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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK by James Martin

Revive.” Literally, to live again. Life from death. The very word radiates hope. The Old 
Testament contains a record of several revivals among the people of God. There are 
certain elements common to all of them: the Lord’s people had turned away from 

Him, but the Lord raised up leaders to bring the people back to Himself.
The New Testament, however, gives us a little different slant on the concept. The root 

idea is the same, but the form of revival varies. This is partly due to the fact that the New 
Testament covers a relatively brief period of time. The people had just been “vived.” Most of 
them hadn’t had the time to get unvived yet, much less revived. Still, life from death lies at 
the heart of the New Testament.

Resurrection. Of all of the miracles of the Lord Jesus, we look upon the four resurrections 
He performed (Jairus’ daughter, the widow of Nain’s son, Lazarus, and—most wondrous 
of all—His own) as the pinnacles.  Curing illness is one thing. Conquering death is another 
matter. Or so we would think. Yet every time the One who is the Life met death, the result 
was the same: Life triumphed over death. The Lord entered into these scenes of ultimate 
sorrow and despair and transformed them into eternal beacons of hope and joy. Life from 
death. Revival. Yet, as glorious as the first three of those resurrections were, do we stop to 
consider that they are but illustrations of a greater revival?

You must be born again. What greater revival is there than when the Lord takes men, women, 
and children who are spiritually dead and infuses them with spiritual life? This is absolutely 
essential (hence the word “must”) for “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(Jn. 3:3). Without spiritual life, physical life is empty and eternity is a horror. Once again, 
Christ is the only source of revival. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord” (Ac. 3:19).

Which brings us to the Last Revival. Peter’s revival message doesn’t end at verse 19. He goes 
on to say, “And He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all things” (Ac. 3:20f). These verses don’t look back 
at the historical resurrections performed by the Lord, nor at the current need for spiritual 
rebirth, but forward to the return of Christ. We understand that, in their context, they refer 
to Israel’s hope at Christ’s second coming. But don’t they also remind us of our great hope?

“Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible…Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:51-54) 

Life from death. We read of past revivals, and perhaps we wish we had experienced 
them. Certainly we would love to see revival in the church today. But we can take comfort in 
this: regardless of what else is on the agenda, the Lord has one last revival planned for His 
people. It won’t be localized. It won’t be temporary. It will span 
heaven and earth and stretch across time and into eternity. 
And not one of us will miss it.

The Last Revival
Do we find revival in the New Testament?

“
A genuine revival 
without joy in 
the Lord is as 
impossible as 
spring without 
flowers, or 
day-dawn 
without light. 

C. H. Spurgeon
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SCIENCE & YOU Visible creation showing the invisible God

In the Beginning…
Ask One who was there.

Francis Schaeffer begins his book on the rise and 
decline of modern Western thought and culture 
by considering ancient Rome and the Greek influ-

ences on its culture and thinking.1 Among these were 
the 4th century B.C. writings of 
the Greek philosopher Aristotle 
who believed that the earth was 
at the center of a universe made 
of concentric crystalline spheres. 
He also believed that the universe 
was eternal and uncreated, a con-
cept later disputed by Christian 
and Jewish philosophers because 
of the first three words of Gen-
esis: “In the beginning…”

For a thousand years after the 
birth, death, and resurrection 
of Christ, Christian, Jewish, and 
even Muslim scholars argued from logic and mathemat-
ics that the universe was not eternal but, in fact, had a 
beginning and that beginning was proof that a tran-
scendent Creator God existed. The argument from logic 
can be stated as follows: Whatever begins to exist has a 
cause that brings it into being, and, since the universe 
began to exist, the universe is therefore not eternal but 
had a cause outside of itself.2 But those who accepted the 
testimony of the book of Genesis had known for a thou-
sand years before Aristotle that the universe had both 
a beginning and a Beginner. Ironically, the Christian 
philosopher Thomas Aquinas, in the 13th century A.D., 
accepted Aristotle’s view of an eternal universe even as 
he sought to prove the existence of God based, in part, 
on the need for a “first efficient cause.”

The belief that matter, energy, and the universe 
were uncreated persisted through the development 
of modern science and on into the early 20th century. 
But by then both theory and observational evidence 
suggested the universe had a definite beginning.  For 
example, William Thomson (Lord Kelvin) and others 

developed the First and Second Laws of Thermody-
namics, which state that matter and energy cannot be 
created or destroyed (the First Law) but only changed 
in quality (the Second Law) by energy becoming less 

useful for mechanical and 
biological work (increased 
entropy). Together, these two 
laws predict the universe had 
a beginning at some point in 
time past, when all energy was 
useful energy. What they do 
not explain is where the energy 
came from originally. In 1929, 
astronomer Edwin Hubble 
observed light from distant 
stars was “red-shifted.” This 
suggested they were moving 
away from us and the universe 

was expanding. We are told that such an expansion or 
explosion would have started from an infinitely dense, 
hot kernel at some time in the past. But where did the 
kernel come from?

Today, almost one hundred years later, the weight 
of theory and observation has produced a cautious, 
uneasy acceptance by many scientists that the uni-
verse is not eternal but did have a beginning. They are 
uneasy because if the 3500-year-old biblical statement 
“In the beginning…” was correct long before science 
came to the conclusion of a beginning, then perhaps 
the next phrase—“God created”—requires their  
attention as well.

� —Michael G. Windheuser, Ph.D.

1 F.A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1996).

2 W.L. Craig, God, Are You There? (Norcross, GA: Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries, 1999).

…those who accepted the 
testimony of the book of  
Genesis had known for a 
thousand years before  
Aristotle that the universe 
had both a beginning and  
a Beginner.

NASA, H.-J. Yan, R. Windhorst and S. Cohen (Arizona State University)
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FRONT LINES Pray around the world; praise around the clock

Online Assembly Resources
Three web sites that aim to assist Christians

WOMEN’S RETREAT IN NJ
A “meat of the Word” study in Mark, 
hosted by Bethany Chapel, Toms River, 
NJ will be held at America’s Keswick in 
Whiting, NJ from dinner Friday to din-
ner Saturday, Nov 2-3. The Lord’s mes-
senger is expected to be Keith Keyser. 
Contact: Greg Kuras 732-920-7191.

WORD ALIVE SE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Alan Gamble (Scotland) will lead a 
conversational Bible reading on Gala-
tians at Camp Hope, Dahlonega, GA, 
Tuesday through Friday, Nov 6-9. Come 
having studied Galatians and be ready 
to participate. Cost: $ 75. Contact:   
Sam Thorpe 706-359-6297 
email: sambarb@nu-z.net

10th ANNUAL SUDBURY YOUTH CONF.
Sudbury Bible fellowship plans to 
hold its 10th annual youth conference 
Nov 9-11. Jabe Nicholson (MI) is the 
planned speaker. Contact: Dave Duffy 
ph: 705-562-3970 email:  
sudburyyouthconference@gmail.com
www.sudburyyouthconference.com

FATHER/SON RETREAT AT IROQUOINA
It’s time again for the annual father/son 
retreat at Camp Iroquoina Nov 9-11. 

Mark your calendars for a great week-
end with Jim VanDuzer as the speaker. 
As usual, be prepared for the unusual 
when it comes to the activities led by Jay 
Allen and company. Contact:  
Mark Thomas ph: 570-967-2577

LOUISIANA FALL CONFERENCE
The Fall Bible Conference at Southside 
Bible Chapel, Lafayette, LA is scheduled 
for Nov 10-11. The expected speaker is 
Mike Attwood (GA). Meals will be pro-
vided at the chapel. Contact: William 
O. Walker, 103 Robert Drive, Lafayette, 
LA 70506-3241 ph: 337-232-6577 
email: wowalker@bellsouth.net

WORD ALIVE SE STUDY PROGRAM
Studies will be held on the following 
Saturdays at Washington Chapel,  
808 E. Robert Toombs Ave, Washing-
ton, GA. Scheduled times are 9:00 am 
- 3:00 pm and lunch will be provided.
Nov 10	 Alan Gamble	 Leadership
Dec 8	 Rex Trogden	 Joshua Part 5
Contact: Mike Attwood 706-678-3180  
or email: saved2serve@mac.com

YORK, PA BIBLE STUDY
Now in its 18th year, the study meets 
at the North York Gospel Chapel, York, 

PA on the 2nd Saturday of the month 
Sep - May from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
with lunch provided. Nov 10: 1 Cor-
inthians with Steve Hulshizer, Dec 8: 
Colossians with Tom Irwin. Contact:  
Steve Hulshizer 717-308-2829 email: 
S.Hulshizer1@verizon.net

CREATION CONFERENCE
Living Waters Bible Camp in Westby, 
WI (near La Crosse) is hosting a 
Creation Conference Fri and Sat, Nov 
16-17. Buddy Davis from Answers 
in Genesis and Tim Chaffey from 
Midwest Apologetics will be the main 
speakers. This event is for indi-
viduals, families, school and church 
groups who desire to grow in their 
knowledge of the Lord and His cre-
ation. Additional seminars and pro-
grams for youth 4 -12 years old will 
also be available. Contact: Missy  
ph: 608-634-4373 web: www.lwbc.org

FALL CONFERENCE IN KANSAS
The Hutchinson Gospel Chapel Fall 
Conference will be held Nov 17-18 in 
Hutchinson, KS. The scheduled speaker 
is Tom Taylor (PA). Contact: Andrew 
Hawkinson 620-664-6496  
email: ahawkinson@ksbiblecamp.org

A secure and monitored mapping system is now available at www.assemblymap.com It provides directions and driv-
ing distances from any location to an assembly. When visitors click on your assembly, the information you supply 
becomes visible. Searches for assemblies within a certain distance of a location, or by a certain name are possible.

If your assembly has a program or project that you would like others to know about, share it at www.assemblynews.org  
If you have equipment or tools you’d like to make available to other believers, a camp or ministry has a job opening, or 
a sister sells head coverings, use this site. Information other than conferences and commendations can be put online 
here. This site is account protected and monitored by Assembly Care. Help a commended worker by purchasing health 
care through Samaritan Ministries and Assembly Care. For every 20 applicants that join, we can invite one commend-
ed worker with a pre-existing condition to join Samaritans. Visit www.assemblycare.org or call 850-391-2411.
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FRONT LINES continued

WINTER YOUTH RETREAT IN OHIO
The 49th Annual Winter Youth 
Retreat is being held in Toledo, OH 
from Dec 27-31. The theme this year 
is “Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Lis-
tening” and the cost is $245. Young 
people ages 16 and up are welcome 
to attend. Visit the web site at 
www.winteryouthretreat.org

SOUTHEASTERN WORKERS CONF.
The conference will be held in 
Lincolnton, GA Feb 18-20, 2008 at 
Lakeside Bible Chapel. Registration 
begins at 6:30 pm on Monday and the 
conference will conclude at noon on 
Wednesday. Speakers, will be Mike 
Attwood (GA), Warren Henderson 
(WI) and Steve Price (KS) minister-
ing on God’s letters to the seven 
churches of Revelation. Registration 
and information can be viewed at 
believersgospelchapel.org/sewcreg.htm 
or by contacting Ken Gross, 2328 
Laurel Lane, Augusta, GA 30904 to 
receive a registration form by mail.

