jimannabel@aol.com

CONFERENCE IN MACON, GA

or Mike Eells ph: 712-243-2439

METROPOLITAN MISSIONARY CONF.
Good Tidings Gospel Chapel, 345

1775 Bussing Ave., Bronx, NY 10466

The Fall Conference at Three Oaks
Bible Chapel, 3350 Avondale Mill
Rd., Macon, GA will be held Sat-
urday, Nov 6 from 10:00 Am to
4:00 pm with lunch and nursery

FRONT LINES continued

camp.
-276-1309

KANSAS FALL CONFERENCE

The Hutchinson Gospel Chapel Fall
Conference will be held Nov 20-21

at 6th and Elm in Hutchinson, KS.
The scheduled speaker is Dave Glock
(IA). Contact: Andrew Hawkinson
ph: 620-664-6496 email: ahawkin-
son@hutchgospelchapel.org for more

NYwill  jnformation and to register.

host their conference Saturday, Nov
6 at 10:30 AM. The scheduled speaker

ELDERS CONFERENCE IN MINNESOTA
Elders of New Testament assemblies
and those showing shepherding exer-
cise in the Upper Mid-West are invited
to meet for prayer, teaching and fel-
lowship at the North Central Elder’s
Meeting. It is planned to be held Dec 4
from 10:00 AMm to 4:30 Pm at Believer’s
Bible Chapel in Coon Rapids, MN. The
goals are to help equip elders to better
mentor and shepherd, to encourage
better unity and cooperation between
assemblies in the region, and to affirm

provided. The speaker will be Mike
Attwood (GA). A map is available at

biblical principles and standards to

Rajeev Nicholas
Sri Lanka

Alan Parks
Semsh{grollna
Nate Brin;asen
Special Areas

Bring your famlly!

Childre

/

Nurséry careprowded

ThreeOaksBibleChapel.org Contact:
John Moore ph: 478-956-4328

Tom Skillen ph: 478-923-2131

Bob Lehmann ph: 478-971-4622

Program offered to children ages 5-12 featuring
1g Ventriloquist Nate Thomas from So. Carolina.

enhance spiritual growth. Jack Spender
(CT) will speak on relevant shepherd-
ing issues. Contact: Larry Sax

ph: 605-759-5781

email: larryasax@gmail.com

Don’t Miss the 40th Annual

CMML Fall Conference

“MISSIONS: There’s a Role for Everyone!”

Saturday - November 20,2010

Lincroft Bible Church
790 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft, New Jersey 07738

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM (Coffee at 9:15 AM)
Lunch provided. Please RSVP to CMML by Nov. 10th

Phone: 732-449-8880, ext. 100  E-mail: cmml@cmml.us
n Facebook: www.facebook.com/cmmlus

Please RSVP for your family today!

BIBLE LANDS STUDY TOUR
You're invited to join Rex & Nancy
Trogdon on a Bible Lands Study Tour
Nov 7-18. Flights will originate out
of Charlotte, NC or Philadelphia, PA
direct to Israel. Enjoy twelve days of
onsite teaching and fellowship as we
walk the land and learn more about
the Lord and His Word together.
Space is limited so contact us soon.
To request a brochure email Rex at
Rextrogdon@carolina.rr.com
or ph: 704-843-9632.

2011 BIBLE BOOK CHALLENGE

ECS Ministries invites your assembly
to fellowship with other assemblies
across the country in studying the
book of Ecclesiastes, all at the same
time using the 10-lesson ECS course
“Ecclesiastes: Is There Meaning to Life?”
Register your assembly or group by
Nov 30. Visit www.ecsministries.org or
e-mail ecsinfo@ecsministries.org

EMMAUS CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
In the will of the Lord, Peter Kerr
has been appointed as the new
Regional Director for the Emmaus
Correspondence School ministry in
Canada. The official transfer from
Don DeBaeremaeker, who has faith-
fully served the Lord as Director for
approximately 10 years, to the new
Director happened Sep 20, 2010.
Please note that the new address for
ECS Canada will be:

Peter Kerr,

E.C.S., PO Box 156,

Englehart, ON, P0J 1HO Canada

ph: 705-544-7707

email: info@emmauscanada.org

MINISTRY RECORDINGS AVAILABLE
Audio resources of the 2010 Toronto
Easter Bible Conference are available
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on CD, DVD or MP3. A charge of
$20 covers seven messages and post-
age. The speakers are Steve Hulshizer
(PA) ministering on “Christ - His First
and Second Coming and Cross” and
Bill Yuille (ON) on “Jonah.”

The 2010 Worker’s and Elder’s Con-
ference was held at Hopedale Bible
Chapel in Oakville, ON. The mes-
sages and seminars are available on
14 CDs or one MP3 for $20 including
postage. Contact: Bill Allison,
3199 Sovereign Road, Burlington, ON
L7M 2W1 ph: 905-336-8101
e-mail: hw.allison@sympatico.ca

BIBLE FOR CHILDREN

“Bible for Children”is a website fea-
turing sixty illustrated Bible stories
written for children (in over thirty
languages, with forty more in pro-
cess). In the three years since BFC has
been incorporated, the site has grown
to now have over 3 million downloads
annually. Christian workers across the
world find the down-loadable stories
and color-book formats useful in
small group ministry. BFC also pro-
vides (through Evangelical Tract Dis-
tributors) many of the stories in print
format. All the BFC resources are free.
Please visit www.bibleforchildren.org

NEW ASSEMBLY IN NY

Westchester Brethren Assembly is

a new Indian assembly, meeting at
2170 Saw Mill River Rd., Elmsford,
NY, 10523. There are over 900 fami-
lies with Indian backgrounds settled
in this county and the assemblies
desire is to reach out to the commu-
nity with the gospel. Contact:

Box 285, Elmsford, NY, 10523

ph: 914-347-2696

email: whassembly@gmail.com

web: www.wbassembly.com

Mt. 21:22

NEW ASSEMBLY IN MAINE

A new assembly, Garland Chris-
tian Fellowship, is meeting in
Garland, ME for worship and fel-
lowship. Meetings are on Sunday
mornings starting at 9:45 AM and
Thursday evenings for prayer.
Contact:

John Hebert ph: 207-924-3332
Michael Supp ph: 207-924-3390
email: gcfme@yahoo.com

FELLOWSHIP FUND

Christian Workers’ Fellowship
Fund, Inc. was founded in 1957
by gospel pioneer T. B. Gilbert
and Christian publishers Lloyd
and Betty Walterick. Since it is a
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corpora-
tion, contributions made by U.S.

2010 Myrtle Beach Bible Conference

Warren Henderson Randy Amos Tim McNeal
1Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom

Hotel Style - $198.00  Condo Style Condo Style

Condo Style - $288.00 $336.00 $444.00

Monday, December 27th - Thursday, December 30th, 2010

Make your plans now to attend this year's conference! Conference
features include;
- accommodations at 5-star resort right on the beach!
- ministry from the Word both moming and evening sessions!
- Children’s meetings & nursery provided for all sessions!
- 6 hours of free time to relax and enjoy the fellowship!

Speakers this year:

SPACE IS LIITED - REGISTER EARLY!

Call[(919Y598;0392(0rvish
www mbbibieconferences.org

residents are tax-deductable. Its
stated purpose is to “receive gifts
and donations of money from the
Lord’s people and distribute the same
to workers sound in doctrine and
associated with assemblies of believers
and those who are devoting their time
to the Lord’s work.”

Because the organization is set up
for the furtherance of the gospel, all
funds received are distributed every
month. They have no special funds
designated for emergencies or educa-
tion. Approximately 98% of monies
sent in are designated, but some
request that the directors disburse
funds to Bible camps or widows,
which they are happy to do. Only
funds designated for expenses are
used for this purpose. The directors
serve without renumeration.

Funds received in Jun 2010 totaled
$151,698.85. Of this, $746.16 was
designated for general expenses, and
the rest for distribution. Any inter-
ested in receiving a financial report

may request one from: The Treasurer,
Christian Workers’ Fellowship Fund,
Inc., Box 1117, Lawrence, KS 66044

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Are you a young man looking for

an opportunity to be involved in
evangelism, follow-up and working
with a new assembly? Consider com-
ing to South Dakota for a year-long
learning and service opportunity.
For more information, read the page
at goodnewsbrookings.com/evteam.html
Contact: Larry Sax

ph: 605-759-5781

email: larryasax@gmail.com

The Family Bible Hour radio program
was started by Ben Parmer during
the 1960’s in Goodland, KS. It is

now broadcast in Colorado, Kansas,
Nebraska and Iowa. The program was
primarily funded by the Parmer fam-
ily, but with the Homecall of son Paul
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FRONT LINES continued

in 2004 and Ben in 2006, the finan-
cial structure has changed. Currently,
there is funding available for approxi-
mately three years, if the Lord tarries.
There is no solicitation for funds on
or after the program. The Board of
Trustees are seeking those who would
like to share in the outreach and min-
istry. Contact: John Knape

186 W. 300 Rd., Phillipsburg, KS 67661
ph: 785-653-2278

COMMENDATIONS

Hassan and Hiba Awada

The saints at Oakwood Bible Chapel
in Windsor, ON are pleased to com-
mend Hassan and Hiba to the work
of the Lord in outreach to the Arabic
speaking community in the Windsor
area for an initial term of one year.
Sammy and Hiba are in happy fel-
lowship at Oakwood Bible Chapel
and have a real passion for evange-
lism and discipling of new believers.
www.oakwoodbiblechapel.org

Todd and Sarah Carter

The elders along with the believers
at High Point Bible Chapel, IA, have
commended Todd and Sarah to the
work of the Lord at Whispering
Winds Bible Camp, St. James, MO.
www.bibleimpact.org/wwhc

Ashley Joyner

The saints meeting at Lake Lanier
Bible Chapel, Oakwood, GA have
commended Ashley to work with the
Ezekial Project through Dec 2011. She
has served the Lord with the Project
for the last year and has expressed a
desire to continue for the upcoming
year. Please join in prayer and in prac-
tical support for Ashley as she contin-
ues to serve the Lord. www.tepse.org

Junior and Constance Martin

Bethany Bible Chapel in Conway, SC
commend Elton (Junior) and Con-
stance and their family to the work of
the Lord at Shiloh Bible Camp in Cos-
mopolis, WA. Junior and Constance
have been an active and important part
of the Bethany fellowship for a number
of years. www.shilohbiblecamp.com

Daniel Morell

The saints gathered in the Name of the
Lord Jesus Christ at Fox Valley Bible
Chapel in Little Chute, WI would like
to commend Daniel Morell to the
work of evangelism in Brookings, SD
for the next year. Daniel has been
involved in a number of evangelism
settings including local outreaches
and various trips for evangelism as a
young man to SD, MI, AL, and others,

including the most recent GNOM
team 2009/10. Daniel will be support-
ing and growing in evangelistic and
discipleship efforts under the guid-
ance of Larry Sax. Please join with us
in prayer for Daniel in this ministry
over the next year in South Dakota.

