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FROM MY WINDOW

With such tremendous need, little blessings just won’t do it.

Continued on page 4

t wouldn’t have looked like much to a casual glance. Twelve men (one had gone out

into the dark) had been gathered for a simple meal. Eleven of them seemed uncertain,

perhaps frightened by the dramatic turn of events. After three years of field training

under His inspiring example and masterly teaching, they had heard their Leader just

announce that He was going away. They had seen Him do things that not only amazed

the crowds who observed them; people are still talking about what He did! Now, on this

momentous evening, He has a few remaining lessons to pass on to them.

No need to be afraid, He said. Trust Me (Jn. 14:1) just as you have trusted God, My Father. We’re all headed

home to the Father’s House, and I’m going on ahead to prepare the way. You can be sure that if I go away, I’ll

return at just the right time for the rest of you. I want you to be with Me forever. 

Then, after answering a few questions from His flabbergasted followers, the Master said this: 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own

authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else

believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do

also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that

the Father may be glorified in the Son (Jn. 14:10-13, NKJV).

And then, just in case they (and we) might miss the impact of the final statement, He added: “If you ask any-

thing in My name, I will do it” (v. 14). What did it all mean to them in the 1st century…and to us in the 21st?

GREATER WORKS THAN THESE?
I suggest that it means this: the Father and Son had worked together during Christ’s incarnation, and the

miracles He did were evidence that the Father was in the Son doing those works. But more, the project was not

over. Christ was the foundation to a continuing series of great works that would be done through people like

Peter and John, and you and me, if we believe Him (note: the believer will do the works). In fact—could it be

true?—the works done by His church would actually be greater than the miracles which He had done!

Obviously the great work before us will not be accomplished by chronic doubters, idle critics, nay-sayers,

crepe-hangers or quitters and their ilk—unless they are willing to be converted! Such words as our Saviour

speaks can only be embraced by those souls who believe that God is still on the throne, the Spirit is still actively

at work in North America, Christ is still building His church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

When invited to another round of debates on the wisdom and feasibility of rebuilding Jerusalem—and

won’t some people be offended if you do?—Nehemiah responded, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot

come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” (Neh. 6:3). Right on, Nehemiah.

Is it true that God’s people can do greater works than the Saviour’s miracles? Of course the works done by
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J .  B .  N I C H O L S O N ,  J R .

SOMETHING BLOCKING YOUR VISION?

From page 2

the people of God through the 20 centuries since have been greater numerically. They have been greater 

ethnically and geographically, too. Jesus’ works were done basically in one small country to a few Middle 

Eastern tribes. But more than that—and surely this is the Master’s meaning—the nature of the works would be

greater. He had, on occasion, provided physical bread for hungry stomachs; we have the honor of dispensing

life-giving bread for hungry souls. The blind received their sight at His touch; we sit by a sin-darkened person

with an open Bible. At last we hear them exclaim, “I see it!” and heavenly light floods into their minds. Christ

spoke the word that brought Lazarus from his tomb, but we watch with amazement as those “dead in trespasses”

receive life from above, becoming alive forever before our eyes. (I’m trying to control my use of the ! key.)

ASK ANYTHING IN HIS NAME, AND HE WILL DO IT!
Behind the Lord’s words that night there is another vital truth. How did He do His works? He says, “The

Father who dwells in Me does the works.” And so it would be with all who would do the “greater works” of which He

spoke. It would be God working in and through His people that would produce such works. So we read of the

early believers: “And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them…” (Mk. 16:20).

The book of Acts begins to record some of the greater works done in the early day of the church. “And with

great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all” (4:33).

“And great fear came upon all the church…” (5:11). “And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples

multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith” (6:7). “…And at that

time there was a great persecution against the church…” (8:1). “And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great
number believed” (11:21). “…a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed” (14:1). “And being

brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles:

and they caused great joy unto all the brethren” (15:3). It seems that everything was great in those days—great

power and grace, great reverence and persecution, great blessing and joy. Isn’t that great!

So here we are 2000 years later. Has the human need changed? Has the power of the gospel changed? Has

God changed? Has the Saviour’s promise—If you ask anything in My name, I will do it”—changed? No, they are

still all great. Then what has changed—and needs to be changed back in a hurry? I would suggest it may be the

persons who stare back at us in the mirror each morning. Here are some test questions to ask ourselves:

1. Do I believe that the gospel is the greatest power in the world, greater than anything the enemy has?

2. Am I asking for some great things in Christ’s name, confident that He will do them?

3. Is one of those great things a request each day that the Lord would use me to point someone to Christ?

4. Do I think it strange that God is “calling” so many young Christians into high-paying professions and so

few into some great work for Him as pioneer evangelists, foreign-field missionaries and the like? 

5. Do I expect the Lord to come any day, and want to be found doing great things for Him at that moment?

What is our motivation for change, for getting out of our recliners or neglecting our gardens or doing some-

thing better than another week in suspended animation at the cottage? Why should we be trying fresh ways to

get out the gospel, or laying down our lives for the brethren, causing ourselves major discomfort in the process?

Apart from the fact that souls are exiting time for eternity at the rate of 153,000 per day, let the Lord Jesus

answer the question: “And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, the Father may be glorified
in the Son” (Jn. 14:13). That’s one really great reason, don’t you think?
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Live

Good News on the Move is an
opportunity, beginning this Septem-
ber, DV, for a dozen keen men who
believe God is calling them to pioneer
gospel work. It encompasses one school year (Sep–May) of rigorous, on-the-road evangelistic field train-
ing, composed of an intensive Bible study course linked with practical evangelistic training. Working in
conjunction with evangelists and Bible teachers committed to the New Testament design for the local
church, these men will work with assemblies that are motivated to fulfill the Commission in their areas. 

This ministry is not intended to be a para-church institution. It is simply the practical outworking of
the exercise of brethren in fellowship with their assemblies who see a critical lack in stirring up the gift
of evangelism. Have we been waiting for elders to train evangelists? It is not their primary task; it is the
responsibility of the evangelists, pastors and teachers (mentioned in Ephesians 4), who have been sent
out for this purpose. Very little of it is being done and we desire to see a significant change in this area.

SOME HISTORY
The use of vehicles to transport evangelists is nothing new. The Wesleys and thousands like them

rode “the circuit” on horseback. But the use of specially constructed vehicles for gospel work seems to
have been introduced by Henry Moorehouse, one of the “early Brethren” who taught D. L. Moody how
to preach. In the late 1870s he used “Bible carriages,” horse-drawn wagons with a platform at one end
for open air preaching and used at fairs and markets. The evangelist would address the crowds from the
platform, while others would sell Testaments. Eventually there was a fleet of these throughout the UK.

In the late 1940s, a group of concerned brethren banded together to provide opportunity for young
men to learn gospel work on the job. Leaving from a location central to the continental US (in their case,
Chicago) generally four vehicles of young men set out on four different circuits for evangelism. The
route was published in advance so interested believers could join up with them at the various pre-
arranged locations. This group of visionary brethren used the name “Gospel Messengers.” Only run
during three summers (1947-1949), the teams of young men covered 400 towns with the gospel.

WHY SUCH A VENTURE AT THIS TIME?
We are convinced this is the will of God for us. We are long overdue in training an army of evange-

lists to storm the enemy’s ramparts. We are also convinced through many private conversations that
this project has the support of exercised believers. 

WHAT’S CHRISTIAN FIELD TRAINING?
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WHAT KIND OF MEN?
Twelve single men who believe the Lord is calling

them to pioneer gospel work; men well reported of by
their brethren (Acts 16:2) who have a love for the lost
and a committment to New Testament church truth;
in good health emotionally and physically; eager to
learn, able to take correction, willing to rough it and
to work hard; men who have taken a good look at the
world and are not impressed; ready to do with little
and depend on their Lord for daily provision; men
who hate sin, love God, and are prepared to “stand in
jeopardy” (1 Cor. 15:30) for Christ’s cause.

We would expect concerned elders to know the
potential pioneers in their area who could be recom-
mended by them, and would consider contacting
those listed at the end of this article for details. 

This is not a high school field trip. Assuming the
Lord provides the necessary personel and tools for
this ministry, the summer of 2006 may give opportu-
nity to mount a summer evangelistic campaign with
some high school and post-high gospel teams.

WHAT RESOURCES ARE REQUIRED?
Five brethren are exercised to take primary respon-

sibility for this effort: Mike Attwood (GA), Steve
Batts (NC), Jerry Denny (NC), Andy Hylton (NC),
and Jabe Nicholson (MI). However the ministry will
need a number of evangelists willing to invest one
week with the men in different prearranged locations.
Both Fall and Spring circuits would contain approxi-
mately 10 travel weeks, in addition to the 2 weeks
introductory orientation and, at the end (May), a
“Little Rock type” united effort with other believers.

There must also be groups of believers willing to
work with the team, eager for the gospel, providing
(in most cases) sleeping and serving accommoda-
tions in their building. We will provide materials,
groceries and bring sleeping bags and mattresses.

We will need a suitable vehicle able to hold team,
luggage and literature, with reasonable gas mileage.

We are hoping to make available a digital camera
and a laptop for sending back reports from the front
lines, interesting testimonies, needs of assemblies
being visited, etc. These will be displayed on a web
site along with prayer requests.

WHAT ELSE IS NECESSARY?
A dedicated team of prayer warriors: They could be

homemakers, moms, grandmothers, elders, senior’s
homes, assemblies, youth groups, etc. They would
receive a photo of the team, a map of the tour, a
schedule, and a daily email update on opportunities,
roadblocks, interested souls, professions of faith, etc. 

New gospel material: This is not your grandfather’s
generation and, if we’re going to farm, we’ll use seed
amazingly similar to his seed, but we won’t be using
horse-drawn plows. This is the perfect opportunity to
field test some new gospel materials. Let’s take the
challenge and retire the Spurgeon and Moody tracts
to the historical section—great memories for Chris-
tians. There may be some material we can adapt, but
let’s reach this generation for Christ.

A gospel web site: We are hoping to have a site up by
mid-August that will provide ongoing contact with
seekers. It will include gospel messages, testimonies,
and offers for Testaments, gospel CDs and Bible
study courses. The web address will be on all materi-
als distributed. Believers in other areas may also
choose to use it in their outreaches (see below).