COLLEGE & CAREERS IN AMES
A College and Career group will meet 
again this year at the Moore home at 
127 East Oneil Drive in Ames, IA. C&C 
serves young adults who have gradu-
ated from high school and are enrolled 
in a local school such as Iowa State Uni-
versity or are working in the area. Food, 
fun, Bible study and special events keep 
the group lively. Transportation is avail-
able both to C&C and to either of two 
assemblies. Contact: Bill Moore  
ph: 515-232-1167

MISSOURI FAMILY CAMPS
Ozark Family Camp hosts three 
separate weeks of family camp each 
year from late July to mid August at 
Turkey Hill Ranch Bible Camp. The 

camps are a great source of  
fellowship with other believers and 
spiritual encouragement. There is no 
set fee but rather it is provided on a 
donation basis. To receive a brochure 
and registration form in the spring, 
contact Dan Moffitt at 918-744-6484 
or email danmoffitt@sbcglobal.net 

HALTON HILLS BIBLE CHAPEL, ON
The Lord has led the saints of Hope-
dale Bible Chapel, Oakville Ontario, 
to encourage the starting of a new 
assembly in nearby Georgetown, a 
community of Halton Hills. To sup-
port this work, three elders moved out 
from Hopedale. Contact:  
Don MacMullen ph: 905-825-3893 
or Hanniel Ghezzi  
email: hannielghezzi@hotmail.com  
www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com

NAME CHANGE
Emmaus Bible Fellowship in Tal-
lahassee, FL has changed their name 
to Tallahassee Bible Chapel, meeting 
at 209 E. Brevard St. If any students 
or families are moving to the capital 
of Florida or attending Florida State 
University, please contact us via:  
www.tallahasseebiblechapel.com

COMMENDATION
The Christians at Grace Gospel 
Chapel, Oklahoma City OK have 
commended Matthew Renes to full 
time work at Turkey Hill Bible Camp. 
Matthew Renes, 13787 Maries Rd 
301, Vienna, MI 65582 email: 
matthew@turkeyhillranch.com

HOMECALL
Esteemed brother Clark McClelland, 
commended in 1945 and pre-deceased 
by his beloved wife Jean in 2003, was 
called Home on Sep 15, 2007. Brother 

McClelland was a gentle servant of the 
Lord who faithfully preached the gospel 
and encouraged believers, especially 
in small, out-of-the-way assemblies in 
the U.S., Ontario and the Atlantic prov-
inces. He was able to preach the Gospel 
until the very day of his Home call. 
Clark was a great man of prayer and 
will be missed by all who knew him. 
For him to live was Christ (Phil.1:21).

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Emmanuel Bible Camp in PEI, Canada 
is looking to the Lord for a camp 
manager for the upcoming camp 
season. Fifty-four years in present-
ing the gospel to boys and girls in 
the area, Emmanuel continues to 
emphasize Christ in all its ministry. 
Contact: Grant Canfield by email: 
gandscanfield@pei.sympatico.ca

Lakeside Bible Camp, Clinton, WA, is 
looking to fill the position of Direc-
tor of Camp Ministries. This person 
is responsible for shepherding over-
sight of the spiritual ministries of the 
camp, including evangelistic youth 
camps, family camps, and senior 
camps, as well as a variety of retreats 
for various age groups. Contact: 
Marty Hughes, 12422 8th Ave S, 
Seattle WA 98168 ph: 206-242-6925 
email: Martin.Hughes@wamu.net

Parkside Ranch, located in Orford
Quebec, Canada has a need for a full
time cook, (single or couple). The 
cook position includes 8 weeks of 
summer camps with weekend and 
weekly groups during the year and 
the responsibility of ordering food. 
web: www.parksideranch.com
email: registrar@parksideranch.com
Fax to: 819-868-6730
c/o Mr. Dean Somers, President

Clark McClelland
July 4, 1916 - Sept. 15, 2007
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Revival” is a word too often used casually, 
without thought as to its true meaning 
and impact. A revival is not something 

that is conjured up at a routine meeting of the 
local elders. A revival is not something that 
usually comes with the arrival of some great 
or popular preacher. Man creates events; God 
is at work in revivals. A true revival begins 
with a conscious turning back to God: back to 
His ways; back to His Word. Since true revival 
is a work of the Lord Himself, those involved 
must be walking in fellowship with Him. 
As the word “revival” implies, it is a work of 
renewal, of recovery, of fresh dedication, of 
divinely inspired effort. Revival is not cheap; 
it is costly. It is experienced only by those 
willing to pay the price.

The Book of Malachi describes 
for us a condition of tremendous 
spiritual disrepair. Israel was rob-
bing God, without having any 
awareness of doing so. They were 
offering on God’s altar—in wor-
ship, supposedly—that which was 
polluted. They were giving the 
blemished beasts to the Lord for 
a sacrifice rather than reserving 
the best for Him. In chapter 3:1-
10, the Lord outlines the costly 
road to recovery. He speaks of 
three primary issues that must 
be addressed: the cleansing that 

leads back to true worship, the exercise of 
judgment against evil, and the matter of 
tithes—that which God’s people are willing 
to give to Him. The Lord requires cleansing 
and renewal before His presence and power in 
revival can be freshly enjoyed. He says (v. 18) 
that when the cleansing and restoring has 
been accomplished—and only then—Israel 

will return to the Lord. Only then can His 
people discern between the righteous and the 
wicked, between those who truly serve God 
and those who do not.

The New Testament Malachi 
Malachi describes the Laodicea of the Old 
Testament. The Lord Jesus told Laodicea of 
its true condition: wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked (Rev. 3:17-18). Remember, 
this was not how the Laodicean church saw 
itself. Rather, this was their true condition as 
God discerned it. Then He set before them the 
cost of revival saying, “I counsel thee to buy of 
Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; 
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, 
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see” (v. 18).

This process is costly to the flesh. The 
payment of a high price is required because 
values of great worth must be reclaimed. 
For many of us, these values have been lost, 
and God requires that they be restored. The 
common idea is that a revival is an occasion 
when many people are brought together and 
give at least temporary assent to a message 
from God. A revival is thought to be a time 
when many souls are saved or restored to 
the Lord. Indeed, when this happens, it is a 
revival. However, God calls for a restoration 
to Himself before true revival occurs. That is 
the costly part. 

The Lord called on Laodicea to buy fire-
refined gold. This speaks of the recovery of 
the rich virtue of true worship. They also 
needed to purchase white raiment to cover 
their nakedness. Nakedness speaks of evil 
that is exposed to the holy eye of God. It 
must be covered with the stainless virtue of 

The author links 
God’s closing 
words in the OT 
to Malachi and 
the Lord’s words 
to the Laodicean 
church in 
Revelation 3, 
drawing practi-
cal steps to true 
revival.

COUNT THE COST by Doug Kazen

The Price of Revival
How much is it worth to us?
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The matter, 
then, comes 
down to the 
question of 
whether we are 
willing to pay 
the price of  
true revival.

true righteousness. Eye salve must be applied 
to restore clarity of vision. Laodicea was a smug 
church, blind to its true condition. They didn’t 
know how God saw them. The restoration of 
clear vision would not reveal a pretty sight, but it 
would enable them to see as God sees. And that 
clear vision is what the church must have if there 
will ever be true revival.

Three costs 
The costly road to revival, as outlined for Israel 
in Malachi 3, is remarkably similar to the costly 
road to revival as presented to the present-day 
New Testament Church, and as described for 
Laodicea. We have already noted that in Malachi 
3, the first ten verses outline three great steps to 
revival. God would not return, as mentioned in 
verse 18, until the price had first been paid, in 
three distinct parts.

At the beginning of the chapter, the Lord 
said that His messenger would prepare the 
way before Him. He would suddenly come to 
the Lord’s temple. The temple, of course, is the 
house of God. It is where He dwells, where His 
name is honored. It is the place of worship. It 
had to be cleansed. Therefore, He would come 
upon it like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 
In the day of the Lord’s earthly ministry, He 
cleansed His father’s temple. That cleansing is 
found to be repeatedly necessary in Scripture 
because the Lord will dwell only in the place of 
holiness and purity. Worship that is tainted with 
the impure is not acceptable. And it is a prin-
ciple of Scripture that worship precedes service, 
and true service is requisite to revival. Christians 
who are not worshipping in truth and purity, 
and Christians who are lazy in their service, will 
never see true restoration. 

In verse five, the Lord declares that He will 
come to Israel for judgment. He will be swift in 
His action (suggesting that He is energetic in His 
judgment). Sorcerers, adulterers, false swearers, 
those that oppress the hireling, those that turn 
aside the stranger from that which is right, and 
those that fear not the Lord, shall all be judged 
with the swift witness of God Himself against 

that which is evil. The purpose of judgment, 
again, is to cleanse. It is intended to purify tes-
timony. It is intended to restore the one or ones 
who are judged. It is a necessary prelude to resto-
ration and revival. 

The third step pronounced upon Israel for 
revival was to bring their tithes into God’s 
storehouse. By bringing to God that which He 
deserved, they would prove Him afresh. If they 
took the first step, giving to the Lord his due, 
He would prove faithful in return. He would 
then open the windows of heaven and pour out 
upon them a blessing so great that there would 
not be room enough to receive it. When was the 
last time we saw revival on that magnitude? Has 
God changed? No, but we must give first to Him 
that which is His due. Our first thought may 
be that this exhortation touches our financial 
resources. It does; but much more. He reminds 
us in Romans 12 to present 
our bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable unto 
God. This is declared to be 
only our reasonable service. 
Without such giving, there 
cannot be real revival. 

The matter, then, comes 
down to the question of 
whether we are willing to 
pay the price of true revival. 
We need to search our own 
souls carefully, asking ourselves if we really are 
willing. Are we ready to be judged and purged 
of sin and wayward habits? Are we ready to be 
shown afresh the realities of true worship of the 
Lord? Are we ready, even, to yield our bodies 
a living sacrifice onto Him, which—again—is 
only reasonable service? If we are not willing to 
pay the great and exacting price of revival, we 
shall not see it. We, in our carnal condition, are 
ourselves the greatest hindrance of revival. Our 
motives, our values, our fleshly tendencies…all 
must be judged in the light of God’s holiness. 
Personal pride and ecclesiastical arrogance must 
be judged and swept away. We must be ready to 
pay the price or revival will not come.    

THE PRICE OF REVIVAL continued
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Blue Chip Investments
Will the younger generation support commended workers?

The question that motivated this article is whether 
assembly believers now in their twenties and thir-
ties will continue to support commended workers 

as previous generations did. But we might also ask 
whether assemblies have been as diligent in training 
the saints to support commended 
workers as they have been in 
insisting that Scripture teaches 
workers to not solicit funds. Are 
the majority of young believers in 
North American assemblies giv-
ing regularly as individuals to the 
Lord’s servants? If not, who is?

We begin this article by draw-
ing your attention to one of the 
many patterns in the book of 
Judges. It can be found by observ-
ing the verses that mention the 
behavior of new generations of Israelites born dur-
ing times of peace. When Israel was oppressed by the 
enemy because of her sins, she cried to the Lord and 
received gracious deliverance through a judge. The land 
experienced peace for a number of decades. Then, after 
some time, the grandchildren or great grandchildren, 
having never come to grips with God or His judgments, 
abandoned Him for pagan pleasures. Some have called 
this group of Israelites “the third generation” because 
it was the third generation out of Egypt that was first 
described as one that did not know the Lord.

Are we in the third generation?
One could argue that this author’s generation—believ-
ers in their late 20’s and early 30’s—have something in 
common with the “third generation” found in Judges. 
Most of the great missionaries and evangelists of repute 
have gone on to Glory. Our parents and grandparents 
sat at their feet, but this generation never knew them 
personally. This generation has been called, in large 
part, to maintain assemblies they did not plant and 
hold fast to practices they never knew in the liberating 

way a convert from religious error would know them. 
Furthermore, like the constant lure of Canaanite ways, 
a hallmark of Western society today is the appearance 
of wave after wave of pleasurable distractions, hitherto 
unknown at such a level. Where once crowds filled con-

ferences and open air meetings, 
today an assembly does well to 
even have a Sunday night gather-
ing. Many of this generation are 
tempted to quote with Gideon, 
“…Oh my lord, if the Lord be with 
us…where be all His miracles which 
our fathers told us of…” (Jdg. 6:13).

What then does all this have to 
do with the support of commend-
ed workers by twenty- and thirty-
year-olds in assembly fellowship? 
Simply this. A chief reason for the 

sad cycle in Judges was that somewhere between the pass-
ing of one generation and the arrival of the next, God’s 
Word was abandoned. In some cases, all knowledge of the 
Lord was lost. The finger of blame is quickly leveled at the 
younger generation. Right as this is, Scripture lays equal 
responsibility on the shoulders of the older generation. 
Like Paul’s injunction to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2, there 
is a command to “commit these things” and not simply a 
need for “faithful brethren” to whom such things can be 
committed. The question is, what qualifies as honest and 
earnest “committing” and what falls short? Does Scrip-
ture give any hint as to how truth can be committed, not 
simply mentioned?

Deliberate, repetitive, meaningful
The plea of this article is that if assemblies wish to see 
certain scriptural practices carried on by successive gen-
erations, something deliberate, something meaningful, 
and something repetitive must be done to develop an 
ownership of those practices within the new generation. 
They must develop a commitment to, and not a mere 
knowledge of, them.