Robert Lee and Sharon Sandifer

The saints together with the elders at
Central Bible Chapel in Millbrook, AL
join in commending Lee and Sharon to
the work of the Lord in the Deep South
and elsewhere as the Lord leads. This
commendation of the Sandifers is in
addition to that already existing from
the saints at Lake Park Chapel, Belle
Chasse, LA and Slidell Bible Chapel,
Slidell, LA where Lee serves as an elder
and is in active, full-time ministry.
www.centralbiblechapel.com

Hannah Stam

The saints at Marion Gospel Chapel,
Marion, VA desire to commend Han-
nah to be of service ministering to
children in foster home care. Han-
nah’s growing up years were spent at
Parkview Bible Chapel, Eddyville, IA
then moved to Marion with her fami-
ly almost three years ago. Her area of
desired service cannot be published
due to sensitivity of the country. €

Whether you're a “keeper of days” or not when it comes to the Christmas
season, most people agree that this is a prime time to find people open to
the idea of gift giving. “The Perfect Gift”is a (D with a 30-minute message by
Jabe Nicholson. The talk asks, then answers the question: what would the
perfect gift be? It includes a description of the five things everybody
wants and explains how this gift can be received. The package looks
like a gift decorated with a bow, but “Christmas colors” have not been
used (nor does the message link it with the season) so it is suitable for
use year-round. TO ORDER, CONTACT UPLOOK:
USA: (616) 677-6127 « joanne@uplook.org
CANADA: (905) 641-0651 « bill@uplook.org

Toe Doy foct -

If there is an ultimate gift iif
that’s ideal for every person on earth,

wouldn’t you want to know about it?

It would have to be one-size-fits-all.
Unbreakable. Never wears out.

Just what everyone wants.
Whatever would it be?

Listen to this CD to find out.

www.goodnewsgranary.org/materials/audio-cds

QOur cost to produce them is 55 cents each, plus ﬁour shipping costs.

8 UPLOOK / SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2010 Larger quantities preferably in multiples of 400 but smaller quantities also available.


http://www.centralbiblechapel.com
http://www.tepse.org
http://www.shilohbiblecamp.com
http://www.oakwoodbiblechapel.org
http://www.bibleimpact.org/wwbc
mailto:joanne@uplook.org
mailto:bill@uplook.org
http://www.goodnewsgranary.org/materials/audio-cds

‘HOW AND TELL by Carl Knott

An Illustrated Guide to the Church

Each characteristic of our corporate life and responsibility has its corresponding picture.

The Lord has
carefully
designed the
church with
Himself as its
unshakable
foundation.

n Matthew 16:18, our Lord promised,

“I will build my church,” and, believe me,

He’s an experienced builder. His résumé
includes the entire universe. Thousands of
years later, we're still discovering and learn-
ing about His handiwork! When He com-
manded Moses to build the Tabernacle, He
gave specific, detailed instructions about it,
the priesthood, and the activities to be car-
ried on there. Hebrews 8:5 reminds us what
the Lord told Moses, “See, saith He, that thou
make all things according to the pattern shewed
to thee in the mount” (Heb. 8:5). So, when the
Lord builds His church, we can be sure that
it comes with specific, detailed instructions
about its form and function. We are not left
to our imagination or innovation—there is a
God-given pattern to follow.

Much instruction is
given in the New Testa-
ment about the form and
function of the church.
Additionally, our Lord
gives us at least ten dif-
ferent figures to aid
our understanding and
emphasize certain points.
They are God’s illustrated
guide to the church.

1. The church is a bride, the
bride of Christ (2 Cor.

11:2; Eph. 5:22-33). A bride
is loved, and Christ loves the church. As a
bride is loyal and true to her bridegroom, so
should the church be to the Lord. “Love not the
world!” (1 Jn. 2:15) is only part of the picture.
The church loves the Lord (1 Pet. 1:8), and the
Lord detects and protests any lack of love (Rev.
2:4; 1 Cor. 16:22). A bride eagerly awaits her

wedding day, and the church anticipates the
coming of the Lord for her (2 Tim. 4:8). “Come,
Lord Jesus,” is, or should be, our fervent desire.

2. The church is a body, the body of Christ

(1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 4:11-16). Today, there is
great emphasis put on the human body. Some
consider it an object to be put on display. A
premium is put on physical health and well-
being. But do we value the body of Christ? As
the head of the body, He nurtures, protects,
and governs the church. Are we allowing the
Head to govern in practical ways? The picture
of a body also highlights the interdependence
of the members. Every believer is a member of
the body and should contribute to the spiri-
tual health and well-being of the congregation
(1 Cor. 12:12-27), for the common good (1
Cor. 12:7). There are no useless members in
the church. Does each one of us take his func-
tion in the body seriously?

3. The church is a building, God’s building

(1 Cor. 3:9; 1 Pet. 2:5). We aren’t speaking of a
church building in the sense of a chapel. This
is a metaphor, an illustration. The Lord has
carefully designed the church with Himself

as its unshakable foundation (1 Cor. 3:11). All
edification should be done on this foundation
and with great care to use the right materials,
according to code (1 Cor. 3:9-15). The church
is built with living stones (1 Pet. 2:5). In the
New Testament, only those who are truly
born again are part of the church; reception to
a local assembly should take this into account.

4.The church is a flock that belongs to the
Good Shepherd (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2). He,
and not some mere man, is the Pastor. The
flock speaks of the sheep together; loners
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THE CHURCH, ILLUSTRATED continued

or strays are out of place and in danger. Sheep need
care, protection, and guidance. The Chief Shepherd
(1 Pet. 5:4) knows this and, in His wisdom, desig-
nates certain men as under-shepherds to feed, lead,
and care for the flock. But it will always be His flock.
It does not belong to any man or group of men. He
bought it with His own precious blood. Psalm 23 is
the voice of the sheep, “The LORD is my shepherd, I
shall not want.” What blessed comfort!

5. The church is a family, the household of God (Eph. 2:19;
1 Tim. 3:15). The only way into this family is to be born
again. In a family, there is love, fellowship, care, and
responsibility. Our wise and loving Father deserves and
expects obedient children (1 Pet. 1:14). Brotherly love
and practical caring (Rom. 12:10) should mark God’s
family, the household of faith (Gal. 6:10). Family life is
much more than meeting attendance. How is our local
expression of the family of God functioning?

6. The church is a field, God’s field (1 Cor. 3:6-9). The idea
of a cultivated field illustrates the process of growing,
maturing, and bearing fruit. Just as a field requires a
lot of hard work, there is plenty of work to do in God’s
field, the church, but the laborers are few! There is the
breaking up of fallow ground, the sowing of the seed
of the Word, the watering, the weeding, and then, of
course, the increase. There is cultivating work to be
done in the assembly, which should bear fruit for God
(Rom. 7:4). Second Peter 3:18 exhorts us to “grow in grace
and in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

7. The church is a lampstand or candlestick for the Lord
(Rev. 1:20; 2:1, 5). This illustrates the testimony of the
church, shining as a light in a dark world (Php. 2:15)
and, if it was dark back in the apostles’ days, it’s even
darker now! The Lord has equipped us to shine. “Let
your light so shine before men” (Mt. 5:16) refers to the light
of good works done in the Lord’s name, for God’s glory.
Second Corinthians 4:4 mentions “the light of the glori-
ous gospel of Christ,” and this gospel light should shine
out from the church. If it doesn't, the Lord may remove
the candlestick. We should remember that He is in the
midst of the candlesticks in Revelation 1:20. Each local
church has a direct relationship with the Lord. He is in
the center, governing and guiding.

“We need to
remember that the
temple is to be
pleasing to God,
not to the world.”

8. The church is a temple,
God’s temple (1 Cor. ‘
3:16-17). The temple ~ EEEEE
is a holy place, set apart, where neither the world nor
anything else that defiles is allowed. It is neither a place
for worldliness in dress or deportment, nor for enter-
tainment or selfish pursuits, but for sacrifice, worship,
praise, thanksgiving, reconciliation, and divine guid-
ance. The world system and its ideas should be kept out
of the temple. We need to remember, especially in our
times, that the temple is to be pleasing to God, not to
the world. Yet some have lost sight of this and, thinking
only of what will please the world, end up with a worldly
church, not unlike Laodicea.

9. The church is the pillar and ground of truth, God’s truth

(1 Tim. 3:15). God’s truth is not given to institutions,
organizations, governments, creeds, dogmas, or councils,
but to the church. This truth is “the faith once delivered to
the saints” (Jude 3). The church is key in God’s plan for
this age—"“the church age,” not the “parachurch age.”

A pillar or column supports weight. The church supports
the doctrines of the faith by her teaching and practice.
The ground is literally the “bulwark,” a defensive struc-
ture or fortification. The church is charged with the firm
defense of the faith. Our orders are, “stand” (Eph. 6:11-14),
“fight” (1 Tim. 6:12), and “earnestly contend” (Jude 3).

10. The church is a holy priesthood to worship and serve
the living God (1 Pet. 2:5). “Holy” means “set apart for
special use.” First Peter 2:5 reminds us that we are “to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.” We are priests and should be holy, separated
from the world and careful not to defile ourselves.
Neither the strange fire of human innovations nor
unacceptable sacrifices should be offered. As a holy
priesthood, the church serves God according to His
instructions, for His pleasure and glory, and takes no
advice from the world on how to do it.

Much more could be said, of course, but these
vignettes should suffice to stir us to study, meditate,
and put into practice the things which God has been
pleased to reveal to us about His church. May it be so
for His glory. It’s a privilege and blessing to be part of
the church of the living God! ©
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ERE COMES THE GROOM by Peter Bolton

The Church as a Bride

Western culture has the emphasis backwards

“None of the
other names
for the church

convey any-
where near

the intimacy
with Christ.”

ate at the weddings of several couples, to

be right there with them at the moment a
miracle happens—when God takes the two
individuals and makes them one in His sight
“as long as they both shall live.” The joy and
anticipation of those wedding days are hard
to match in any other human event. This is
perhaps the most distinguishing feature of
the church being called the bride of Christ:
none of the other names for the church convey
anywhere near the intimacy with Christ that
this one does.

The first two chapters of the Bible introduce
God’s concept of marriage, and the last two
chapters of the Bible unveil the eternal mar-
riage toward which all other marriages are
supposed to testify. “The Spirit
and the Bride say ‘Come’..” (Rev.
22:17). Unlike our Western
ceremonies that focus on the
bride, the Bible closes with
our longing for the Groom.
His arrival to take us to be
with Himself is the hope of
the church.