THE OBJECTIVES
Of course, as with all we seek to do, we want this

ministry to fulfill the grand objective described by the
apostle Paul: “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21). In addition, what are our
hopes for this work? 

The young men: To give them a vision for the work
in NA; to equip them to win souls, learn to be ser-
vants, and ground them in the truth; to teach them to
study the Word, to feed themselves and others. And
to take a team of others to teach them.

In the longer term, to stir up the gift of evangelism
in North America for the salvation of many, the estab-
lishment of new assemblies, and the strengthening of

WHAT’S CHRISTIAN FIELD TRAINING?

G00dNewSNOW.info
UPLOOK / JULY 2005

Watch for the new site coming mid-August, DV.



existing ones. We trust the Lord of the harvest
will see fit to thrust out most of these young men
into the harvest fields, both here and abroad.

The visited assemblies: To encourage them in
seeing souls saved and small assemblies built
up; to hone their skills in evangelism; to create
an awareness of the big picture in North Ameri-
ca; to communicate on their behalf to others the
need for prayer for these local churches.

North American assemblies in general: To help
regain the gospel offensive; to train the next gen-
eration of men and give then a vision of what can
be done by whole-hearted obedience to the
Word and moment-by moment dependence on
the Spirit.

HOW WILL THIS BE FUNDED?
If this is the Lord’s work, and He has called us

to do it, should He not be willing to pay the bills?
Do we charge the students fees or operate sim-
ply by faith, looking to the Lord? One of the
largest lessons such men need to learn is to trust
the Lord for their provision and for the needs of
the work to which He has called us.

Although this is not directly a ministry of
Uplook, the Uplook board supports its objec-
tives and intends to help in every way possible.
Uplook Ministries is willing to handle the funds
and is able to provide income tax receipts for
both the US and Canada. All funds earmarked
for “Christian Field Training” or simply for
“CFT” will be used exclusively for this project.

WATCH FOR UPDATES
We hope to have most details in place by the

beginning of July. Orientation will begin in early
September, Lord willing, at Mountaintop Youth
Camp (NC). Please pray fervently with us about
this opportunity. If you have questions or con-
cerns, you may email:

Mike Attwood at saved2serve@nu-z.net

Jerry Denny at jerrydenny@bellsouth.net

Jabe Nicholson at jabe@uplook.org

CHRISTIAN FIELD TRAINING

FAITHFUL SAYINGS:FAITHFUL SAYINGS:

Redeemed Sinners who Proclaim the Gospel ✍
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15).

Disciples who Give Themselves to Godliness✍
“…Exercise thyself…unto godliness. For bodily 
exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable
unto all things, having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come. This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation. For therefore
we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust
in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe” (1 Timothy 4:7-10).

Sufferers Willing to Identify with the Lord✍
“It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him,
we shall also live with Him: If we suffer, we shall also
reign with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny
us: If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He 
cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:11-13).

Servants Maintaining a Life of Good Works✍
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that
thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good
works. These things are good and profitable unto
men.” (Titus 3:8). ��
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ur reservoir of hymnody is both vast and deep. And
the number of the hymns is matched, in most cases,

by a richness of thought and beauty of expression that
stirs the spirit and fills the mind with the most Christ-
honoring thoughts and emotions. As Paul writes: “Speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph.
5:19). But perhaps many of those who meet in New Testa-
ment assembly order are unaware that the church in gen-
eral doesn’t even know that many of these hymns exist.

One example would be Hymn 386 in the Believer’s
Hymnbook (published by John Ritchie), “Glory to Thee,
Thou Son of God Most High.” It has some of the most
descriptive words to be found anywhere. Yet the extensive
web resource cyberhymnal.org which lists 5,100 hymns,
doesn’t include that one. Nor does it include Mrs. Thomp-
son’s moving hymn (#113), “Jesus, Lord, I’m Never Weary”
or Alexander Stewart’s deeply spiritual “Lord Jesus Christ,
We Seek Thy Face” (#129). In fact the Believer’s Hymnal and
Hymns of Worship and Remembrance (first published by
Gospel Perpetuating Fund) include scores of the most
beautiful worship hymns to be found anywhere, yet these
are largely an unknown resource to most Christians.

This would include most hymns from the pens of Sir
Edward Denny, R. C. Chapman, J. N. Darby, James G.
Deck, J. Denham Smith and a host of others. There are
some exceptions, hymns written or translated by those
known as Brethren and enjoyed by the Christian church at
large. These would include the world-famous “How Great
Thou Art,” translated by Stuart Hine, “Oh, the Deep, Deep
Love of Jesus” by Trevor Francis, and the endearing “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus” by Joseph Scriven.

However it is not only Evangelicalism that is unfamiliar
with these hymns that provide such a poetic marriage
between warm devotion and exacting doctrine. We our-
selves, to whom these hymns have been given as a stew-
ardship and a legacy, are neglecting them.

One senior sister wrote me with her observations on
this matter:

A few months ago

I noticed a lovely

hymn in the Believer’s Hymn Book

I’d never heard sung at [our assembly]. I began looking

through the book and was amazed to find 1231 such hymns!

Mind you, some may be sung elsewhere, but in all the 61

years I’ve been in the assemblies I haven’t heard them. If this

has been your experience, too, Jabe, let’s start a “Hymn

Revival…”

If your hymn book is shrinking—“use it or lose it” is
true here as well—here are some practical steps to reverse
the trend and rediscover the wealth at our fingertips.

1. Purchase a copy of the hymn book your assembly
uses and keep it in your car. When travelling, you and your
family can sing the miles away while learning new hymns
and enjoying the old, well-loved ones too.

2. Have an old fashioned hymn sing at your home, or
arrange a fellowship time with your assembly. Enjoy the
favorites, but have a musically gifted brother teach you
one or two new ones each month as well.

3. There are some audio tapes or CDs that have record-
ed the melodies to many of the hymns in our hymn books.
These would include those by Jeff Erb and Paul Renes,
Cathie Cretney, and Marylou Engle. There are other avail-
able as well. Most are designed to sing along. 

Remember that singing is the first evidence of a Spirit-
filled life! (see Eph. 5:18-20).

O

A “mother in Israel” gives a word of exhortation to her brethren.

Staff Report

1 Here is her list of hymns that have gone AWOL:  8, 9, 11, 12,

13, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 39, 44, 45, 46, 47,

51, 54, 59, 62, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 71, 72, 75, 82, 83, 85, 86, 87, 89,

93, 94, 95, 97, 98, 99, 100, 104, 105, 108, 116, 117, 118, 121, 124,

125, 126, 128, 130, 138, 144, 150, 151, 154, 156, 161, 162, 163,

164, 165, 168, 175, 177, 179, 183, 184, 192, 199, 200, 201, 202,

206, 208, 216, 219, 220, 224, 228, 231, 301, 303, 306, 314, 316,

319, 320, 321, 347, 348, 357, 358, 362, 368, 370, 371, 380, 389,

395, 409, 411, 417, 419, 420, 421, 424, 437, 440, 444, 452, 456,

460. Every assembly will probably have a different list, but

doubtless, unless you take steps to learn others, your actual

hymnbook will shrink in effect to twenty or thirty pages.

THE OTHER BOOK BELIEVER’SHYMN BOOK

THE CASE OF THE MISSING HYMNS



ROCKY MT. FELLOWSHIP
Once again Fellowship Family

Camp will be held in the magnificent
Rocky Mountains near Estes Park,
CO. The dates are Aug 14-18. All are 
welcome. For information, call: 

970-356-0817 or 970-351-0570 

UPWARD BOUND ’05
Upward Bound will be held again

at Wilfrid Laurier University, Water-
loo, ON, from Aug 14-26. The first
week will consist of numerous daily
seminars on topics that will give a
deeper appreciation of the Scriptures
and also practical help for living a
victorious Christian life. As well,
there will be many opportunities for
fellowship and recreational enjoy-
ment. First week speakers include:
Brian Russell (UK), Rex and Nancy
Trogdon (NC), Dennis Leblanc (NB),
Charlie Tempest (ON), Joe Mikhael
(ON), and Sandy McEachern (NS).

The second week is a canoe trip
into Algonquin Park—a chance to
enjoy the beauty of God’s creation,
fellowship with believers and to pur-
sue further studies in the Scriptures.

Contact Sandy McEachern at: 
902-420-9489 
sandymceachern@hotmail.com

WICHITA YOUTH CONF.
Westside Bible Chapel in Wichita,

KS, is planning another Young Adult
Conference for the third weekend in
Aug (19-21). Jabe Nicholson (MI) has
agreed to come and minister the
Word. Please pray for this weekend
and come to have your spiritual bat-
tery recharged before going back to
school. 
Got questions? Contact:

Darold Peters at 316-943-3334
darold.peters@juno.com
Vern Skiles at 316-269-0517
vern.skiles@sbcglobal.net

DISCIPLESHIP WEEK
From lunch Monday, Aug 22,

until Friday evening Aug 26, Camp
Galilee (ON) will again host a special
Discipleship Week. This year the
theme is “Citizenship” with morning
devotions in Ephesians. Paul Booker
(ON) and Jabe Nicholson (MI) are
the speakers. This week offers soli-

F R O N T L I N E S
P R AY A R O U N D T H E W O R L D •  P R A I S E A R O U N D T H E C L O C K
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tude, thinking in Scripture, and
opportunities to grow. Contact:

Paul Booker at 905-684-3748

SHEPHERDING CONF.
A Shepherding Conference will be

conducted by “Spread the Word” at
Greenwood Hills Bible Conference
grounds, Fayetteville, PA, from Aug
25 to 27, 2005. The cost is $90. 
Speakers: Mike Attwood (GA), Joe
Reese (ON), John Gordon (NC), and
Bob Gessner (PA). 

To register, call 717-352-2150

TURKEY HILL RANCH 
The Labor Day Family Camp is

scheduled for Sep 2-5. Speakers
include: Joe Reese (adults), Nate
Thomas (children 8-13) and Scott
Renth (children 5-7). 

