
A U G - S E P T  2 0 0 7

WITNESSING 
BY OUR LIVES

James L. Carder

THE SECRET 
OF POWER

T. L. Cuyler

STORIES 
WORTH 

REPEATING
A. J. Pollock

A s s e s s  t h e  N e e d  •  C a t c h  t h e  V i s i o n  •  T a k e  t h e  C h a l l e n g e

Blowing our cover

UPLOOK

www.uplook.org

http://www.uplook.org


FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK by James Martin

In 1970, the United States Marshals Service established the Witness Protection Program. 
Recognizing that the dangers of testifying would frighten many witnesses into silence, 
the program was designed to encourage witnesses to testify by providing them with new 

names, new identities, and new homes to protect them from intimidation prior to their testi-
mony and retaliation afterwards. Since its inception, more than 7,500 witness and 9,500 fam-
ily members have been protected by the program and, according to the USMS website, “No 
program participant who follows security guidelines has ever been harmed while under the 
active protection of the Marshals Service.” Fear can silence men who might otherwise speak up 
in defense of a noble cause. Allaying such fear is a crucial step in ensuring faithful testimony. 

There is no more noble cause than that to which Christians have been called. It is our privi-
lege to be witnesses of the One who is the Truth. You’d think that we would always be eager to 
testify of Him. Yet, if we are honest, many of us must confess that such is not always the case. 
Why? What is the source of our reluctance? There are many  answers to that question, but per-
haps the most common—and honest—is fear. How can we deal with that fear?

First, we should confess it and ask the Lord to change us. The self-righteous pretence of 
bravery will not impress Him. But He will delight to prove Himself strong to those who con-
fess their weakness and depend upon Him for deliverance from it.

Secondly, it might help to be realistic about the amount of danger we actually face. Ironi-
cally, those whose risk of persecution is the greatest seem to be the ones who fear it the least. 
Whereas those of us whose greatest risk is a little mockery—and, typically, not even that—are 
the most intimidated.

Thirdly, we need to put things into perspective. What is the worst the enemy can do? The 
Lord Jesus reminded the persecuted church at Smyrna that not even death was an obstacle 
to Him. He “was dead, and has come to life” (Rev. 2:9). Christ will take the enemy’s worst and 
transform it into the crown of life (Rev. 2:10).

But most importantly, the antidote to fear is to “consider Him who has endured such hostility 
by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 12:3). We are wit-
nesses. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses (Heb. 12:1). But there is a far greater 
Witness. Jesus Christ, the faithful and true Witness (Rev. 1:5; 3:14), has shown us the way. 
It cost Him His life. So we, too, are to lay down our lives for the gospel. For some, that will 
entail the death of the body. For all, that will entail the death of the old man. Because there are 
things other than fear that prevent our witnessing. Unbelief. Apathy. Worldliness. These need 
to be executed as we daily entrust ourselves to the One who died that we might live.

The idea of a Witness Protection Program didn’t originate with the United States Marshals 
Service. Long before the U.S. Marshals, before the United States, in fact, before the creation of 
the world, the Lord arranged for the security of His witnesses. A new name (Rev. 2:17). A new 
identity (Rev. 3:5). A new home (Rev. 3:12).

Perfect security. Eternal security.
“You who are protected by the power of God through faith for  

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5).

The Witness Protection Program
Blowing our cover

“…ye shall be  
witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” 
(Ac. 1:8).
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GOOD QUESTION And the Word has good answers

Four-Color Printing 
How do you answer someone who points out seeming discrepancies in the four accounts?

For many years the art of color printing presented 
serious difficulties, and good results were obtain-
able only by means of a costly and tedious process. 

At last, however, a method was developed known as the 
“four-color process” which made color printing simpler 
while giving much more satisfactory results. 

By using a series of filters (the process is now done 
by laser scans, ed.) three basic colors—yellow, blue, and 
red—plus black, are extracted 
from the original picture. This 
appeared in a series of overlap-
ping dots of larger or smaller 
size. When these four dots 
were printed side by side, the 
eye “mixed” the colors, seeing 
orange, for example, when a 
medium yellow and red dot were printed side-by-side.

Each color printer thus contributes that which the 
other could not possibly supply, and the combination of 
all four makes a picture which could never be produced 
by only one color. This is just the case with the accounts 
by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

In order to give us a perfect picture of Christ, each 
writer furnishes an impression, so to speak, in his own 
color. Matthew tells us of the King, Mark speaks of the 
Servant, Luke sketches for us the perfect Man, and John 
shows us the Son of God. In some parts of the picture 
their colors are combined to give us a united testimony, 
while on the other hand each of the records contains 
particulars which are not found in any of the others. We 
can only have a perfect impression when these testimo-
nies are imprinted, one after another, on our hearts. To 
show this principle is well founded, we will place under 
our magnifier the superscription that Pilate put up over 
the head of our Saviour on the Cross.

Some have contended that the differing descriptions 
given of this superscription prove that the Gospels are 
inaccurate. A few words are given as being inscribed as 
His “accusation”; here at least we should find absolute 
accuracy, but the versions given do not agree.

Matthew records the words: “This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews.” Mark has simply: “The King of the Jews.” Luke: 
“This is the King of the Jews”; and John: “Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.” 

There is no difficulty with Mark’s record; it harmo-
nizes with the others as far as it goes. He wrote his Gos-
pel for Romans, and uses the simplest and most direct 
language, making his account the shortest. He mentions 

only the gist of why Pilate had 
Jesus crucified, nothing more.

It is noteworthy that the 
inscription was written, as Luke 
tells us, in three languages: 
“Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.” 
John also says it was written in 
three, but in a different order: 

“Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.” Why? It is likely that they 
give preeminence to the language they understood best. 

Luke, a physician, doubtless studied with the help 
of Greek textbooks, and had spent considerable time 
in Europe. As well, he is mentioned apart from Paul’s 
fellow-workers who were “of the circumcision” (Col. 4:11); 
and his Gospel bears evidence of an accurate knowledge 
of that tongue. It is probable that Luke gave the inscrip-
tion as it appeared in Greek.

John, however, was a Galilean fisherman and better 
acquainted with the Aramaic dialect of Hebrew, while 
Matthew, a tax collector under the Romans, would have 
rendered his accounts in Latin. So it seems exceed-
ingly probable that Matthew gives the inscription that 
appeared in Latin, Luke gave that which was in Greek, 
and John the Hebrew. Interestingly, when the inscrip-
tions are written in their native characters (the Latin has 
22 characters; Hebrew and Greek, 20), they take almost 
exactly the same amount of space. The full sentence in 
Greek and Latin could not have been made to fit.

Seeing how easily and naturally this “difficulty” 
is explained, how many other difficulties in the Bible 
could be explained in an equally satisfactory way if only 
we had a little more knowledge?       —Arthur Gook

Hic est Jesus Rex Judoerum

Houtos estin ho basileus ton joudaion

Yeshu  han-notsr i  malk a  d ihudaey
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FRONT LINES Pray around the world; praise around the clock

WESTBROOK, ME BIBLE CONFERENCE
A cordial invitation is extended for all to 
join for the annual Bible conference, DV, 
at Spring Hill Gospel Hall, Westbrook, 
ME Oct 5-7. Speakers expected are 
Wade LeBlanc (NB) and Donald Norbie 
(CO). Overnight accommodations avail-
able upon early request.  Contact:  
Daniel F. Chick, 95 Maple Street, West-
brook ME 04092 ph: 207-449-1492

YOUTH CONFERENCE AT CRESCENT HILLS
There will be a youth conference at Cres-
cent Hills Bible Chapel, Morgantown, 
WV Oct 5-7 for teens in grades 7-12. 
Scott DeGroff (KS) will be speaking. 
Contact: Steve Boone 304-296-4517 
email: boonestar@westco.net

NC LADIES MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
Hosted by Faith Bible Fellowship and 
Wilmington Bible Chapel, the 56th 
Annual North Carolina Ladies Mission-
ary Conference will be held Oct 6 from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm (lunch provided). 
The conference location in Raleigh, NC 
is at Wake Christian Academy. Speak-
ers are Dr. Colleen Redit, India, Anne 
Chalvet, France, and Christina Harengo-
zo with the Ezekiel Project. Also, there 
will be reports from young ladies who 
have recently been on summer missions 

trips. Contact: Mary King 910-686-
0501 email: we_king@hotmail.com

GILBERTSVILLE PA CONFERENCE
Grace Gospel Chapel in Gilbertsville, 
PA welcomes everyone to their annual 
conference on Saturday, Oct 6 from 10 
AM and 4 pm (lunch provided). The 
expected speaker is Boushra Mikhael 
(ON) who will minister the Word. On 
account of meal preparation, please 
RSVP by Oct 1 to Bruce Keyser 610-582-
8797 email: bakeyser@dejazzd.com

WORD ALIVE SE FALL STUDY PROGRAM
Studies will be held on the following 
Saturdays at Washington Chapel,  
808 E. Robert Toombs Ave, Washing-
ton, GA. Scheduled times are 9:00 am 
- 3:00 pm and lunch will be provided.
Oct 13	 Steve Price	 Prayer
Nov 10	 Alan Gamble	 Leadership
Dec 8	 Rex Trogden	 Joshua Part 5
Contact: Mike Attwood 706-678-3180  
or email: saved2serve@mac.com

YORK, PA BIBLE STUDY
Now in its 18th year, the study meets 
at the North York Gospel Chapel, York, 
PA on the 2nd Saturday of the month 
Sep - May from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
with lunch provided. Oct 13: Ephesians 

with Bruce Hulshizer, Nov 10: 1 Cor-
inthians with Steve Hulshizer, Dec 8: 
Colossians with Tom Irwin. Contact:  
Steve Hulshizer 717-308-2829 email: 
S.Hulshizer1@verizon.net

117th ANNUAL CONF. IN DETROIT
Curtis Gospel Chapel, Detroit MI will 
hold it’s 117th Annual Conference, Lord 
willing, on Oct 13-14. Invited speakers 
are J. Wade Le Blanc (NB) and Joe Reese 
(ON). Meetings begin Saturday at 
2:30 pm and will conclude Sunday at 
4:00 pm. All are welcome to join for two 
days of fellowship and great messages 
from God’s Word. Contact: Gerald 
Fitzgerald, 29911 Orangelawn St., Livo-
nia, MI 48150-3034 ph: 734-425-4217

MISSIONARY CONFERENCE IN FL
A warm invitation is extended to attend 
the Missionary Conference at Park of 
the Palms in Keystone Heights, FL on 
the weekend of Oct 19-20. There will be 
separate meetings for men and women. 
The speakers for the women will be 
Colleen Reditt (India) and Amy Her-
nandez (Mexico). Speaker for the men 
is Joel Hernandez (Mexico), who is now 
Missions Instructor at Emmaus Bible 
School. Contact: Helen Pinches 352-
473-6393 email mompinch@aol.com 

The conveners of this upcoming conference invite you to “come stick your toes in the sand and 
enjoy excellent ministry from the Word each day.” The conference features up to 6 hours of 
free time for fellowship with family or friends. The expected speakers for general sessions are Randy Amos and 

Bernard Osborne, with Tim McNeal taking responsibility for children’s meetings. 
Important information about room availability—All two and three bedroom suites have already been reserved for this 

year’s conference. If you have a large family, check with the registrar for the availability of adjoining single bedrooms. 
To learn more or to register, visit www.mbbibleconferences.org  Further questions? Contact Mark Hartley at 919-598-0392.