A major factor in addressing the 
lack of giving to commended 
workers may be in first helping 
the saints to meet, learn of, care 
about, pray for, and communicate 
with those workers.

DARE TO THINK Love God with your mind
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What is being 
done to help the 
next generation 
connect with 
commended 
workers, love 
them, and  
understand their  
passion for  
the lost? 

It is the author’s conviction that more than 
random reminders from the pulpit are required 
if we intend to motivate this generation of believ-
ers to cut time out of graduate degrees, jobs, and 
new families to devote it to this kind of care. More 
than a bulletin board with pictures of missionar-
ies may be required to elicit young volunteers to 
engage in regular, prayerful care for, and commu-
nication with, commended workers.

Before proceeding further, I ask the reader 
to take out a Bible and turn to a few scriptures 
which demonstrate that ideas like “deliberate, 
meaningful, and repetitive” are clearly set forth 
by the Spirit when it comes to instructing younger 
believers. Meditate on the following passages with 
the words actually written out on a piece of paper: 
Exodus 12:26-28; 13:4-10; Deuteronomy 6:4-7; the 
stone piles of Joshua 4:1-9; 8:32-35; the father and 
son dialogues of Proverbs 1-7; the object lessons 
our Lord Jesus used to teach His disciples; and 
Paul’s interactions with Timothy (see Acts 16:1-3; 
Php. 2:22; 2 Tim. 2). In each passage, something 
meaningful, repetitive, or very deliberate was 
done to communicate spiritual truth to the next 
generation. Doubtless it is easier to make the occa-
sional reminder from the pulpit (or frequent lam-
entation about decline), but who will employ the 
object lessons, the repetitions, or the understudy 
to ensure that truth is committed faithfully to a 
coming generation? 

Serving without seeing 
One difficulty that accompanies teaching 
believers to give is that giving tends to be done 
in secret. Most believers write checks and give 
gifts in a private manner. While this may be 
an application of Matthew 6:3, it also makes it 
hard for others to see and learn. Even though 
Christians may see money put into a box or 
bag on Sunday morning, it is often a mystery 
as to what is being given to. While this cannot 
always be the case, the believers in 1 Corinthi-
ans 16:1-6 probably knew where at least part 
of their giving was going. This brings us to the 
following issue, which is a natural aspect of 
human emotion. 

Giving follows knowing
We are asking the saints to support believers 
who, in many cases, they do not know, rarely 
hear from, and rarely think of. Recall that the 
Philippians, Thessalonians, and Corinthians 
(who’s examples we are encouraged to follow) 
were sending support to the man (Paul) who had 
planted their assembly and led many of them to 
Christ. They knew him intimately. To 
many in our assemblies, a commend-
ed worker is a postcard picture on the 
wall, a name on a report, or a speaker 
seen once every few years. A major 
factor in addressing the lack of giving 
to commended workers may be in 
first helping the saints to meet, learn 
of, care about, pray for, and com-
municate with those workers. Sad to 
say, even workers commended from a 
particular assembly may remain prac-
tical strangers to the believers from 
that assembly. This should not be.

Therefore, as we think about delib-
erate, repeated, and meaningful steps 
which could be taken to encourage the 
support of commended workers, we 
ought to ask an additional question: What is being 
done to help the next generation connect with 
commended workers, love them, and understand 
their passion for the lost? From this perspective, a 
lack of giving simply reflects an assembly’s failure 
to focus on missions and commended workers. 

Isn’t it exciting to imagine a new generation of 
saints regularly partnering in the gospel by sup-
porting commended workers? Imagine tens of 
thousands of believers investing in their brethren 
as eagerly and regularly as the world invests in 
stocks and real estate! Oh the blessings that would 
spring up in our assemblies as a result. Oh the 
spiritual growth! Oh the harvest!      		
			   —Jesse Gentile�

Here are a few web sites of mission organizations:  
USA: www.cmmlusa.org	
Canada: www.msc.on.ca  
England: www.echoes.org.uk

BLUE CHIP INVESTMENTS continued
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Josiah was the sixteenth king of Judah, 18 
generations from David. When he came 
to the throne, the northern kingdom of 

Israel had already been swept away by the 
Assyrians. His southern kingdom of Judah 
was not far from a similar judgment of the 
Lord. Judah had seen times of blessing under 
previous godly kings, but now idolatry was 
rampant and the house of the Lord was 
utterly neglected—it had been perverted by 
images and offerings to false gods; prostitutes 
were plying their trade within it (2 Ki. 23:7). 
Some in Israel were offering their children as 
human sacrifices (2 Ki. 23:10)! At this deplor-
able time, Josiah was made king. He was only 
eight years old (2 Chron. 34:1).

There were many logical and likely reasons 
that Josiah should fail. His age was an issue. 

As a child, he would be 
vulnerable, inexperienced, 
susceptible to evil influ-
ences. His family back-
ground was an issue. His 
father, Amon, had set no 
godly example. The evil 
society he grew up in was 
an issue. This child king 
seemingly did not stand a 
chance.

The godly of Josiah’s 
day must have felt despair 
as they surveyed the situa-

tion. It must have seemed a lost cause. We can 
also be guilty of that kind of despair. We look 
around and we cannot see a future. Evil seems 
to flourish unchecked. The service and work 
of God are neglected. Perhaps the faithful had 
huddled into their corners waiting—maybe 
even hoping—for God’s judgment to come. 
Perhaps we have become like them.

But God had other plans. He intended to 
turn the nation back to Himself. There would 
be one more great revival before the judg-
ment. It began so simply that we might almost 
miss it in the text. What was the catalyst? In 2 
Chronicles 34:3, we are told that, “in the eighth 
year of his reign, while he was still young, [Josiah] 
began to seek the God of his father David.”

Revival in his heart 
Josiah was 16 years old when his heart was 
awakened to his God. There are two words 
worth analyzing in the phrase, “He began to 
seek.” The word “began” in Hebrew literally 
conveys the idea of beginning to break open 
as if by a wedge. Those of you who have split 
firewood with an axe can grasp the meaning 
instantly. When the axe falls on the block in 
the right place, the block will open. Often it is 
just a slight opening, but once you’ve “found 
the seam” you know that if the next blow falls 
on the same place it will most likely split the 
block completely. God touched the seam in 
Josiah’s heart.

The word “seek” means to follow, walk 
after, pursue, or reach for. It is not a passive 
word. Josiah did not simply fall into a godly 
pattern of living. He followed after, pursued, 
and searched for the Lord. What did that 
consist of? We don’t know all the details of 
his seeking. Judging from the balance of the 
story, he did not have the Scriptures to read (2 
Chron. 34:14-16). But, undoubtedly, he prayed.

One key ingredient in revival is prayer, but 
not just saying prayers of idle words. Empty 
prayers are not driven by a passion for Him, 
nor empowered by the Holy Spirit. Is it pos-
sible that we have become guilty of the “vain 
repetitions” and “many words” which Jesus 
condemned in His instruction on prayer 

[God] intended 
to turn the 
nation back to 
Himself. There 
would be one 
more great 
revival before 
the judgment.

HOW TO BEGIN by Gerry Libby

The Revival of Josiah
Renewing our commitment to God
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(Mt. 6:7)? Have we missed the point that real praying is 
about seeking and hungering and thirsting after God? 
It is about communing with Him in His holy presence. 
It is about pleading with Him to affect our own hearts 
first, and then the hearts of others.

So whatever else Josiah’s seeking involved, it must 
have included genuine, sincere prayer. The result was a 
transformation of his life which changed his nation. 2 
Chronicles 34:3 tells us that, “in the twelfth year, he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem.”

Revival in his nation 
It took four years before the seeking led to such out-
ward, tangible action, and it is no coincidence that the 
first effect was purging. The word means to cleanse, 
purify, or make clean. The result of drawing closer to 
God is that the Holy Spirit points to impure conduct, 
words, and motives, and we are compelled by Him to 
be rid of them. This process of practical sanctification 
cannot be effected by any external regulation. It is the 
Spirit within us that produces spiritual fruit (Gal. 5:22-
23). We do not “clean up our act” and then expect God 
to appear. We must seek Him first; when we do so sin-
cerely, God will direct the clean-up.

Josiah’s purge was extensive and severe: “They broke 
down the altars of the Baals in his presence…the wooden 
images, the carved images, and the molded images he broke in 
pieces, and made dust of them…He also burned the bones of 
the priests on the altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem” 
(2 Chron. 34:4f). Sin had to be confronted and uprooted. 
If we expect God to work, we will need to confront and 
remove the sin in our lives. Honesty, transparency, and 
confession will be necessary.

Once the evil had been put away, it was time to repair 
the house of the Lord. The temple was of prime signifi-
cance to the people: it was the place where God met with 
them. That meeting place had been neglected and Josiah 
saw to it that it was repaired. In the process, they found 
the Book of the Law of the Lord (2 Chron. 34:14). How 
desperate was the state of God’s people that the Book 
had been lost!

There are many practical applications for us in these 
events. Has our meeting place with God fallen into disre-
pair? That is, do we neglect daily time with God in prayer 
and the Word? Can we expect God to work if we neglect 
meeting with Him?

Are we neglecting our corporate meeting place, the 
local church? The building is not the issue; the spiritual 
health of the assembly is. Are we, “ forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together”? Are we withholding in our 
giving to the Lord? Are we uninvolved, leaving the bur-
den to a few? May God stir us to repair the house.

Then there is the Book. It is not a coincidence that the 
Book was found when they began to repair. It had been 
lost out of neglect. We may have dozens of Bibles, books, 
and CD’s of great Bible teaching, but we may have lost the 
Book through neglect of reading it, meditating on it, and, 
most importantly, practicing it.

When Josiah, “ heard the words of the Law…he tore his 
clothes” (2 Chron. 34:19). He was convicted by Word of 
God. The issue was that, “our fathers have not kept the 
Word of the Lord, to do according to all that is written.” 
Josiah was convicted of the need to put God’s Word into 
practice. May it be so in our lives. For Josiah, the most 
notable response was the reinstatement of the Passover. 
So sincere were the Lord’s people that 2 Chronicles 
35:18 tells us that, “there had been no Passover kept in 
Israel like that since the days of Samuel the prophet; and 
none of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah 
kept.” With the shadow of God’s judgment looming, the 
people were restored to obedience and service in a way 
unparalleled through most of their history. Who would 
ever have thought that such a thing was possible? But 
God is able!

Bring the revival in our hearts, Lord Jesus! Like Josiah, 
may we seek God afresh. May His Spirit purge the idola-
try and sin from our lives. May we repair our meeting 
place with God and find the Book again. May we do what 
He commands, living out what we believe. May we do 
this for Him and for Him alone! And, if so, the fire of 
revival may touch us and those around us.     

THE REVIVAL OF JOSIAH continued
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The Post-exilic Revivals (part 1 of 2)
There is a way back to God.

For 70 years, the tribe of Judah languished 
in Babylon under the disciplinary hand 
of God. But the Lord had prescribed the 

limits of the captivity through Jeremiah, who 
wrote, “And this whole land shall be a desolation, 
and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years” (Jer. 25:11). 
Faithful to His Word, when the seventy years 
were accomplished, God set events in motion 
to restore His people to their own land.

The exile in Babylon had taken place in 
three distinct phases, as Nebuchadnezzar 
returned time and again to take more captives 
to Babylon. Likewise the return of the exiles 
from Babylon took place in three distinct 
phases. (See chart on page 14.)

1. The return under Zerubbabel
2. The return under Ezra
3. The return under Nehemiah

Common factors 
Several elements are 
seen in these returns. 
Firstly, the returns 
were initiated and 
supported by Gentile 
kings. The return 
under Zerubbabel was 
initiated by Cyrus, 
and the returns under 
Ezra and Nehemiah 
were encouraged and 
supported by Artax-
erxes, king of Persia.

Secondly, in the 
returns led by Zerubbabel and Ezra, there is a 
meticulous register of the names of those who 
volunteered to return to Jerusalem and a com-
plete listing of the vessels that had been taken 
from the temple at Jerusalem, which were 

being returned. (The list of exiles and vessels 
given in Nehemiah is a repeat of the listing 
given concerning the return under Zerubba-
bel in Ezra 2 and 6.)

Thirdly, the Word of God was prominent 
in these great revivals.