The camp website has been com-
pletely renovated for the 2005 sea-
son including many new photos,
videos and more. Contact:

www.turkeyhillranch.com
573-744-5843
13489 Maries Rd. 301
Vienna, MO 65582

THE BOOK Distribution
The Directors of CMML inform us that OPAL Trust is a new assembly-based organization
“which has recently been incorporated in the UK with the vision and desire to make Bibles
and good Christian books available at affordable prices in the Third World, especially for
the benefit of missionaries, national workers, and elders, etc. in these countries.” Anyone
wishing to find out more about their ministry and ways in which they might be able to be
of help are encouraged to write for more details to the Secretary, Geoff Ruston, at:

OPAL Trust  Ltd,  1  Glenannan Park,  LOCKERBIE,  DG11 2FA,  UK
email: info@opaltrust.org



2005/2006 weekend retreat sched-
ule. For more information, contact: 

Mark Thomas at 570-967-2577 
campiroquoina@epix.net.
Fall Teen Getaway Oct 21-23
College and Career Dec 30-Jan 2
Junior High #1 Jan 13-15
Junior High #2 Jan 27-29
Senior High Feb 3-5
Family Feb 18-20
Men’s Mar 10,11
Ladies’ May 5-7 
Retreakend May 19-21

NEW MONTHLY STUDY
Brethren in the Ramseur/Randle-

man area of NC are exercised to see
an area monthly Bible study. They
are planning a school year of classes
from Sep ’05 through May ’06. These
classes are scheduled to be held at
Ramseur Gospel Chapel one Satur-
day a month. Contact: 

Mike Moody at 336-824-5525
mcjmoody@yahoo.com

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Administrator at Galilee

Galilee Bible Camp, Renfrew, ON,
invites applications for the position
of Camp Administrator. The admin-
istrator, (preferably a couple) must
be a born again believer with a ser-
vant’s heart who agrees with the
Camp’s statement of faith. Good

LABOR DAY CONF.
Christians gathered to the Name

of the Lord Jesus Christ as Horse
Lake Christian Fellowship in 100
Mile House, BC, are planning a Bible
Conference on Labor Day weekend,
Sep 3 through 5. This year’s theme:
Christian Fellowship. Speakers
include Jack Spender (CT) and Steve
Price (KS). Workshops and seminars
on Saturday, plenary sessions on
Sunday and Monday. Youth semi-
nars to be led by John and Fonda
Monroe (CT). Contact 

Dennis O’Brien at 250-395-2919 
Rob Brennan at 250-791-5657

50 YEARS OF TESTIMONY
The saints at Westgrove Gospel

Chapel, Edmonton, AB, invite you to
join them as they celebrate 50 years
of gathering to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Saturday, Sep 10 from 1 to 5 PM, will,
Lord willing, be a time of remember-
ing some events of those years.
Please pray for their continued
steadfastness in the apostles’ doc-
trine, fellowship, breaking of bread
and prayer. Contact: Marvin and
Linda Hess at 780-483-3589 or
Gilbert and Debbie St. Laurent at
780-963-7829 

MOUNT HERMON
The annual Pacific Coast Christ-

ian Conference will be held Oct 10-14
at the Mt. Hermon Conference Cen-
ter (75 miles south of San Francisco
in the Santa Cruz Mountains). The
conference begins Monday with din-
ner at 7:00 PM and ends Friday with
breakfast. Speakers: Jamie Hull (CO)
& David Reed (IA). Contact:

Max Krieger at 323-256 1992
maxnbethk@juno.com

SLIDELL, LA, CONFERENCE
Slidell Bible Chapel (59334 North

Pearl Drive, Slidell, LA) is planning
its annual Fall conference. With min-
istry from God’s Word, Warren Hen-
derson (WI). George and Kathy
Abbas (CO) will also provide min-
istry in music. Saturday, Oct 22,
10:30 AM-12:00 noon. Lunch served.
Meetings at 1:30 and 3:00 PM. Sun-
day, Oct 23 at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM

with lunch served.

IROQUOINA SCHEDULE
Tom Freeman writes: “Fathers

and sons, please come and be a part
of the annual Father/Son weekend
retreat on Nov 11-13. We had a good
number last year and expect even
more this year. Always be prepared
for some imaginative games with Jay
Allen. Jim VanDuzer will open the
Word in his very special way!” 

In addition here is the camp’s

FRONT LINES
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The National Workers and Elders Conference is planned for Oct 4-6 at Hollywood Bible Chapel, 2300 Holly-
wood Blvd, Hollywood, FL. The theme is “Walk as He Walked.” The desire of the conveners is that the Bible
studies and seminars will be of real help to the assemblies of the Lord’s people. Consider inviting some younger
folk so they could hear the ministry and enjoy the fellowship of other saints, many who have been laboring in
the local assemblies for years. Contact with men and women with such experience would be invaluable for those
who desire by the Lord’s grace to be used in their local assembly. Please register early to assist those planning
the conference and to ensure accommodations are available. Send registration to: 

Michael Renth, 112048 South Las Palmas Drive, Pembroke Pines, FL 33025
945-447-6850          mike@bereangroup.com Register online at www.workerselders.org

Workers & Elders National Conference 2005
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interpersonal skills are a must, as
well as computer, organizational,
clerical and financial abilities. Galilee
is a well-established work serving the
Lord in the Ottawa valley for almost
50 years. Contact: 

Fred Shaver at 819-647-2112
email: fshaver@295.ca

FT. SMITH, ARKANSAS
Ken Sagely, who grew up in this

area of Arkansas on the Oklahoma
border, has discovered the beauty of
New Testament gathering as he has
searched the Scriptures. He is inter-
ested in finding others in the Ft.
Smith/Van Buren area who would
like to meet together. Contact Ken at:

1302 N. 28 St.
Van Buren, AR 72956
800-872-9851 (w)
479-474-0835 (h)
ksagely29@hotmail.com

CHANGES
Craig and Nancy Rolinger

1800 7th Unit 11A 
East Moline, IL 61244-2227
309-793-4694
rolinger@mchsi.com
http://rolinger.home.mchsi.com

YORK BIBLE STUDY 
The York Bible Study Program,

which is completing its 18th year,
meets on the second Saturday of
each month from Sep to May. There
are four teaching sessions and lunch
is provided. For information and
schedule call Spread The Word at
717-767-2900

INTEREST IN TALLAHASSEE 
A small meeting has been started

in Tallahassee, FL. They are search-
ing for like minded-believers interest-
ed in breaking bread with the saints,
meeting around the Lord Jesus and

growing a local church in the area. 
Greg Hatcher at 229-377-6594 
ghatcher01@direcway.com.

AGAPE OPPORTUNITY
Agape Valley Bible Camp is locat-

ed in Southern Ontario (Niagara
Region), Canada. The camp was pur-
chased 13 years ago and consists of
140 acres woodland and cleared land
with a large house and barn.

The main focus is 8 weeks of chil-
dren’s summer day camp, with sever-
al other year-round activities: maple
syrup production, honey & harvest
days that help support the operating
cost of the day camp.

They are looking for a Christian
Property Manager to take responsi-
bility for the day-to-day operations.
This would be a great opportunity
for a husband-wife team wanting to
serve the Lord through a children’s
work. The couple should be com-
mended by their home assembly to
this ministry. The home and opera-
tion costs would be provided.

For additional information: 
William Duncan at 905-892-0110 
Tim Hartwick at 905-892-6177

Send your resume to: 
Selection Committee 
Agape Valley Bible Camp
392 Kilman Road, R R #1, 
Ridgeville ON L0S 1M0 
agapevalley@agapevalley.ca

COMMENDATIONS
Mrs. Ashley Allan

The Christians gathered in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ in
Lawrence, KS and in Jefferson City,
MO are of one mind in commending
Mrs. Ashley Allan to the work of the
Lord. Ashley is serving the Lord at
Turkey Hill Ranch Bible Camp in
Vienna, MO with her husband,
Jimmy Allan.

FRONT LINES

Ashley grew up in the assembly in
Lawrence, KS and moved to Turkey
Hill Ranch when her parents were
commended to the work there from
the Lawrence Bible Chapel. Our
prayers go with Ashley and Jimmy as
they begin their life’s work together.
We pray the harvest will be plentiful.

Andy and Jennifer Ott
Those who gather in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ in Minot, ND
are pleased to announce that they, in
the will of the Lord, are commending
Andy and Jennifer Ott to the Lord’s
work in Great Falls, MT. They will be
greatly missed there but are excited
to see how the Lord has been leading
them to this new work, clearly open-
ing a door for them among the Hut-
terite colonies in that area.

Plans are already underway for
gospel work in Great Falls through a
booth at the Fair Jul 28-Aug 7 which
will be followed by gospel tent meet-
ings to the end of August. Brother
Ross Vanstone from Lethbridge, AB
will be with them for this campaign.

Please pray for them and that the
Lord of the Harvest will send some
other families there to join them in
this good work. Contact: 

Andy at 701-839-5190 
Al Bulow at 701-837-9051

Christina Harangozo
Oakwood Bible Chapel (Windsor,

ON) is commending Christina
Harangozo to full-time work with the
Ezekiel Project, in Michigan.

Christina has recently graduated
from the School of Evangelism and is
going to join with Chris and Barbara
Schroeder as a support worker. 

Christiana is commended for one
year at this time, but the commenda-
tion may be renewed in the future.
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“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and
sent them two and two before His face into every city and place,
where He Himself would come. Therefore said He unto them,
The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth
laborers into His harvest” (Lk. 10:1-2).

hese words are arresting for a number of reasons.
The phrase “after these things” pushes our thinking

back to the previous events found in chapter 9. The Lord
Jesus, using a divine “time machine,” had hurled Peter,
James and John thousands of years
into the future. They had seen the
Master in His kingdom glory as He
had prophesied in verse 27: “But I
tell you of a truth, there be some stand-
ing here, which shall not taste of death,
till they see the kingdom of God.”

How crucial to daily pray, “Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.” While we
understand the biblical distinctions
between the Church and the king-
dom, we must not forget we have a
role in the kingdom. We have been
“delivered…from the power of darkness, and…translated into the
kingdom of His dear Son” (Col. 1:13). Yet at present the
kingdom on earth is in mystery form. We await with joy
the Saviour’s taking of His kingly rights on earth. 

However Peter exhorts us to give “all diligence” to use
the Christian’s calculator. We must add to our faith: virtue
+ knowledge + self-control + perseverance + godliness +
brotherly kindness + love” (2 Pet. 1:5-7). In this way “an
entrance shall be ministered to you abundantly into the ever-
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (v. 11).