Myrtle Beach Bible Conference ’07
Enjoy ministry in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina from December 26th-29th
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FRONT LINES continued

LAND OF THE SKY CONFERENCE
Asheville Gospel Chapel will host the 
Land of the Sky conference, Sat., Oct 20. 
Foreign missionary, Paul Bramson, and 
domestic missionary, Dennis Bailey will 
speak. Contact: Ron Morgan at 828-
337-1625 or morganconsult@AOL.com

CAMP HOPE, GA FALL CONFERENCE
Camp Hope will hold their Fall Family 
Conference Oct 26-28 with Alan Mal-
chuck ministering God’s Word, in the 
will of the Lord. The conference begins 
Friday at 6:00 pm and ends Sunday with 
lunch. There will not be a set charge 
or suggested offering. We realize that 
many young families would not be able 
to meet the expenses of such a camp. 
We trust the Lord will move the hearts 
of others to give above the cost of their 
coming to supply the needs of others. 
Contact: Steve Roys 770-536-4787 
email: camphopega@arilion.com  
www.camphopega.org for registration.

CALVINSIM – ARMINIANISM SEMINAR
Mike Attwood (GA) will be the speaker 
at a seminar dealing with the topics 
of Calvinism and Arminianism. This 
will be a Biblically-based examination 
of these two controversial theological 
perspectives and how they affect a 
believer’s walk and witness. The date 
is Sat, Oct 27 from 9:30 am - noon at 
Bethany Bible Chapel, Toms River, NJ. 
Lunch will be provided. Contact: Mark 
Kolchin, PO Box 305, Lanoka Harbor, 
NJ 08734  knowtheword@comcast.net

WOMEN’S RETREAT IN NJ
A “meat of the Word” study in Mark, 
hosted by Bethany Chapel, Toms River, 
NJ will be held at America’s Keswick in 
Whiting, NJ from dinner Friday to din-
ner Saturday, Nov 2-3. The Lord’s mes-

senger is expected to be Keith Keyser. 
Contact: Greg Kuras 732-920-7191.

WORD ALIVE SE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Alan Gamble (Scotland) will lead a 
conversational Bible reading on Gala-
tians at Camp Hope, Dahlonega, GA, 
Tuesday through Friday, Nov 6-9. Come 
having studied Galatians and be ready 
to participate. Cost: $ 75. Contact:   
Sam Thorpe 706-359-6297 
email: sambarb@nu-z.net

FATHER/SON RETREAT AT IROQUOINA
It’s time again for the annual father/son 
retreat at Camp Iroquoina Nov 9-11. 
Mark your calendars for a great week-
end with Jim VanDuzer as the speaker. 
As usual be prepared for the unusual 
when it comes to the activities led by Jay 
Allen and company.  Contact: Mark 
Thomas 570-967-2577

10th ANNUAL SUDBURY YOUTH CONF.
Sudbury Bible fellowship plans to 
hold its 10th annual youth conference 
Nov 9-11. Jabe Nicholson (MI) is the 
planned speaker. Contact: Dave Duffy 
705-562-3970 email:  
sudburyyouthconference@gmail.com
www.sudburyyouthconference.com

LOUISIANA FALL CONFERENCE
The Fall Bible Conference at Southside 
Bible Chapel, Lafayette, LA is scheduled 
for Nov 10-11. The expected speaker is 
Mike Atwood (GA). Meals will be pro-
vided at the chapel.  Contact: William 
O. Walker, 103 Robert Drive, Lafayette, 
LA 70506-3241 ph: 337-232-6577 
email: wowalker@bellsouth.net

FALL CONFERENCE IN KANSAS
The Hutchinson Gospel Chapel Fall 
Conference will be held Nov 17-18 in 
Hutchinson, KS. The scheduled speaker 

is Tom Taylor (PA).  Contact: Andrew 
Hawkinson 620-664-6496  
email: ahawkinson@ksbiblecamp.org

COLLEGE & CAREERS IN AMES
A College and Career group will meet 
again this year at the Moore home at 
127 East Oneil Drive in Ames, IA. C&C 
serves young adults who have gradu-
ated from high school and are enrolled 
in a local school such as Iowa State Uni-
versity or are working in the area. Food, 
fun, Bible study and special events 
keep the group lively. Transportation is 
available both to C&C and to either of 
two assemblies.  Contact: Bill Moore 
515-232-1167

HALTON HILLS BIBLE CHAPEL, ON
The Lord has led the saints of Hoped-
ale Bible Chapel, Oakville Ontario, to 
encourage the starting of a new assem-
bly in nearby Georgetown, a community 
of Halton Hills. To support this work, 
three elders moved out from Hopedale. 
On Sunday Jul 8, 26 people attended the 
first meeting, held at the local Christian 
school, to break bread and fellowship. 
Harry Graham of Toronto taught the 
Word. Please pray as the Lord builds His 
church! Contact: Don MacMullen  
905-825-3893 or Hanniel Ghezzi  
email: hannielghezzi@hotmail.com  
www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com

NEW LOCATION IN CLERMONT, FL
New Testament Believers’ Fellowship 
of Clermont FL, has a new meeting 
address. The new location at 355 Citrus 
Tower Blvd. is on a main street and easy 
to locate. The assembly is excited as to 
how the Lord will use this relocation to 
His Glory and continue to feel blessed 
to be a part of His Work in Clermont. 
Contact: Lanny Evans 407-469-2712  
email: bluedolphin@embarqmail.com

The group that now gather 
at Halton Hills Bible Chapel, 

Georgetown, Ontario
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So Great Salvation
“The glorious gospel of the blessed (happy) God” (1 Tim. 1:11).

KEY WORDS Unlocking the riches of His grace

1. Foreknowledge, prognosis: “That aspect of God’s nature 
that gave Him the ability to design the plan of salvation 
before time with all facts at hand.” Knowing before-
hand Satan’s rebellion and man’s joining him as an 

accomplice, Israel’s failure, 
their rejection of Messiah 
(Ac. 2:23), and the personal 
failures of His people, God 
nevertheless devised a certain 
plan that would overrule 
the devil’s ploys and man’s 
stupidity; the sovereign Lord 
would accomplish it in spite 
of us! It determined His elec-
tive scheme regarding Israel 
(Rom. 11:2), the Christ (1 Pet. 
1:19-20), and the Church (1 
Pet. 1:2).

Romans 9:11 declares 
that no failure on man’s part could thwart the overall 
purposes of God. His choice was made before they had 
done good or evil, and so anything they might do sub-
sequently could not change His plan. (The word cannot 
mean fore-loved as used in Acts 26:5 and 2 Peter 3:17). 
NB: For an interesting case, see David at Keilah (1 Sam. 
23:11-12) where God not only knew the future, but the 
consequences of all the options!

2. Predestination, pro-orizo: “An act of God based on His 
foreknowledge (Rom. 8:28-30) whereby He makes the 
goal of adoption certain for the believer” (see Eph. 1:5). 
This necessitated the pre-planned death of Christ (Acts 
4:23-31). It involves the utilizing of hidden wisdom (i.e., 
what man calls foolishness and weakness) to accomplish 
it (1 Cor. 1:20–2:16). It leads to two great blessings: to 
be like the Son Himself (Rom. 8:29); and to be sons in 
all the privileges and responsibilities of such a position 
(Eph. 1:5). God’s predetermination guarantees that pres-
ent circumstances not only will not interfere with this 

I. Salvation is found in receiving a Person: “But we preach 
Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23). “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him against that day” (2 Tim. 
1:12). “…Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead… 
Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must 
be saved” (Ac. 4:10-12).

II. Salvation is based on believ-
ing certain historical facts: “For 
I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: and that He was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve: after that, He was seen of above five hun-
dred brethren at once…After that, He was seen of James; then 
of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of me…” 
(1 Cor. 15:3-8; see also Rom. 10:9).

III. Salvation includes many interconnected teachings: Here 
are some examples: “For whom He did foreknow, He 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He 
also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: 
and whom He justified, them He also glorified” (Rom. 
8:29-30; see also Eph. 1:3-7).

These blessings are necessary to meet the require-
ments of the law, to correct deficiencies in man, to pro-
vide new resources for the life of faith, or to manifest the 
glories of God. Here are some brief “working” defini-
tions of some of the key words associated with salvation:

The prophets  
and the angels  
(1 Pet. 1:10-12) 
have found God’s 
salvation to be a 
fascinating study. 
Have we?
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process, but will actually work in us conformity 
to Christ (Rom. 8:28-30) and guarantees our 
inheritance in the future (Eph. 1:11).

3. Election, eklektos: “God (for reasons explained 
in 1 Cor. 1 & 2 where He declares the basis of 
His choice), in blessing mankind, sets to one side 
all firsts and chooses all seconds that the plan 
might be based solely on grace.” The word is 
used to describe the divine choice of: Christ (Isa. 
42:1; Lk. 23:35; 1 Pet. 2:6); angels (1 Tim. 5:21); 
Israel (Rom. 11:28); the twelve—including Judas 
(Lk. 6:13; Jn. 6:70; 13:18; 15:16); the Church 
(Eph. 1:4); and the Tribulation remnant (Mt. 
24:22, 24). It should be seen that this election is 
for a role, designed to bring blessing to the wid-
est possible number. In this age, the sphere of 
the believer’s choosing is Christ (Eph. 1:4) and is 
linked to God’s foreknowledge (1 Pet. 1:2). See 
Jas. 2:5; Col. 3:12; 1 Thess. 1:4; and 2 Pet. 1:10). 

4. Adoption (son-placing), whyothesia: This is the 
ultimate goal God has set for the believer (Eph. 
1:5), bringing us into eternal realities. We are 
made sons at the moment of salvation and 
thus already have received a spirit of adoption 
“whereby we cry, Abba, Father,” (Rom. 8:14-15), 
but the son-placing will occur at the time of the 
redemption of the body (Rom. 8:23). By cling-
ing to the law, Israel failed to enter into sonship 
(Rom. 9:4), a privilege into which we come solely 
the work of Christ (Gal. 4:1-7). NB references to 
“My God” in Mt. 27:46 and Jn. 20:17, with the 
addition of “My Father and your Father.”

5. Grace, charis: (a) The condition of God’s heart 
moving in good will toward sinners; (b) the 
extending of merciful kindness to such individu-
als as a result; and (c) the benefits received as 
an unmerited gift from the gracious One. Grace 
is put over against “works” (Eph. 2:8-9), “debt” 
(Rom. 4:4), “offence” or trespass, and abound-
ing “sin” (Rom. 5:15, 17, 20), and the “law” (Gal. 
2:21; 5:4). It is undeserved favor from God to sin-
ners at the expense of Christ. “You know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 8:9).

6. Repentance, metanoia: Simply, a change of 
mind. “The Lord is not slack concerning His prom-
ise as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 
Man naturally does not think rightly about 
himself, sin, God, or the way of salvation. In 
order to be saved, he must be re-educated by the 
Word. This change of think-
ing should lead to believing 
God: “So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
Repentance is agreeing with 
God that I deserve to be 
executed for my sins. Such 
repentance should evidence 
itself in “fruits” or “works” 
suitable for repentance (Mt. 
3:8; Ac. 26:20).

7. Faith, pistis: This can refer 
to the object of faith, “For 
ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:26). Or it can refer to the act of believing: 
“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:28). Or 
it can refer to the content of belief, as in Paul’s 
testimony, “they had only heard, That he which 
persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith 
which once he destroyed” (Gal. 1:23). With refer-
ence to salvation, it involves all three—the rea-
sonable response of the heart to Christ in light of 
the evidence given by God. See 6 and 7 linked in 
Mark 1:15.