Practical lessons 
These returns provide valuable instruction 
for us today. To begin with, we see that when 
God disciplines His people, it is always done 
in order to bring about repentance and 
recovery. This principle runs throughout 
Scripture and is still in operation in the local 
church. In 1 Corinthians 5, we are faced with 
a situation demanding the extreme discipline 
of excommunication. The apostle wrote, 
“Therefore put away from among yourselves, that 
wicked person” (1 Cor. 5:13). However, when 
Paul wrote his second epistle, the discipline 
had done its work and he wrote, “Wherefore 
I beseech you that ye would confirm your love 
toward him” (2 Cor. 2:8).

We also see that the Lord often sover-
eignly chooses vessels that we find surpris-
ing. One would have thought that the call to 
return to Jerusalem would have come from 
the priestly class or from the prophets among 
the exiles, but God raised up the Gentile 
kings Cyrus and Artaxerxes as His instru-
ments to initiate the return from exile. This 
teaches us that the administration of this 
world, and the movements of its leaders, 
are all superintended by God with the best 
interests of His people in mind. So often we 
can become disheartened as we look at world 
scenes which seem to become increasingly 
chaotic, but God has never abdicated His 
throne and we can rest assured in His love 
and care whatever may transpire.

The exile in 
Babylon had 
taken place in 
three distinct 
phases…Like-
wise the return 
of the exiles 
from Babylon 
also took place 
in three waves.

COMING HOME by W. H. Burnett
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The sequence of the returns 
It is important to note that the returns from 
Babylon took place in the proper sequence in 
accordance with God’s predetermined plan. 
The focus of each of the leaders and their corre-
sponding ministry were different, but, as we will 
see, they complemented one other.

It is suggested that these men and their min-
istries prefigure the gifts which the ascended 
Lord gave to men for the benefit and blessing of 
the church. We read, “And [the Lord] gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11f).

Zerubbabel: apostles and prophets The ministry 
of Zerubbabel was foundational—rebuilding 
the altar and the temple—and the work was 
encouraged by the prophets Haggai and Zecha-
riah. Similarly, the ministry of the apostles and 
prophets in the church was foundational, includ-
ing the completion of the canon of Scripture. 
Once the foundation had been laid, their direct 
ministry was over. Paul wrote, “According to 
the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon” (1 Cor. 3:10). Again, “[Ye] 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner 
stone;” (Eph. 2:20).

THE POST-EXILIC REVIVALS continued

Return First Second Third
Under Zerubbabel Ezra Nehemiah

Reference Ezra 1-6 Ezra 7-10 Nehemiah 1-12

Date (approx.) 536-516 BC 458-457 BC 444-425 BC

Number returning 49,897 1,754 Nehemiah returns alone to stir 
up the people

Supporting ministers Haggai and Zechariah Ezra Ezra and Malachi

Current king Cyrus (1:1-4) Artaxerxes (7:11-26) Artaxerxes (2:1-8)

Spiritual leader Zerubbabel (1:8-2:2) Ezra (7:1-10) Nehemiah (2:11)

Names / numbers of people 2:3-65 8:1-20 7:6-67 1

Number of vessels / gifts 1:5-11; 2:68-69 7:15-22; 8:24-36 7:70-72 1

Return to Jerusalem 3:1 8:31 2:11-20

Main focus Rebuilding the altar and the 
temple (1-6)

Separation and sanctification of 
the people (7-10)

Rebuilding the walls and the 
gates (1-7)
Restoration of the people (8-13)

Spiritual focus The worship of God The Word of God The work of God

1 Repeat of first return under Zerubbabel� Chart prepared by W. H. Burnett

RETURN FROM THE BABYLONIAN EXILE
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In the second 
part of this 
study, we hope 
to consider the 
unique spiritual 
significance of 
each of the 
three returns.

The apostle Paul, Luther, Wesley, Whitefield, Knox, Edwards, 
Finney, Spurgeon, Moody—each shared a common denomina-
tor: a fire in their belly. They each were so eaten up with the 
gospel and thirsty for Christ and filled with the Holy Ghost, 
they could not stand idly by while others perished. They saw 
nothing but eternity, worshipped a holy God, and served a 
risen Christ; living not for earth nor its gains but living only 
for heaven and its rewards. When they preached, they linked 
the devil with sin and the cross with salvation. They preached 
hell and its fire and Christ and Him crucified. Not one of them 
feared King, Queen, or Pope; and not one of them sought the 
compliments of men. 
			   — E.A. Johnston, Realities of Revival

Hearts on Fire

Ezra: pastors and teachers Some 58 years after the 
foundational ministry of Zerubbabel was com-
plete, Ezra appeared on the scene. His ministry 
was to address the dreadful moral condition of 
the people: idolatry and intermingling with the 
surrounding nations. He called Israel to separa-
tion from the nations and putting away various 
improper practices, in order that the singular 
identity of Israel as the chosen people of God 
might be maintained. His ministry was painful 
but necessary for the preservation of the nation. 
This ministry corresponds to the ministry of pas-
tor and teacher in our day. These men are raised 
up by God to shepherd His people and minister 
His Word among them. This ministry is twofold: 
to correct deviations that occur and to build up 
the people of God in their most holy faith.

Nehemiah: evangelists Nehemiah built the walls of 
protection around the city, but he also provided 
means of access through the gates. It is sug-
gested that the work of the evangelist is to make 
men aware of the impossibility of their ever 

reaching the Holy 
City on their own 
merits, exhorting 
them instead to 
take advantage 
of the means of 
access that has 
been provided 
through Christ. 
The Lord Himself 
said to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me” 
(Jn. 14:6). It is significant that in the final scenes 
depicting the Holy City in the book of Revela-
tion, it also has a high wall which has twelve 
gates—three on each point of the compass—
emphasizing the universality of the gospel. We 
read concerning that city “…it had a wall great 
and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and names written thereon, which 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel” (Rev. 21:12). The only means of access is 
through Christ, God’s appointed way.     

COMING HOME
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Introducing
the GNOM III 
Team for 2007-08
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Daniel Dixon 
Claremont, CA 

Daniel Kresina  
Oxford, CT 

Shane Mirabella  
Claremont, CA 

Joel Morell 
Green Bay, WI 

Travis heard the gospel for the first time at the age of 13 at Box T Ranch Bible & Saddle Camp in 
North Dakota. A loyal member of a non-Bible believing church, Travis believed that church atten-
dance and his general “good” nature would be enough to get him into heaven. Ephesians 2:8-9 
shattered that belief, and eventually led Travis to realize his need to trust in what Christ had done 
for him rather than his own works. Travis came into fellowship at Lake Country Bible Chapel in 
Polk City, Iowa at 14. After spending time with last year’s GNOM team in Polk City, Tuscaloosa, and 
Sioux Falls, he realized he would benefit from evangelism training. He desires to reach a point in 
his life where timidity does not hinder him from sharing the good news with others. He also desires 
to draw continually closer to his Lord and Savior.

Travis Carpenter 
Des Moines, IA 

Danny is 18 years of age. He attends Claremont Bible Chapel, a few miles west of Los Angeles, 
California. He was saved at the age of 8 when he accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Savior, and has been involved in Awana and the Boy’s Brigade program. In Boy’s Brigade he 
received the highest award called “Herald of Christ,” only achieved by a few each year. He 
served at camp this past summer before coming on the Good News team. His goals are to 
be able to present the gospel in a better way while going door to door, and to grow through 
the evangelism opportunities he will be given. He also wants to grow by being in the Word 
through the Bible studies he will be doing during the year. His favorite verse expressing the 
simplicity of the gospel is John 3:16.

Daniel, in fellowship at Newtown (Connecticut) Christian Fellowship, was blessed with godly 
parents. He writes, “Though I was saved at the age of seven, it took several years for me to 
become convinced that Christ is the only source of true joy and satisfaction. It was only after 
realizing this that I began to enjoy studying His Word and growing as His child. My desire is to 
obey the words of the Lord Jesus in John 15, ‘Abide in Me,’ that by so doing I may be useful to 
Him in this coming year and throughout the rest of my life. I am so grateful for the opportunity 
of joining a team of like-minded young men for the purpose of spreading the Good News of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!” [Daniel has been providing the written updates from the team’s progress over 
the last month.] To get GNOM updates for prayer by email, subscribe at www.uplook.org

Shane is 18 years old, just graduated from high school, and faithfully attends Claremont Bible 
Chapel. He wanted to join the Good News Team before he had any responsibilities that would keep 
him from going. He accepted Christ as his personal Lord and Savior at a young age. In the summer 
of 2002 he rededicated his life to the Lord at Verdugo Pines Bible Camp. Ever since, his life has not 
been the same and he has had a desire to faithfully follow the Lord’s will. His favorite verse from 
Scripture is Mark 12:30: “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is his favorite verse because he wants to follow 
what Christ called the “first and great commandment.” His focus has been to be diligent to present 
himself “approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Joel Morell, 18, has just graduated from high school and is in fellowship at the Fox Valley Bible Cha-
pel in Little Chute, Wisconsin. Joel was born into a Christian family, the oldest of six. From an early 
age he was taught the Scriptures, but the great truth that “the Son of God who loved me and gave Him-
self for me” (Gal. 2:20) was not brought home to him until he was seven years old. It was then that he 
trusted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. Since the first GNOM team stopped at his assembly, he 
has been challenged to witness to the lost. This desire led to helping with several GNOM I & II 
outreaches. The Lord has opened doors for Joel to serve with this year’s team. He has two great 
desires; to share the wonderful story of God’s love with people who have never heard it before and to 
increase his appreciation of what Christ has done for him through diligent Bible study.
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Christopher pEña 
Grand Junction, CO

Zach Plowman   
Omaha, NE 

Eric Smith  
Altamont, NY 

Isaac Taylor  
Grand Rapids, MI 

Jeremiah Morrison is 18 and from Richmond, Kentucky, just south of Lexington. He is honored 
to claim Bluegrass Bible Fellowship as his home assembly. He comes from a broken home life, 
but the Lord Jesus saw fit to save him at the age of 8. He is thankful for the family into which 
the Lord has brought him! Jeremiah would really like to let the Lord teach him how to be dis-
ciplined, a faithful friend, a family-minded young man, and grow in faith in Christ. He greatly 
wants prayer about his plans to get the training needed to be a more faithful soldier of the 
Cross. He believes the Lord may be calling him into the study and practice of law enforcement 
after returning home and would appreciate prayer about this as well.Jeremiah Morrison 

Richmond, KT 
Chris, 21, fellowships at Clifton Bible Chapel. Raised as a Jehovah’s Witness until the age of twelve, he 
came to salvation on November 12, 2006 when he attended a play on Pilgrim’s Progress. He had been 
searching spiritually for a couple of months and after the play he was approached and given the gospel. 
When praying that night, he states that “half-way through I broke down in tears and received Christ 
into my life.” His interest in evangelism came about two months after his salvation when he read Rom. 
1:16. He writes, “This really struck me hard and I wanted to live up to this verse so I started helping out 
with local outreaches and talking to my family and friends about what I believe.” His interest in joining 
the team started after GNOM II came to Grand Junction shortly after he was saved. His desire grew 
when he was able to get hands on experience with last year’s team in Sioux Falls.

Zach is from Omaha, Nebraska, where he attends Northwest Bible Fellowship. The oldest child 
in his family, he has one brother, Levi, and one sister, Abbie. He is looking forward to sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ with as many people as possible.  Zach trusted the Lord three 
years ago at Box T Bible and Saddle Camp in North Dakota. He had the opportunity to go to 
Ecuador on a missions trip in the summer of 2006. While he was in Ecuador, he spent a week 
in the jungle helping a tribe build a summer camp for kids. He looks forward to going back to 
Ecuador this upcoming summer. Zach is excited to travel with the team and he is looking for-
ward to doing lots of door to door witnessing. 

Eric Smith grew up near Albany, New York, with believing parents and two older brothers. 
He received the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior at a young age and fellowships at Bellevue 
Gospel Chapel (in Schenectady). He thoroughly enjoyed the first year of GNOM and came 
back the second year to help with training the new group of young men. Eric would very 
much appreciate prayer that the Lord will help him to be further conformed to the image 
of Christ and to be faithful this third year. He will be involved in training the young men in 
evangelism and working with saints from the local assemblies in follow-up.