Before proceeding fur-
ther, we need to be clear that
individual Christians are not
married to Christ; the church
is. Though God saves, loves, encourages, and
communes with us individually, He has the
one, final, collective bride in mind. In fact, the
unveiling of the wife of the Lamb (Rev. 21:9ff)
doesn’t even show us as a group of people; rath-
er, we are described as a unique and precious
city “adorned for her hushand” (v.2).

Countless multitudes of believers will be
passing in and out through the gates of the
city, at the heart of which is the radiant One on

I t has been my immense privilege to offici-

His throne—the One they have longed to see
(cf. 1 Pet. 1:10-12). However, let us also be clear
that God has made a distinction between the
church and all other believers. In particular, at
the rapture, the Lord will call His bride away
(just as He promised in John 14) and there will
be a form of honeymoon for seven years (the
70th week of Daniel) where the Bible records
no visible presence of Christ or the church.
Then, after the tribulation, the bride will be
revealed in her wedding robes alongside the
Lord Jesus when He comes to set up His mil-
lennial kingdom (cf. Rev. 19, esp. vv. 7-8).

But we are also told of the blessedness of
those who are “invited to the marriage supper of
the Lamb” (v.9). The Bride is not invited to her
own wedding. These are the believers from
other dispensations. For example, John the
Baptizer saw himself as “the friend of the bride-
groom” (Jn. 3:29) rather than part of the Bride.

The end of a marriage

In attempting to help the Romans under-
stand the liberty from the Law that has taken
place through the death and resurrection of
Christ, Paul uses the illustration of marriage
(Rom. 7:1-6). There he states that we were
once bound to the Law, having an intimate
attachment to it. But, through Christ, we have
died to the Law. That marriage is over.

This is a very important illustration since
it shows us that church life is not about
keeping a list of rules and conforming to
religious systems and codes of customs. It
is about living a lifestyle of “newness of spirit
[or the Spirit]” (v. 6). Furthermore, we have a
relationship with “Him who is raised from the
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”
(v.4), as opposed to being passionate about
sin, leading to death (v. 5).
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THE CHURCH AS A BRIDE continued

Yet, to be technical, the church is not yet mar-
ried to Christ. We are betrothed to Him (2 Cor.
11:2). In other words, we are in an engagement
period, awaiting the actual marriage. Engage-
ments in the Bible are more serious than we tend
to take them in our modern culture. Joseph and
Mary’s example shows that. They were given the
labels of husband and wife, but did not actually
become so until they left their lives of singlehood
and were joined together at a wedding.

Chastity and charity

In 2 Corinthians 11:2f, Paul’s emphasis is on
being presented as a “chaste [pure] virgin to
Christ.” He, in all His purity and perfection,

is certainly worthy of nothing less. Being 99%
faithful is to be impure; 100% is the only accept-
able standard. Why do we settle for less? Is not
one reason that, as verse 3 states, we are easily
“beguiled” by the subtle deceptions of Satan, as
Eve was, so that our minds are corrupted to pur-
sue selfish things? If we remember our engage-
ment to Christ, who is our life (Col. 3:4), and all
the beauty of His glorious character, we will not
be so easily defiled. The church is to be chaste.

What do we long for? Are we passionate for
Christ? Do we limit our gospel message to that
of escaping hell and having a place in heaven?
Or do we preach the glorious person of the Lord
Jesus Himself? Paul was jealous for the church to
be pure for Christ. Are we living that way in our
homes and assemblies?

We are told virtually nothing about our
activities in heaven once faith gives way to
sight. This frustrates the curiosities of many
believers, especially those who define their
Christianity by their works for God and their
well-organized church programs. Was not the
hard-working, efficient, sacrificing, doctrin-
ally-sound Ephesian church warned by Christ
about where their priority needed to be? “You
have left your first love” (Rev. 2:4). According to
His own revelation to the churches, the Lamb
will be the central figure of heaven. Our pri-
mary desire should be not heaven but heaven’s
Man: our Lord Jesus Christ.

The royal wedding

Our Lord is so very gracious! It will be true that
“His Bride has made herself ready” through righ-
teousness (Rev. 19:7-8). But our righteousness
and righteous acts find their source in Christ.
That is taught in the classic passage on marriage:
Ephesians 5:22-33. There we see the great effort
of the Lord Himself to help His bride be ready,
since she is to be one with Him. He will present
her to Himself “in all her glory..holy and blame-
less” (v. 27). In reality, it is God who makes us
holy, blameless, and glorious (Jude 24; 1 Thes.
5:23-24). But we are to strive toward that end
due to our pure love for and devotion to Christ.

Ephesians 5 is about roles through which
God’s order and wisdom are revealed. The bride
has the privilege of showing trust in God by
submitting to Christ as her head. Marriage is a
commitment to a principle, not just to a person.
The Lord Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One,
who has been commissioned
to accomplish the entire divine
mission. The church promotes
the great redemptive plan of
God and the principles by
which He functions when she
radiates an attitude of submis-
sion as she supports and facili-
tates (as a “suitable helper”) the
work for which her husband,
Christ, will give account.

But the heavenly Bride-
groom is not just task-oriented,
like so many men. As our
Saviour (v.23), the Lord Jesus
has redeemed us (v. 25) and sanctified us (v. 26).
Romans 7 presents our response to His redemp-
tion; 2 Corinthians 11 presents our response to
His sanctification. We are not simply objects of
His grace; we are deeply and passionately loved:
He “nourishes and cherishes [the church]...because
we are members of His [own] body” (Eph. 5:29-30).

What a glorious, yet purifying, privilege it is
for the church to be the bride of Christ! The day
will soon be here when we will hear the trumpet
anthem: “Here comes the Groom!” €

“The bride has
the privilege of
showing trust in
God by submit-
ting to Christ as
her head.”
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ENDER CARE by Sam Thorpe

One Flock and One Shepherd

The sheep of His pasture

“For ye were

as sheep going
astray; but are
now returned
unto the Shep-
herd and Bishop
of your souls”

(1 Pet. 2:25).

Georgia, I purchased seven ewes and a
ram. We raised sheep for eight years and

had many eventful experiences—some quite
humorous and others heartbreaking. One thing
in particular stands out in my mind: being
called a sheep is not a complimentary term.
The Bible has so much to say about sheep and
the shepherd. It was Isaiah 53:6 that my mother
used to lead me to Christ. Sheep are known for
“going astray” and “wanting their own way.”

The concept of the Lord’s people being por-
trayed as sheep is not unique to the New Testa-
ment. David, as a shepherd boy, used this cor-
relation more than once. The much-loved 23rd
Psalm starts out, “The Lord is my shepherd..” and
describes the care of a shepherd for his sheep.
Psalm 100 reminds us that “we are His people,
and the sheep of His pasture.” The prophet Eze-
kiel, in chapter 34, describes the slack shepherd
of Israel in contrast to the divine Shepherd’s
care. The chapter ends with the Lord’s words,
“And ye are My flock, the flock of My pasture, are
men, and I am your God,’ saith the Lord God.”

When we come to the gospels, we find
sheep and shepherds mentioned 34 times. The
context is primarily a continuation of the meta-
phor used of Israel and the Lord from the Old
Testament. Some references
are clearly for the nation
of Israel, such as Matthew
10:6, “But go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.”
Other passages are more
applicable to the disciples
and followers of Christ in
His earthly ministry, such
as Mark 14:27, “All ye shall
be offended because of Me this
night: for it is written, ‘I will

Shortly after moving to a rural county in

smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scat-
tered.”” Some verses certainly include the New
Testament believer, such as John 10:11, “I am
the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life
for the sheep.”
There are, however, some references spe-
cifically to the New Testament church. One
of these is John 10:16: “And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be
one flock, and one shepherd.” Writing to the
Ephesians, Paul speaks of these two groups of
sheep now made a single flock under the same
Shepherd (Eph. 2:14-18; 3:1-7). Another pas-
sage which is clearly directed to the church is
John 21:15-17. The Lord’s exhortation to Peter
includes three lovely statements: “Pasture My
lambs,” “Shepherd My sheep,” and “Pasture My
sheep.” As Peter pens his first epistle, he quotes
Isaiah 53 and completes the thought with these
words: “For ye were as sheep going astray; but are
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of
your souls” (1 Pet. 2:25).

The church as a flock
The church is beautifully presented within this
metaphor in many ways.

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is portrayed in a
lovely shepherd triad. He is the:
Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:11) : His saving work
Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20-21): His perfecting work
Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4) — His glorifying work

2. The local oversight of a New Testament
assembly is called by various terms, but the work
specifically involves the thought of shepherding.
Acts 20:28 is a good example: “Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed [lit. ‘to
tend as a shepherd’] the church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own blood.”
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ONE FLOCK AND ONE SHEPHERD continued

3. One of the gifts given to the church, as
recorded in Ephesians 4:11, is that of a pastor.
Although this role has typically evolved into a
position which is not supported by the Scriptures,
the word actually refers to a work among the peo-
ple of God. It is literally translated “a shepherd,
one who tends herds or flocks.” The operative
word there is “tends.” It is far more than feeding.
It involves the total care and protection of the
sheep to ensure their health and well-being.

4. The local church is called a flock five times
in the New Testament: Acts 20:28, 29; 1 Cor. 9:7;
1 Pet. 5:2, 3. It is interesting to note that, in all
five instances, the context involves exhortation to
shepherds regarding their conduct, relationship,
and work within the flock.

5. New Testament believers are called sheep on
at least seven occasions: Jn. 10:16; 21:15-17; Rom.
8:36; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25.

Practical consequences
Having seen clearly the biblical use of this meta-
phor, we might now consider some applications.

1. Within this concept of the flock we have an
obvious transition of dispensations, from Law to
grace, or from Israel to the church. First note this
transition in John 10:16. Christ refers to the flock
of Israel as a “fold™; at the end of the verse, when
referring to the gathering together of Jewish and
Gentile believers, He uses an entirely different
word for fold, which is more accurately translated
“flock.” Within this verse we move from the fold
of Judaism to the flock of Christianity.

2. Shepherds in our Lord’s day lived and slept
among the sheep. Sheep have a distinct odor—a
pleasant odor if you like sheep. It has been said of
the first century shepherds that they smelled like
sheep. Peter makes a similar point: “Feed the flock
of God, which is among you..neither as being lords
over..but examples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:2-3). The
local shepherds are under-shepherds to Christ,
the Chief Shepherd. They are also among the
sheep, serving with humility.