8. Regeneration, paliggenesia: to be born anew; the 
imparting of divine life from above, instantly 
transferring the soul into the realm of the eter-
nal. It is only used once in this sense: “Not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit” 
(Titus 3:5). But the idea is found elsewhere, espe-
cially in the words of the Lord Jesus as cited in 

You remember 
that the 
prodigal’s 
brother had 
to ask a 
servant what 
was going on 
in the father’s 
house. It would 
be sad if the 
angels knew 
more about 
salvation than 
we did.

“THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED (HAPPY) GOD”
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John’s Gospel. For example, in John 3 regarding 
being born again (anew or from above). Also 
note John 5:24.

9. Imputation, logizomai: to reckon, to put to one’s 
account. “And the scripture was fulfilled which 
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness, and he was called the 
Friend of God” (Jas. 2:23). A similar verse in Gal. 
3:6 renders the word as “accounted to him.” A 
different Greek word is used in Rom. 5:13 where 
the English word “not imputed” means “not reg-
istered with complete clarity.” We have the idea 
of this double imputation in 2 Cor. 5:21, “For He 
hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” Included here is the idea of Substitution, 
where one takes the place of another.

10. Redemption: There are two different words 
translated by the English word “redemption.” 
First, apolutrosis means “a releasing effected 
by payment of ransom” and is used in Romans 
3:24, “Being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Also in Rom. 
8:23; Eph. 1:7, 14; 4:30; Col. 1:14; Heb. 9:15 and 
the cognate lutrosis in Heb. 9:12. Another word, 
exagorazo, literally “out of the market,” is used 
in Gal. 4:5, “To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” In 
Hebrew, the gawal was translated as redeemer, 
kinsman, revenger, avenger, ransom, and deliv-
erer, among others. Ruth gives the divine por-
trait of our Redeemer. For a link between words 
10 & 11, see Rom. 3:24.

11. Justification, dikaiosis: “To judicially declare 
right so as to have the force of law.” A person is 
“ justified freely by His grace” (Rom. 3:24); “ justi-
fied by faith” (Rom. 3:28); justified by His blood” 
(Rom. 5:9); “ justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11); and “ by 
works a man is justified” (Jas. 2:24). Christ was 
“raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 
Grace is the motive of justification, faith the 
human response, blood the price paid to effect 

it, the Spirit the agent, works the evidence, and 
the resurrection the guarantee. (To understand 
the link between Rom. 4, Gal. 2 and James 2, 
note the chronology of the three events as given 
in Gen. 15:6; 17:11; and ch. 22.)

12. Forgiveness, aphesis, aphiemi: in the primary 
sense, to send away or to abandon. “In whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Col. 1:14). Forgiveness is agreeing to pay 
the damages done by another, and then never 
bringing up the account again—sending them 
away, much like the scapegoat, the azazel. As far 
as God is concerned, our sins are out of sight 
(Micah 7:19), out of reach (Ps. 103:12), and out of 
mind (Heb. 10:17). This is 
the forgiveness we should 
practice with others. As 
the Lord said, “When you 
stand praying, forgive, if you 
have ought against any; that 
your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses” (Mk. 11:25). 

13. Reconciliation, katallasso: 
“to be returned to favor,” 
but this is necessary only 
on our side; God does not 
need to be reconciled. 
“And all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to 
Himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation” 
(2 Cor. 5:18). Our message 
to sinners is similarly on their part alone: “we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” 
(v. 20). Paul adds the prefix apo to the word in 
Ephesians 2:16; and Colossians 1:20, 21 to mean 
fully or completely reconciled. In Hebrews 2:17, 
the word should be translated “propitiation.” 
This word is the same used for “mercy seat” and 
for God to be “propitiated” means that He has 
found satisfaction is the blood sprinkled there. 
God rests in the finished work of Christ. Specifi-

One drop of 
blood each 
year on the 
mercy seat was 
enough; in it 
God saw all that 
His Son would 
do at Calvary.

SO GREAT SALVATION continued
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cally He has received full payment for “the sins 
that are past,” i.e., He was holding hundreds of 
promissory notes given each year on the Day 
of Atonement, at which times He agreed to live 
another year in the midst of a sinful people, 
awaiting the full payment at the hand of Christ.

14. Peace, eirene: A result of justification (Rom. 
5:1), and reconciliation (Col. 1:20), it is the 
“tranquil state of the soul assured of its salva-
tion through Christ, and so fearing nothing 
from God and content with its lot.” Christ “made 
peace through the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). 
He “came and preached peace” (Eph. 2:17). And 
“He is our peace” (v. 14). In addition, “the fruit of 
the Spirit is…peace” (Gal. 5:22) and “the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly” 
(Rom. 16:20). “Let us therefore follow after the 
things that make for peace” (Rom. 14:19), having 
our “feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace” (Eph. 6:15). Peace has been described 
as, not the outward absence of turmoil but the 
inward presence of God.

15. Assurance, plerophoria: “For our gospel came not 
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance” (1 Thess. 
1:5). There are three aspects to this assur-
ance: “the full assurance of understanding, to the 
acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ” (Col. 2:2); “the full assur-
ance of hope” (Heb. 6:11); and the full assurance 
of faith” (Heb. 10:22). This is also linked with 
the doctrine of Eternal Security. Assurance 
may be lacking for three reasons: a person is not 
truly saved and the Spirit is convicting them; a 
person is truly saved and living for Christ but 
is being attacked by the devil to unsettle them; 
or a person is truly saved but “walking after the 
flesh” and therefore has no evidence in their life 
of the life of faith. Assurance does not come by 
looking at self, however: We “assure our hearts 
before Him” (1 Jn. 3:19). What Christ did on the 
cross make us safe; what God says in His Word 
makes us sure. I can no more assure myself by 
myself than I can save myself.

16. Sanctification, hagiazo: From the same root 
meaning of Holiness. In its primary sense, it 
means to be different, then to be set apart (usu-
ally for special attention), then to be wholly for 
God, and finally that process by which those 
who have been declared right (justified) shall 
be ultimately made right. “By the which will we 
are sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for 
all” (Heb. 10:10). 
“Wherefore Jesus also, 
that He might sanctify 
the people with His 
own blood, suffered 
without the gate. Let 
us go forth therefore 
unto Him outside the 
camp, bearing His 
reproach. For here 
have we no continuing 
city, but we seek one to 
come” (Heb. 13:12-14). 
There is positional 
sanctification (Heb. 
10:14), experiential 
sanctification (2 Tim. 
2:21), and ultimate 
sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23). The Word has a 
role (Jn. 17:17), as do the Holy Spirit (1 Pet. 1:2), 
other believers (1 Cor. 7:14), and our personal 
wills (1 Thess. 4:3-4). But it is greatly encourag-
ing to know that “of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us…sanctification” (1 Cor. 
1:30). In the mind of God, it is a completed fact 
(see Heb. 10:10, 14).

If I could only tell Him as I know Him,
My Redeemer who has brightened all my way;
If I could tell how precious is His presence,
I am sure that you would make Him yours today.

If I could only tell you how He loves you,
And if we could through the lonely garden go;
If I could tell His dying pain and pardon,
You would worship at His wounded feet, I know.

	  —Hymn 809, Redemption Songs     

“THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED (HAPPY) GOD”

“For who has 
known the mind 
of the Lord, or 
who has been 
His counsellor?” 
(Rom. 11:34).
In other words, 
who else would 
have conceived 
such a plan  
as this?

11UPLOOK / A U G U S T - S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7



WORLD VIEW The church, the culture, the conflict

What Makes Young People Happy?
Two surprising surveys and some honest answers.

In a recent survey by The Associated Press and MTV, 
AP writers Eric Gorski and Trevor Tompson reported 
that, in their words, “Among America’s young people, 

godliness contributes to happiness.” 
Through extensive interviews, the 

study found that “people aged 13 to 24 
who describe themselves as very spiri-
tual or religious tend to be happier 
than those who don’t.”

No surprise for those who have 
done door-to-door work in the U.S.: 
“Among races, African-Americans 
are most likely to describe religion as 
being the single most important thing 
in their lives. Females are slightly 
more religious than males, and the 
South is the most religious region.”

“The poll’s mission was to figure 
out what makes young people happy.…Eighty percent of 
those who call religion or spirituality the most impor-
tant thing in their lives say they’re happy.”

However, in a generation that has been bombarded 
with the message that intolerance is the unpardonable 
sin and tolerance the ultimate virtue, the survey found 
that “Sixty-eight percent agree with the statement, ‘I  
follow my own religious and spiritual beliefs, but I think 
that other religious beliefs could be true as well.’” 

While that may be possible with other religions, in 
can hardly be true of Christianity. Can there be other 
ways at the same time that Jesus is the only way?

Nonetheless it is key to know that—even after several 
decades of unparallelled materialism—there is a still 
a deep spiritual hunger in the hearts of young people. 
And it’s our responsibility to explain the Good News in 
ways that are relevant, gripping and clear to them.

IS MONEY THE KEY?
Another AP-MTV poll, conducted from April 16 to 23, 
looked at the role of money in young peoples’ lives. AP 
staff writers Alan Fram and Trevor Tomson point out 

the ambivalence in the minds of these young adults 
when it comes to the subject. “…Underscoring young 
people’s ambiguity, 49 percent say they would be hap-

pier if they had more money, but the 
exact same amount say additional 
money would leave them about as 
happy as they already are.” 

Perhaps here’s what they’re really 
saying: Money by itself can’t make 
you happy, but the worry over it, per-
ceived lack of it, or mis-managing of 
it, can certainly cause grief. 

The interviews showed that “Five 
percent of whites, 8 percent of blacks 
and 15 percent of Hispanics put 
money at the top of their unhappi-
ness list. Fifty-five percent of males 
name it as their greatest source of 

woe, 10 percent more than females.” 
Fram and Tomson offer an explanation for this by 

quoting Jerald Bachman, a social psychology prof at the 
University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research. 
“Traditionally, men are supposed to be the breadwinner. 
For women that’s not as central a part of the self-image. 
This breadwinner thing dies hard.” 

“This breadwinner thing,” as he calls it, is in fact a 
God-given responsibility placed on man by Scripture. 
While certain necessities cause exceptions, men are 
solemly warned to take this “breadwinning thing” seri-
ously: “But if any one does not provide for his own, and 
specially for those of his house, he has denied the faith, and 
is worse than the unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8).

The survey “found only 1 percent name money as the 
thing that gives them the most joy.” “I know I don’t get 
to have everything I want…,” the article quotes Madelyn 
Dancy, 15, of Memphis, TN. “If we did get everything, I 
wouldn’t value it as much. I’m okay where we’re at.”

Bravo, Madelyn! A lesson well learned! The survey 
responses combined remind me of the Bible adage: 
“Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6).   
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It was a bitterly cold day when pioneer evangelist Rich-
ard Varder arrived in Punnichy, SK, a village 80 miles 
(128 km) north of Regina. In his words, it was a place 

“where there seemed to be no living testimony for God.” 
He scanned the village shops, and considered where it 
would be best to begin sharing the gospel in town.

His eyes landed on a pool hall, and, on inquiring, 
discovered that most of the men where there. He “deter-
mined to drop his hook where the fish were.”

“Is the proprieter around?” he asked.
“I’m the proprieter,” responded a corpulent fellow.
“How much an hour do you get out of this place of 

business?”
The questioner was old and kindly looking. The 

owner could hardly find the question objectionable. 
“About two dollars and a half,” he replied.

“All right,” Varder said, “I’m a tract distributor and 
a preacher; I’ll give you a dollar and a quarter to let me 
tell these men about Christ for half an hour.”

Without a moment’s hesitation, the fat man, as if he 
was enjoying himself, said, “Go ahead, Dad.” 