Isaac, 18, currently attends Northwest Gospel Hall in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He was raised 
in a Christian home for which he is very thankful. He is also thankful for the saints in Grand 
Rapids and the role that they have played in his spiritual growth. Saved at the age of 7, he began 
getting serious about the things of the Lord at the age of 14. Isaac’s interest for GNOM was 
first piqued while attending the outreach in Huntsville. After praying about it, he decided that 
school could wait another year; he felt that it was the Lord’s will for him to go on the trip this 
year. Over the course of the year, Isaac wants to understand more about the Bible, learn how to 
share the gospel better, and grow closer in his walk with the Lord. 
Please keep the entire GNOM team in your prayers as they travel many miles to spread the gospel. 

Daniel, 19, attends Westlake Bible Fellowship in Ohio. He was challenged about serving the 
Lord after the first GNOM Sioux Falls outreach in 2005. The way the Lord moved in people’s 
lives and answered prayer during that effort inf luenced him greatly. Privileged to grow up in 
a Christian family, at the age of six he realized his condition as a sinner, and asked the Lord 
to be his Savior. His parents always encouraged him, along with his four siblings, to love 
the Lord and serve His people. His prayer in this upcoming year is to become more adept at 
explaining the gospel to others.Daniel Morris  

Cleveland, OH



When we speak of revival, we mean “an 
extraordinary work of God in which 
Christians repent of their sins as they 

become intensely aware of His presence in their 
midst, and they manifest a positive response 
to God in renewed obedience to the known 
will of God, resulting in both a deepening of 
their individual and corporate experience with 
God, and an increased concern to win oth-
ers to Christ.” Throughout the history of the 
church, there have been such special times, and 
it’s helpful to consider some of the common 
features in these past outbreaks of the blessing 
and power of God amongst His people.

Pitiful conditions 
Often revival comes when 
times are spiritually bleak. 
It is when things seem hope-
less that we are moved to cry 
out to God in desperation.

J.C. Ryle, speaking of 
England prior to the Method-
ist Revival of 1727-50, said, 
“These times were the dark-
est age that England has 
passed through in the last 
three hundred years. Any-

thing more deplorable than the condition of 
the country, as to religion, morality, and high 
principle, it is very difficult to conceive.”

The year 1790 ushered in a new era of 
revivals for the United States. Religion had 
sadly declined during the previous years, 
Unitarianism had gained much ground, and 
infidel philosophy was poisoning the minds 
of millions of people. At this time there were 
no American Missionary Societies, no Bible 
Societies, no Tract Societies, no Education 
Societies. At home there was religious indif-

ference; abroad—the darkness of death over 
the heathen world. But in 1790, there were 
extensive revivals in Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
“At this time,” says Dr. Griffin, “began the 
unbroken series of American revivals.” In 
New England, during four or five years, about 
one hundred and fifty churches were blessed 
with revivals.

Prayer 
Matthew Henry wrote, “When God intends a 
great mercy for His people, the first thing He 
does is to set them a-praying.”

When asked the secret of the Welsh Revival , 
Evan Roberts replied “My brother, there is no 
secret. Ask, and ye shall receive.”

Almost all revivals have begun when Chris-
tians have cried out to God in fervent, genu-
ine prayer. We have not because we ask not!

Jonathan Edwards’ Revival. Edwards reveals 
the secret of this revival. He said, “The spirit 
of those that have been in distress for the souls 
of others, so far as I can discern, seems not to 
be different from that of the apostle who tra-
vailed for souls. On the evening of the day pre-
ceding the outbreak of the revival, some Chris-
tians met and spent the whole night in prayer. 
There was scarcely a person in the town 
[Northampton], old or young, left uncon-
cerned about the great things of the eternal 
world. The work of conversion was carried on 
in a most astonishing manner and increased 
more and more; souls did, as it were, come by 
flocks to Jesus Christ. This work of God soon 
made a glorious alteration in the town, so that 
in the spring and summer following, the town 
seemed to be full of the presence of God. It 
was never so full of love, nor of joy, and yet so 
full of distress, as it was then.”

Brainerd’s Revival. After some years of diffi-

Unfortunately 
hindsight is not 
always 20-20. 
But this article 
could improve 
our vision.

LEARN & LIVE by Mike Attwood

Revival in Church History
Revive us again!
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LEARN & LIVE

cult and almost fruitless work among the North 
American Indians, David Brainerd saw a pow-
erful revival commence in July, 1745. It was in 
answer to agonizing prayer. Brainerd wrote, “July 
26th. In the evening, God was pleased to help 
me in prayer, beyond what I have experienced 
for some time. My soul was especially drawn out 
for the enlargement of Christ’s kingdom and for 
the conversion of my poor people, and I relied on 
God for the accomplishment of that great work. 
My soul, my very soul, longed for the ingather-
ing of the poor heathen, and I cried to God for 
them most willingly and heartily and yet because 
I could not but cry, I longed that the remaining 
part of my life might be filled up with more fer-
vency and activity in things of God.”

Richard Baxter was a true revivalist. It is said 
that his study walls were stained with praying 
breath. Through him, God did a great work in 
Kidderminster. He tells of converts holding a 
Saturday evening prayer meeting for blessing 
and, on the following day, of such congregations 
that they had to build five new galleries in his 
chapel; that on Sundays there was no disorder in 
the streets, but that you would hear a hundred 
families singing psalms in their homes.

The Methodist Pentecost was born in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Wesley recorded, “Jan. 1, 
1739. Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham, Whitefield, 
Hutchins, and my brother Charles, were present 
at our love-feast in Fetter Lane, London, England, 
with about sixty of our brethren. About three in 
the morning, as we were continuing instant in 
prayer, the power of God came mightily upon 
us, in so much that many cried out for exceeding 
joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we 
were recovered a little from that awe and amaze-
ment at the presence of His Majesty, we broke 
out with one voice, ‘We praise Thee, O God. We 
acknowledge Thee to be the Lord.’” Of this love-
feast Whitfield said, “It was a Pentecostal season 
indeed.” And he added, concerning those meet-
ings, that, “sometimes whole nights were spent 
in prayer. Often we have been filled as with new 
wine, and often I have seen them overwhelmed 
with the divine presence, and cry out, ‘Will God, 

indeed, dwell with men upon 
earth? How dreadful is this 
place! This is no other than 
the house of God and the 
gate of heaven!’”

W. H. Fitchett said of 
Wesley, “He quickened the 
conscience, not merely of 
his own followers, but of the 
church which had cast him 
out, and of the whole nation 
to which he belonged.” And, 
“There was something of 
the unconscious loftiness of alpine peaks about 
him; a remoteness—as though caught from 
some purer air.” From whence did he draw the 
strength and inspiration for his work? Here is 
the secret: “I resolve to devote an hour morning 
and evening to private prayer, no pretense or 
excuse whatsoever.”

Charles G. Finney wrote, “I have said, more 
than once, that the spirit of prayer that prevailed 
in those revivals was a very marked feature of 
them. It was common for young converts to 
be greatly exercised in prayer, and, in some 
instances, so much so that they were constrained 
to pray whole nights, and until their bodily 
strength was quite exhausted, for the conversion 
of souls around them. There was a great pressure 
of the Holy Spirit upon the minds of Christians 
and they seemed to bear about with them the 
burden of immortal souls.” 

American Revival 1857-58. Finney, writing of 
this revival, said, “This winter of 1857-58 will 
be remembered as the time when a great revival 
prevailed throughout all the Northern States. 
It swept over the land with such power that, 
for a time, it was estimated that not less than 
fifty thousand conversions occurred in a single 
week. This revival was carried on to large extent 
through the influence of ordinary saints, so 
much so, as almost to throw the ministers into 
the shade. There had been a daily prayer meet-
ing observed in Boston for several years, and in 
the autumn previous to the great outburst, the 
daily prayer meeting had been established in 

There is false 
fire. No one 
knows this bet-
ter than we do, 
but we are not 
such fools as 
to refuse good 
bank notes 
because there 
are false ones in 
circulation; and 
although we see 
here and there 
manifestations 
of what appears 
to us to be noth-
ing more than 
mere earthly 
fire, we none-
theless value 
and seek for the 
genuine fire 
which comes 
from the altar 
of the Lord. 

William Booth
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REVIVAL IN CHURCH HISTORY continued

Fulton Street, New York. Indeed, prayer meet-
ings were established throughout the length and 
breadth of the Northern States. A divine influ-
ence seemed to pervade the whole land. It was 
estimated that during this revival, not less than 
500,000 souls were converted in this country.

Preaching and power 
During revivals, preachers seem to receive spe-
cial empowerment from the Holy Spirit and 
preach with new power and earnestness. Every 
revival has been marked by renewed earnestness 
in preaching, especially the message of the old, 
old gospel.

1859 Revival in Ireland. This movement origi-
nated in the work of J. H. Moore in Connor, Co. 
Antrim, Northern Ireland. For years, he had 
preached the gospel faithfully, but with little 
outcome. News of revival in America stirred 
him to seek to promote a revival among his own 
people. He often preached on this subject and 
read accounts of great revivals of the past to his 
congregation. The idea of having a revival began 
to grip the people, and it became the subject of 
much prayer.

In the year 1871, a great hunger and thirst for 
spiritual power took possession of Moody. He 
said, “I was crying all the time that God would 
fill me with His Spirit. Well, one day, in the city 
of New York, God revealed Himself to me, and I 
had such an experience of His love that I had to 
ask Him to stay His hand. I went to preaching 
again. The sermons were not different; I did not 
present any new truths; and yet hundreds were 
converted.”

Prostration and penitence 
Sinners were so convicted of the holiness of God 
that they would agonize, often lying prostrate on 
the ground for hours on end. 

There would be great sorrow for sin, for 
offending a righteous, holy God. Cries for mercy 
were common. Often people would seek to make 
restitution. For example, during W.P. Nicholson’s 
1926 Revival in Northern Ireland, stolen property 
belonging to Harland & Wolf shipyard was 

returned by converted workers. So 
much material was returned that the 
management had to make a plea to the 
workers not to return any more goods 
as there was not sufficient storage 
space to hold it all.

“Revivals now cover our land, 
sweeping all before them, exciting the 
earnest cry from thousands, ‘What 
shall we do to be saved?’”

Passion and praise 
A result of revival was a deep passion for souls: 
a longing for relatives, friends, and strangers 
to come to know Him whom to know is life 
eternal. This passion would cause believers to 
drop everything and undertake lengthy jour-
neys to speak to relatives and friends they were 
burdened for.

The Welsh Revival was known for its singing. 
Christians would meet for hours on end, singing 
the great hymns of the faith. Even after people 
dispersed, they would be heard singing as they 
walked down the lanes and streets of their towns. 
D.L. Moody’s Revival also found great crowds sing-
ing Sankey’s hymn book together.

Principles 
In the Old Testament, when revival visited the 
people of God under the ministry of godly kings 
and prophets like Samuel, Asa, Josiah, and Heze-
kiah, the revival resulted in a return to long-
neglected scriptural principles. For Israel—a 
return to that pattern that had been delivered to 
Moses in the holy mount; in the history of the 
church—a renewed interest in New Testament 
principles, especially the significance of the 
remembrance meeting and a sweeping away of 
the unscriptural clergy-laity distinction. Newly 
energized believers were not content to be pew 
fillers but wanted to use spiritual gifts for God’s 
glory in the local church.

Such are the common factors of many of the 
revivals of the past. May we pursue these, and 
perhaps the Lord will add another chapter to the 
history book of revival.     

…Perhaps the 
Lord will add 
another chapter 
to the history 
book of revival.
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My family and I reside in a small com-
munity in northern Ontario where the 
winters are long and cold, and twi-

light comes quickly as the sun dips below the 
horizon on a typical clear winter evening. Our 
home backs onto a protected acreage of thick 
birch and oak trees, intermixed with what 
we call “bush.” It only takes a few snowfalls 
before the beautiful colors of fall are forgot-
ten in several feet of heavy snow. The bleak 
winter landscape of the region is only inter-
rupted by the black rock for which Sudbury 
is famous. Hardly an advertisement for inter-
ested visitors to consider relocating. I guess it 
is because winter seems so harsh that spring 
and summer are so eagerly anticipated. With 
the arrival of spring, I find myself observ-

ing the subtle changes. One 
morning last spring, I awoke 
to notice that the barrenness 
had given way to hundreds 
of buds covering the tree 
branches. Literally overnight 
those buds opened, and the 
forest came alive with thick 
lush green color. After the 
long, harsh days of winter, 
life had returned.