3.In John 10:27, the Lord states, “My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.”When we had a pasture full of sheep, I would

often bring friends and visitors out to the back
fence to see the sheep. They might be at the far
end of the field grazing or resting. I would sug-
gest to the friends that they call the sheep. They
would call and call and to no avail. The sheep paid
them no notice. Then I would say, “Let me try.”
I'would call them by their names. Immediately,
their heads would turn and rise. Soon they were
on their feet trotting over to the fence where we
stood. I explained that I was the one who fed them,
watered them, cared for their wounds, cleaned
their feet, and killed their enemies. I was the one
who sheared off the heavy wool in early summer
and affectionately stroked their broad foreheads,
while looking for mites and insects in their ears
and nose. They knew me and I knew them. This

is what God expects of His under-shepherds. It is
hard work. And the work gets even harder when
the sheep are rebellious (see Heb. 13:17).

4. Sheep are largely defenseless creatures.
They have two things that provide a measure of
protection, until the shepherd comes to their aid.
Their heavy coat of wool which makes it hard for
the wolves to penetrate at first. Secondly, they
have each other. They are a flock, a group. When
under attack, they huddle together for protection
of each other. When a
sheep gets away from
the group, the wolf can
quickly bring the sheep
down. As believers, the
wolves will attack (Acts
20:29-30). The protec-
tion offered by the
group, the flock, with
godly under-shepherds,
becomes a haven of
security. The wandering
believer, away from the flock, is in grave danger.
Shepherds, go after the straying sheep (Lk. 15:4).

Consider the Lord Jesus Christ. John declared
Him to be the Lamb of God (Jn. 1:29). But He is
also the Shepherd. He laid down His life for the
sheep. He knows how to tend the sheep. He loves
His sheep. We are precious to Him. How thankful
we can be to be one of His flock! €

“When a sheep

gets away from
the group, the
wolf can quickly
bring the sheep
down.”
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Blogging

“blogger,” participating in the act of “blogging.” So

what is a blog, anyway? The word blog is a blend
of the words web log. A blog is simply a website or part
of a website where authors share opinions, advice, and
information. Post is the term used to describe the article
or information being given. Often, a blog will allow
readers to comment on posts and create a discussion-
like environment. Blogging has been around for many
years in various forms. There are websites specifically
intended for blogging. But it’s also common for other
websites to have blog features which allow the posting of
comments and responses.

Even this magazine you are reading is like a blog,
except that it can’t facilitate instant discussion. The
beauty of blogs is that you can get information and ideas
to a large number of people. You may be asking, “Are
blogs important to my church or ministry?” Here are
three main points to consider.

Blog. A funny word. If you blog, you are called a

1. Reach

Blogs can reach a wide audience and make it easier to
send relevant content all across the world. Chuck Gianotti
uses his blog very effectively and says, “Blogging has
proven to be a very useful ministry tool. I use a blog to
distribute Elders’ ShopNotes, a worldwide ministry letter
to elders in both English and Spanish. Also, I use blog-
ging to send out weekly meditations on current events
from a biblical perspective and a daily devotional. This
method of distribution gives readers an opportunity for
immediate feedback and interaction. These are wonder-
ful tools to aid in ministering to God’s people.” Check
out his blog at www.bible-equip.org

2. Connect

Another feature of blogs is that you can engage in dis-
cussions with people you would never meet in real life.
Talk on the Way is a blog run by FBH International
(Family Bible Hour Radio). Ron Hughes has been able
to give advice to many people who are seeking help with

HY WE WEB Reaching today’s generation for Christ

life’s questions. “Blogging gives our regular web visitors
something new to read each week. Because of the com-
ment option, it allows for some dialogue and a chance
to develop a sense of relationship. Over the summer, I
experimented with guest blogging. Others would write
for me and I for them. This exposed our blogs to new
audiences.” Visit www.talkontheway.org

3. Inform

Gordon Franz has engaged in extensive research in
archaeology and has participated in a number of excava-
tions around the world. “Usually I get questions about
the latest archaeological fads on the Internet. ‘Is Mount
Sinai in Saudi Arabia?’ ‘Has Noah’s Ark been found?’

I am able to point to my blog for well-researched and
documented answers.” Gordon’s real desire, however, is
to give accurate, expositional teaching that is illustrated
by history, archaeology, geography, and the material cul-
ture of the Bible lands. His blog allows this. He writes, “I
firmly believe that the Bible was written by real people,
in real places, experiencing real events, and I want to
communicate their story. That is why the name of my
blog is The Life and Land of Biblical characters!” See
Gordon’s blog at www.lifeandland.org

When considering a blog, think about what type
of information you plan to post and who the audience
might be. A local church might post on events and
happenings around the community and engage the
residents in discussion. A ministry might use a blog to
talk about their programs, efforts, and ongoing updates.
Teaching on various topics is another great use for a
blog. Whatever the need, a blog can be a vital tool.
Remember to promote your blog. For example, include
your blog link in your email footer. Happy blogging!

This column is written by the team at mySonlight. They
provide guidance and tools to assemblies and ministries
looking to use the web for outreach and edification.Visit
www.mysonlight.com/blogging for more information.
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“...forgetting
what lies behind
and reaching
forward to what
lies ahead, |
press on toward
the goal...”

HE UPWARD CAI.I. by Colin Anderson

nly one life, twill soon be past; only
Owhat’s done for Christ will last. Those
three terse statements are strung

together, but each on its own is worth hours
of thought. In unison, they pack a powerful
punch. Sadly, many who profess His name
are not living with eternity’s values in view.
That is not normal; not what God designed.
“Christ...died for all, that they who live should
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who
died for them and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:15). That
verse describes a reasonable—a normal—
response to His sacrifice. Can we say it
describes the goal of the average Christian?
Or are we content to go with the flow?

Should we be satisfied if we live only up
to, or slightly above, the average level of the
believers we know? Do we dare rate ourselves
according to such a standard? Those who do
lack wisdom. “Measuring themselves by them-
selves, and comparing themselves among them-
selves, [they] are not wise” (2 Cor. 10:12). Any
comfort gained by that unprofitable exercise
will shortly evaporate—in His presence.

What is the average?

“All seck their own interests] not the things
which are of Jesus Christ” (Php. 2:21). That was
true of a good many in Paul’s time appar-
ently, and the average condition of some who
professed to serve the Lord. There were excep-
tions in the past, of course, and there are
today. Take Timothy as an example. He was
not an apostle, not so wonderfully endowed
with gift as his mentor, and, on top of that, a
man who had to battle with a naturally timid
spirit. Yet he shared Paul’s ambition to “press
on so that I may lay hold of that for which also
I'was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” The apostle
went on to say, ‘I do not regard myself as having

Let Me Be a Normal Christian

For any who aspire to maturity

laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal..” (Php.
3:12-14). Timothy was “like-minded.” There
will always be overcomers. Am I working
along that line?

The attainment of the average Christian
needs to be replaced in our minds by another
standard. Read the challenging words that
follow the above quotation about pressing
toward the goal. Paul is not trying to lay a
burden of guilt on believers who have just
begun the race but is challenging those who
are already part way down the track. He says,
“As many as are mature, have this mind.” They
are the ones who need to avoid spiritual stag-
nation. For example, true elders must not con-
sole themselves by thinking that their position
means that they are spiritually superior to
most of the congregation or at least are on par
with their peers. That attitude, so common
among scribes and Pharisees in the gospels,
must not find a place in my heart.

What is normal?

Abraham was superior in faith to those
around him. But he was not encouraged to
measure his spiritual attainment in contrast
to that of his nephew Lot, but to “walk before
[the Lord] and be perfect” (Gen. 17:1). What
the Lord calls us to do, He enables us to

do. He does not expect to reap where He

has not sown. His commands are not griev-
ous to anyone who is indwelt by His Spirit.
Therefore, what He sets as a norm is within
our grasp and is a “reasonable service” (Rom.
12:1). He has given to us all things that
belong to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). It is
surely fitting for us to pray, “O Lord, help me
to be a normal Christian.” €
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+ODY OF TRUTH by Jabe Nicholson

Corpus Christi

Take a close
look at these
four spiritual
check-ups!

our key passages paint for us the portrait

of the church as the mystical body of

Christ: Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians
10-12; Ephesians 1-4; and Colossians 1-3. Taken
together, they present to us four great principles.

The one body has many members (1 Cor. 12:12,
20, 27, Eph. 4:4; Col. 3:15) for “the body is not one
member, but many” (1 Cor. 12:14). There are ten
systems of the body (skeletal, muscular, diges-
tive, circulatory, etc.) which provide the unify-
ing benefits of common life in the body. Yet the
various organs are allowed to be individuals,
with their own ministries within that one body.

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearls, to the
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thank-
ful” (Col. 3:15). At the beginning of the verse is a
passive act of submission to the divine resource
that will captivate our hearts if we simply allow
the Lord to carry on. At the end of the verse is an
active bringing to mind of reasons to be thank-
ful for the believers in each local assembly.

How often we see things through our own gift:
If you aren’t doing what I'm doing, the way I'm
doing it, you aren’t doing anything of value! “For
as we have many members in one body and all mem-
bers have not the same office: so we, being many, are
one body in Christ” (Rom. 12:4-5). In fact, the more
I minister to the body with my gift, the more I
have a vested interest in other parts of the body.
There is amazing variety in the body, not all
of it obvious to the eye. How often we think lit-
tle is happening in our assemblies because we
see little happening! But, of course, I don't see
you digesting your dinner (nor do I want to) or
supplying your extremities with fresh oxygen,
yet these are the secrets of a healthy body.

Paul says, “God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honor to
that part which lacked: that there should be no schism
in the body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another” (1 Cor. 12:24-25).

Our loyalty to the Head (Col. 2:19) is mani-
fested by our communion in the body. The
breaking of bread is a weekly confirmation
of what should be a daily reality: “The bread
which we break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ? For we being many are one bread,
and one body..” (1 Cor. 10:16-17).

Our recognition of the vital role of our glo-
rious Head, however, does not cause us to leave
all the work to Him. He has chosen to work
through His body, not independently of it.

The church “is His body, the fullness of Him
that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:23). We should not
ask Him to do things we have been instructed
to do; nor should we attempt to do by our
energy what He has said He will do. Praying
once a week at our prayer meeting, “Lord, save
souls,” is a sickly response to His commission
to go, show, and tell. Of course we should pray,
because there are aspects of evangelism that
only He can perform, but our part (done by
His strength, of course) is our part.

It’s a good thing my left foot never tries to

race my right foot to the door. And though

I am right-handed, my left hand has never
expressed any desire to dominate by snatching
objects from its partner. “If the whole body were
an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath
God set the members every one of them in the body,
as it hath pleased Him” (1 Cor. 12:17-18). ©
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The Sound of Music

plains of North America is marked by character-

istic sounds. The call of chorus frogs means the
spring rains have awakened eggs laid last year. The
distinctive call of the western meadowlark signals the
beginning of an annual
search for a mate. The
heat of summer brings
the pulsating buzz of
the cicada from the
branches above. Late
summer is heralded
by the noisy, intermit-
tent buzz and clicks of
mature grasshoppers
and katydids.