After explaining to his impromptu audience the 
arrangements he had made with the owner, for his allot-
ted half hour, Varder told the good news of God’s grace 
in Christ to those men. They listened, as he said after-
ward, “without even a growl from the wild beast.”

When he was through and stepped up to pay, one of 
the men was at the desk ahead of him. 

“No, Dad, you don’t pay; I’m going to pay for this. 
The other preachers don’t care for our souls—and you’re 
willing to pay your own money to preach to us? You, 
can’t do it; I’m going to pay.” And he did.

What the eternal results were, heaven will tell. But 
there is a letter in his Memoirs (Memorials of a Quiet Life 
by Leonard Sheldrake) written by a certain A. J. Mately 
who tells of a pool room in Punnichy that was “fixed 
up” for three weeks of gospel meetings there. Mately 
observed, “Preaching of grace, he preached with grace, 
and I can truly say that I have seldom heard the gospel 
preached so faithfully yet…so lovingly.”

WHO WAS RICHARD VARDER? 
Richard Ferris Varder was born April 30, 1858, in the 
village of Harberton, South Devonshire, England. He 
was the seventh of eight children, brought up in a home 
where both parents knew the Lord.

Saved just before his seventeenth birthday, Varder 
wrote of the occasion:

My deliverance came on a Sunday night. The other mem-
bers of the family had gone to the church service but I, 
under some pretence, absented myself. Left alone in the 
house, and already in soul trouble, I began to consider my 
condition before God. 
I wept. I prayed. But it was all to no avail. I gave up at last 
in despair. Then suddenly the Spirit directed my mind 
to Isaiah 53:6. I had often sung the words when going 
through Handel’s famous Oratorio, The Messiah, and 
knew them off by heart, but up to this time they had been 
merely a string upon which so much music was hung. But 
now I was able to enter, line by line, into their meaning.
“All we like sheep have gone astray.” “That’s me,” I 
thought. “I’ve gone astray.”
“We have turned everyone to his own way.” “Me again. It’s 
true my way had been more religious than that of many, 
but it had still been my way.”
“And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
“Can it be that my sins were laid on Jesus?” I thought. It 
seemed too good to be true. But it was true! God had said 
it and it could not be otherwise. So with the simplicity of 
a child, I took Him at His word. Yes, my sins were laid on 
Jesus; I believed Him and the burden was gone.

Varder remained in the Church of England for anoth-
er five years, but in 1880 he discovered from the Word 
of God that believers should be buried in baptism (Rom. 
6:1-4). Finding a group of believers in the town where he 
lived who practiced this and other principles they saw 
in the New Testament, he happily identified with them. 
Many of the truths that he found to be so precious were 
learned in those early days from great servants of God 
like Robert Chapman and Henry Dyer. 

TRUESTORYA Compilation

Richard Varder, Prairie Pioneer
In summer and winter, both sowing and reaping, in season and out of season
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Shortly after being received into the fellow-
ship of these believers in the town of Totnes, in 
Devonshire, Richard Varley began to venture 
into open-air evangelism.

In April of 1881, he emigrated to western 
Canada. One wonders what he thought when 
arriving in Winnipeg, Manitoba, a true frontier 
town of tents and log huts. There were no paved 
streets, and when it rained the roadways became 
a sea of what was called “Red River grease.”

He had learned carpentry from his father and 
so was quickly put to work. This he did through 
the summer and saved enough so he could 
preach the gospel through the winter.

BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES 
The years 1882-1886 were primarily sowing 
times, and towards the end of that time, Richard 
was often the yokefellow of John Rae, one of the 
early pioneers in western Canada.

They found great joy in carrying the gospel 
to surrounding towns. Selkirk, about 23 miles 
north of Winnipeg, especially concerned Varder.  

The tide began to turn in 1886, when in that 
year his efforts and trials were rewarded in the 
planting of the Selkirk assembly.

The following years, 1887-1895, saw a rich 
harvest in Manitoba and the Dakotas. Sinners 
were saved by the scores and little assemblies 
began popping up all across the prairies. Local 
evangelists like Varder,  Rae, and John Grimason 
(working mostly in North Dakota) were occa-
sionally joined by Donald Munro, Donald Ross, 
John Smith, and Alexander Marshall. 

Richard Varder and Alfred Goff, both from 
England, were preaching as a team by 1890. 
Alfred Goff had been saved under the preaching 
of Henry Craik, coworker with George Mueller. 

TWO GALLONS OF WHISKEY OR TWO PREACHERS 
During the terrible winter of 1889-1890, Wil-
liam Monkman left his home at Balsam Bay 
on the shores of Lake Winnipeg to make the 
journey to Selkirk, a distance of 28 miles in the 
bitter cold. The fifth anniversary of his wedding 
day was approaching and, although he was not 

RICHARD VARDER, PRAIRIE PIONEER continued

a drinking man, Monkman thought that the 
etiquette of the north required some whiskey for 
his guests at the celebration.

Halfway to Selkirk was a small settlement 
where his parents lived and he decided to stop 
by. As it happened, Richard Varder and Alfred 
Goff were conducting gospel meetings in homes 
in the area. William joined the group to listen 
and, as the good news was explained from John 
6, he trusted the Lord. Afterward he discovered 
that his brother and sister-in-law had been saved 
the day before.

So instead of continuing his journey to 
acquire two gallons of whiskey, instead he 
invited the two preachers to come north to his 
district with the gospel. They came and shortly 
eight more people professed salvation. These 
nine—Mr. and Mrs. William Monkman, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Flett, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alex Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene 
Derby, and Mrs. John Rupert—were bap-
tized in the waters of Lake Winnipeg by 
Richard Varder and established the Bal-
sam Bay Assembly in June of 1890.

NEWS OF THE PIONEERS 
Something better done in those days 
than in ours, I’m afraid, was publishing 
reports of pioneer gospel work so the 
saints could pray for these laborers. It is 
something we need to do. Here are two 
reports from Our Record in 1890: 

“Brothers Varder and Alfred Goff, of 
North Dakota, are gone to Manitoba to tell 
the blessed news of Jesus and His love to 
those who need to hear it.” “Brethren Varder and 
Goff went back to Dakota last week. There have been 
fifteen saved…since they came up here, for which we 
have much cause to praise the name of Jesus.” 

Richard did some form of “tent-making” most 
of his days. Sometimes it was carpentry, some-
times market gardening, but as soon as he had 
enough, he would go back to the gospel. Only in 
1922 did he finally lay down his tools for full-
time evangelism. The Lord took him Home on 
Sept. 2, 1933, a faithful servant to the end.    

“He was a 
brother with a 
warm heart and 
a gracious spirit. 
The Word of God 
flowed from his 
lips warm and 
fresh.”
        —John Rae

Richard 
Varder

14 UPLOOK / A U G U S T - S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7



Witnessing by Our Lives
Let them taste the fruit of your abiding in Christ.

Right from the start we do well to humbly 
and gladly recognize that the Holy Spirit 
is sovereign in all that has to do with 

the conviction and conversion of souls. He 
whose ways are higher than man’s ways may 
choose different approaches and procedures. 
Theoretically and actually, the successful soul-
winner is the surrendered Spirit-controled 
Christian, in whom that blessed Person can 
bear His fruit unhindered. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance; against 
such there is no law.”

Love
Love finds a way. True love will drive us to 
prayer on behalf of those we are trying to 
win, and there God can reveal to us the best 
approach in each case—how to gain access to 
the citadel of a hard or indifferent heart. True 
love sacrifices, but sacrifice without true love 
is vain and empty (1 Cor. 13:3). Love changes 
our features, colors our speech, and tinges all 
that we do. Love will enable us to adapt our-
selves; it will cause us to seek the necessary 
point of “common interest” because” love seeks 
not her own.” It may be the other person’s fam-
ily, or work, or hobby. 

Instead of trying to “Anglo-Saxonize” oth-
ers, we will be willing to become like them 
in all that is consistent with New Testament 
teaching. As Paul wrote: “Unto the Jews I became 
as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that 
are under the law, as under the law, that I might 
gain them that are under the law; to them that are 
without law, as without law, (being not without 
law to God, but under the law to Christ,)…To the 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some” (1 Cor. 9:20-22).

We will show “mercy with cheerfulness,” “ be 
given to hospitality,” “weep with them that weep,” 
and “very gladly spend and be spent.” The world 
is dying for a bit of love, or better expressed, 
for lack of demonstrators through whom God 
can show His love and prove to them the exis-
tence of the Greatest of Lovers who for us died 
on a tree.

Joy  
The great mass of people, whether religious or 
irreligious, know nothing of joy. They spend 
much time and money on worldly pleasures, 
and yet there is a great void in their lives. The 
Christian who has the joy of full salvation 
through believing the word of the Lord and 
walking humbly in His presence, even in the 
midst of adverse circumstances, is attractive 
to those seeking life’s answers. Our joy should 
cause them to ask us for a reason of the hope 
that is within us. George Mueller said that he 
considered it his first duty in the day to get 
his soul happy in the Lord.

Peace  
Peace is the possession of all those who cast 
every care on the Lord, and whose minds are 
fixed on Him. How can they have peace who 
have not let the Prince of peace into their 
hearts, who do not live in the reality of the 
peace which He has “made… through the blood 
of His cross” (Col. 1:20)?

Only steady peace can come with assur-
ance of complete forgiveness and eternal life. 
How can they have peace when they are afraid 
of God and of what their future may hold?

Longsuffering  
Considering how Bible Christians are enabled 
by the Comforter to hold up under suffering 

When fruit like 
this grows in this 
desert world, 
people stop and 
take notice.

Richard 
Varder

LIVING EPISTLES by James L. Carder
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and persecution causes many to desire similar 
consolation and fortitude. Many Catholics were 
convinced of the truth and led to seek the Lord 
by witnessing how victoriously the evangelicals 
suffered and died during the Inquisition.

Gentleness  
The word is translated “kindness” in the Revised 
Version. An evident concern about the welfare 
of others shown by helpfulness, sacrificial good 
works and neighborly acts, sympathetic words 
and thoughtful deeds in times of sickness, 
bereavement, and adversity—all can help to 
open the heart to gospel light. “As we have there-
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men” (Gal. 
6:10). “Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16).

Not by words of mouth so often
Is the world convinced of truth,
But by deeds of loving service
From the heart bring fullest proof.

Goodness  
This refers to character: “None is good save 
one—God.” On earth true goodness is godliness 
manifested, lived out by the Holy Spirit in God’s 
children, and is without guile or hypocrisy. A 
holy, wholesome life is an unanswerable argu-
ment, shining as a light in the midst of a sinful 
and perverse generation. May we thus “adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” 

Faith[fulness]  
Faith not only makes possible many spiritual and 
material blessings from God which show Him 
to be a faithful Father, but it also makes its pos-
sessor steady, faithful to his word, faithful to his 
family, faithful to his duties. In times of adver-
sity, men do not turn to doubters or unstable 
people for help. The true Christian’s conduct will 
let them see, too, that while we claim to be justi-
fied by faith alone, it’s not a dead faith, but one 
that works by love. “By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down” (Heb. 11:30), and by faith other walls of 
resistance will fall down as we prayerfully 

compass them about 
with a good testimony.

Meekness  
“Learn of Me, for I am 
meek and lowly” (Mt. 
11:29). “The meek will 
He teach His way” (Ps. 25:9). Bible meekness 
involves subjecting ourselves to governments in 
every way that does not go against the precepts 
of our Lord in the New Testament. It means not 
presuming special privileges because of race or 
social standing, turning the other cheek, and 
reviling not again, but committing our souls to a 
faithful Creator.