Spring is an accurate 
metaphor for the subject of 
revival. The Hebrew word for 

revival conveys the idea of being made alive, 
to give life, or possibly to restore life. It is the 
idea of bringing life out of fruitlessness or 
barrenness. Hosea closes his short prophecy 
with the heart of God expressing his yearning 
for Israel to forsake their idolatry, admit the 
failure of their human resources, and return 
to Him. God then speaks of a future day of 
blessing. Listen to the spirit of revival that 

God intends to one day bring about in the 
land of Israel:

“I will heal their backsliding, I will love them 
freely: for Mine anger is turned away from him. 
I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as 
the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His 
branches shall spread and his beauty shall be 
as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They 
that dwell under his shadow shall return; they 
shall revive as the corn and grow as the vine.” 
(Hos. 14:4-7)

It’s not difficult to speak about revival 
from the Scriptures. Israel’s history after the 
Davidic monarchy is a sad story of spiritual 
and political decline dotted by a few bright 
exceptions during such administrations as 
those of Josiah and Hezekiah. But let the read-
er get beyond the theoretical study of biblical 
revival and ask himself the heart searching 
question: Is my spiritual life in need of biblical 
revival?

Evidences of need 
When I can be complacent or dishonest about 
sin in my own life or allow some area of vul-
nerability to become a sinful vice, I am des-
perately in need of personal revival. When my 
prayer life lacks any fervency and I forget the 
privileged access I have to the throne room 
of God, I need revival. When my enthusiasm 
for interests and hobbies rivals my eagerness 
to study the Word of God, isn’t it time for 
revival? When I arrive at the Lord’s Supper 
late and unprepared, or when I can be busy 
Saturday evening but undisciplined to make 
it out the next morning, I need revival. When 
my enthusiasm for attending the meetings 
of the assembly is based on who’s speaking, 
I need revival. When someone shares the 
joy of testifying for Christ and my own soul 

The author gets 
real—real 
personal and 
real practical—
in this searching 
and helpful 
article.

HEART EXAM by Sam Oommen

The Need for Personal Revival
Where does a revival start?
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isn’t thrilled, I need revival. Is there such bar-
renness in my walk with the Lord that I give 
little thought to the souls of family, friends, and 
neighbors on their way to a lost eternity? Am I 
busy working on filling the storehouses of my 
retirement while full-time workers in North 
America and overseas missionaries struggle to 
make ends meet? When I am more interested 
in filling my mind with the world’s affairs and 
celebrity goings-on than the heavy burdens 
being carried by believers in my own assembly, 
something is very wrong. I need revival when I 
can tolerate watching sin glorified in the media 
and pay to enjoy it. Do I remain silent when the 
name of my Lord is defamed in my hearing? 
When the pursuits of the world or advancing in 
my career consume so much of my time that I 
have little left to invest in the local assembly, I 
need to ask myself this question: Is my spiritual 
life in need of revival? If we’re honest, we will 
admit that all of our lives have had periods of 
spiritual barrenness.

The path to revival 
Dependence on the Lord. If we sincerely desire 
revival in our lives, the Scripture provides us 
with some guiding principles. The psalmist cries 
out in Psalm 85:6, “Will You not yourself revive 
us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?” 
He understood that if Israel was to again enjoy 
God’s blessing, it was Jehovah alone that could 
bring this about. God is the source of revival. He 
is the source of all life and, if my Christian walk 
is somehow lacking, God alone can infuse life.

The Word of God. In Psalm 119:25, we learn of the 
central role the Word of God plays in bringing 
about revival: “My soul cleaves to the dust; revive 
me according to Your word.” A telling sign that 
my spiritual life is in need of revival is when 
the Scriptures are no longer a priority; I have 
lost interest in spending time in the Word. 
Consequently my communion with the Lord 
has grown cold. The rediscovering of the book 
of the Law was instrumental to the tremendous 
period of national revival that took place during 

the reign of King Josiah. “When the king heard the 
words of the book of the Law, he tore his clothes.” 
(2 Ki. 22:11). Can I really expect God to bring 
about revival in my own life apart from the same 
attitude to His Word?

A contrite heart. Finally, in Isaiah 57:15, we read 
these words of the Lord, “I dwell on a high and 
holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of 
spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.” The very heart of 
God longs to bring about revival in my life. But 
He is looking for a heart that is prepared. A bro-
ken, humble heart is the right ground in which 
God can bring about revival. Many of our Chris-
tian lives have become self-satisfied and compla-
cent with little actual enjoyment of the Lord. Is 
there anything attractive about this 
to a lost world? When I come to the 
end of myself, when I have exhausted 
my meager resources and fall before 
God, confessing my utter inability 
and brokenness, He can begin the 
process of revival.

The story is told of an occasion 
when the well-known English evan-
gelist Gipsy Smith was asked how to 
have revival. Asked Gipsy, “Do you 
have a place where you can pray?” 
“Yes,” was the reply. “I’ll tell you what 
to do. You go to that place and take 
a piece of chalk along. Kneel down 
there and, with the chalk, draw a 
complete circle all around you—and 
pray for God to send revival on everything inside 
of the circle. Stay there until He answers and you 
will have revival.”1 

If we feel burdened for God to bring about a 
revival in our generation, let us remember that 
it starts in the heart of an individual believer. 
“Send a revival, start the work in me.”     

Endnote
1 Michael P. Green, 1500 Illustrations for Biblical 
Preaching (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1989), 
pp. 305-306.

THE NEED FOR PERSONAL REVIVAL continued

Kneel down and, 
with chalk, draw 
a complete circle 
all around you—
and pray for God 
to send revival on 
everything inside 
of  the circle. 

Photos: Jesharelah Sax
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People never visit the elders!” Familiar words per-
haps, but seldom heard in that order.

“‘People never visit the elders,’ you say. Why 
should we? They are the ones who are supposed to do 
the visiting.” But, as part of a 
spiritual family, do we not have 
a responsibility for each other’s 
spiritual and emotional health? 
Are elders and their families not 
part of the family?

Have we ever considered what 
it takes to be an elder? Paul gives 
us a list of the qualifications in 1 
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 and, 
scattered throughout his writings, 
his own example.

What does it take to meet and 
keep these qualifications? It takes 
a history of meeting them! These qualifications are not 
suddenly gained. An elder must have prepared himself 
for the work and the evidence should be there. When 
someone is added to the oversight, it should not come as 
a surprise.

Consider the pressure these requirements place on 
the elder and his family and the strain we may place on 
him while he tries to maintain these standards. Then 
consider what we can do to support them.

An elder must be blameless, etc.
Elders sometimes make bad decisions, but what is 
in view here is wrongdoing, either inside or outside 
the assembly. A man with a bad reputation is not fit 
to care for the f lock, but any charge brought against 
an elder must be substantiated by witnesses before it 
can be acted on, and it must be acted on quickly. If we 
value the principle of the rule of elders, are we praying 
regularly that ours will be preserved from sin and from 
false and spurious accusations? Don’t forget that a false 
accusation in one assembly can quickly be accepted as 
being fact elsewhere.

Given to hospitality
Originally commanded for the care and support of poor 
or traveling Christians, it still has its place today and 
is a logical part of the care of God’s flock. Week after 

week people come to services and 
go home to an empty house to eat 
alone and wait for the next service. 
Some young people go back to a 
godless home or university and 
would dearly love some Christian 
company. Time spent around the 
kitchen table gives a chance to 
become acquainted with people 
and their needs that the few min-
utes after a service never can. 
Some have never seen Christian 
hospitality practiced as they grew 
up and now, as young couples, may 

need to be shown how it is done.
Hospitality is a difficult requirement for an elder to 

meet. Since it requires sacrifice, it cannot be done alone. 
It requires a wife and family that are likeminded. The 
cost comes out of the family budget. The wife usually 
has the responsibility for the care and appearance of 
the home and also the purchase and preparation of any 
meals. If all of the hospitality falls to a couple of elders’ 
families, it can place heavy restrictions on them.

Many elders are now retired with reduced incomes; 
their wives have aged along with them and may be find-
ing it harder to do what once was easy. Younger elders 
have as difficult a time as we do raising their family in 
today’s economy. Do we ever think of sharing with them 
in this ministry? More importantly, do we ever invite an 
elder’s family for a meal just to give his wife a break?

An elder’s wife
Elders and their wives often have few friends in their 
own assembly. This is not by choice, but because others 
tend to look at them as a group apart and think that to 
socialize with elders will bring themselves under constant 

People Never Visit the Elders!
Instructions for the care and preservation of elders

ELDER HELPS To feed, to take heed, and to lead

“Remember those who led 
you, who spoke the word 

of God to you; and  
considering the result of 

their conduct, imitate 
their faith.”  Hebrews 13:7
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examination with any confidences shared becoming the 
property of the elders to be acted on immediately. Elders 
need our friendship and help in everyday things.

Do we ever pray for the wives of our elders? Do 
you ladies ever think of caring for them? Their lives 
are different from yours. An elder can be busy many 
nights of the week, and he often leaves a lonely wife 
and family at home. She would like to lead a normal 
life, too. Since her husband frequently has the car, you 
may need to drive to her place to spend time with her 
or to take her out of the house for a coffee. However, 
remember that “Wife of an Elder” is not an official 
position in the church, so please do not try to involve 
her in the decision making process or seek informa-
tion from her. A wise elder does not discuss assembly 
problems outside the oversight.

An elder’s children
We should pray for the elders’ children. An assembly can 
survive with more than its share of problem families, but 
an elder cannot. Help him by being a friend and encour-
agement to his children. If an elder is overburdened with 
the care of the assembly to the extent that his children 
feel neglected, it may be that they will refuse to take 
responsibility when their time comes. Who then will 
care for your children and grandchildren?

We should never criticize an elder in the hearing of 
our children. The elders’ children need our children as 
friends, not as critics and enemies. It is unrealistic to say 
that we should never criticize an elder, because some-
times they do make bad decisions, but our criticism 
should be made personally, in private, and with grace. 
Most elders will appreciate that we care enough about 
them to do that.

An elder and his family are often expected to live 
above the standard we accept for others. Somehow his 
wife and children are expected to be perfect. That is not 
a practical expectation but if you believe it is, then you 
have a responsibility to help them meet and maintain it.

An elder’s work
The work of an elder is shepherding us in spiritual and 
moral matters, comforting and supporting us in times 
of trouble, teaching us the Word of God, helping to 
develop our God-given spiritual gifts, and providing 
opportunity for their use. Along with all that, he may 

have to work at least a forty-hour week just the same 
as the rest of us. So, have we considered taking more 
responsibility for our own and our family’s spiritual 
maturity by taking on a deeper study of Scripture than 
we have in the past, and attending the meetings we and 
our family may have been missing? Elders want to be 
able to give an account of their care of the flock with 
joy. It would help them if we brought some joy into their 
lives now by showing results from their ministry.

Solving family and assembly problems often give 
elders months of patient work, and, even then, they may 
not be successful. The emotional strain on the elders 
as they try to help and, if possible, limit damage to the 
assembly, calls for our prayers on a daily basis, because 
if they are doing their work properly, we may never 
know when a problem exists.

Along with all this, the elder must be able to teach 
and he needs time to study. That, along with the time 
spent in the care of the church, places a heavy burden 
on him, his wife, and his family. Practical help might be 
appreciated at times.

“As go the elders, so goes the assembly”
Even an assembly with a majority of good elders can 
experience problems and decline, but there is little hope 
for one with a majority of poor elders. Elders are human 
and do not perform at their maximum all the time. A 
plurality of elders allows for the smoothing out of low 
points, but if the majority of the elders are not function-
ing in a spiritual way, disaster will result. God gives 
ample evidence that He holds elders responsible for how 
they care for His flock. I believe He holds us responsible 
for our response to the spiritual leadership of our elders. 
If we want a spiritually healthy assembly for our family to 
grow up in, we should start caring for our elders and their 
families. Paul valued the prayers and practical help of the 
Lord’s people. So do our eiders. Our prayers and actions 
may be the things that will make the difference; that is, if 
we believe in prayer and are spiritual enough to act!

Don’t let it be said in your assembly that, “People 
never visit the elders!”     