There is purpose in
each of these distinctive
calls or sounds. They
help male and female
of the same species
find each other. They
signal danger. Others
are claims of territory or threats before a fight. But can
any animal sounds really be called music in the sense
that humans understand music?

In my town, summer is marked by weekly concerts
of the city band in a tree-shaded park. The events draw
hundreds of listeners of all ages. And for an hour the
audience is swept away by the music. Yet, though all
hear the same music, each person feels its effect differ-
ently. The beauty and power of music is undeniable.
Surely music can do all that the limited, rudimentary
sounds of frogs, birds and insects can do. Communi-
cate a sense of danger. Energize for a fight. Even claim
territory — think of your national anthem. But it can
also move one to tears or rouse the spirit to the pinnacle
of joy. It can calm the heart or trigger lost memories.
Music is the language of emotion and there is no true
parallel in the animal world.

The arrival and passing of summer in the central

Can any animal sounds really be
called music in the sense that
humans understand music?

CIENCE & YOU Visible creation showing the invisible God

But why should this be so? Believers in the philosophy
of naturalism have no answer for why humans would
spend time and energy to write, perform and listen
to music. After all, such behavior in what they see as
the human “animal” has no survival advantage and so
makes no evolutionary
sense. It is here that the
reductionist thinking
of those committed to
naturalism runs afoul of
reality — they respond to
music in the same ways
as believers in Christ.
As human beings, they
are haunted by the real-
ity of the beauty and
power of the sound of
music, even as their
naturalism forces them
to reject such thoughts
as only illusion created
by purposeless chance
and natural selection.

Meaning is not found in music by reducing the
sounds to the mechanics of their production. This is see-
ing the world wrong side out. Instead, the mechanics is
the basis to express meaning and emotion which are part
of the image of God within us." Just as our own logic and
reason reflect God’s intellect and consistency, and the
existence of moral standards reflects God’s character,
the sound of music touches the remnant of God’s image
within us as emotion. To appreciate the power of logic,
the security of morality and the emotion of music but
reject the ultimate source of these gifts is to embrace only
a fading shadow of reality. ©

—MIcHAEL G. WINDHEUSER, PH.D.

1. Josh McDowell, Thomas Williams. In Search of
Certainty. Green Key Books. Holiday, Florida. 2003.
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HE BEAUTY OF THE I.ORD by Keith Keyser

The Church as the Temple

Gathering for God’s glory

mong the New Testament’s varied
Adescriptions of the spiritual entity

known as the church, one of the most
striking is the term temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17). At
first glance, it does not appear to have com-
monality with other shrines on planet earth;
after all, it is not a physical building. Since the
church is composed of believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ, it is spiritual in nature. It does
not inspire architectural admiration or evoke
wonder for its immaculate composition, as do
many cathedrals, synagogues, and mosques.
Unlike earthly temples, it has no terrestrial
headquarters or magnificent grounds sur-
rounding it. On the contrary, many of the
repressive and dangerous parts of the world
where the church thrives are decidedly inhos-
pitable for ordinary versions of a peaceful life
of adoration. Upon closer examination, how-
ever, one discovers that the church deserves
the title “temple of God” more than any other
structure on earth today, for it is the place
where God receives worship and manifests
His glory.

God-centered

In order to better understand
why the church is an unrivaled
temple, one must look to the
Old Testament temple to ascer-
tain the true purpose of such
an edifice. Foremost among the
biblical reasons for its existence
is that it is for God. The words
of 2 Chronicles 2:1 clearly indi-
cate this: “Then Solomon deter-

Solomon’s Temple.

mined to build a temple for the
name of the Lord” (NKJV). This last phrase
makes it clear that it exists for the Lord and
His reputation; moreover, what is done there

must agree with His name—that is, it must
be done in His authority. This passage also
shows that He abhors wickedness. He hates
what He should and He loves what He ought.

The church exists first and foremost for
God’s will and pleasure. Often, modern people
think of the church as a means of meeting their
needs. Truly, if one puts God first, they will
never lack; for He is no man’s debtor. Neverthe-
less, to look upon the church as primarily exist-
ing for one’s own benefit is to put it the wrong
way around. Others think that they can design
the church meetings in whatever way seems
best to them. Once more, however, the Old Tes-
tament tabernacle and temple were designed in
keeping with God’s exact specifications (Heb.
8:5). The talented craftsmen were not to impro-
vise or to exercise their architectural ingenuity.
Rather, they were to completely adhere to the
divinely given instructions, for this building
was meant to glorify Him alone.

Fellowship between God and man

The relationship between God and man is
also an integral part of the temple. It is a place
where people are to learn the Lord’s ways. As
Psalm 48:9 puts it, “We have thought of Thy lov-
ingkindness, O God, in the midst of Thy temple.”
Psalm 27:4 agrees, saying, “One thing have I
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
enquire in His temple.”

Its structure and ceremony taught various
truths about God’s character and ways. For
example, the sacrifices demonstrate His
mercy and grace in providing a way for sin-
ful man to come to Him for forgiveness and
acceptance. What is more, the entire structure
expresses His holiness. To ignore His way of
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THE CHURCH AS THE TEMPLE continued

approach is to bring severe judgment on oneself.
Nadab and Abihu offered “strange fire” before
the Lord and were summarily executed by fire
from His presence for their audacity (Lev. 10).
Similarly, King Uzziah, who was a Judahite
rather than a Levite, attempted to burn incense
before the Lord; consequently, he was stricken
with leprosy (2 Chron. 26:18-21). One might
think that such harsh punishments were con-
fined to Old Testament times. On the contrary,
the experience of the New Testament Corinthian
church shows that irreverence may still bring
about severe disciplinary measures. When some
in their midst were treating the Lord’s Supper
like their private feasts—even to the point of
drunkenness—God struck them with weakness,
sickness, and death (1 Cor. 11:17-34). The sol-
emn admonition of 1 Corinthians 3:17 must be
heeded today: “If any man defile the temple of God,
him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.” Modern flippancy and irrev-
erence have no place in the Lord’s holy church.
Like its predecessors, the church is a place of
worship and service for God; thus, it is where
God and man interact corporately. Believers are
first told to present their bodies—metonymy for
their entire being—as a living sacrifice for the
Lord (Rom. 12:1). They are also told to adore the
Lord in terms that deliberately bring to mind
the temple: “By Him therefore let us offer the sac-
rifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips giving thanks to His name” (Heb. 13:15).
Elsewhere the Scriptures teach that all believ-
ers are priests, capable of worshipping, prais-
ing, and thanking God with no other mediator
than Christ Himself (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; 1 Tim. 2:5).
Furthermore, Christian service and giving are
described in terms that allude to the temple sac-
rifices (Php. 2:17; 4:18).

The saints’ fellowship and witness to the universe
In both Testaments, people benefited from the
activities of the temple. Horizontal fellowship is
a blessed byproduct of worship. Pious Israelites
enjoyed interacting with each other as they went
to God’s house in Jerusalem. This is illustrated

by Psalm 122:1, 4, 9: “I was glad when they said
unto me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord..Whith-
er the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the
testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of
the Lord’..For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I
will now say, Peace be within thee.”” Likewise, their
New Testament counterparts enjoyed breaking
bread together and fellowshipping around the
things of God (Acts 2:42). Additionally, the Isra-
elite temple and the church bore witness to the
greatness of God and therefore were testimonies
to the world and the universe (2 Chron. 6:32-33;
Eph. 3:10). His grace in saving sinners and mak-
ing them living stones in His glorious sanctuary
will forever be manifested to all created beings
(Eph. 2:7). Of course, God’s previous places of
worship culminate in the New Jerusalem, where
we find no temple other than “.the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb..” (Rev. 21:22). The taber-
nacle of God will be with men with nothing to
impede communion between the Creator and
His redeemed creatures (Rev. 21:3). The church
will still exist as His bride, and will enjoy unfet-
tered access to His presence.

Since the former and future wor-
ship places are holy and divinely
ordered, contemporary believers
in local assemblies must remember
the temple function of their gather-
ings. Worship must be reverent,
teaching must be God-centered,
and all of the activities must cor-
respond to the exalted character
displayed in the Lord’s name. Their meetings are
to focus on Christ—who reveals the Father—and
are to be conducted in a spiritual manner (1 Cor.
14). The local church exists for God, and so His
directives in the Scriptures must be followed,
regardless of modern culture, philosophy, or con-
ventional wisdom. To participate in the worship
and service of the local church is a tremendous
blessing and privilege. Christians should not
take it for granted. Indeed, if one wants to devote
himself to God’s work in this dispensation, then
he must labor in building the church (Mt. 16:18;
1 Cor. 3:8-10, 16). ©
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Pilate Wasn't the Only One

The other Roman governor who fulfilled prophecy

control of Judea, a procurator by the name of

Caponius was installed by Rome. The year was
AD 6. His governorship would set in motion the fulfill-
ment of one of the most important predictions found in
the Bible. To understand this, we need to go back to an

About twenty years before Pontius Pilate assumed

event that took place 1850 years before the birth of Christ.

As Jacob’s life was drawing to a close, he called
together his twelve sons and
issued one of the most impor-
tant prophecies of Scripture
(Gen. 49). These sons were the
progenitors of each of the twelve
tribes of Israel. Each son was
called out and provided with a
series of benedictions and/or
maledictions. The chapter is a
forecast of each tribe’s future as
it would be played out over the course of history.

Jacob’s prediction concerning Judah forms one of
the great Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament
and one of its most sophisticated: “The scepter shall not
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the
people” (Gen. 49:10).

Jewish literature down through the ages has identified
Shiloh as a Messianic term. Whether it is the Targums,
the Talmud, or the Midrash, they all associate Shiloh as a
title for the Messiah.

If this is correct, and we believe it is, then Genesis
49:10 may be the first prophecy in Scripture to provide
a clue as to when the Messiah would come. There’s
another way to order the words in this verse and yet
keep its meaning fully intact. Upon doing so, a startling
truth is revealed:

“Once Shiloh [i.e. the Messiah] comes, then the scepter
and the giving of laws will depart from Judah, ..” What is
meant by the scepter? What is it meant to convey?

A study of the ancient world, whether it is Egypt or the
great Mesopotamian states, reveals that the scepter was

meant to symbolize power.
One type of scepter promi-
nent in Egypt was the Heqa
scepter, also called the crook.
Basically, this was a cane with

a hooked handle. The Egyp-
tians were fond of plating these scepters or staffs with
gold and then reinforcing them with blue copper bands.
Artisans would often depict Egyptian pharaohs holding
the crook as well as another type of scepter called the
“flail”. * The scepter was a baton or staff meant to sym-
bolize a ruler’s authority even over the life and death of
his subjects.