Temperance
Temperance refers to self-restraint, which in the 
Spirit-filled life means being God-controlled. 
That quick temper about personal slights and 
injustices melts away before the loving, forgiv-
ing Spirit of Christ. Appetites are sanctified 
for their proper use. Often lack of temperance 
in one thing weakens our testimony and hin-
ders us from declaring the whole counsel of 
God. If Christ is worth anything, He is worth 
everything. To live simply, live for eternity, and 
to show no ambition for that which the world 
counts gain, is a good practice and an effective 
testimony, especially in other countries than our 
own where outsiders are under special scrutiny.

Fruit growing in a desert world
All this is in such contrast to the spirit of the 
age: “This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:1-4). 
The world cannot help but notice the differ-
ence when they taste the Spirit’s sweet fruit 
produced in the life of one rooted in God and 
abiding in Christ, the Branch.     

If Christ is worth 
anything, 
He is worth 
everything.

WITNESSING BY OUR LIVES continued
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QUOTABLES

Live the Gospel
News so good that heaven can’t contain it.

At this time, before we hear the shout of 
our descending Lord and rise to meet 
Him, shall we not come back with holi-

ness of heart to the simplicity of our mission? 
Let us leave the civilizing of the world to the 
effect of the presence there of the gospel of 
Christ, and let us give our time, our strength, 
our talents, our money—all that we are and 
have—to make Christ known to every  
creature in every land.        —C. I. Scofield

You cannot read the New Testament without noting the ceaseless way in which the 
Christians shared their faith with the lost and spoke of it in glowing terms to each 
other. As Charles Spurgeon observed: “We may be certain that whatever God has made 
prominent in His Word, He intended to be conspicuous in our lives.”

Not in some cloistered cell
Dost Thou, Lord, bid me dwell, My love to show,
But ’mid the busy marts
Where men with burdened hearts, Do come and go.

Lord, make me quick to see
Each task awaiting me, And quick to do;
O grant me strength, I pray,
With lowly love each day, And purpose true.

To go as Jesus went,
Spending and being spent, Myself forgot;
Supplying human needs
By loving words and deeds—Oh, happy lot!
	 		        —Robert M. Offord

Service is nothing but love in 
work clothes.	 —Anonymous

It is not fitting, when one is in God’s service, to 
have a gloomy face or a chilling look. 

				    —Francis of Assisi  

We will not give God the credit when He 
speaks in His tender mercy. We listen, as 
if His words were hollow; as if He did not 
mean what He says; as if His message of 
grace, instead of being the most thorough-
ly sincere that ever fell on human ears, 
were mere words of course. His words are 
not mere random expressions, such as man 
often uses uttering vague sentiment, or 
trying to produce an impression by exag-
gerated representations of his feelings. 
God’s words are all true and real....the 
genuine expressions of the mind of that 
infinitely truthful Being. —Horatius Bonar

“Preach the gospel at all times; use words 
when appropriate.”

That knowledge is best which endeth in 
practice.	 —Thomas Manton
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Two Flaming Hearts
Books that could light your f ire.

LOOK AT BOOKS Review by Jabe Nicholson

You can tell when the author of a book not only 
believes what he writes, but also has a passion for 
the subject. That’s how it is with the two books 

being reviewed in this column. 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE: The Life of George D. Campbell by 
George Campbell and Gaius Goff made a tremendous impact 
on me when it first was published. George Campbell 
was a real gospel pioneer who worked hard in often 
rugged conditions in Newfoundland and Labrador for 
three decades. Relentless in his longing to reach the lost, 
brother Campbell (along with his fellow worker Gaius 
Goff) tells of the dogged work done by a small group 
of tireless servants of the Lord in Canada’s easternmost 
province.

There are touches of humor, flashes of inspiring ideas 
for effective gospel work, and always outspoken candor. 
This latter characteristic was, no doubt, enhanced when, 
in the summer of 1984, the doctors diagnosed him with 
cancer of the pancreas and liver. They told him it was 

inoperable. 
Until the Lord took him 

home on March 21, 1985, 
George Campbell saw his com-
ing meeting with death as a 
spur to even greater zeal for 
the Lord. On the few occasions 
that I heard him personally, I 
noticed a remarkable combina-
tion—a gentle spirit and a res-
olute faithfulness in challeng-
ing the saints and declaring 
Good News to sinners. It was 
not hard to see that the Lord 
had this former U.S. Marine 

and turned him into a first-rate soldier for the Cross. 
The book is well worth reading. Its 152 pages will 

hurry by as you enjoy the journey with him—to isolated 
outposts on board their gospel ship, sailing right up to 
the gates of glory. Published by Gospel Folio Press

ONE GOD ONE MESSAGE Discover 
the Mystery: Take the Journey 
by P.D. Bramsen is a “must read” 
book for anyone serious about sharing what they 
believe, especially with their Muslim friends. The 
author, Paul Bramsen, is knowledgeable concerning 
Islam, having lived and worked in a predominantly 
Muslim country for about twemty-five years. 

A description of the book on an accompanying flier 
reads: “weaving together real-life illustrations, e-mail 
excerpts from Muslims and others, and more than a 
thousand verses from Scripture, One God One Message 
uses the Bible’s first four chapters as a key to unlock 
the reader’s interest and understanding, and help them 
overcome countless obstacles as they take part in an 
unhurried journey through the best story ever told.”

At 387 pages, it’s not a small book, but the pace is 
well set. The book is divided into three parts:

• Part I is called Journey Preparation and deals with 
possible objections that are raised against believing 
the Bible—Is the Bible trustworthy?, Ten reasons why 
people reject the Bible, Has the Bible been corrupted?, 
Has science disproved the Bible?, Fulfilled prophecies, 
Assessing the witnesses, and a General introduction to 
the Bible’s construction.

• Part II is headed “The Journey” and is the bulk of 
the book. It looks in detail at the first four chapters of 
Genesis as the “seed plot” of the whole Bible. It provides 
a helpful example of the way to explain Scripture in 
both an accurate and relevant way, especially to Mus-
lims, but also to anyone who is unchurched or unfamil-
iar with the Bible.

• Part III is “Journey’s End.” Stages 1-3 cover God’s 
past, present and future program regarding the human 
race. In this section, Bramsen shows the many links 
between how human history begins in Genesis and how 
it concludes in Revelation.

All in all, the reader familiar with the Bible will be 
given the chance to rethink and refresh the way they 
communicate its truths to unbelieving friends.    
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My beloved friend, D. L. Moody, is 
not a genius. He has no scholastic 
training. For many years he sold 

boots and shoes in Chicago. His power lies 
in his simple-hearted devotion to Christ. 
This “one thing” he does. He saturates 
his mind with the Word of God, he seeks 
the filling of the Holy Spirit, and then 
he throws himself into the work of doing 
good, seizing “whatever [his] hand finds 
to do” and laboring with those whom God 
puts in his way.

Butcher to preacher 
At a London prayer meeting I met Henry 
Varley, the “London Butcher,” a man who 

once kept his butcher’s 
stall during the week 
and preached Christ 
to the masses on Sun-
day. His work so grew 
upon him that he laid 
aside his cleaver and 
his butcher’s apron, 
and devotes his whole 
time to preaching the 
gospel among London’s 
one million uneducated 
lower class. Varley is not 
a genius either. He has 
no degree from Eaton or 
Oxford. Yet hundreds 

of scholarly graduates from the venerable 
universities fall far behind the converted 
butcher in successful winning of souls. His 
power lies in his fervid zeal, and his prodi-
gious earnestness to see people saved.

Scoundrel to saint 
What is true of Moody and Varley is also 
true of that remarkable man of faith, 
George Mueller, who has cared for nearly  
ten thousand children in his orphanages at 
Ashley Down, near Bristol. 

I went one hundred miles to see George 
Mueller, and reached Bristol just as the 
evening prayer meeting was closing at 
Bethesda Chapel. The audience was retir-
ing. I went to the back door, and saw Mr. 
Mueller standing behind the pulpit and 
talking to a poor boy. The lad seemed to 
be telling his story to the great, simple-
hearted philanthropist; and as the good 
man listened, he took down a memoran-
dum on a card. I stood and looked at the 
beautiful tableau for some time—Mueller 
and the poor boy laying their heads and 
hearts together. The countenance of Muel-
ler was benevolence itself. 

He also would not claim to be a man 
of brilliant powers, but he has a tremen-
dous faith in God, and in saving souls by 
the power of love. His faith, too, works in 
common-sense methods. He is a capital 
manager and the very furthest possible 
from a mere enthusiast. These headlong 
visionaries who have tried to imitate him, 
without his sagacity and devout waiting 
on God, have failed most wretchedly.

And there are others 
We might go on and multiply the cases of 
men and women like these. Gypsy Smith 
was born in a tent, and, never attended a 
school even for a day yet is influencing the 

The Secret of Power
The answer is so simple and should be so obvious that we are apt to miss it.

This short 
article, written 
in 1878, was 
included in a 
book entitled 
“Pointed Papers 
for the Christian 
Life.” Cuyler was 
contemporary 
of men we now 
greatly admire. 
He tells us their 
simple secret.

PRACTICAL LIVING by T. L. Cuyler
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that every member of Christ’s flock is 
called to Christ’s service in some way or 
method. The humblest have a share in 
the work, and may have a share in the 
glory (the opportunity to show forth 
the wonders of Christ) at the final day 
of coronation.

There is prodigious power in single-
hearted love of Christ, and honest 
determination to live as “obedient 
children” in response to the Spirit’s 
guidance. The secret of power is Christ being 
at home in our hearts. It requires no genius, 
or erudition, or social rank to possess this 
blessed gift. 

Many a modest, moderately endowed 
Christian has attained a great propelling 
power in his community simply from the 
momentum of his godliness. He follows 
Christ so steadily and so zealously that he 
carries others with him by his moral suasion. 
Great as is the result of what he aims to do, 
he does still more by his unconscious influ-
ence. His face shines from time alone with 
God, though, like Moses, he may be happily 
oblivious to its radiant glow.   

Where are those 
who travel the 
plain path of 
life but with 
the dignity of a 
prince because 
they walk with 
the God who has 
made them so?

THE SECRET OF POWER continued

lives of millions of people for God through 
his powerful preaching. We might add to that 
General William Booth and his work among 
the derelicts, and Harlan Page fearlessly 
working with Confederate soldiers to bring 
them gospel hope. Theirs was heart-power; 
they loved God and their fellow creatures for 
His sake. 

There vocation was not to write treatises, 
or to utter profound or novel theories. Their 
only talent was the talent for doing good; 
their gift was the gift of the Holy Spirit, who 
taught them what to do and how to do it.

Now there is a blessed encouragement in 
studying the lives and usefulness of such per-
sons. For the great mass of Christians are not 
geniuses. Men and women of great intellect 
and profound thought are a small minority. 
If the world must wait to be saved through 
them alone, then it is doomed to perish. 
But there are simple, sincere, godly people 
enough in this wicked world today to revo-
lutioize it, if they would only consecrate all 
they have and are to the Lord Jesus, as these 
servants of the Lord have done.

The great truth to be taught nowadays is 

Either Way
What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. 

            Psalm 56:3

In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid. 
            Psalm 56:11

Either Way
What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. 

            Psalm 56:3

In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid. 
            Psalm 56:11
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Pray for Your Enemies
The Master shows us how.

The first of the Lord’s seven utterances 
on the cross is as follows: “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do” (Lk. 

23:34). Of all the sayings of the Lord Jesus 
which have been preserved to us, these are 
among the most treasured by believers, and 
rightly so. First, because of our love to Him 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. Then 
they are prized because of their own inherent 
grandeur and worth. “Never man spake like this 
Man,” and never did the uniqueness of His 
speech reveal itself more markedly than in 
these farewell words.