ELDER HELPS continued
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When was the last time you heard of a 
church repenting? Not an unbeliever 
repenting and turning to Christ for 

salvation. Not a Christian repenting in order 
to go on for the Lord. But a local church?

Such an event is so rare that even the 
thought of it (much less the actual occur-
rence!) may never have crossed our minds. Yet 
when the Lord evaluates the churches of  
Revelation 2 and 3, His command to four 
out of the seven of them is: repent! The focus 
of the repentance varied. Ephesus needed to 
return to her first love. Pergamum needed 
to deal with false teaching. Sardis needed to 
awake. And Laodicea—well, Laodicea had a 
list of problems.

We often think of revival as it affects the 
lost or individual Christians. But the 
New Testament describes the normative 
Christian life as being a balance of the 
individual and the corporate. So how can 
a local church experience revival? Where 
better to look for that answer than in 
Christ’s prescription to the churches?

As we have seen, one ingredient in 
corporate revival is corporate repentance. 
We must be willing to honestly and hum-
bly examine our condition, allowing the 
Lord to correct us through His Word. 
Teachable spirits and contrite hearts 
promote spiritual growth. Stiff necks 

and self-satisfaction lead to decline. Also, 
we remember the godly example of men like 
Nehemiah and Daniel. When it came to con-
fession, these men knew how to use the word 
“we” instead of “they.” Once we start thinking 
of the local church in terms of good guys and 
bad guys, we’ll notice a peculiar phenomenon: 
the pool of good guys keeps shrinking until 
there’s only one left.

The Lord Jesus gave a gracious but 
unequivocal assessment of each church. He 
performs the same work today. And along 
with being infinitely more perceptive and 
loving, the Lord offers something that no 
church consultant can dream of. Turning 
back to Revelation 2 and 3, we will notice 
that in every church, Jesus not only identified 
their own peculiar problems or struggles, 
but presented Himself as the answer to those 
exact needs. In fact, He presented the answer 
even before noting the problems. Ephesus, 
struggling with love for Christ, was told of His 
nearness. Smyrna, suffering to the point of 
death, was reminded that He had died…and 
had come to life. And so it continues—each 
letter begins with a revelation of Christ that 
perfectly addresses the difficulties He goes 
on to identify. Before we even realize there’s a 
problem, He is already the answer.

But what if the church isn’t willing to rec-
ognize her faults? The Lord ends with a mes-
sage for any man who will be humble enough 
to address his own failings first. “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 
3:20). He doesn’t counsel us to self-righteously 
criticize others, or to overthrow the elders, or 
to leave. He advises the only course of action 
that will help: warm, loving fellowship with 
Him. That will be balm to our souls and a ray 
of hope in days of trouble.

The situation is simple, isn’t it? The prob-
lem is us. The solution is the Lord. The less 
there is of self, the more there will be of Him. 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” (Jn. 
3:30). Is it really a surprise that these words 
accompanied the greatest revival the world 
has ever known?     

Jesus not only 
identified their 
own peculiar 
problems or 
struggles, but 
presented 
Himself as the 
answer to those 
exact needs.

RESUSCITATE by James Martin

Corporate Revival
How does the Lord revive a church?
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How appropriate it is to know that the 
name Hezekiah means “the strength of 
God.” For as we consider how the Lord 

used this man to restore the people of Judah 
and Israel to Himself, we would indeed per-
ceive God’s power in action.

This young king of Judah inherited the king-
dom from his wicked father, King Ahaz, at one 
of the darkest hours in the history of the nation. 
Ahaz had fallen into idolatry, following in the 
steps of the kings of Israel. He worshipped Baal, 
burned his children in the fire, and offered sac-
rifices and burned incense in the high places (2 
Chr. 28:2-4). Furthermore, Ahaz provoked Jeho-
vah to anger by turning his back to the sanctu-
ary in Jerusalem and shutting its doors. He thus 
put out the lamps and destroyed the holy vessels 
of the house of God. He even replaced the altar 
of Jehovah by putting up other altars in every 
corner in Jerusalem (2 Chr. 28:24-25). It became 
impossible to burn incense to Jehovah in praise 
and worship or to approach Him with burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.

However, when recovery and revival of such 
a nation seemed absolutely hopeless, the God of 
all grace raised a standard against the enemy in 
the person of Hezekiah. Revival under this godly 
king stands out as the Old Testament revival that 
is possibly the most relevant to New Testament 
believers. For, in both principles and practices, it 
seems applicable to us in our day and age.

Cleansing of the temple 
Hezekiah wasted no time in starting the reforms 
that resulted in the reviving of the people of 
God. We read that he began to do so in the first 
month of the first year of his reign. He started 
by opening the doors of the house of God and 
repairing them (2 Chr. 29:3). This made it pos-
sible for the priests and the Levites to cleanse the 

House from all the defilement of Ahaz.
In the church age, the house of the living 

God is not a physical building made of bricks 
and mortar, but rather an edifice made up of 
living stones—believers saved by the grace of 
God. There are no physical doors that have 
to be kept open or that are at risk of being 
closed by man. But the church has a mission, 
given her by Christ, to uphold the truth. We 
will find such truth emphasized in Paul’s first 
letter to Timothy, chapter three. There we are 
told that the house of God is “the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 
That does not mean that the church herself is 
the truth, but that her responsibility is to be 
the pillar on which the truth is declared. The 
truth itself is Him who was God manifested 
in the flesh, who was justified in the Spirit, 
and who is now received up into glory (1 Tim. 
3:15-16). To keep the doors open and in good 
repair would mean upholding the pre-emi-
nence and the centrality of Christ among His 
people and reaching out of the open doors to 
the lost with the message of the gospel.

Sanctifying the priesthood
Before they could cleanse the temple of God, 
the priests and the Levites had to sanctify 
themselves (2 Chr. 29:5). They had to be able 
to say at the end, “We have cleansed all the 
house of the Lord” (2 Chr. 29:18). But how could 
they have purified anything at all if they were 
defiled themselves?

Applying this today should mean that for a 
revival to happen, both a personal and a corpo-
rate purification from defilement are necessary. 
First, on a personal level, each child of God is 
called on to strive to live a holy life, a life separat-
ed to the Lord. “If a man, therefore, purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sancti-

When recovery 
and revival of 
such a nation 
seemed abso-
lutely hopeless, 
the God of all 
grace raised 
a standard 
against the 
enemy in the 
person of  
Hezekiah.

THE KING’S SUBJECT by Boushra Mikhael

Revival Under Hezekiah
It ’s never too dark to see the light.
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fied, and fit for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good 
work” (2 Tim. 2:21). This is necessarily dependant on our 
yieldedness to the Holy Spirit and to the indwelling Christ. 

In like manner, a local church ought to be alert to any 
defilement, doctrinal (Gal. 5:7-9) or practical (1 Cor. 5:1-13), 
realizing that a little leaven leavens the whole lump. It is 
therefore incumbent on the leadership of the local assem-
bly to be vigilant against such dangers and to promptly 
deal with them as they arise (Ac. 20:29-32). Of note, howev-
er, is the remark in the Scripture that “the Levites were more 
upright in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests” (2 Chr. 
29:34). Since the priests were the ones who were in charge 
of actual worship, one would have expected it to be other-
wise. Yet this obviously was a sad reflection on the moral 
state into which the nation has fallen. In the New Testa-
ment economy, all the children of God have been made 
priests to God. There is no special sect that has a monopoly 
on priesthood. How grave is our responsibility, beloved, to 
sanctify ourselves unto the Lord, our Great High Priest.

The offerings 
Now that the temple has been purified and made ready 
for the offering of sacrifices, how very instructive to 
notice that the first offering was the sin offering, offered 
on behalf of the kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah (2 
Chr. 29:21). The service of the brazen altar was reinstated 
because that was the only place where God and the sinner 
could meet. Notice how the sprinkling of blood was front 
and center in all the sacrifices (2 Chr. 29:21-23).

Today there can be no revival without going back to 
the cross of Christ and preaching redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14).

This offer for atonement, however, was not limited 
to Judah only but to all of Israel, according to the king’s 
command (2 Chr 29:24). This corresponds to the call of 
the gospel today offered to “whosoever will” and “who-
soever believes.” For a true revival to take place among 
the people of God, emphasis has to be laid on the 
unmitigated truth of the gospel. Keeping in mind that 
our Lord “is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:2).

Praise 
Having accomplished atonement for all Israel, it became 
possible for them to offer praise unto the Lord. We read, 
“For the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin 

offering should be made for all Israel. And he set the Levites in 
the house of the Lord with cymbals and psalteries, and with 
harps according to the commandment” (2 Chr. 29:24-25). 
Notice that this is always the pattern in the Scriptures: 
redemption precedes praise. We see this clearly at the Red 
Sea and also around the throne in Revelation 5. In the 
same manner our worship and praise should be based on 
the redemptive work of our Saviour.

On that day in Jerusalem, praise had its guidelines, 
according to the commandment of David, Gad, and 
Nathan, but, more importantly, according to that of the 
Lord Himself (2 Chr. 29:25). Similarly, our praises to the 
Lord will abound in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
when the Word of Christ dwells in us richly (Col. 3:16).

We also observe that “when the burnt offering began, the 
song of the Lord began also” (2 Chr. 29:27). The burnt offer-
ing speaks of the sweet-smelling savor of Christ ascending 
to God. What a marvelous theme for us to take up in our 
worship and praise, as we lift up the Saviour, in all His 
beauties and perfections, to God the Father.

Then follows the call of King Hezekiah to the priests, 
to Judah, and to all Israel. Having been cleansed by 
the blood of the sacrifice, they are to draw near to the 
Lord (2 Chr. 29:31). This indeed is the essence of revival 
and constitutes its desired goal. Any revival at our time 
should have the same effect of drawing the people of 
God to Him. Even now, the Lord Himself is inviting His 
people to do so: “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus…and having a high 
priest over the house of God. Let us draw near with a true 
heart in the full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:19-22). What 
a great privilege we have in Christ and yet what an awe-
some responsibility as well.

The Passover
Restoring the celebration of this most important memo-
rial of God’s grace to Israel was the natural result of the 
revival that took place under King Hezekiah. But we 
should credit the Lord for strengthening His servant to 
call on all Israel to come together to celebrate. The invita-
tion was sent out to Judah and all the tribes in the north 
(2 Chr. 30:1). Since the Passover that was kept in Egypt 
was meant for all of Israel, it was therefore necessary to 
involve the entire nation. What a unifying force this was 
for them to remember what the Lord had done so long 
ago! There was only a poor remnant of them left in the 

REVIVAL UNDER HEZEKIAH
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the Passover lamb, the now united people “arose and took 
away the altars that were in Jerusalem and all the altars for 
incense took they away and cast them in the brook Kidron” 
(2 Chr. 30:14). A final purifying of the city was neces-
sary before partaking of the Passover. Does this remind 
us of the responsibility of believers today to examine 
ourselves before partaking of the emblems, lest we be 
found unworthy to eat and drink?

The blessed results of the revival in Hezekiah’s time 
were further seen in the desire of the people to extend 
the feast of unleavened bread for an extra seven days—
an indication of their desire to consecrate and separate 
themselves to the Lord. 

Last, “there was great joy in Jerusalem; for since the 
time of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, there 
was not the like in Jerusalem” (2 Chr. 30:26). How much 
greater would be our joy and gladness if we were to live 
lives separated to our God and experience the sanctify-
ing influence of the “feast.” “Purge out, therefore, the old 
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 
For even Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us. There-
fore, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleav-
ened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:7-8).     

land after the Assyrian deportation, but the appeal was 
to remind them that, if they were to return to the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, He would be willing to return 
to them (2 Chr. 30:6). The response to the invitation was 
mixed. Some mocked, others humbled themselves (cf. 
Ac. 17:32-34). The response in Judah was overwhelming 
and “a very great congregation” assembled in Jerusalem 
(2 Chr. 30:10-13). Thus, since the division in the days of 
Rehoboam, there had not been such a manifestation of 
the unity of God’s people.

A careful examination of the history of the church 
would reveal that in all of the revivals, celebrating the 
Lord’s supper became the most important gathering of 
the people of God. The kindling by the Holy Spirit of a 
true desire to remember the Lord has always accompa-
nied revivals.