Notice as well in Luke 10 that the Lord had increased
the number of His front-line troops seven-fold (many
manuscripts read “seventy and two others”). So to the twelve
commissioned in 9:1, He now sends out 70 or 72 more.
This is good strategic thinking. They were to be advanced
teams going “before His face into every city and place, where
He Himself would come.” In this way, He could reap where

they had sown. He said as much to the twelve at Samaria: 

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?

behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for

they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth

wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that

soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein is

that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to

reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor: other men labored, and

ye are entered into their labors (Jn. 4:35-38). 

So Jesus thought not only that working individually
was not the best; He also thought
that teams of reapers should follow
hard on the path of teams of sowers.
Can we learn something here? This
is, after all, the Master plan.

But even multiplying His ministry
through the ministry of the twelve,
and then multiplying the twelve—
until there were seven times that
many—was not enough. We have
been called on to ask for even more
help from the Lord of the harvest. 

How much help should we be ask-
ing for? The Lord Jesus didn’t say

exactly, but He gave two clues. The number of workers
would be affected by the number of laborers already work-
ing, which He said were “few,” and by the size of the pro-
ject, which He said was “great.” Notice it is laborers He
needs, taken from a word that simply means “someone
who gets things done.” Talkers we have aplenty, confer-
ence preachers, etc. We need some workers out there.

Finally notice the graphic word the Lord uses for the
process of getting people out into the field. It is the word
ekballo, to hurl or thrust out. It is also translated “expel,”
“drive,” and “pluck.” One dictionary gives its meaning as
“to lead one forth or away somewhere with a force which
he cannot resist.” Hmmm! Are those of us whom the Lord
wants to use as laborers so attached to family, career, per-
sonal agendas, or whatever that He will have to expel us
from our family circles, pluck us out of our jobs, drive us
from our own plans, and thus hurl us into His work? �

T

GOD’S WORKFORCE

It looks like He means business about this!

LET’S KEEP PRAYING

“Lord, increase our faith!”
LUKE 17:5

“Lord, teach us to pray!”
LUKE 11:1 

“Lord…send forth laborers!” 
LUKE 10:2

LET’S KEEP PRAYING
✲  ✲  ✲
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A burglar arrested by the gospel

GRACE AT WORK

In 1880, D. L. Moody came to St. Louis, Missouri to conduct evangelistic meetings,

The local newspaper, the Globe-Democrat, announced that it was going to print

every word he said. Moody made up his mind that he “would weave in a lot of Scripture for

the Globe-Democrat to print, and that might count if my own poor words should fail.” 

Valentine Burke was a burglar who had spent twenty years of his life in prison. Burke at

that time was in the St. Louis jail awaiting trial. Solitary confinement was wearing on him.

Somebody threw a newspaper into his cell one morning, and the first thing that caught his

eye was a headline: “How the Jailer of Philippi got Caught.” He sat down with a chuckle to read the story of

the jailer’s plight. “Philippi!“ he said knowingly, “that’s up in Illinois. I’ve been there.”

It was Moody’s sermon of the night before. “What rot is this?” exclaimed Burke. “Paul and Silas—‘What

must I do to be saved?’ Has the Globe-Democrat got to print such stuff?” He looked at the date. Yes, it was Fri-

day morning’s paper. Burke threw it down with an oath, and walked around his cell liked a caged lion. 

Eventually he read the sermon through. His heart grew restless. Again and again he picked up the paper

and read its strange story. “What does it mean?” he asked himself. “What is it to be saved, anyway? If there

is such a God as that preacher is telling about, I believe I’ll find it out, if it kills me.” Near midnight, after

hours of bitter remorse over his wasted life, he prayed, the first time since he was a child at his mother’s knee.

Burke learned that there is a God who is able and willing to blot out the darkest record at a single stroke. 

In a few weeks Burke came to trial; but was released on a technicality. Friendless, and with a criminal

record, he had a hard time for months. But, as brave as a Christian as he had been as a burglar, Burke strug-

gled on. He went to New York, hoping to find honest work. He didn’t succeed, and after six months came

back to St. Louis. One day there came a message that he was wanted at the courthouse.

“Some old case they’ve got against me,” he said; “but if I’m guilty I’ll tell them.” Sheriff Mason greeted him

kindly. “Where have you been, Burke?” He told him he had been in New York trying to find a decent job. 

“Burke,” said the sheriff, “I’ve had you shadowed every day you were in New York. I suspected that your

religion was a fraud; but I know you’ve lived an honest life, and I’ve sent for you to offer you a deputyship.”

Later Moody met with Burke in a room in the courthouse where the one-time thief was serving as trust-

ed guard over a bag of diamonds.

“Mr. Moody,” he said, “see what the grace of God can do for a burglar. Look at this!”

On another occasion, Sherriff Mason gave Burke his old “rogue’s gallery” photo. Valentine Burke

inscribed the following words on the back: “He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy

out of the dunghill; that He may set him with princes, even with the princes of His people” (Ps. 113:7-8).

“

”
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rooklyn Noel of the Baptist Press writes: “John Thomas Scopes, a first-year school
teacher, was prosecuted by the state at the Rhea County Courthouse in July 1925 on

charges of teaching evolution in a high school classroom. The so-called “Scopes Monkey
Trial” received international media attention and continues to influence the creation vs.
evolution debate more than three-quarters of a century later.”

“It’s not the trial, but the distortion of the trial that had an impact,” said Marvin
Olasky, co-author of a new book, Monkey Business, that wants to set the record straight. “The journalistic cover-
age led to a stereotype in American life of essentially the smart evolutionist vs. the stupid creationist,” adds
Olasky, editor in chief of World magazine and journalism professor at the University of Texas, Austin. The Broad-
man & Holman division of LifeWay Christian Resources released the book coauthored with John Perry.

While researching Monkey Business, the authors used newspaper accounts, conducted interviews with experts
and read the official court transcript, which Perry said differs greatly from the story most people know.

Perry and Olasky said they hope the book can rectify 80 years of historical misunderstanding.

B
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THE SCOPES MONKEY TRIAL ON TRIAL

ALL THE LITTLE ONES
More than 25 million children are

born in India every year, which
means one child is born every 1.26
seconds, the highest in the world.
Ten million children work and sleep
on the streets, never seeing the
inside of a house. Pray for those who
work among the orphans and street
children in this land and elsewhere.

BOLIVIAN CRISIS
Patrick Goodenough of CNS News

reports: “Bolivia’s political crisis
took a new turn when the head of
the Supreme Court was named as
caretaker president, a step that could
hasten the move towards Bolivia
becoming the seventh left-leaning
country in Latin America.

“Supreme Court Justice Eduardo
Rodriguez replaces President Carlos
Mesa, who resigned earlier after

three weeks of protests, strikes and
oilfield takeovers by indigenous Indi-
ans, left-wing students and farmers.
They are demanding changes includ-
ing nationalizating the energy indus-
try, and more power for Indians.

“Rodriguez was third in line for
the presidency, but took the post by
default after the leaders of the Senate
and House declined in the face of
strong protests.

“Bolivia, a landlocked country of
8.5 million, is Latin America’s poor-
est. If a leftist government were to
take over in Bolivia, it would join
Cuba, Brazil, Venezuela, Chile,
Argentina and Uruguay.

“The State Department on Tues-
day authorized the departure of fam-
ily members and non-emergency
personnel based at the U.S. Embassy
in La Paz. It also issued a travel
warning to Americans.”

WHAT’S HAPPENING: IRAN
Dick Papworth produces Persian

radio broadcasts from his U. S. base.
They are beamed into Iran, 10 hours
per week. He writes in Missions:

“We sense that increasing winds
of change are beginning to blow
through Iran…The grip that the
Islamic Republic has on the hearts of
the people seems to be unraveling…
As more and more people become
disillusioned with the conditions in
their homeland, they’re listening to
words of hope from outside.

“We’re encouraged by the fact
that God is causing fruit to emerge.
One man wrote this to us: ‘One day
as I was searching on the radio I acci-
dently found the Radio Voice of
Christ. The words of the program
attracted me, and I found myself in
love with the person of Christ. That
was how I found…my God.’” �



his lone state, extending from the U.S. into the
subtropics, is in the south but shares little of the

common culture of the other southeastern states.
Now, except for the remoter towns in the center of the
state, it is highly cosmopolitan and greatly influenced
by its burgeoning transplanted population. 

Comprising an area of almost 54,000 square miles,
it contains a population of more than 17 million souls
(the fourth most populous after CA, TX, and NY). Its
growth rate from 1990 to 2000 was an astronomical
23.5%, almost double the national rate. Contrary to
popular belief, those under age 18 in Florida are
almost the same percentage as the overall U.S. popu-
lation (about 4 million young people as permanent
residents). Some mission field!

VISITING FLORIDA SHORT-TIME
With its nickname as “The Sunshine State,” it is no

surprise that Florida is a favorite vacation spot not
only for Canadians and Americans, but for visitors
from around the world. It is estimated that about 75
million swelled the local population to enjoy its
weather or visit its well-known tourist destinations.

Many believers from assembly fellowships are
familiar with Florida as a vacation spot. It’s a great
place to get away from the winter grays, isn’t it. But is
that all it is to us?

True, the Lord Jesus instructed His disciples,
“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a
while: for there were many coming and going, and they
had no leisure…” (Mk. 6:31). He is not a hard Master
and remembers that we are dust. Without our glori-
fied bodies yet, it is wise to take some leisure to be
refreshed to carry on in the service of the Lord. But is
it not possible to include in our holiday times a visit
to encourage the local believers as well? (Please
remember to ask your elders for a letter of introduc-
tion; it is a courtesy to the assembly you are visiting.)
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FLORIDA: A REAL RESORT STATE
Is this just a place for holidays and retirement? What about its 17 million souls?

PRAYER

TARGET
JUST THE FACTS

Would it not be appropriate to take along some
good gospel tracts to leave along the way? And we
should always be on the watch for some weary soul
who could use a word from the Lord through us.

SPENDING WINTERS IN THE SUN
Florida also seems to be ideal for older folk look-

ing for a place unencumbered by ice and snow—to
spend the winter, or to live year-round in their retire-
ment. And if they feel it is a good way to spend their
later years, who would begrudge or envy them? But
again, this deserves some serious thought.