The setting for His plea
Let us gather around the cross and try to 
picture the scene. Pilate has passed sentence; 
Barabbas has been released; Jesus has been 

scourged. And now—after having been 
subjected to the course jests of the bar-
rack-room, where He was mocked, and 
struck, and spat upon—He is led out to 
Calvary. At last, all the dreadful prelimi-
naries over, the unresisting Prisoner is 
nailed to the cross. 

In whatever way the crucifixion was 
effected, it was probably just at that 
moment of intense agony when the body 
had been raised upright, and the tender, 
sensitive tissues of the hands and feet 
were torn and quivering with pain, that 
Jesus spoke the words of our text: “Father, 
forgive them…” 

As one has graphically said, “Racked 
by the extremest pain, and covered with 

every shame which men were wont to heap on 
the greatest criminals; forsaken and denied by 
His disciples; no sigh escaped His lips, no cry 
of agony, no bitter or faltering word; only a 
prayer for the forgiveness of His enemies.”

To whom did He send His petition? 
Note to whom Jesus addresses this prayer: 
“Father.” What a revelation lies in this one 
word! Smarting under a sense of injustice, suf-
fering mental and physical agony, men have 
often been tempted to doubt, not only God’s 
wise government of the world and loving care 
for His creatures, but even His very existence. 
But our Saviour, in this hour of severest 
anguish, never for a moment falters in His 
sense of God’s nearness and love. Behind 
all the hatred and plotting of men, behind 
all their brutality and injustice, wrapped in 
clouds and thick darkness, but still there, was 
the Father. As James Russell Lowell wrote:

Careless seems the great Avenger; 
History’s pages but record
One death-grapple in the darkness
’Twixt old systems and the Word;
Truth forever on the scaffold,
Wrong forever on the throne—
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
And behind the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow
Keeping watch above His own.

“Under great losses and crosses,” says  
C. H. Spurgeon, “one is apt to think that God 
is not dealing with us as a father with a child, 
but rather as a severe judge with a condemned 
criminal; but the cry of Christ, when He was 
brought to an extremity which we shall never 
reach, betrays no faltering in the spirit of son-
ship. In Gethsemane, when the bloody sweat 
fell to the ground, His bitter cry commenced 
with, ‘My Father.’…May the Spirit who teaches 
us to cry, ‘Abba Father,’ repel each unbeliev-
ing fear. Never may we become captives to the 
spirit of bondage so as to doubt the love of 
our Father or our share in His adoption.”

“For this 
stupendous love 
of heaven,
What grateful 
honor shall 
we show?
Where much 
transgression is 
forgiven,
Let love 
with equal ardor 
flow.” (Anon)

FORGIVE THEM by J. Farquharson Jones
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Practicing what He preached 
Long before, the Lord had taught His disciples, “Love your 
enemies, and pray for them that persecute you” (Mt. 5:44). 
Now He was showing them how to carry out that dra-
matic precept in His hour of trial. 

What a shock this petition must have been to His 
accusers and judges! “Father, forgive them.” This was an 
appeal to a higher tribunal; this was intercession for 
them at the bar of another court. The One who was false-
ly accused and left without an advocate now becomes 
their defence attorney and pleads their case before the 
throne of God, the Judge of all. He pleads for them; evi-
dently they are threatened with some mysterious and 
awful doom, and He interposes. They would not have 
wondered if He had cursed them, as the crucified usually 
did to their executioners. It would have been more natu-
ral if He had cried, “Father, consume them!”

The Sun of Righteousness sets upon Calvary in wondrous 
splendor, but among the bright colors which glorify His 
departure there is this one. The prayer was not only for 
others, but for His cruelest enemies. His enemies, did I 
say? There is more than that to be considered. It was not a 
prayer for enemies who had done an ill deed years before, 
but for those who were then and there murdering Him.…I 
say not that this prayer was confined to His immediate 
executioners. I believe that it was a far-reaching prayer 
which included scribes and Pharisees, Pilate and Herod, 
Jews and Gentiles—in fact, the whole human race in a cer-
tain sense, since we are all concerned in that murder. But 
certainly the immediate persons, upon whom that prayer 
was poured like healing balm, were those who there and 
then were committing the brutal act of fastening Him to 
the accursed tree.  —C. H. Spurgeon

The drawing power in the prayer 
Thus, as we have seen, those who were sinning in con-
demning and crucifying Him were the representatives 
of the whole human race, and this prayer has a far 
wider reach than the little circle round the cross. As the 
unseen power draws the needle to the magnet, the river 
to the ocean, the earth to the sun, so the wondrous love 
of Christ reaches, and draws men’s hearts to Himself. 
The warm, loving influences of this petition encircle you 
and me, even in our carelessness and God-forgetfulness, 
and draws us to the love of such a forgiving God.

The heart of the petition 
To understand these words more fully, we must notice 
that our Saviour viewed their conduct, not so much as 
a wrong done to Himself, but as a heinous sin against 
the Father; as an outrage against the government of Him 
whose throne is founded on righteousness and justice. 

The great fact underlying the petition is this: it is 
proof of the Lord consciousness that He was dying as a 
Sacrifice for the sins of the world. Dr. Steinmeyer says, 
“This prayer becomes intelligible only on the assump-
tion that our Lord was at this very time pouring forth 
His blood for many for the remission of sins—the blood 
which speaks better things than that of Abel.”

Since the persecutors and murders of the Son of God 
might, through His atoning blood and powerful inter-
cession, find mercy and rejoice in divine forgiveness, 
may we not find here ground for believing that all sin-
ners, however guilty, can find pardon, peace, and power 
through the same all-prevailing sacrifice? Yes, for we 
have His own assurance: “Him that cometh unto Me, I will 
in no wise cast out” (Jn. 6:37).

The surprising added plea: “They know not what they do”
This is the only occasion on which our Lord in prayer 
gave a reason for the granting of a petition. But surely 
this ignorance only aggravated the offence! Think of His 
character, words and deeds, and you will feel compelled 
to admit that their “ignorance” was inexcusable. We 
must not think of such ignorance as placing their sin in 
a milder light, and making them, as it were, deserving 
of forgiveness. Christ would not have cried, “Forgive” 
if their ignorance were a sufficient excuse. Instead we 
understand that the sin of these murderers belonged to 
that period which Paul called “the times of this ignorance” 
at which he says “God winked at, but now commands all 
men everywhere to repent” (Ac. 17:30).

Even ignorant men need forgiveness. The fact is, 
their ignorance itself is a sin. They are sometimes 
found making a mock of the gospel, sneering at Jesus 
and His claims, scoffing at His followers, laughing at 
His words, shrugging their shoulders at His miracles, 
living as if He had never come—but they need this 
Jesus, though they do not know it. And when they turn 
to Him in true repentance and simple faith, His voice 
will still be heard crying, “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.”    

PRAY FOR YOUR ENEMIES continued
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Stories Worth Repeating
Real people. Real souls. Real opportunities everywhere.

The following are true experiences taken 
from the life and witness of a faithful 
soul winner, A. J. Pollock. May such sto-

ries inspire us to also venture out from the 
shore, and let down our nets at the Saviour’s 
instruction.

Why won’t you let us alone?
Four of us were travelling on a ferry in the 
West Highlands of Scotland. At the stern of 
the boat a lady was feeding seagulls which 
followed in its wake. One of my companions 
gave her a gospel booklet, and one also to her 
husband standing at her side.

As I watched, I saw her glance at it, then 
throw it overboard; her husband followed her 
example. We expostulated with them, say-

ing that the booklets 
spoke of the Lord 
Jesus, and we pointed 
out to them what a 
solemn thing it was to 
reject Him.

Oh, I only wanted 
to see how the gulls 
would like it,” she 
responded flippantly.

“But you’ll have to 
answer for this act one 
day,” I replied.

Her husband’s face 
suddenly turned white with rage, and with a 
look I shall not soon forget, broke in at this 
point, saying, “Why won’t you leave us alone?”

What a terrible thing if God had taken 
them at their word, and let them alone! 
Instead, because He is not willing that any 
should perish, He continues, often in surpris-
ing ways, to speak even to those who, at pres-
ent, have no time or interest for Him.

Behold, a Stranger at the door!
He gently knocks, has knocked before,
Has waited long, is waiting still:
We treat no other friend so ill.
If we will open, see, He stands
With loving heart and laden hands;
O matchless kindness! and He shows
This matchless kindness to His foes.
		      —Joseph Grigg

If only I were one of His sheep!
A dear girl who was terminally ill was anxious 
to be saved. A friend sent her a Scripture text 
card through the mail and she read the verse 
avidly, over and over, hoping to find relief in 
its words. 

The verse was John 10:28, and the designer 
of the card had inserted to words of explana-
tion as follows, thinking they would help the 
readers to understand the meaning of the 
verse, “I give unto them [My sheep] eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of My hand.” 

But it did not bring peace to the sick girl. 
As she sank back on her pillow, she sighed, 
“If only I were one of His sheep I would be so 
happy.” However, as the card fell on the cover-
let, it turned over and displayed a text on the 
other side as well.

Picking it up again, she read: “This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners” (1 Tim. 1:15).

“Oh!” she cried out, as this glorious truth 
enlightened her soul, “If I’m not a sheep, I’m 
surely a sinner, and Christ Jesus came to save 
sinners.” There she trusted Him, there He 
received he, and, putting her upon His strong 
shoulders, He began her on the journey that 
would take her safely Home.

It can be very 
helpful to watch 
and listen as 
seasoned 
fishermen ply 
their trade.

FROM THE BATTLE by A. J. Pollock
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How an infidel was saved
Some years ago, a tall, smartly dressed and intelligent 
young fellow might have been seen, for several evenings 
in succession, sitting among several hundred men in a 
restaurant beneath the shadow of St. Paul’s in London.

A two weeks’ gospel mission was in progress. It was 
my happy work to conduct the services. One night at the 
close, he came to me and said, “I should like to have a 
bit of a talk with you tonight, if I may.”

He continued, “I might as well tell you; I’m an infidel. 
I learned it listening to the Hyde Park preachers—in 
fact, I’m now one of them myself. But I’ve come to the 
conclusion that we’re all pure theorizers, and I don’t 
think any of us get any real satisfaction out of our theo-
ries—at least I don’t, that’s for sure.”

“How I came into these meetings at all I can’t say, 
beyond this,” he said, producing one of the invitation 
cards. “But I became interested as the talk proceeded, 
and I felt there was considerable force behind what you 
said. You seemed to have something that I want, but at 
present know nothing about—satisfaction.”

Continuing his observations, which I found helpful, 
he said, “Well, I’m afraid I’m pretty much in the same 
place tonight as the young man you spoke about, who 
couldn’t see the necessity for Christ or His death. Would 
you mind repeating what you said to him?”

I replied, “My objective was to show him that, apart 
from Christ and His atoning death, his case was hope-
less. Let me put it to you now. Suppose I owe your firm 
£5,000, and I’m totally unable to meet even a fraction of 
it. Now if they can’t afford to relieve me from my liabili-
ties and I can’t meet their righteous demands, what is to 
save me from bankruptcy and ruin?”

“Nothing, unless someone comes forward—”
“Excuse my interruption,” I said, “but you must 

please not introduce any third party into this business. 
The question is altogether between your firm and me.”

“Well, but,” he said, “if you are to be saved from 
going under, someone must come to the rescue!”