The unifying influence of such activity is witnessed 
to by Scripture: “The bread which we break is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? Because we being many 
are one loaf, one body; for we partake of that one loaf ” (1 
Cor. 10:16-17, JND). Any attempt at trifling with the 
remembrance meeting, or at reducing it to a mere ritual, 
has always resulted in disastrous outcomes.

Of great interest to us also is that before they killed 

picture with classic cars to illustrate the gospel. The first 
year’s training will begin after Easter, 2008, Lord will-
ing. The intro mechanical training, car detailing and 
evangelism orientation will run from Mar 26 through 
May 4. The road trip is set to begin May 13 and will 
continue (with breaks) until the end of October. Those 
interested in more information, or those who would 
like an application, please contact: Grant Canfield (PE): 
gandscanfield@pei.sympatico.ca

Cross Canada Cruisers is slowly turning the corner, 
if you’ll forgive the pun. Three or four young men 
have expressed an interest in joining forces with 

others to spread the good news across the land. A few 
cars have been provided (a 1952 Lincoln Capri, a 1955 
Buick Riviera Super, and a 1956 Mercury Monclair). We 
are trusting the Lord to provide more committed men 
and vehicles as needed. We are grateful that brother 
Glen Hayes (Winnipeg) has offered to paint a parable 

SPECIAL REPORT

REVIVAL UNDER HEZEKIAH continued

Young men, is this for you?
• 18 years plus; willing to trust God
• a heart for those without a Savior
• a willingness to learn on the job
• a co-operative team spirit
• “well reported of” by your assembly
• ready to “launch out into the deep”
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As the return of the Lord draws near, the 
need for spiritual discernment among 
Christians is of the utmost importance. 

The devil knows that his time is short, and, 
as the last days come to a close, he will utilize 
every weapon in his arsenal to waylay the 
saints and whirl the unsaved to their destruc-
tion. Paul reminded Timothy that in the latter 
times “some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils…” 
(1 Tim. 4:1). Peter likewise warned, “But there 
were false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you” (2 Pet. 
2:1). There have always been false prophets 
in the world and false teachers in the church, 
but, toward the end of the last days, their 
presence and power will intensify. Christians 
are to function as salt and light, but as the 
world grows increasingly corrupt and plunges 
more deeply into spiritual darkness, the 
church’s influence will be significantly negat-
ed. This interesting episode in the ministry of 
the prophet Elisha shows what can happen to 
believers when they are not exercising spiri-
tual discernment.

The setting 
Elisha lived during one of the darkest times in 
Israel’s history. His mentor, Elijah, had boldly 
prophesied to King Ahab that it would not 
rain because of the sin and idolatry that char-
acterized the nation. Knowing the Scriptures 
as he did provided the man of God with the 
impetus to make such a powerful statement. 
Accordingly, a famine swept over the land, 
paralleling the spiritual famine that prompt-
ed it. To counter the effects of this spiritual 
famine, Elijah established schools for the sons 
of the prophets at strategic locations across 
the land. These schools were for the benefit of 

young men whom he had personally discipled 
and who were drawn together by a desire for 
mutual encouragement and edification. Upon 
Elijah’s translation to heaven (2 Kings 2), this 
duty was transferred to Elisha, his protégé.

On this occasion, following a time of spiri-
tual instruction, Elisha requested that his ser-
vant put on a great pot and boil stew for the 
sons of the prophets. But this servant, appar-
ently independently, went out into the field, 
gathered a lapful of wild gourds, and brought 
them back to be sliced into the stew. When it 
was offered to the sons of the prophets, they 
could not eat it and cried out to Elisha, “There 
is death in this pot!” (2 Ki. 4:40). With that, Eli-
sha immediately advised that meal be put into 
the pot, which miraculously counteracted the 
effects of the poisonous gourds.

The similarity
As we examine this portion of God’s Word, 
a number of present-day parallels jump out. 
First, is the similarity between Israel’s condi-
tion then and the world’s condition now. Just 
as there was a spiritual famine in the time of 
Elisha, so too there is a spiritual famine in 
our world today. The prophet Amos wrote: 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that 
I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11). For Israel, dis-
obedience to the Word of God brought about 
God’s judgment, resulting in a lack of rain and 
causing conditions in which healthy food was 
scarce and harmful food was in abundance. In 
our world, the profusion of poisonous “food” 
expressed through the arts, literature, phi-
losophy, and other media only substantiates 
the fact that there is a “famine” in the land—a 
dearth of the hearing of the words of the Lord. 

For Israel,  
disobedience to 
the Word of God 
brought about 
God’s judgment, 
resulting in a 
lack of rain. This 
caused condi-
tions in which 
healthy food 
was scarce  
and harmful 
food was in 
abundance.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT by Mark Kolchin

Discernment in the Day of Famine
Be careful what you eat (2 Kings 4:38-41)!
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Consequently, there are spiritual dangers at every turn. 
Paul exhorted Timothy, “Take heed to thyself and to the doc-
trine” (1 Tim. 4:16), emphasizing the need to be watchful 
in his personal life. How much more careful should the 
body of Christ be in these perilous times?

The servant 
Another similarity can be seen in the actions of Elisha’s 
servant. Like this servant, many well-meaning but naïve 
believers can be guilty of gathering harmful “food” (i.e. 
false doctrine) and introducing it into the assembly, 
bringing about much distress among the Lord’s people. 
The fact that he apparently acted independently clearly 
highlights the need for personal accountability in the 
body and the importance of closely monitoring the 
spiritual actions of the younger generation. Perhaps if he 
had declared what he had intended to do, this disaster 
might never have occurred. Could it be that he thought 
that a few more items introduced into the stew were nec-
essary to fill up the “great pot” or even to make it more 
tasteful? If so, it could easily represent the enthusiastic, 
but often erroneous, intentions of many novices in the 
Lord. After all, it was a great pot and, like the Word of 
God, it is sufficient provision for the Lord’s people.

The source 
The vine which was the source of the problem is also 
a key similarity. When the servant left the house, he 
was venturing out in the field. As it was then, so it is 
now—the world is filled with “wild vines” that look 
harmless enough but are actually deceptively poisonous. 
The fact that he returned with his lap full was prima 
facie evidence that something was dreadfully wrong! 
Vines often lie close to the earth and so remind us of the 
origin of all false doctrine—a cursed earth. The apostle 
Paul voiced this truth when he stated in Colossians 2:8, 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.” Believers need to have a Ber-
ean spirit, examining every teaching in the light of the 
Word of God, lest in time we discover the hard way that 
what we are imbibing is bad for our spiritual health.
 

The sons 
Further, there is also a valuable lesson illustrated by the 
sons of the prophets. These young disciples “in train-

ing” made a mistake that many of God’s people make, 
especially young people: they ate anything and every-
thing put before them! At the very least, they should 
have inquired as to what the servant had added to the 
stew. But, instead, it was given to the group apparently 
by other servants who “did not know what they were” (2 
Ki. 4:39). They should have asked the hard question, 
“Where did you get this?” But they didn’t, and they soon 
discovered the consequences of not being more discern-
ing. Whenever new or strange doctrine is introduced to 
the Lord’s people, there should always be a willingness 
to confront or at least ask the tough questions: “Where 
does this come from?” and “How does this line up with 
Word of God?” 

There is one thing, however, that was done correctly. 
When the sons of the prophets could not eat the stew, 
they went to a man of God who was more experienced 
and more mature than they. They knew something was 
wrong, but they did not know how to correct it. Young 
people, take note—don’t go it alone; take your questions 
to those who are more mature in the faith, and they will 
give you valuable advice that will keep you from harm.

The solution 
What was the solution to this problem? When Elisha’s 
help was solicited, the solution came by introducing 
meal into the pot of stew. Meal, especially fine meal, 
speaks of the moral and consistently fine life of Christ 
(cf. Lev 2). The antidote for any false doctrine is a proper 
understanding and application of the person and work 
of Christ. This is what will undo the adverse effects of 
false teaching. Note that the servant was not exhorted 
to pour out the contents of the pot, but, instead he was 
given the task of counteracting its contents. Nor was the 
servant ostracized for bringing the poisonous gourds 
in. As a matter of fact, the servant was the very one who 
was given the task of purifying the stew. What a lesson 
for today! Have we fallen prey to false teaching? Then we 
can witness the miraculous turnaround that results from 
feeding on a diet rich of the person of Christ.

Paul commended the Philippians concerning their 
spiritual discernment when he said, “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in 
all judgment” (Php 1:9). That same spiritual judgment is 
what believers everywhere need to exercise if they are to 
avoid the dangers that abound in this day of famine.     

DISCERNMENT IN THE DAY OF FAMINE continued
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FINALLY, BRETHREN by Jabe Nicholson

Looking Forward to Reward Day?
It ’s my impression that not many are. But why?

Do thoughts of the Judgment Seat bring you feelings of encouragement or trepidation? 
It could be that we are slacking in spiritual things, spending our days playing Monop-
oly with our God-given resources, forgetting, as has been said, that it’s all going back 

in the box. If so, we can hardly expect to find encouragement in the great day of His reward.
But it seems there may be another factor contributing to this uneasiness. There is a dan-

ger that we read our own not-so-Godlike attitudes into the text when what is there is actu-
ally very different. Because we often see fear used as an incentive, we assume our Father also 
does this. Because we are sometimes stingy in doling out rewards, we somehow feel that “the 
possessor of heaven and earth” will be, as well. So let’s look at what He actually says.

The minutest acts done for Him will be rewarded: “Whoever gives one of these little ones only a 
cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his 
reward” (Mt. 10:42). Notice the series of diminutives: the recipient is a little one; the gift is 
a common cup of cold water (the word water is not in the text; it is a cup of any cold drink); 
the honor of the gift is given to a disciple, not even in His name. The word “only” is insert-
ed, minimizing even this gift. Our Lord’s point is this: He will not overlook the smallest 
kindness, smile of encouragement, word of help, outstretched hand, sentence intercession, 
for His own. Fitting, of course, for the One who bottles our tears and numbers our hairs.

There will be some real surprises on that day: Matthew 10 also describes the following 
breathtaking possibility: some unknown homemaker in a small town in the Prairies has 
received a phonecall from a well-respected evangelist in the East; a young preacher friend is 
heading cross-country and he wonders if this sister would give him a place to stay overnight 
and perhaps breakfast in the morning. She happily agrees, saying something like, “Any 
friend of yours is a friend of ours.” Perhaps she offers to do his laundry, or her husband fills 
up the young man’s car with gas. Now at the judgment, this sister is proffered the reward 
of an evangelist. Some mistake? Oh, no, the Lord doesn’t make mistakes! “He who receives a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous 
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward” (v. 41).

But what about the fire? We shall not suddenly be placed under Law on that day. It will be 
all grace, and the fire will be there for our good. We’ll wish we had done it for Him, not for 
self, but we will be so grateful that the fire will forever remove it from sight (1 Cor. 3:13).

No believer will be left out: Does it frighten you to read: “Judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest 
the counsels of the hearts” (1 Cor. 4:5)? It might have frightened me too—if I hadn’t seen the 
rest of the verse: “and then shall every man have praise of God.” Do you think the Lord will 
scour our lives looking for failures to expose them to our fellow believers? The accounts of 
Old Testament saints in the NT is surely evidence that love covers a multitude of sins (1 Pet. 
4:8). See those used as examples of the faithful in Hebrews 11—Samson, Jephthah, and the 
rest. Peter uses Lot and Sarah as good examples, too. I am greatly encouraged and can hardly 
wait to see what masterpieces the Lord has made of our fumbling, bumbling ways!     

When the Lord 
Jesus said that He 
was coming quickly 
and His reward was 
with Him, was that 
intended to be a 
threat or an 
incentive?
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UPLOOK
If the outlook is dark, try the uplook.

The greatest obstacle to the conversion of Nineveh was not to be found 
in Nineveh. It was not the sin and corruption of the Ninevites, although those 
were great. It was not the graft-ridden police force or corrupt politicians. It was 
not the false cults and religions. The biggest obstacle to the salvation of Nineveh 
was found in the heart of a pious, prejudiced man named Jonah. There was no 
deceitfulness in all of Nineveh like the deceitfulness in Jonah’s heart.

Jonah was the key to the salvation of Nineveh. God’s people are the key to the 
spiritual climate of our nation and world.	 —George Sweeting

HINDERANCES 
 					         TO Revival?