Did you know the Lord Jesus was in the resort busi-
ness? Some time before the verse we read earlier, con-
cerning the disciples resting, we read this: “And He
went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude
resorted unto Him, and He taught them” (Mk. 2:13). Yes,
always being about the Father’s business, on this
occasion He made His way to the sea side, where
many resorted to Him. Never missing an opportuni-
ty, He opened to them heaven’s treasures and “taught
them.” No doubt, many of His hearers would never
forget what they heard from His lips as they sat under
a Middle Eastern sky by the lovely Galilean shore.

So in light of the example of Christ, may I ask a few
questions respectfully of my senior brothers and sis-
ters? Is it possible that you might, while enjoying the
Florida weather, look for an opportunity to have
more than a token ministry there as well? Would you
think of choosing a smaller assembly of indigenous
Christians to help and encourage, rather than flock-
ing together with a host of snowbirds?

I spoke with an elder in an assembly there and
asked him if any of the believers who winter in Flori-
da ever asked the assembly if there were any they
could visit. He answered, “We have many who come
here for the winter, but just one brother ever asked if
he might help by visiting, as far as I know.”

•
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ON THE EAST: Jack-
sonville lists 2 works,
but this is a huge city;
then St. Augustine and
Palm Coast; and further
south there is Titusville,
Melbourne and a long stretch
to Ft. Pierce. South of that there are some eager saints
in the Jenson Beach area who presently meet with
some from Jupiter/Palm Beach. South of this (the 3
most populous counties) are scattered a number of
assemblies of varying strengths. Pray for Florida!

•Tampa
St. Pete

•Winter Haven
Lake Wales

Jacksonville
•

• New Smyrna 
Beach

St. Augustine
•

Palm Coast
•

Titusville•

TALLAHASSEE•Panama City•

Ft. Walton Beach/Niceville

Daytona Beach
•

•Bradenton
•Sarasota
•Venice

• Pt. Charlotte

• Ft. Myers Boca Raton
•

Miami•

Jenson Beach•
Ft. Pierce•

•
Orlando

•
Ocala

Melbourne
•

Clermont
•

Gainesville
•

Lakeland
•

Hollywood•
Ft. Lauderdale•

Jupiter/
West Palm•

city with existing work
other needy cities

�

If you feel the Lord calling you to sunnier climes for
the winter months, ask Him to show you where, and
how you should spend your time. You might be hap-
pily surprised at the open doors He gives you.

EVER THINK OF PIONEERING THERE?
As one of the fastest growing states in the U.S. and

with a population half that of Canada’s, it definitely
needs more gospel work. Here is a sketch of the need
for New Testament works, as far as we can ascertain:

IN THE PANHANDLE (mentioned in the last Uplook):
Both Pensacola and Panama City are open fields for
assembly planting. There are small works in Niceville
(Fort Walton Beach area) and Tallahassie, the state
capital. Both could use help.

ON THE GULF: There is very little work to our knowl-
edge from Marco Island in the southwest until you
reach Tampa/St. Pete. There are small assemblies in
Cape Coral (Ft. Meyers) and the Port Charlotte area.
But what about these cities: Naples, Venice, Sarasota,
and Bradenton? There is some possibility in the last
two. There are several in greater Tampa (including
relatively new assemblies in Clearwater/Dunedin
and Land O’ Lakes), but a real need in the fast-grow-
ing Pasco County. A young couple have asked for
those interested in the Lakeland area to contact them
regarding possibilities there. And there is some inter-
est in a new work west of Orlando, in Clermont.

IN THE CENTER: Archer (s. of Gainesville) has had a
small work for some time, but there is a great field in
this home of Florida State University.  There is also a
need in the Haines City/Winter Haven/Bartow/Lake
Wales area. We’re thankful for nearby Frostproof.

There
are 49 FL
assemblies
listed in the
2005 Address
Book of Some
Assemblies
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recently saw a sarcastic bumper sticker which read, “What’s next, gravity?”

The reference is to the opposition by Christians to public school indoctrina-

tion of students with the religious beliefs of evolution. The inference is that “you

Christians are dumb because you reject the absolute truth of evolution and if we

tolerate this then perhaps your next attack will be on the validity of gravity.” This

very common debating technique is called knocking down the “straw man.” The

opposing position is first described as challenging what everyone knows is true,

showing it is in fact true, and then highlighting how silly it is to believe what the

opponent is said to believe. I am not aware of any Christians who challenge the

reality of gravity, so this line is generally limited to sarcastic bumper stickers.

The more popular straw man actually used against Christians today is that “you Christians believe that the

world is flat.” Most Christians are surprised to be told that they believe this. What follows is a reference to the

“Flat Earth Society” and the verse in Isaiah 11:12 referring to the “four corners of the earth.” This is meant to show

how scientifically unsophisticated and backward Christians are, and how they would rather believe the Bible than

what is observably true.

Well, how do we know the world is round? Can you give at least one way we know from observation that it is?

Here are two ways. During an eclipse of the moon, the shadow of the earth falling on the moon is curved. This

can only be true if the earth is a sphere. 

Secondly, when seeing a tall ship approach from the horizon, what is seen first is the very top of the ship and

not the outline of the entire ship. This could only be true if the ship at the horizon were coming over the surface

of a curved sphere. So the earth is a sphere despite the figurative language used in Isaiah 11:12 and the belief of a

very few people to the contrary. 

There is no conflict here between the Bible and observable truth. In fact, in Isaiah 40:22, the prophet speaks

of the “circle of the earth” and, as the earth rotates to produce our daily cycle, the circle of the horizon never

changes. This could only be true of a sphere.

The use of debate rhetoric against Christians is reminiscent of the political arena where intellectual honesty

often falls by the wayside in favor of name calling and deliberate distortion of facts. What is needed is thoughtful

discussion on the question of origins. Phillip Johnson, in his book Darwin on Trial, asserts that the question of

how life originated is still open for debate in the 21st century despite the dogmatic intolerance of the adherents

to evolution. Isaiah was correct again when, on behalf of the Lord, he said, “Come now, and let us reason together”

(Isa. 1:18).

MICHAEL G. WINDHEUSER, Ph.D.

Johnson, Phillip. Darwin on Trial. InterVarsity Press.  Downers Grove, IL, 1993.
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hile it is a great privilege as a shepherd to be called
on to perform a wedding, it is also a solemn

responsibility from the Lord to teach the couple and shep-
herd them in His paths of truth. Pre-marital counselling
has become a necessity due to the volume of incorrect
information a couple receives by the time they arrive at
this point in their decision for marriage. Pre-marital coun-
selling can be called preventive counselling, for it can pre-
vent many a heartache and disappointment in years to
come, when from the beginning they are led to see God’s
beautiful plan and wonderful provisions for marriage.

Our Bible opens with reference to marriage in the Cre-
ation account, pauses to give us a glimpse of the first mar-
riage, and then closes with a cry of the heart from the lov-
ing Bride to her Bridegroom, “Come!” All between Gene-
sis 1 and Revelation 22, the Word of God is packed with
instructions, illustrations, guidelines, and warnings, all
with the purpose of revealing the mind of God on the sub-
ject of marriage. The Word also reveals its authority on the
subject, and shows how we can experience the joys intend-
ed for us in this wonderful institution.

I. PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS
If at all possible, plan 3 or 4 sessions with the couple of

about one to one-and-a-half hours each, perhaps one ses-
sion a week in the last month or so before their wedding.

Encourage conversational teaching. Too much lectur-
ing finds them not taking it all in. Have them bring their
Bibles to search the passages under consideration.

Always begin and end in prayer, praying for their well-
being and for their understanding to be enlightened.

If intimate questions need to be addressed, meet pri-
vately with the young man and have your wife or a godly
mature sister meet with the young lady.

II. COUNSELLING SUGGESTIONS
• Don’t assume you are counselling believers: 2

Corinthians 6:14 is a good place to start. Have them share
their conversion experience with you.

• Have them express what quali-
ties they admire in one another that
drew them to this decision.

• Have them express what changes
(dislikes) they would make in the other if it were possible.
(It may take some good-natured prompting to get them to
openly reveal the others’ faults.)

• Make simple notes in this exercise and then use these
findings to teach them:

1. We do not change one another (for the better, at
least). Only God can change hearts resulting in changed
behavior or attitudes. We must learn to accept the likes
with the dislikes. Learn to give and forgive (1 Cor. 13:5,
“Love…doth not behave itself unseemly, seeks not its own,
is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil.”)

2. This channel of open communication about differ-
ences is needful and should be encouraged between them,
not to point out the other’s faults, but to provide a better
understanding of what concerns the other (Amos 3:3).

3. Certain strengths that are admired in the other often
demonstrate weaknesses in one’s own life. It is a wonder-
ful time to demonstrate how two are better than one (Eccl.
4:9-12). It is also a time to reveal how that 3-fold cord—
they with the Holy Spirit—can build a lasting relationship
of interdependence with each other (Eph. 5:21). Draw
them the simple triangular graphic illustrated on page 20.

Take some time to review God’s creative distinctions in
men and women (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-6).

1. Both were created by God with similarities (Gen.
1:26-28).

a) Image (reflection of God—we are personal, rational,
moral beings).

b) Likeness (resemblance to God—thinking, willful,
feeling).

c) Given dominion (to oversee earth under God’s rule).
d) To be fruitful and multiply (co-dependent upon each

other in this God-designed role).
e) To subdue (both are to acquire knowledge to master

the elements, learn the secrets of the universe, and use
them for God’s glory).

In all of these areas, men and women stand on level
ground before the Lord.

W

A Shepherd
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PASTORAL HELPS

PRE-MARITAL COUNSELLING
This, along with post-marital counselling, is no luxury item today.



2. Though men and women have similarities,
God designed certain roles for each. Adam was
created first (priority of leadership). Eve was created
second to be his companion and helper as the leader
in God’s creation.These truths are stated in Genesis,
illustrated throughout the OT, and taught in the
NT (1 Cor. 11; 2 Tim. 2). Man’s responsibilities:

a) Man was created with a desire to be a
provider (Gen. 2:15), “till it.”

b) Man was created with a desire to be a
protector (Gen. 2:15), “keep (guard) it.”

c) He was created with a desire to be a
decision maker (Gen. 2:19-20).