“No,” I repeated, “you must not introduce anyone.”
“Then in that case, your situation is hopeless.”
“That is exactly your position before God tonight,” I 

remarked. “As a sinner, God has passed on you the sol-
emn sentence of death, His righteous judgment against 
sin.” I turned my Bible so he could read Romans 5:12, 
“So death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”

“This sentence,” I added, “has never been revoked, 
has no equivalent, and knows no commutation. Nothing 
can substitute for death. Not repentance, reformation, 
tears, prayers, nor all put together could be accepted 
by God in lieu of death. Behind you lies a history that 
you cannot alter, upon you lies a sentence that you can-
not evade; therefore if someone is not found to step in 
between you and your sentence, your case is hopeless, too!

“Who could be found to intervene? If a substitute 
is to be found, it must be one on whom death has no 
claim. The whole human race, fallen in sin as it is, could 
not furnish one to help.”

“But listen to the message from heaven!” I asked my 
young friend to read Job 33:24, “Deliver him from going 
down to the pit: I have found a ransom.” 

“Who could this be?” I asked. Turning to 1 Timothy 
chapter 2, I directed him with my finger to verses 5 and 
6, “There is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all.”

“So it was,” I explained, “that in love the divine 
Jesus—the sinless Son of God—left His glorious home 
for the shameful cross, so He might die for sinners. 
What a hum of satisfaction would fill the courtroom 
if the judge, after imposing the heaviest fine the law 
required, should then step down from his bench and 
pay the full amount himself. Wouldn’t he by this act  
put the criminal as righteously beyond the claims of jus-
tice as if he had never been guilty at all?”

“What would you have to say,” I continued, “of a 
God who righteously passed sentence of death on us as 
sinners, and then in the person of His own Son—God 
manifest in flesh—would leave His throne, and at infi-
nite personal cost meet that sentence in laying down His 
life for us? Is He not to be trusted?”

I’ll never forget the effect on my listener as I read 
Acts 13:38-39, “Through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins, and by Him all that believe are justified 
from all things.” Tears fell on the back of my hand as I 
held my Bible to him to read the verse himself.

“Look there!” he said; “All that believe are justified!”
“What does that have to do with you?” I asked.
“Do with me? Why I’m there,” he pointed to the 

verse. “All that believe”—that’s me—“are justified!”
He took his place there and then in the happy circle 

of “All that believe” and went home with the God-given 
assurance that he was “cleared from all things.”     

STORIES WORTH REPEATING continued
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For the King
“There they dwelt with the king for his work” (1 Chron. 4:23)

The Chroniclers lived in the fourth century 
before Christ. They were, one may sup-
pose, scribes of the order instituted by 

Ezra. Here and there, in the dry enumeration 
of names, we find an interjected sentence 
which lends itself to a spiritual application. 
As one sometimes notices in the very heart of 
an iceflow a pocket of earth in which austere 
Alpine flowers lift their pale blossoms to 
the sky, so, among the bare genealogies one 
occasionally comes on an extract from some 
antique document which has a distinctly 
human interest.

The compiler of this chapter 
has found one of these tucked 
away perhaps in an obscure pid-
geon-hole. He says apologetically, 
“These are ancient things;” in 
other words, “The record is very 
old.” The writing may have been 
blurred, the script unfamiliar, the 
leaf crumpled; but so far as the 
Chronicler was able to decifer it, 
this is what he read: “And Jokim, 
and the men of Cozeba, and Joash 

and Saraph, who held dominion in Moab, but 
returned to Bethlehem. They were the potters, who 
lived in Netaim and Gederah; there they dwelt 
with the king for his work.”

Real men behind the facts 
One believer testified of having “found Christ 
among the hard names of Chronicles.” And 
this “ancient record” which introduces us to 
certain humble men who “dwelt with the king 
for his work” may enable us to see from afar 
the face of our sovereign Lord.

It is probable that the spiritual sugges-
tion which these words convey to our minds 
was present also to the Chronicler as he bent 

down to trace the dim writing on this scrap 
of parchment which had been hidden away in 
the royal archives. For the kingdom of Judah 
was a theocracy: the descendants of David 
occupied the throne of Jehovah, and they 
ruled in His Name and stead.

“There they dwelt…”  
Archeologists have found in the territory 
of Judah more than a hundred jar handles, 
each of them bearing the inscription “For 
the king.” A number more have been found 
inscribed, “For Yahweh (Jehovah).” The jars 
have long since shattered, but the handles, 
being less liable to breakage, are still intact.

These jars held tributary offerings, wine 
and oil especially, to be assigned for the royal 
household. This was the usage as long as the 
kingdom lasted; afterwards the tribute was 
dedicated to the priesthood for the service of 
the Lord’s house.

The potters and the clay 
An interesting point with reference to the levy 
consigned to the royal palace, and one that 
throws light on this verse, is that all the jars 
have come from one factory—the nature of 
the clay, the construction, the technique—all 
evidence this fact. We may take it for granted 
therefore that they were fashioned in the clay 
fields around Netaim and Gederah, where the 
potters “dwelt with the king for his work.” 

Dr. R. A. S. Macalister has suggested that 
some of the names in this passage were actu-
ally names of some of the potters. This is 
doubtful; but if we could accept it, we should 
see in it an evidence of the divine magnanim-
ity—the names of these humble men having 
been written down in the book of God to be 
read and remembered as long as the Church 

Those who 
avoid Chronicles 
because they 
find it dry 
should recall 
Paul’s words 
that all 
Scripture is 
profitable.

FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN by D. M. M’Intyre

25UPLOOK / A U G U S T - S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7



shall remain on earth.
We find the spiritual analog of this in many 

places in Scripture, as in the familiar oracle of 
Malachi: “Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another; and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before Him, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon His name.”
 

Home sweet home
These potters resided in “Netaim and Gederah.” 
These words are probably descriptive. Today 
there is a moshav, or collective farm located in 
Israel’s Coastal Plain, called Netaim because of 
its association with plants. Some give the ren-
dering of 1 Chronicles 4:23 as “those that dwelt 
among plants and hedges.” This is possibly the 
territory spoken of in verse 40: “They found fat 
pasture and good; and the land was wide and quiet 
and peaceable.” The storm of war had passed 
over that region once and again, but had been 
suceeded by a period of security and rest.

We also have been ushered into a good and 
safe land as well. “You cannot hurt us,” said 
one of the early confessors to his Roman cap-
tors. “You may kill us, but you cannot hurt us.” 
No harm can come to those who are the called 
according to His purpose, since “all things work 
together for good.” “Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee…Trust 
ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength” (Isa. 26:3-4).

“There they dwelt with the king…”
This implies, first of all, that the king had made 
himself responsible for their maintenance. And 
is this not our high privilege? “The Lord will give 
grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from 
those that walk uprightly” (Ps. 84:11). “When I 
sent you forth,” said the King to His messengers, 
“without purse and scrip and shoes, lacked ye any-
thing?” They answered, “Nothing.”

But to dwell with the king means more than 
this. To the craftsmen in the valley of Elah the 
king of Judah was the representative of Jehovah. 
All their tasks were performed as under his eye; 

their stedfast aim was to win his approval. But 
the spiritual reality far transcends this figure. 
Our fellowship with the Saviour is closer than 
words can say. At all times He is “a very present 
help” (Ps. 46:1). In every circumstance we may 
encourage ourselves with the apostle’s words of 
cheer: “The Lord is at hand” (Php. 4:5).

The Lord’s Supper is the most precious assur-
ance of our Saviour’s fellowship with us. He 
brings us to His banqueting house and His ban-
ner over us is love. We taste of the sweetness of 
His forgiveness, we partake of the joy of His tri-
umph, and we anticipate the glory of His return.

And when our life-day is ended, we shall pass 
into that land of satisfied desire where we shall 
receive the fulfillment of the Redeemer’s farewell 
testament; “Father, I will, that they also whom 
Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that 
they may behold My glory.”

Dwelling with the king for his work
The work in which these potters were 
engaged was toilsome. The jars they 
shaped were of course material and 
inartistic design. But the work was for 
the king; thus it was made honorable.

Our work for the Master may be 
obscure and unadorned. But we remem-
ber the Carpenter’s shop in Nazareth, and those 
quiet years during which the Light of the world 
veiled His splendor. We look again on the Christ 
of the Upper Room, who bears in His hands the 
laver of cleansing and is girded with the apron of 
a slave. And we recall that solitary Figure on the 
lakeshore, with wounded hands gathering drift-
wood, kindling a fire, and preparing a morning 
meal for some fisher-folk, weary after their night 
of toil. He says, “I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done…”

Many Christians were condemned to forced 
labor on the Baths of Caracalla in Rome. It was 
their custom to draw a cross-mark on the bricks 
they set in place, a reminder to themselves that 
this servile toil was truly the King’s business, 
and that, in their patient endurance they were 
following in the Master’s steps.      

He so works 
in our poor 
endeavors 
that the very 
blemishes are 
changed to 
excellencies, 
such that when 
we present our 
life’s labors to 
the Lord, we 
shall scarcely 
recognize them 
as our own.

FOR THE KING continued
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ELDER HELPS To feed, to take heed, and to lead

The Shepherd’s Vision
Aimless wandering is not leadership.

If we aim at nothing, we will undoubtedly achieve 
it. Shepherds ought to have immediate goals 
for the assembly and a long term 

plan. They should be men of vision. 
This writer thinks they should have 
a meeting every six months in which 
the only thing on the agenda is, “Are 
we progressing towards our God-
given goal(s)?”

An abused term
Admittedly the term “vision” is like 
a red flag to some saints. It has been 
taken to be the Christian equivalent 
of that which is considered desirable 
in a C.E.O. But if we consider the term 
as in the first half of Proverbs 29:18, 
“Where there is no vision the people perish,” we see it 
as something essential to eldership. This does not 
mean that elders may generate their own ideas. 
Instead, the vision must originate with God and 
be found in His Word. The second half of the verse 
confirms this, “ but he that keepeth the law, happy is 
he.” Under-shepherds of the Lord must ever keep 
His vision in mind. Their thinking will then be as 
broad or as narrow as that of the Chief Shepherd.

Furthermore, elders must all share that same vision. 
It is not to be expected that all will immediately 
agree regarding every question. Each overseer has a 
different background and that is often what imme-
diately influences his reaction to a challenge. But 
this immediate reaction has to be overcome, and 
the vision of the Chief Shepherd must prevail.

Democratic disorder
In order to have fair representation, an assembly 

will sometimes appoint as overseers those who will 
promote the differences of thought existing in the 

assembly itself; they want to keep 
everyone happy. This is democracy. 
Those subscribing to this arrange-
ment will have to play politics. It 
will call for compromise and result 
in insincerity. Participants will 
often have grieved hearts but hide 
their feelings behind smiling faces. 
A show of unity will thus be main-
tained, but how terribly sad and 
how very far from what pleases the 
Lord! This is a recipe for disaster.

The Spirit’s voice
Overseers must share the vision 

originating with God and found in His Word. 
Godly unity is achieved by this means. They must 
be committed to giving expression to the will 
of the Lord, hearing “what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (Rev. 2-3), not what some members of the 
assembly desire or their own dreams for growth. 
That is why elders must be men of the Word, “apt 
to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2).

What long-range goal do you have for your assem-
bly? What steps are you presently taking in that 
direction? All of us surely agree that individuals 
should be sold out to the Lord, committed to pro-
moting His agenda, and subject to His Word. Why 
are we reluctant to take a similar position when 
it comes to corporate responsibility? And if as 
shepherds we are not exhibiting what it means to 
be subject to the Lord and diligently searching the 
Scriptures, how can we expect anything better of 
the flock?   
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LiveREPORTING REPORTING 

Murdy Getty was an old-time evangelist, both 
rough and ready. He worked mostly the north 
country, and I mean way up north. He was great 

for the lumber camp crowd. Big and blustery, he spoke 
their language and commanded their respect.

You might expect a man like that to be exceedingly 
direct and not know much about tact. But like any good 
angler, he knew how to play a catch. Here’s an example.