The superpowers that followed Egypt (such as
Assyria, Babylon, and Persia) also utilized the scepter as
a symbol. They retained its connotation that the holder
thereof had authority over life and death. You see this
in the Bible when Queen Esther goes to visit the Persian
King Ahasuerus and says, “All the king's officials and
the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without
being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to
death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the
gold scepter to him and spare his life” (Est. 4:11).

In short, the scepter was an implement held by a
ruler that symbolized his power over life and death.

Likewise, Jewish thought associated the scepter
with the right to adjudicate capital offenses (or what is
called in Latin the jus gladii—the right of the sword).
Rabbinical teaching held that the scepter embod-
ied Judah’s tribal identity and ability to enforce the
Mosaic Law upon its people. This included the right to
administer capital punishment.

Throughout Old Testament history, from the giving of
the Law at Mount Sinai until the first century, the Jews
exercised this authority over their own citizenry. Even
during the 70-year captivity in Babylon, the Jews retained
their own judges and sets of rules. For example, the book
of Ezra testifies that Judah still had rulers and princes
over them who were from their own number (Ezra 1:5, 8).

Atlas of Ancient Egypt
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EVIDENCES continued

The Jews saw only limited freedom for the
next five centuries. Yet, through this entire time,
they retained the right to administer the Mosaic
Law and adjudicate capital offenses.*

Enter Herod Archelaus. Born in 23 BC to
King Herod the Great, he was educated in Rome,
along with his brothers, Antipas and Philip.
Upon the death of Archelaus’s father in 4 BC,
Caesar Augustus named him as Ethnark (i.e.
national leader as opposed to king) of Samaria,
Judea, and Idumea.?

To say that Archelaus did a poor job of ruling
would be an understatement. Time and again,
there were revolts and rebellions that left thou-
sands dead. Things got so bad under Archelaus
that unlikely partners
from among the Jews
and Samaritans in
unison requested that
Rome depose him.

Finally, in AD 6,
Rome had enough
and removed Archelaus from power. He was
banished to Gaul (modern-day France). Because
of the problems experienced with the Jews and
their leadership, Rome made one more move.
They established Judea as a province of the
Roman Empire.

Within a year, Caponius was named procura-
tor of Judea and assumed control of the province.
With his ascension, judicial power was removed
from the Jewish Sanhedrin. The first-century Jew-
ish historian Josephus records the event:

“But in the tenth year of Archelaus’ govern-
ment, both his brethren, and the principal men
of Judea and Samaria, not being able to bear his
barbarous and tyrannical usage of them, accused
him...Caesar, upon hearing what certain accusers
had to say..both banished him, and appointed

Vienna, a city of Gaul, to be the place of his

habitation, and took his money away from him...
Caponius also, a man of the equestrian order, was
sent..to have the supreme power over the Jews.™

Josephus’ choice of words is telling. To say that
the governor was given the “supreme power over
the Jews” was to acknowledge a dramatic shift.

ww.livius.org

The Jewish people and its Sanhedrin leadership
had lost the ability to adjudicate capital cases.

When this event took place in AD 6 or AD 7,
the Jews were horrified!
Rabbinical teaching saw
this as the scepter having
departed. This quote from
the Talmud bears out the
significance of this change
in Jewish thought:

“Woe unto us for the
scepter has departed from Judah and the Mes-
siah has not come!™

They thought God had failed to keep His
promise. What they didn’t know was that a
young carpenter’s boy was alive and well in

Galilee—indeed, Shiloh had come! ©

ENDNOTES
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verse 2 and book 18, chapter 1, verse 1;
www.bit.ly/antiquities-jews1

5 Babylonian Talmud, chapter 4, folio 37; ibid
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JAMILY MATTERS by James Martin

The Household of God

Itis God’s fam-
ily. He paid an
unimaginable
price for it. He,
and He alone,
has the right to
determine how
it functions.

what it’s like to be part of a healthy, lov-

ing family. But the enemy has waged war
against the family, and, as a result, many are
born into troubled homes where they experi-
ence few, if any, of the blessings that ought to
be a part of family. Others are orphaned or
abandoned and therefore don’t even have a
family—troubled or otherwise.

If it were up to man, that would be the end
of it. A few would be born into happy, healthy
homes; the rest would just have to cope with
not knowing the joys of family. But it’s not up
to man. The Lord desires all of us to enjoy the
blessings of family as He designed it. And so,
the New Testament speaks of another family:
the family of God. This family isn’t limited to
a privileged few chosen seemingly at random;
it is open to any who truly desire to be a part
of it. In this family, orphans have parents,

I n a perfect world, everyone would know

only children have brothers and
sisters, and those who previous-
ly knew home only as a place of
strife and misery discover what
it’s like to have a family that
provides love and safety.

This family is the church of
God: our brothers and sisters
in Christ. It has a worldwide
aspect, but we want to con-
sider its local manifestation.
The local church is compared
to a family. And not just any
family—God’s family. “But in
case I am delayed, I write so that
you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the household of God, which
is the church of the living God, the pillar and
support of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). What does
this comparison teach us?

Order
1 Timothy 3:15 tells us that there is an order
expected in the church. We are not free to
order the church in whatever way seems best
to us. It is God’s family. He paid an unimagi-
nable price for it. He, and He alone, has the
right to determine how it functions. This is a
truth that is largely unappreciated by believers
today. Many seem to think that it’s our right
to remake the church in whatever image seems
best to us. (In an eerie coincidence, this new
image usually turns out to be more in line
with the world and less in line with the Bible.)
There are also implications beyond corpo-
rate church order. The picture of family pro-
vides guidelines for how we ought to treat one
another at all times. “Do not sharply rebuke an
older man, but rather appeal to him as a father,
to the younger men as brothers, the older women
as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in
all purity” (1 Tim. 5:1f).

Forbearance

The Lord has granted me the privilege of
knowing some exceptional Christian fami-
lies—shining examples of love, encourage-
ment, and service. I haven't polled them (yet)
but my guess is that, were I to inquire as to
the reasons for such family success, not one
of them would be based on the bizarre notion
that the other family members are perfect.

It is odd, then, that so many Christians
seem to feel that perfection (in others) is
required before they can have happy fellow-
ship in their local assembly. How often do we
meet saints who are out of sorts or uninvolved
with their assembly and who blame their
situation on the faults and foibles of the other
Christians. Apart from the obvious hypocrisy,
this thinking demonstrates a complete failure
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THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD continued

to understand the local church as a family.

A family doesn’t have to be perfect in order to be
healthy. The members don't live in a make-believe
world where each other’s faults are either non-existent
or unknown. If anything, the members are even more
aware of each other’s faults than outsiders are. But the
point is that they don’t dwell on each other’s failings!
Love, not criticism, is the basis of their family fellow-
ship, and, as a result, a great many aggravations simply
fade away—not because the imperfections no longer
exist, but because we don’t obsess on them. “Above all,
keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers
a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).

Service

A newborn baby is only conscious of one set of needs:
his own. Furthermore, he doesn’t have the skills to
meet the needs of others, even if he were to recognize
them. But this is a temporary situation. We expect (or,
at least, we ought to expect) that, as the child matures,
his concern will shift from his own needs to the needs
of others. The same is true in the local church: the more
a believer matures, the less he will be concerned with
his own needs and the more he will be concerned with
meeting the needs of others. Instead of seeking ways to
receive, he will be actively looking for ways to give (Acts
20:35; MKk. 10:45).

There’s a little lesson here, too, regarding skills.
When my three-year-old son wanted to help shovel
the driveway, I didn’t expect he was going to cut my
workload in half. If anything, my work load increased
because sometimes he shoveled the lawn, instead. Did
that bother me? Not for a moment! His company and
his desire to help were what mattered to me. An older
Christian who has unreasonably high skill expectations
of younger Christians or who is perpetually irritated
by the mistakes they make as they learn, betrays a lack
of both charity and wisdom. On the other hand, by the
time my son gets to be sixteen, he ought to have learned
which direction to shovel the snow.

The biblical pattern is that new believers will grow
in both their awareness of the needs of others and the
ability to meet those needs, while older believers will
be grateful for the fellowship and growth, not grump-
ily demanding that baby Christians instantly have the
same skills it took them fifty years to hone. The family

grows in strength and joy through this mutual service
and encouragement.

Commitment

What would you think of a man who abandons his fam-
ily the moment trials come? It’s unthinkable if the man
has even a shred of decency. Yet countless Christians
have no problem with abandoning their Christian fam-
ily the moment events don’t go their way. As soon as the
local church has difficulties or they have trouble with
another believer in the fellowship, they leave (burn-

ing with righteous anger, of course) and join another
family. Often this becomes a pattern and they flit from
family to family. (Don’t worry...it won't take as long to
reach the breaking point the second time.) Rinse, lather,
repeat. “Dysfunctional” is the kindest word we can use
to describe this behavior.

An appreciation of the local church as our spiritual
family, viewing each other as brothers and sisters in
Christ, will cause us to see that the Lord expects us to
be in this for the long haul, through good times and
difficult times—and not just to be present, but whole-
heartedly present. It isn’t enough to be a family observ-
er—sitting on the sidelines, eating the meals, enjoying
all the benefits of home but contributing essentially
nothing. A mature Christian is passionately committed
to his local church—taking every opportunity to meet
together, cheerfully shouldering his share of the load,
and constantly looking for ways to help others.

Love

Much more could be learned from the biblical picture
of the church as a family. There are lessons in encour-
agement, sympathy, intimacy, purity, and safety. But
the paramount feature of any healthy family is love.
Without love, the blessings of family wither; with love,
they flourish to the glory of God, the edification of our
brothers and sisters, and as a vibrant testimony to the
lost (Jn. 13:35).

In closing, we realize that the love of a local church
family is perhaps felt in a special way by those who are
otherwise alone and lack an earthly family. Our gracious
Lord has made special provision for those whom others
may have overlooked. May our churches be God’s out-
posts of love in a world of loneliness. ©)
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Why Might an Assembly Die?

pointing to the growth of mega churches. But the

truth is that mega churches often grow by pulling
people away from smaller churches. People might be
attracted to a larger church by the professional musical
program, the elaborate facilities, or the many special
programs offered. Smaller churches continue to die out.
It is reported that assemblies in the UK have declined in
numbers during the last fifty years. And the health of
some assemblies in North America is precarious..

It is a struggle for a church to maintain spiritual health
and vigor year after year, century after century. The Lord
warned the church in Ephesus, “Remember therefore from
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else
will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place—unless you repent” (Rev. 2:5, NKJV). Today, the light
of the gospel is not shining in areas where it once shone
brightly. The lampstand has been removed. What are fac-
tors that lead to the death of a testimony?