These qualities were created in man
for the position of being the lov-
ing head. Even thought much
was marred in the Fall, God still
hold the man responsible in these areas. Now, as “new
creatures in Christ Jesus,” and with the enablement of the
Holy Spirit, Ephesians 5:23 can and should becomes a
reality. Discuss the “virtuous woman” of Proverbs 31 who
helps her husband in many ways.

Also discuss how his being the Decision Maker does
not restrict her input into the decision making. A wise hus-
band listens to his wife’s feelings and suggestions to aid in
his decision-making responsibility.

The woman’s sphere is also illustrated:
a) She was created with the desire to be needed. (Gen.

2:18). Man was alone and needed her help.
b) She was created with the desire to be loved. (Gen.

2:21-23). She came next to his heart. “No man ever yet hated
his own flesh” (Eph. 5:29). Make this key point to the man.

c) She was created with the desire to be protected (Gen.
2:21-23); she came from close to his side. Use this to show
why frustrations develop in marriage and how these creat-
ed drives within each, if unfulfilled, result in problems. 

Move further in the discussion to show that these char-
acteristics affect our thinking, actions, and decision-mak-
ing. Eve’s decision in Genesis 3 was based on her feelings
and she was moved by her emotions and needs. Men are
often charged with being insensitive and unresponsive,
but often this is from the perspective of the wife who has
greater creative drives in these areas. Men and women do
think and act differently in given situations, but when hus-
bands and wives understand each other’s created distinc-
tions, there are grounds for resolving differences.

3. Re-enforce how sin has continued to mar our part in
this wonderful plan for marriage, but stress how God has
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resolved the problem (2 Cor. 5:17). God desires
to restore through us His original design. The

Ephesians 5 teaching on marriage re-enforces this.
a) v. 22, wives in willing submission to husbands 

b) v. 23, 25, 28, husbands to lead and be the lover
The commands given here are indicative of our

weakness in these areas. In 1 Peter 3:7, the Word
instructs believing husbands to understand

their wives and dwell with them in this light.
Also in this passage we see a believing wife

who has a husband who doesn’t believe (vv.
1-6), yet her willing submission is still as

“unto the Lord,” and she may win him
“without a word” by godly living.

4) Discuss the complementary
God-given roles of loving leader-
ship and willing submissiveness

for the home. Point out how leadership includes areas of
spiritual as well as physical and emotional leadership on
the husband’s part. Continue to stress, that without a
sense of dependency on the Lord, this is not possible.

E. Spend time in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8, understanding
God’s concept of true, Christlike love:

1) Point out men and women’s natural capacity for love
is only a response from the other’s outreach of love. “I love
you because you love me” can become “I’ll throw rocks at
you if you throw rocks at me.” God’s desire is that His love
(agape), which He has placed within us, being “shed
abroad in our hearts” (Rom. 5:5), will provide the
resources to weather the storms of life—which are sure to
come. Again, use the simple triangular illustration to illus-
trate that our fellowship with one another is in direct pro-
portion to our fellowship with the Lord. The realities of 1
Corinthians 13:1-8 can be experienced in our lives and in
marriage, when we walk in the Spirit.

F. Spend a session helping the couple develop a budget
for their living expenses. Go over this budget with them
and spend ample time sharing personal reflections in this
area. Use the time to teach:

1. Scriptural giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9; 3 Jn. 5-8).
2) Being content with such as God supplies (Phil. 4:10-

11; 1 Tim. 6:6-11).
3) While not hoarding, encourage saving for the unex-

pected, being a good steward of God’s provisions (Prov.
6:6-11). We are to give to the Lord, care for the poor, invest
in eternity, look after our families, while giving a day’s
honest work for our wages.

And be available after the wedding for ongoing care!

The 
closer 

you get 
to the Lord,

the closer you
should be to one

another

PRE-MARITAL COUNSELLING

HUSBAND WIFE

The LORD
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war is about to begin. King Jehoram of Israel is going
to war with the king of Moab. He sends to Jehosh-

aphat, king of Judah, and urges him to join with him in the
battle. They decide to invade Moab from the south
through the land of Edom, whose king joins with them.
But they run out of water and are quite desperate. Are they
going to be defeated by Moab?

Jehoshaphat feared the Lord and asks, “Is there no
prophet of the Lord here that we may inquire of the Lord by
him?” (2 Ki. 3:11, NKJV) A servant states that Elisha, who
served Elijah, is with them. The king of
Judah responds, “The word of the Lord is
with him” (2 Ki. 3:12). Elisha is brought
before the kings and predicts that God
will supply them with water in a mirac-
ulous way and that they will win the vic-
tory. And so it happened. Read the
story for the details.

Prophets of God marked Israel’s his-
tory, beginning with Moses. Some,
along with their messages, worked mir-
acles, such as Elijah and Elisha. Many performed no mira-
cles but simply gave out the message of God. Some are
remembered primarily for their powerful written min-
istry, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. While there was
some prediction, most of their ministry was practical and
searching. They called for repentance and a turning back
to the Lord. 

Prophets were never people pleasers, but rugged, com-
mitted servants of the living God. Isaiah was told to write:
“That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children who
will not hear the law of the Lord; who say to the seers, ‘Do not
see,’ and to the prophets, ‘Do not prophesy to us right things;
speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits’ (Isa. 30:9-10).

Prophets refused to prophesy “smooth things” but pro-
claimed God’s message fearlessly. They were often threat-
ened and sometimes killed, but even kings could not seal
their mouths. Amos was warned to leave Bethel and to
stop prophesying against the evils of Israel. His answer
gives us the spirit of every true prophet: “I was no prophet,

neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and a
gatherer of sycomore fruit: and the Lord took me as I followed
the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto My
people Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lord”
(Amos 7:14-16).

The true prophet was never for hire; he was the Lord’s
slave, accountable to Him alone. False prophets were for
sale, such as “Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness” (2 Pet. 2:15). Paul could say, “For we are
not, as so many, peddling the word of God, but as of sincerity,
but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ” (2 Cor.
2:17). In his defense of the gospel of grace, Paul affirms,

“For do I now persuade men, or God? Or
do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased
men, I would not be a bondservant (doulos,
slave) of Christ” (Gal. 1:10). God’s slaves
are never for hire, a powerful indict-
ment of the clergy system with its hired
ministers and priests.

The Scripture states that the Church is
built upon “the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20). A foun-

dation needs to be laid only once. The apostles and
prophets were foundational in giving us the New Testa-
ment, in establishing assemblies with a particular struc-
ture, and in being a model for later servants of the Lord to
follow. There was an element of prediction in some of their
writing as in Revelation. But also there was a strong
denunciation of sin and a plea for righteousness. James
certainly follows in the footsteps of the prophets of old as
he cries out against sin in his epistle.

Predictive prophecy that would add to the Scripture is
to be rejected. The book of Revelation concludes with a
solemn warning: “For I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book. If anyone adds to these
things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book” (Rev. 22:18). He also adds a warning to those who
would take from it. The Scripture is complete and final (2
Tim. 3:16-17). Away then with the claims of the Koran and
the Book of Mormon to be further revelations from God.

Having said this, do we still need a prophetic type min-

A

TESTIMONY

“Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of the Lord by him?”

Donald L. Norbie



UPLOOK / JULY 200522

istry in the Church today? Teachers are still very active in
the churches now. Their task is to exegete the Scriptures
and to explain the meaning so that the listeners under-
stand the passage. Understanding is vital if one is to obey.
In Ezra’s time the people gathered to hear the Law. “So they
read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God, and they gave
the sense, and helped them to understand the reading” (Neh.
8:8). The goal of the teacher is the understanding of God’s
Word by the listener. This can then be followed by exhor-
tation. Paul wrote Timothy, “Till I come, give attention to
reading to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13).

But a prophetic ministry goes beyond instruction. Its
goal is to touch the heart, to convict, to change the person.
Paul describes the effect of prophesy on the hearer: “...he is

convinced by all; he is convicted by all; and thus the secrets of
his heart are revealed; and so falling down on his face, he will
worship God and report that God is truly among you” (1 Cor.
14:24-25). Surely we need that type of ministry among us.

What are characteristics of the prophet of old that
should mark the preacher today? 

First of all, he must be a man of God. He needs to be
conscious that he belongs uniquely to God and speaks for
Him. He speaks “as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), with
divine authority. Like Paul, he glories in being God’s slave
(Gal. 1:10), directed by the Lord and responsible to Him.
His is the spirit of Elijah, fearless in confronting evil. He is
not a politician, a people pleaser, watching the polls to see
what the people want. He does not take a survey of a
neighborhood to see what the people wish to hear. He is
not an ecumenical preacher, willing to tolerate all sorts of
religions and teaching. Jesus never made an alliance with
the Pharisees in order to have a greater acceptance, a wider
ministry.

The prophet cried out against ritualism and hypocrisy.
Isaiah, speaking for God, said, “Bring no more futile sacri-
fices. Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the
Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies—I cannot endure
iniquity and the sacred meeting” (Isa. 1:13). God hates the
practice of religious rites when the heart is not right with
Him. Hence, the call to repent: “Wash yourselves; make
yourselves clean. Put away the evil of your doings from before
My eyes. Cease to do evil” (Isa. 1:16). 

Then followed the promise of forgiveness if there was
true repentance and a turning to God. “‘Come now and let

us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall be as wool’” (Isa. 1:18).

The evangelist’s cry to repent is primarily to the unbe-
liever. Paul in Athens proclaimed that God “now com-
mands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). “Repent
and believe” is the message to the sinner (Mk. 1:15). But the
prophet’s message is also to the believer who professes to
belong to Christ. 

In the letters to the seven churches of Asia, the cry to
repent is heard time and again. “Remember therefore from
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I
will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place—unless you repent” (Rev. 2:5). The tendency of God’s

people is to become complacent and to drift away from
truth and godliness. “Therefore we must give the more earnest
heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away” (Heb.
2:1). God spoke to Ezekiel, “Son of man, I have made you a
watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from
My mouth and give them warning from Me” (Ezek. 3:17).
God’s people desperately need to hear a word from the
Lord, spoken with conviction and power.

Finally the preacher needs to live constantly with the
realization that he is a steward and must give an account
to his Master. “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required of
stewards that one be found faithful…He who judges me is the
Lord” (1 Cor. 4:1, 2, 4). 