He was flying up into northern Alberta on a commer-
cial f light. It was the dead of winter, where temperatures 
often dip into the minus forties Fahrenheit or lower.

The man beside him was heading up to the oil fields 
and asked Murdy where he was going. 

“Fishin’,” he responded.
“Fishing? At this time of year?”
“Oh, yeah, It’s good fishin’ at this time of the year.”
“What do you fish for?” said the unsuspecting travel-

ler, going for the bait.
“Dead ones.”
“Dead ones? What on earth are you talking about?”
“Well, they’re live when I catch ’em!”
By now the fellow was totally confused, but also total-

ly curious, and Murdy then launched into an effective 
presentation of the good news for sinners.

IS GNOM REALLY SO GROUND-BREAKING? 
Some have felt uneasy about the Good News on the 
Move (GNOM) idea because they felt it was too novel. 
But it only seems that way because there has been a hia-
tus of two generations since this sort of thing has been 
done. In the last issue of the magazine, we had a picture 
of Herman Luhm’s father taking a wagon into Utah. 
Now here is a photo of the next generation’s approach.

Bill Pell caught a vision to both evangelize northern 

Gospel on the Go
The U.S. team is getting ready for GNOM III. Is it time for a Canadian team?

Jabe Nicholson
G r an d Rap i d s,  M ic higan
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Bill Pell and his custom-built Gospel Trailer



REPORTING LIVE

Michigan and 
train young col-
lege-age students 
in gospel work at 

the same time. He designed a “bunkhouse” 
trailer suitable for the venture, with a slide-
out platform at the rear that could be used for 
preaching in public venues. The trailer was 
constructed by some brothers in Flint, MI, 
who were in the automobile business. 

Before this, Bill had used The Gospel Bus 
(sound familiar?) and worked both with a 
team of senior and junior men (sound famil-
iar?). Some of those who labored with Bill Pell 
in this effort were: Joe Darling, Fred Mehl, 
John Radford, F.W. Schwartz, Leonard  
Sheldrake, and Tom Wilkie.  

GOOD NEWS ON THE MOVE III IS READY TO ROLL 
With deep gratitude to God, and a fresh 
appreciation for the faithfulness of His peo-
ple, we are happy to tell you that all expenses 
for last year’s journey across the U.S. have 
been met, the Lord gave safety in travel over 
the many miles, and He made His arm bare in 
rescuing the perishing. 

There was wonderful unity among the 
team members, many assemblies spoke of 
being encouraged, and tens of thousands of 
souls were reached through door-to-door, 
kid’s clubs, campus evangelism, radio and TV 
opportunities, literature distribution at fairs 
and parades, and in scores of other ways in 
which the Lord opened doors for us. 

We are very grateful for the unceasing 
prayers of many believers who upheld the 
team throughout the year and trust the Lord 

will continue to work as you pray and the 
team labors this year. If you wish to receive 
the team’s regular prayer updates, you may 
click on the Subscribe link which you will 
find on our www.uplook.org site

The Lord has provided 11 committed 
young men this year from across the U.S. and 
they will be introduced in a future Uplook. 
We’ll take their photos at this year’s orienta-
tion, graciously hosted at Story Book Lodge 
Christian Camp in northern Minnesota.

This year the trip until the Christmas 
break will take us—Lord willing—to Fargo, 
ND; Plymouth (Minneapolis), MN; Green 
Bay, WI; Zion and Rockford, IL; South Lex-
ington, KY; Cape Girardeau, MO; Guthrie 
and Tulsa, OK; Clovis and Albuquerque, 
NM. The second part of the trip is still in the 
planning stage.

IS IT TIME FOR A CANADIAN TEAM? 
We are regularly asked if the GNOM team 
could travel north of the border to do some 
work among Canadian assemblies. However, 
we believe it would prove too difficult to 
bring in a dozen “unemployed” young men 
who have no “visible means of support.”

As well, there are still literally hundreds 
of assemblies in the U.S. whom we have not 
been able to visit yet. And why shouldn’t Can-
ada have her own team? There’s more than 
enough work to keep scores of teams busy 
crossing this great land.

In speaking with various informed and 
involved brothers across Canada, it is evident 
that, while there are pockets of evangelistic 
activity (fewer areas of effective evangelism), 
there is a pressing need to see the gospel 
become a way of life in the everyday lives of 
assembly believers. There is nothing like the 
gospel to stir our hearts to soul-searching and 
holy living, to prayer, to thankfulness and 
worship, to sacrificial living, and to an aware-
ness of our own weakness and the mighty 
power of God. Not to mention honing our 
Bible memory skills, our careful thinking 
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The first team: 
Ed Harlow, 
Bob Tharp, 
Len Pottage, 
Wilson Flanigan, 
and Jim Annan
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about life’s important issues, opening our 
eyes to see the crying need of those around us, 
and reminding us of the Lord’s return and the 
need to work while it is Day.

Obviously the place to start is where the 
Lord started—with a group of serious young 
men. The apostle Paul also thought that this 
was the way to work. Such young men tend 
to be teachable, mobile, energetic, and can be 
used by the Spirit to impact a whole genera-
tion for God. 

The Lord has richly blessed the work of 
Good News on the Move in its travels across 
the U.S. But should the Canadian team follow 
the same plan as the GNOM team? Obviously 
there are some things we have learned over 
the last few years which are helpful and which 
probably should be incorporated into a Cana-
dian team as well. But it would be good to 
have a fresh, distinctively Canadian approach 
for the evangelism effort there.

In the late 40s a group of exercised broth-
ers invited some college-age young men to 
travel in four cars, taking various routes 
across the Midwest (starting in Chicago) to 
spread gospel literature methodically from 
town to town. They worked through 400 

towns during the summers of 1947-1949.
Launching off that idea, what about updat-

ing that a little bit, and use 1950s cars as bait 
to attract the fish? I tested the waters with the 
’52 Lincoln Capri (pictured at the bottom of 
the page) and the fish were certainly biting!

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 
At present, a group of brethren across Canada 
are praying about the possibility of working 
together to see this ministry come to fruition. 
We would appreciate prayer:

• that the Lord will bring together the right 
group of men to work with Team C3 in stir-
ring up gospel interest across the country;

• that the Lord will thrust out young men 
with a zeal for gospel work, a desire to learn, 
and a willingness to co-operate with others in 
this venture; 

• that the Lord’s people will have a burden of 
prayer for this venture and see it as an oppor-
tunity for fellowship in the gospel.

We trust to be able to report some progress in 
upcoming magazines. It is hoped that the first 
team will be in place for a start-up in Jan ’08!

CrossCanada
Cruisers

GOSPEL ON THE GO continued

For the preaching of the Cross…is the Power of God.     1 Corinthians 1:18

Introducing

Team 
C3
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FINALLY, BRETHREN by Jabe Nicholson

More on Miracles
Do we still believe in a miracle-making God?

In our last column, 
I wrote that one 
of the secrets of 
the New Testa-
ment church was 
that “they did 
good works—in 
fact, miraculous 
works” and then 
I wondered out 
loud whether we 
still believed in a 
miracle-working 
God. Do we?

* Ironically, this was 

the verse used by  

G. F. Bergin in  

speaking at George 

Mueller’s graveside 

service.

There is a whole branch of the Christian scene that features miracles of sorts. Benny 
Hinn, on his beautifully designed web site, states in an article titled Miracles are for 
Today: “The Bible is filled with glorious accounts of miracles. Throughout the ministry 

of Jesus, Scripture reveals many occasions when He supernaturally intervened in the lives 
of men and women.” Agreed. Hinn continues: “There was no disease or condition that was 
too difficult for Jesus to heal. He had power over all disease...” Good so far. I might even say, 
“Amen!” to that. Then he writes: “The same Jesus who walked this earth ‘healing all man-
ner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people’ still heals today.” And now my 
response is an elongated, “Yeeess, but…” I see where he’s going, and I’m not prepared to go 
that far. He now inserts Hebrews 13:8 into the argument at this point, a standard Charis-
matic approach. If Jesus is the same, “yesterday, and today, and forever,”* well then, the rest of 
the line (hook, line, and sinker, really) follows: if “as many as touched Him were made whole” 
(Mk. 6:56) in that day, then there is no reason why everyone can’t be made whole—at an 
upcoming Benny Hinn Miracle Crusade in a stadium near you, of course.

Unfortunately, our “Yeeess, but…” attitude sometimes puts far more emphasis on the 
“but” than on the “yes.” We know the warning of Scripture that in the last times there will 
be “signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9) which come from hell, not heaven. Paul reminds 
us about Jannes and Jambres, Pharoah’s court magicians who are examples of those in our 
day who “resist the truth” (see 2 Tim. 3:8-9). How did they, and how will others like them, 
resist the truth? By imitating it! Their intention is to gain power over men with such mira-
cles, and it is a sad fact that millions find such an influence both blinding and binding.

Nonetheless, while we reject such miracle workers with their showmanship and egotism, 
it must be stated unequivocally: God is a God of miracles, and such miraculous works are 
for the Church age. Jesus told His own that the greater works they would do were based, 
not on His earthly miracle-working ministry, but because He was going “to the Father.” His 
ministry of miracles through His people was indeed to be a present-day phenomenon.

We need the convincing ministry of miracles today. Hard-hearted, cynical, agnostic, 
“I’ve-seen-it-all” North Americans will not likely be won by apologetics alone. They need 
something that is beyond argument: bonafide, God-given, 21st century miracles.

That was George Mueller’s intention with his orphanage. While he was interested in the 
spiritual and physical well-being of the children, his first objective, he wrote, was “that God 
might be glorified in so furnishing the means as to show that it is not a vain thing to trust in 
Him” (emphasis added). In other words, Mueller wanted to put himself into such a position 
that only God could get him out of it. And there’s the rub. 

If we want to exhibit to a lost world not only God’s existence but His large-hearted love 
and thoughtfulness, we will have to stop insulating ourselves with stuff, and living out such 
small existences that no miracles are needed—lives that can be fully explained in material-
istic terms. It’s time to make ourselves available, Mueller-like, to be miracle needy.     
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James Gunn and Will Pell 
were in Pittsburg on the 
Lord’s business. A Christian 

lady had asked them to visit 
an unsaved relative, a former 
National League umpire dying  
of TB. When they arrived at the address, it was a dilapidated hovel. Inside was worse—the man was 
on a bed of rags, surrounded by empty beer bottles; the floor was stained with tobacco juice wherever 
he randomly spat. Without hesitating, Will knelt in the filth and began to read Romans 6:23, “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

“Do you believe that?” he asked. 
“Oh, I believe the Bible.” 
“Yes, but do you believe what this verse says? Have you ever earned wages?” The man nodded.
 “But,” Will continued, “have you earned these wages—the wages of sin?” 
“I sure have, Mister,” he replied sadly. 
“When you earn wages, all that’s left is to pick them up at the pay office. Now your pay envelope is 

full; all that remains is for you to pick them up. Then turning to Mr. Gunn, Will asked, “Do you have 
anything to help this poor man?”

Kneeling by the bed, too, James Gunn continued, “Did you ever let anyone else take your wages?” 
“No, of course not.” 
“Because they were good wages, right?” The man assented. 
“But would you like someone to pick up the wages of sin which you have earned?”
“I sure would! But who would do that?” The dying man was in earnest.
“The Lord Jesus has picked up your envelope and emptied it! Christ died for your sins, and now the 

gift of God—eternal life through Christ—is yours for the taking!”
“Then I will take the gift, and take it now,” the old umpire said fervently.

IS HE OUT or Safe at Home?

UPLOOK
If the outlook is dark, try the uplook.