Some proclaim that all is well in Christendom by

Division

Division can cripple or destroy a work. “Behold how good
and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity...For
there the Lord commanded the blessing” (Ps. 133:1, 3). Divi-
sion will take the heart out of an assembly; many will
leave desiring peace. It might be a mortal wound.

Elders must do all they can to preserve love and har-
mony in the flock. Paul warned the elders of Ephesus,
“For I know this that after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things to draw
away disciples after themselves” (Acts 20:28-30).

Doctrinal disputes might cause division. Often men
obsess on some pet idea or system of doctrine. In other
cases, men reject biblical teaching because it is unpopu-
lar in today’s world. Here elders must take a firm stand
and make it known to the congregation.

Men desiring power can also cause division.
“Diotrephes, who desires to have the preeminence among
them does not receive us” (3 John 1:9). An assembly that

was once flourishing in our
area no longer exists because
of this domineering spirit.
An elder should not be self-
willed (Titus 1:7); he must
be a team player, working
with other men in humility.
Again, a moral issue can cause division. A case of
adultery, fornication, or some other immoral sin might
come to light. The elders must act in line with Scripture,
and the whole assembly needs to unite behind them,
rather than take sides with the offender. The church must
stand together to purge the old leaven of sin (1 Cor. 5:7).

Church truth

Another reason an assembly might die is the loss of
conviction about church truth. Unless there is a strong
belief in the inspiration of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17),

its relevance for today will be minimized. Elders must
be convinced of the need to obey the teaching concern-
ing the church, or the desire to persevere will die. Why
struggle to maintain an assembly if you are no different
from other evangelical churches? It is much easier just to
join one of them.

Concerning his teaching about the church, Paul said,
“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the com-
mandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37). These are strong
words, spoken with the same authority as Moses had at
Mt. Sinai. These were not suggestions or opinions but
commandments from the living God.

Gathering to Christ and not a preacher (Mt. 18:20;

1 Cor. 1:12-15); the breaking of bread (1 Cor. 11:23-28);
the priesthood of all believers (1 Pet. 2:5, 9); the differ-
ing roles of men and women (1 Tim. 2:11-14); leadership
by elders instead of a hired pastor (Acts 14:23; Titus
1:5); commended workers living by faith, free to be the
Lord’s servants (Php. 4:15-18; Gal. 1:10). There are many
doctrines which are shared with evangelical churches,
but these distinctive truths should be maintained.
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DARE TO THINK continued

Love of the world

A love of the world will sap spiritual life and
destroy an assembly. A woman will sense it if
her husband’s heart is being drawn to another
woman. Regardless of his actions, that other
affection destroys the marriage.

James, with all the fire of a prophet of old,
writes, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not
know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God?” (Jas. 4:4). John warns, “Do not love the world
or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him” (1 Jn. 2:15).

Many things can capture the affection of
God’s people. Paul speaks of those who are “/ov-
ers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Tim.
3:4). One’s life becomes centered in pleasure;
weekends are occupied with skiing, hiking,
fishing, and other activities. There is little time
for prayer, reading the Word, or being involved
in the life of the local church. A man may even
begin to drink, to gamble, to watch movies
which glorify sex and violence, to secretly view
pornography on the Internet. The devil is very
clever at breaking down one’s resistance to sin.
James would call it spiritual adultery!

Paul also speaks of some who are “lovers of
money” (2 Tim. 3:2). One’s job or profession can
become an obsession, with an unhealthy drive to
succeed. Time with family and the church is sac-
rificed to achieve goals and to make money. He
may rationalize that when he has achieved his
goals and feels financially secure, then he will
have time for family and God. James would call
it spiritual adultery.

Lack of forgiveness
Another thing which will sap the life of an
assembly is a lack of forgiveness. In the family of
God there must be constant repentance, confes-
sion, and unending forgiveness (Mt. 6:12).
Forgiveness is difficult. One might desire to
be vindicated or even to see the offender suf-
fer. The initial pain will become sour and bitter
in the brine of self-pity and revenge. This will
destroy one’s own joy and peace, and that bitter-
ness is contagious. Scripture warns us that we

must forgive, “lest any root of bitterness springing
up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled”
(Heb. 12:15). Others might begin to take sides
(sometimes at our encouragement); and the
whole assembly could divide and self-destruct.
Elders must guard against a spirit of bitterness in
any assembly. Counsel, warn, and discipline the
offender. If bitterness continues, it will destroy
the fellowship.

Lack of evangelism

In time, lack of evangelism will cause an assem-
bly to wither and to die. Rachel cried to Jacob,
“Give me children, or else I die” (Gen. 30:1). Her
desire for children was so intense that she felt
life was not worth living without them. But it is
also true that, without children, her life would

not be passed on.
An assembly will gradu-

ally age and finally die out //,’ :

if there is no ongoing evan-
gelism. Elderly saints are a
blessing in an assembly; but
if all are elderly, the assem-
bly will soon die. Without
new life coming into an
assembly, its days are num-
bered. “Give us children,”
should be our cry!

To have children
requires desire and effort.
God said to Adam and Eve,
“Be fruitful and multiply”
(Gen. 1:28). To the church,

Christ says, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all the
nations” (Mt. 28:19). Such evangelism will require
compassion for the lost, persistent effort, and
earnest prayer. Are we up for the task?

Is your assembly growing or dying? When
did you last see sinners saved and baptized?
Elders need to be concerned with shepherding
the flock and with leading the saints in evange-
lism. Remember the Lord’s warning, or He will
come and “remove your lampstand from its place”
(Rev. 2:5). © —DoNALD L. NORBIE

Without new
life coming into
an assembly,
its days are
numbered.
“Give us chil-
dren,” should
be our cry!
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) ECI.ARATION AND DEMONSTRATION by Mark Anderson

Pillar and Ground of the Truth

That which we hold out must also be lived out.

A pillar that
ceases to hold
up that which it
was designed
to supportisa
pillar no more.

how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the

house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth”
(1 Tim. 3:15).

First Timothy is written in part so that a
young man would understand in great detail
how he ought to conduct himself within the
local church. Paul writes to Timothy with the
assumption that there was, and that there yet
remains, a God-ordained order and struc-
ture within the church. Further, that church
order and structure matter very deeply; it
is not something which may be cavalierly
modified to suit present concerns however
pressing they may seem. The living God—as
Paul refers to Him here—could hardly allow
the mere passage of a little
time to distract Him from
an intense interest in the
structure of even the modern
church! Paul considered that
the preservation of God’s
structure was important
enough that a letter of some
detail should precede his
arrival; and we understand
today that the Holy Spirit
felt church order to be a sig-
nificant enough matter that
Paul’s letter would remain
with us thousands of years
later to guide today’s local
church.

In stressing to Timothy the importance
of a precise order and structure within the
church, Paul applies a somewhat enigmatic
new title; Paul calls the church the “pillar
and ground of truth.” The context of that
title would suggest that order and structure

/i B ut if I tarry long, that thou mayest know

are important particularly in light of the role
God intends for the church to fulfill; that the
church then and today both exalts and under-
girds truth. The images Paul uses are worthy
of some consideration.

The pillar
At casual glance, a pillar may be plain or
beautiful, subtle or obvious —but regard-
less of the cosmetic appearance of a pillar,
its designer’s intent remains clear: a pillar
is that which first and foremost supports or
strengthens a building. It is not the appear-
ance of a pillar that is primary, rather it is a
pillar’s functional role that is in view in Timo-
thy. As Samson demonstrated so memorably,
absent pillars, a roof rapidly and discon-
certingly becomes a floor, and the building
ceases to function as designed or intended. In
Galatians 2:9, the pillars of an assembly are
described as those men who uphold the spiri-
tual structure of a local church and without
whom the work would effectively collapse.
Here in Timothy, Paul says that not simply
the leadership, but the church itself is the
pillar of truth; the church upholds the truth.
Note first this exclusive claim: Paul does not
say that the church is simply one of many pil-
lars that uphold the structure of a truth; he
does not say it is the most important propo-
nent of a truth; rather he says it is the pillar—
the only one—of the truth. No other part of
society will uphold God’s truth; so, if local
churches do not fulfill their God-ordained
function, the world will become immeasur-
ably darker. This is one of many reasons why
a local church which willingly or unwittingly
abdicates a role as herald of the truth has
lost something absolutely fundamental and
unspeakably precious.
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PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH continued

The first role for the church, then, is a role of
publicly lifting up the truth God has provided:
God’s revealed truth should be set high upon a
pillar in each local gathering. The church is to be
occupied in preaching, teaching, reading, memo-
rizing, and meditating upon God’s Word as a
primary responsibility. Every local church is to
be occupied in the retention and transmission of
truth at the expense of all comfort, all programs,
and all popularity; for a pillar that ceases to hold
up that which it was designed to support is a pil-
lar no more. In Paul’s charge to the elders in Acts
20:27, he says most tellingly, “I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of God”; and, in
so saying, he charges them to follow his example
within the local church.

The ground
Paul goes on to add a second image for consider-
ation: the church is not only the pillar of truth,
but also the ground of truth. The church in its
role as a pillar ascends to lift the truth high
for all to see, and proclaims the truth. But the
church also must humbly descend to the lowest
point and undergird the truth in service; this is
the local church’s role not in proclamation but
in practice. Third John 1:4 is an expression of
God’s heart as well as John's: “I have no greater joy
than to hear that my children walk in truth.” Many
are those who would gladly teach a truth that
costs them nothing; but God is not looking for a
local church that offers mere vocal assent to the
truth, rather He seeks those who will worship
in spirit and in truth. In a properly function-
ing local church, the truth is not only heard but
also applied with consistency by the congrega-
tion under the guidance of wise leadership; the
local church should be the place where teaching
always finds application. The lost who are led by
the Spirit of God will often respond initially to
a truth clearly proclaimed; but it is after seeing
truth consistently applied that they will remain
and grow as part of a healthy local work.

In our day, perhaps it seems increasingly dif-
ficult to fulfill the dual role God has given the
local church—that of lifting up and applying

the truth. External pressures mount to compro-
mise clear teaching; and pressures from govern-
ment, society, and the media to alter church
order will not diminish in the days ahead. But
worse still, Paul spoke of a day when grievous
wolves would enter in (Acts 20:28-29). Paul’s
answer then to the elders was a watchful eye and
consistent feeding of the flock with the truth.
While it is not possible to know in advance all
the various lies that the wickedness of men’s
hearts inspired by the enemy will devise in

the days to come, it is possible to feed the local
church fully on the one truth it has available in
order to encourage within the flock a mature
discernment of any conceivable error. It is still
possible by the grace of God to apply with all
diligence the things we have learned inside the
local church. If we are willing to fulfill our God-
given role, it is possible to stave off the decline
that sometimes seems imminent.