Our Lord in His parables told of taking up accounts
with His servants. There will be searching questions. Has
one been faithful in his character, abhorring evil and cling-
ing to righteousness? For character is basic and most
important. Has one been faithful in studying and pro-
claiming God’s Word? Has one been faithful in obeying
the Scriptures concerning the functioning and godly prac-
tice of the local church? Has he been a peacemaker? “Pur-
sue peace with all people and holiness, without which no one
will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). “…for they watch out for your
souls as those who must give account” (Heb. 13:17).

Long ago the question was asked, “Is there no prophet of
the Lord here?” Where are the men who will preach the
Word of God with power and conviction, convicting the
sinner and saint alike? We need to pray for God to raise up
such men today. �

WHAT GOD HAS WROUGHT!

Where are the men who will preach the Word of God with power and conviction? 

WE NEED TO PRAY FOR GOD TO RAISE UP SUCH MEN TODAY.
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ho are they? This photo was taken at the
Guelph (ON) Conference Grounds (GCG)

sometime in the late 40s or early 50s. It was submit-
ted to Uplook by Bob Burnham (whose father, Stuart
Burnham, was Treasurer of  GCG for many years). 

Bob Burnham writes: “I have identified each of the
men in the picture, however I can’t do the same for
the wives…

There could be volumes written on the impact of
each of these men over the span of their ministry. It is
inestimable the contribution these godly men had on
a generation right after W[orld] W[ar] II.…

“I’m certainly not suggesting that we venerate
these men, but I do think it’s good from time to time
to be reminded…of the significant impact a few men
had on countless individuals.”

CAN YOU NAME THESE PEOPLE?

NOBLESSE OBLIGE *

Not ours nobility of this world’s giving

Granted by monarchs of some earthly throne;

Not this life only which is worth the living,

Nor honor here worth striving for alone.

Princes are we, and of a line right royal;

Heirs are we of a glorious realm above;

Yet bound to service humble, true, and loyal,

For thus constraining us our Monarch’s love.

And looking to the joy that lies before us,

The crown held out to our once fallen race,

Led by the light that ever shineth o’er us,

We are restored to nature’s noblest place.

Noblesse oblige—our very watchword be it!

To raise the fallen from their low estate,

To bravely combat wrong whene’er we see it,

To render good for evil, love for hate.

Noblesse oblige—to deeds of valiant daring

In alien lands which other lords obey,

And into farthest climes our standard bearing,

To lead them captive ’neath our Master’s sway.

Noblesse oblige—that, grudging not our treasure,

Nor seeking any portion to withhold,

We freely give it, without stint or measure,

Whate’er it be—our talents, time or gold.

Noblesse oblige—that, looking upward ever,

We serve our King with courage, faith, and love,

Till, through that grace which can from death deliver,

We claim our noble heritage above.

—AUTHOR UNKNOWN

* Literally, nobility obligates; the obligation of

honorable, generous and responsible behavior

associated with high rank or birth (Webster).

W

GOOD PEOPLE

As unknown and yet well known.

Left to right standing: John Smart, R. E. Harlow, Ernie

Woodhouse, Horace Lockett (principal of GCG during

the summer season), Ernie Tatham, A. P. Gibbs, and

Harold G. Mackay. Sorry, wives’ names not provided.



E L D E R H E L P S

The Designation of Elders

In the March issue of Uplook we asked, “How does a person come to be recognized as an elder?” Unfortunate-
ly, the question appears to have been somewhat ambiguous. For instance, one contributor spoke of the qualifi-
cations of elders rather than their recognition. We must apologize for the lack of clarity. It was the public recog-
nition or appointment of elders that we had in mind. Here are some points to which we should give some
thought:

• If a person has an elder’s qualifications, is their eldership de facto and obvious to all? Perhaps it should be,
but new believers who are unacquainted with scriptural principles will have more difficulty recognizing their
leaders. They’ll want to know who they should turn to for help.

• When a new shepherd arises, how should he be integrated with those who are already serving?
• If there is not some way in which a qualified person is publicly recognized as an addition to the already exist-

ing group of elders, how can he function with any confidence or authority when a spiritual threat to the assem-
bly arises?

We are, therefore, asking whether some way of designating elders is necessary and, if it is, how this might be
done. If no formal method of recognition exists, how does an assembly deal with a person who asserts that he is
an elder but is alone in his conviction?

The Desire of an Elder

The words “this is a true saying” precede the list of an overseer’s qualifications in 1 Timothy 2:7. The words par-
allel the Lord’s “Verily, verily” in the Gospel accounts, and emphasize the great importance of what immediately
follows. The next words go straight to the heart of the would-be overseer, to what motivates him. “If a man
desire…,” it says. Is it possible to desire a good work for a wrong reason? A person may outwardly possess all the
qualities required by the passage, appearing to others to be blameless, to have things in order domestically, to be
given to hospitality, etc., and yet be away from the Lord and without genuine concern for His sheep.

The first question that an aspiring elder should ask is, “Why am I wanting to take on this responsibility?” The
demands that come with the job do not always deter the carnally ambitious, and a would-be elder can be so self-
promoting that he is willing to make almost any sacrifice to gain the recognition he craves. So he gives attention
to the outward performance of what is required, while ignoring the question of his motivation.

But how can a person discern his own thought processes? He cannot. “He that trusts in his own heart is a fool”
(Prov. 28:26). We should be thankful, however, that the Lord has no difficulty reading and understanding hearts.
He has promised to come to the aid of those who are sincere but nervous about serving Him because they know
something of the “plague of their own hearts” (1 Ki. 8:38). 

Assemblies are in desperate need of godly elders. We do not want to discourage any from facing the challenge
and rich rewards of overseership, but first let all pray the words of Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

T O F E E D •  T O TA K E H E E D •  A N D T O L E A D
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This page is reserved for those interested in the subject of shepherding in a local assembly. You can help others by submitting your
questions and/or answers and they will be appreciated, edited and used in some way. Please e-mail me care of elders@uplook.org
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’m not a young man anymore. According to the stats,
two-thirds of my life is gone. And as we are aware, life

doesn’t always work according to statistics. But I do know
that three of my four grandparents were in heaven well
before their 75th birthdays. This is not maudlin specula-
tion. The Scripture encourages us to “number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Assuming
I do have 21 years left (uninterrupted by the Rapture), and
I keep relatively good health in body and mind, here are
what they look like:

Sleep (at 8 hrs/night) 7 yrs
Dressing/washing, etc (1+ hr/day) 1 years
Food prep/consumption (3+ hrs/day) 3 yrs
Work (8 hrs/5 days; retire at 65) 3 yrs
Subtotal 14 yrs

I say “subtotal” because this list does not include many
legitimate activities. Note that these “years” are composed
of 24-hour days. So the work hours are 3 years x 24 x
365.25 = 26,298 hrs. That also means that spending on
average an hour each day watching television over the 12
years = one full year of your life gone! A half-hour com-
mute each morning and evening must be used for good
somehow—prayer, meditation, etc.—because it soon
adds up to a whole year of living. Now if I have ten or even
fifteen productive summers left, I must consider how each
one will count most for the Lord. Time is a non-renewable
resource.

Personality types make a difference, no doubt, but as
our lives progress past middle age and beyond, we feel the
onset of hardening of the attitudes. Our energy supply,
once thought to be limitless, now must be more carefully
rationed. Risks once taken as an integral part of living in
an uncertain world, begin to look reckless. We can, if we’re
not careful, become a bit cynical, jaundiced with life. The
concrete begins to harden. 

When we were children, we assumed we could be any-
thing we imagined. Cowboys. Sports stars. Inventors. Or
the President. Now reality has settled in. When young we

labored under several delu-
sions. We thought we were
immortal, that we could do
most anything. We thought
we were “better than [our]
fathers” (1 Ki. 19:4). But we
have discovered—hopefully not too late to make a differ-
ence—that we have our limitations and liabilities. So there
is no time to waste and we must strain every nerve to make
any significant progress. 

My oldest grandson B. J. and I were talking recently.
He’s always designing, constructing things out of any
handy household item. I suggested he would make a fine
architect or engineer some day.

“No, Grandpa,” he replied in all seriousness. “I’m afraid
not. I’ll be working at another job.”

“Oh, what’s that?” I inquired.
Deadpan, he explained, “I’m going to be a super hero.”
Not many super hero openings these days. But as amaz-

ing as it seems, the Lord can use ordinary people—even
those of us who feel our best days are slipping by—to still
accomplish super human tasks. As Paul writes:

God has chosen the…weak things of the world to put to shame the

things which are mighty…and the things which are not, to bring to

nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His pres-

ence (1 Cor. 1:27-29, NKJV).

These verses encourage us all to realize that the vigor of
consecrated youth can be used by the Lord, but is not
required in order for Him to accomplish His purposes
through us. So these days as I approach the mid-50s, I’m
asking the question: How can I “still bear fruit in old age”
(Ps. 92:14)? How can I ensure that the refresh rate of my
soul keeps me bright and hopeful and vigorous, Caleb-like,
right to the finish line?

We all probably know some sweet and invigorating
seniors. They still have a lilt in their voices, if not in their
step. The sparkle in their eyes is a reflection of the hopes
and dreams still in their hearts—hopes and dreams that
have survived the betrayal of friends, the rigors of the bat-
tle, and the disappointments that have come to other
hopes once held dear. What are their secrets?

I

THOUGHT PROVOKING

Thinking about being fruitful in the senior years.

Jabe Nicholson
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MAKE NEW FRIENDS: Nothing like old friends,
we say. But they have one obvious liability—they keep
leaving for The Other Side! Besides, the familiarity which
we enjoy with old friends is the very thing that slows down
spiritual circulation. Like it or not, the world is changing.
We need a constant flow of new ideas, innovative min-
istries, creative ways of accomplishing the Commission.
We need the input of younger minds and hearts or we will
find ourselves irrelevant to life as it is. There is a place for
looking through the archives, but if we don’t avail our-
selves of young men’s visions, we’ll be left with nothing but
old men dreaming.

KEEP LEARNING FROM THE WORD: There
is a serious danger that we come to a place in life where we
feel we know enough. Enough to speak intelligently at the
Bible reading or answer a young believer’s question.
Enough to sound eloquent at the Lord’s Supper. Enough to
lead a soul to Christ.  Enough momentum to cruise into
the kingdom in neutral.