Proverbs 23:23s “buy the truth
and sell it not” reminds us that the
truth is a commodity which is
above any measurable value. We
must understand that there is no
compromise we can make today
within the local church—perhaps
to preserve a false peace or to
induce a growth in numbers—that
will ultimately prove to have been
worth the cost of the loss of truth.
The truth is the church’s flag, her
purpose, and her protection.

We would be remiss if we did

not pause for a moment to con-

sider the One who said, “I am the truth” as our Pressures from

chief example. Our Lord Jesus did not simply government,
teach the truth—though he certainly spoke society, and
it—He embodied it fully in every way. In addi- the media to
tion to speaking His Father’s words (Jn. 14:10), alter church
He could say without any trace of irony or hyper- .

bole “I do always those things that please Him” (Jn. glr:ﬁ:“‘lsv;]l Iirll“t):]e
8:29). The church in following its Sovereign has days ahead

a dual responsibility as the pillar and ground
of that truth; it must speak and apply the truth
with great devotion, as He faithfully did. €
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clROWING AND MUI.TIPI.YING by Chet Plimpton

The Oppressed Church

“In a very

real sense,

the church was
restricted to
prayer—it
was all they
could do.”

ver since Pentecost, the church has been

oppressed in some place and in some

measure. In fact, it is said that in the
20th century more Christians have died for
their faith than in the previous 19 centuries
combined. Acts 12 gives us insight into the
persecuted church.

“Now about that time Herod the king stretched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And
he killed James the brother of John with the sword.
And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he pro-
ceeded further to take Peter also” (Acts 12:2f).

After the apostle Paul was converted, the

church enjoyed a measure of rest from perse-
cution. But in Acts 12, the political climate of
the day changed, and trouble and persecution
once again fell on the church. It all happened
when Herod, seeking political advantage,
killed James and because he saw it pleased the
Jews, arrested Peter, without doubt intending
to kill him, too.

This Herod Agrippa came from a long
line of vile, malicious despots. His grandfa-
ther was Herod the Great who murdered the
children in and around Bethlehem after the
birth of Christ. His uncle was Herod Anti-
pas who beheaded John the Baptist. Herod
Agrippa wanted Peter kept securely in
prison during the Passover week because he
fully intended to gain more political advan-
tage by bringing him to trial and putting
him to death before the Jews. Herod was
also worried. He knew well that the power-
ful Roman rule had a disturbing history of
not being able to restrain the followers of
Jesus; so Herod had sixteen soldiers assigned
to guard Peter, four at a time, with two chained
to Peter—one on each side—and two watching

at the door. This was maximum security in that
day. How could anyone hope to escape?

“..but prayer was made without ceasing of the
church unto God for him” (Acts 12:5).

Peter knew what had happened to James,
and he could only imagine a similar fate
awaiting him in the morning. Yet, in spite
of this, we find Peter sleeping between the
two soldiers! How could he possibly sleep? It
might be said that he was probably exhausted,
but there is more to it than that. We read, “So
Peter was kept in prison, but prayer was made
without ceasing by the church,” meaning that
their prayers were earnest and fervent. When
was the last time I prayed with such intensity
and urgency for other believers?

In a very real sense, the church was
restricted to prayer—it was all they could
do. They could not make phone calls to their
senators or congressmen, and they could not
organize any kind of protest campaigns. We
don’t know what they asked God for or what
they may have believed would happen, but we
do know God acted!

“And when Peter was come to himself, he said,

‘Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent
His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of
Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of
the Jews” (Acts 12:11).

We perhaps associate God’s faithfulness
with preventing any physical harm from com-
ing to us, and we do indeed have accounts of
times when God protected his servants from
physical harm, as in the case of Daniel who
spent an entire night with hungry lions and
came out the next morning without a scratch.
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THE OPPRESSED CHURCH continued

But we also have many accounts of God’s
servants who were not spared, such as John the
Baptist, James, and those believers in Hebrews
11:36-38. The faithfulness of God goes far
beyond preventing bad things from happening
to us. He has promised to be with us (Heb. 13:5)
and to supply His grace for whatever need we
have (2 Cor. 12:9).

It is wonderfully obvious that all of Herod’s
power was really nothing at all. Peter’s chains
just fell off his wrists at the nudge of the angel. If
the guards were awake, they never heard a noise,
saw the light, or noticed anything unusual hap-
pening. The final iron gate opened by itself and
Peter walked into the city a free man.

It is significant that Peter didn’t know that
God had sent His angel to set him free until he
had gone through the iron gate and down the
first street. The same kind of thing happened to
the church, gathered to spend the night praying
for Peter. The application to us is that, like Peter
and like the church, we aren’t always aware that
God is presently doing great things for us. We
may not become conscious of what He has done
for us until hours, days, weeks, months, or even
years later. Sometimes, we are so taken up with
the immediate crisis before us that we fail to rec-
ognize the hand of God at work in our lives and
in our situation.

“He was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost”
(Acts 12:23).

It was undoubtedly a blow to King Herod that
Peter had escaped. Herod couldn’t or wouldn’t
entertain the thought of a sovereign God who
rules in the affairs of men. This is the weakness
of godless, unbelieving rulers. There is a trail of
dead and dying despots and world rulers who
have made the same error in judgment.

Being upset and angry, Herod went down to
Caesarea to nurse his wounds. While there, Herod
appeared before ambassadors of Tyre and Sidon
to make a speech. This wasn't the first time or
the last time that people ascribed more glory to
earthly rulers than they should. They said, “It is

the voice of a god, and not man,” and it was not
the first or the last time that foolish earthly rulers
received that glory without humbly directing the
people’s praise and worship to God. But it was the
last time Herod did it.

What follows depicts the end of all earthly rul-
ers who reject the rule of almighty God and resist
the advance of the gospel of Christ. For Herod, the
end came quickly and was agonizingly painful.
He was eaten of worms and died. Does the world
contain us, or do we transcend the world through
the One who loved us and gave Himself for us?

In sharp contrast with the horrible finish of
Herod, Luke, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
follows up his account with these words: “But the
Word of God grew and multiplied”
(Acts 12:24). This is the only possi-
ble outcome for the Word of God.
Should you ever wonder if
investing your life for the spread
of the Word and the gospel is
worth whatever sacrifice you are
called on to make and whatever
suffering and persecution by men
you are called on to bear, remem-
ber this passage! Herod only
reigned about seven years and
had his moment in the spotlight.
There have been tyrants that have
ruled for shorter periods and
tyrants that have ruled for longer
periods, but in the end, the worm
has found them all.
On the other hand, the Word
of God keeps growing and multiplying in the
hearts of men and women, and the end result
is eternal life. Herod’s grandfather, Herod the
Great, opposed the plan of God to send His
Son Jesus Christ to die for sinners; and Herod
Agrippa opposed God’s plan to send His church
to declare the gospel message to all the peoples
of the world, but in spite of them and thousands
of wicked men like them, the Word of God is
prevailing and the gospel is being preached.

The Word of God
keeps growing

and multiplying
in the hearts

of men and
women, and
the end result is
eternal life.
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FINALLY, BRETHREN by Jabe Nicholson

She now has a new
name in heaven,
For “Shorty” would
never do there!
Nothing short,
small, or sparse in
that country

That the Master has
gone to prepare.
With “unsearchable
riches in glory”
And unspeakable
joys bright and fair;
But today what
makes heaven

s0 precious

Is that Jesus—

and Shorty—

are there!

from a poem written
for her funeral

As Unknown, And Yet...

the last census was 87. Southeast of Needham is Toxey (pop. 135) and a little farther
south is Gilbertown (locally pronounced Gibbertown) with 167 inhabitants. The big
city near Needham is Butler, 16 miles northeast (pop. 1,692). You get the idea.

James and Lavon—always called “Shorty” by her friends—Bonner have lived all their
lives in Needham. There are plenty of Bonners (close or distant relatives) up and down the
side roads in these parts. James’ house is on Bonner Town Road. You get the idea.

James and Shorty grew up attending church. They knew the Bible stories and the hymns.
But they didn’t know Christ as their personal Savior. It wasn't until they were young parents
that they heard the sweet strains of the gospel and put their trust in the Lord Jesus. Their
faith was simple, real and practical and the Bonners wanted to live just to please Him.

In due time the Lord led them to leave their denominational association and to meet
simply around the Lord Jesus. A small group of believers began to gather in Needham and
eventually a lovely building was erected for that purpose. And although James and Shorty
had business and family responsibilities, they threw themselves into that work with all their
hearts. I daresay over the last 40 years they have tried every God-honoring tactic they could
think of, to share the gospel and seek to build up the work there. But the assembly grew
little numerically over the years. Needham is a place you generally move from, not to. And
James often wondered aloud to me if they were making any impact on the community at all.

Wherever there were any in the Deep South seeking to pattern their gatherings after the
New Testament, sooner or later you'd see James and Shorty. Whatever the need, they would
show up with tools, or a checkbook, or a word of encouragement. Those words that Paul
loved to use—"fellowsoldiers,” “fellowlaborers,” “fellowheirs”—could be said of them.

Not many weeks ago, they had just finished a stint of cooking and helping at Deep South
Bible Camp, near Picayune, MS. As they packed up, Shorty told James she had a headache.
Within thirty minutes an aneurysm exploded deep in her brain and the Lord took her. She
was just 66. I was in the south at the time and was privileged to have a part in her funeral. I
was able to tell the attendees, “Two things for sure: if you knew Shorty and she knew you, I
know she talked to you about God, and talked to God about you.” They knew it was true.

How many would you expect to see at a funeral in Choctaw County? I didn't make it to
the viewing on the Monday night, but when we arrived for the funeral 45 minutes early, it
was standing-room-only. The evening before, the line of people ringed the building twice
and stretched out to the road. Between 800 and 900 people came, one out of every 15 people
in the whole county! Of course this wasn't an ordinary funeral. Shorty was a princess.

Little impact in the community? We need to remember something that we are inclined
to forget: the form of the local church won't survive the Rapture. It is a means to an end.
Our desire should be to see “the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God...to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”
(Eph 4:12-13). Whether they identify with our assembly or not, by lifting up Christ in our
community, we link with the Spirit of God in drawing people not to us but to Him. €

According to the website www.city-data.com, the population of Needham, Alabama at

”
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MAGAZINE
If the outlook is dark, try the uplook.

The Greatest.

“For the church the greatest price was paid: the death of Christ;
The greatest honor was extended: to be co-regents with Christ;
The greatest intimacy was introduced: as the body and bride of Christ;
The greatest possibility was promised: likeness to Christ;

The greatest blessing was assured: eternity with Christ.

When He gave His word, it was to her;

When He gave His life, it was for her;

When He expressed His will,
it was that He might spend eternity with her.

The church was in His heart and mind and will

from before the foundation of the world and

shall be in His embrace forever.,” —AUTHOR UNKNOWN