However “they that wait upon the Lord” are the ones who
have a constant appetite for the things of God. 
Rejuvenation comes through a fresh diet. The Lord “satis-
fieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle’s” (Ps. 103:5). Manna rotted if it was kept over,
and there’s something musty and unhealthy about a faith
that adds nothing new. Clichéd worship or witness betrays
a petrifying soul, and neither the Lord nor the seeking soul
will find it palatable. It may be that the mind isn’t what it
once was, but the spirit remains as effective a receptor of
truth as it ever was. We need the attitude of hungry “babes”
to have the Father’s revelation come to us in continual
freshness (Lk. 10:21).

One way to keep spiritually spry is to use a Bible
unmarked by old notes. Instead of rethinking and discov-
ering fresh treasures in a passage, I know my eyes lazily
drift to notations long ago recorded. Ah, that’s it; no need
to think again! Another help is to ask for and listen to
young believers’ discoveries in the Book. The bare-faced
fact is this: I learn nothing new when I do all the talking.

TRAVEL SOME: I don’t mean a Caribbean cruise or
a look at the Sistine Chapel. If circumstances allow, I have
seen great benefit come to seniors who leave their cocoon-
like world to visit isolated saints or small assemblies. It
isn’t only the eyes of the body that lose their acuity with
advancing years. Our souls also may lose their ability to
see beyond ME and MINE. Worse, tunnel vision can make us
think that only our way and view is right.

I’m not suggesting that fundamental truths should be
discarded or compromised to adapt to world trends. Of
course not. But hopefully we would see how foolish it is,
after a visit to the Amazon, to impose a Royal Ascot dress
code on new believers as an evidence of spirituality, or
expect such of desperately poor believers in India or from
our inner cities. And we would see through the “KJV was
good enough for Paul…” mentality if we spent time with
translators who are battling through a Bible version
heretofore unwritten.

Better than that, we would find new avenues to help
and encourage others. We could bring home thrilling sto-
ries of the Lord’s work in other places. And perhaps we
would allow others in our absence to try their wings and
begin to prepare for the day—barring the Rapture—when
we will not be there.

TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT: Not a new hair-
do. I mean the sort of things Paul might suggest:

i) Forgive someone: Not because they deserve it, but “as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). There is
nothing like it to restore the smile, lift the burden, or
enlarge the soul. None of this “I’ll go part way and see if
they respond in kind.” That isn’t how God did it, and nei-
ther should we.

ii) Be an encourager: Take a young person out for lunch.
Just the two of you. No criticism this time, just encourage-
ment. Ask them how you can pray for them. Get them a
good book. It may well be a turning point.

iii) Rejoice and be thankful: Wrinkles go very nicely with
a smile. Try to limit the aches-and-pains talk. Drop the
negative stuff. Call a friend and tell them you appreciate
them. Life is gloomy enough, so spread sunshine. Few peo-
ple are accused of being too happy.

Fruitfulness in old age is neither automatic nor guaran-
teed. Two influences will keep us from it—suckers and
deadwood. Suckers may be the healthiest looking part of
the plant, but they never bear fruit. The sucker attitude
takes but never gives; anything that calls for “me first”
must submit to the Husbandman’s pruning knife. 

As for deadwood, it has the form of a life once fruitful,
but no longer bears fruit. It also must be pruned if we are
going to have more than mere form. 

“We…desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:9-
10). Let’s keep going, and growing, all the way Home. �

EVER-BEARING VARIETIES



I T ’ S C L A S S I C

rivate property seems ingrained in the fiber of our
civilization. The power which comes to a man

from his possessions can, of course, be abused, like any
other kind of power. Yet even this abuse, though it
shows that the power of wealth must be restrained,
does not prove that all possessions ought to be nation-
alized. Private property was sanctioned by the Hebrew
foundation laws which said “Thou shalt not steal” and
“Thou shalt not covet.” The New Testament ratifies both
those commandments. 

The gospel puts a check on avarice by insisting on
the moral claims of others; but the gospel never tells
Lazarus that he may rob the rich man, either by fraud
or by force. Whatever else Jesus Christ was, He was
assuredly no leveller, abolishing personal possessions. 

Our Lord has made all things new by coming as He
came, by being what He was, by doing what He did.
The Incarnation changed the axis of the world. 

Perhaps the most revolutionary feature of Christ’s
advent was this, that for our sakes He became poor. He
took upon Him the form of a servant. His earthly life
and surroundings form a great enduring object lesson
concerning wealth and poverty. Christ was born in a
stable as a poor woman’s child, with only a mother’s
love to welcome Him, in order that He might not be
marked out by rank or fortune among the sons of men.
He came in such guise to prove that the poorest work-
house baby is just as dear to God as any little prince
born in the purple of a palace. 

His after-life at Nazareth carried on the lesson of its
beginning. In that obscure town Christ grew up under
a cottage roof. He was schooled into all the patient
shifts and drudgeries of the poor. A narrow home has

no privacy, so He went out on
to the hillsides to find it. He
chose His friends from among
common people. In the end He
borrowed a winding-sheet and a grave. 

Those hands which the nails pierced had grown
hardened with daily toil for daily bread. Those gar-
ments which the soldiers parted among them were a
workman’s clothes. That thorn-crowned forehead was
wet with the sweat of labor for many a year before His
sweat was as it were great drops of blood.

To Christians, no details in the Gospels appear more
affecting than those which reveal the literal hardness of
our Lord’s earthly lot—how He hungered and made
fruitless search for food, how He thirsted and begged a
cup of cold water from a stranger, how the Son of Man
had not where to lay His head. Here is the idea which
has arrested and enthralled men—the thought of the
unsearchable poverty of Christ. 

And yet these facts of want and abasement impress
us more, perhaps, than they weighed on our Lord Him-
self. For He always treated money as a kind of accident,
of no real account. As He moved among men it never
crossed His mind that the circumstance of their wealth
or their penury made the smallest difference in God’s
sight. The riches which Christ renounced and the
poverty which He embraced are not to be reckoned in
terms of “corruptible things, as silver and gold.” Com-
pared with the passion of His divine love, nothing else
on earth seriously matters.

Moreover it was not merely by example, but by pre-
cept as well, that Christ revealed the dignity and
blessedness of a low estate. We get a glimpse into His

P

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver” (Proverbs 25:11).
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MORE GOLDEN THAN GOLD
From the pen of T. H. Darlow
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own personal feeling in regard to wealth when we find
Him face to face with the rich young ruler whom He loved.
Into that man’s ear He whispered a counsel of perfection:
“One thing thou lackest: go and sell all that thou hast and give
to the poor, and come and follow Me.”

That command was not laid, so far as we know, upon
any other disciple. But the fact that Christ imposed it on
one of the very few persons for whom He is said to have
entertained a peculiar and individual affection surely
betrays the light in which He Himself regarded riches. It is
as though the Lord said: “Come and follow Me, and fare as
I am faring. Hast thou great possessions? I, too, was rich;
but for man’s sake I became poor.” 

We cannot read the Gospels without perceiving that
Christ recognized a certain value and virtue in poverty. In
these days we pity it as the worst evil of life, we lay schemes
to abolish it. But He lifted up His eyes on His disciples and
said serenely, “Blessed are ye poor.” That benediction may
be qualified—indeed, Christ qualified it Himself. Yet the
fact remains that He associated spiritual treasure with
those who are disinherited in this world. He saw how
meekness and simplicity and detachment make their
abode as a rule in humble dwellings. When He exhorted us
to live on the lily and sparrow footing, He understood that
a comfortable pension often creates the most deadening of
all environments for the soul.

And when we turn to examine our Lord’s positive
teaching, we are startled to find how often and how
urgently He speaks about money. To begin with, He lays
immense emphasis on one point. He declares again and
again that the things which a man possesses serve as a sub-
tle test and touchstone of character. We are entrusted with
property because it forms part of our moral and spiritual
discipline. It is a stewardship for which we must give strict
and solemn account. 

To be found faithful in the unrighteous mammon, in
our dealing with material wealth, is one great guarantee of
our fitness for the true riches. A man’s real self comes out
in the way in which he thinks about his money, and talks
about his money, and handles his money. It is astonishing
how many of Christ’s sayings form a sermon on the text,
“Take heed and keep yourselves from covetousness.” 

Again and again He warns men against the dangers of
wealth. Riches, He tells us, are a terrible responsibility, a
cleaving entanglement and temptation. Two of His most
searching parables, which shake the heart with fear,
describe the doom of men who had great possessions. The

vision of judgment shows us
Lazarus comforted and the
rich man tormented—so it
appears—as the outcome and
sequel of their respective mis-
ery and luxury on earth. And
the prosperous farmer who
plans to pull down his barns
and build greater is ruined by success; he grows sleek and
secularized in his prosperity, and wakes up in the unseen
world a naked, bankrupt soul. 

When our Lord singles out one among all the princi-
palities and powers of evil as a Christian’s deadliest foe, He
tells us peremptorily, “Ye cannot serve God and
Mammon”—not Astarte, nor Moloch, but Mammon.

Let us frankly confess that among Christ’s hard sayings
none are so difficult to understand and carry out as certain
parts of His teaching in regard to money. The Sermon on
the Mount, for instance, which seems to forbid litigation
and war and taking oaths, leaves just as little room, appar-
ently, for the pursuit of gain. Here we cannot even attempt
to indicate how that Sermon may be harmonized with the
complicated problems of human affairs. But at least it is
plain that human nature, as we know it in our daily rela-
tionships, still needs the warning which our Lord uttered
so sternly and so often against the love of wealth. 

Money may become a blessing, and the instrument of
things better still. It can bestow leisure, and freedom from
anxiety, and opportunities to travel and to choose friends,
and power to accomplish large practical good. But we dis-
cover too often that money creates a shrivelled nature, a
corroded conscience, a self-centered soul. 

It is true, indeed, that the deadly sin of covetousness
can rankle in those who are poor. A cobbler may be nig-
gardly and envious. A wealthy capitalist may be generous
and simplehearted, by the grace of God. Yet there comes a
special danger lest, if riches increase, we set our hearts
upon them. As you watch your old friends prospering, do
their characters generally seem to escape deterioration? 

Men’s besetting sins are said to vary with their age. The
characteristic temptation of youth is sensuality; in middle
life it is ambition; in advancing years it is avarice. Elderly
men have had more time to accumulate money; but it is
melancholy to observe how many people become close-
fisted as they grow old.

Have we not known such persons in the Christian
Church—fervent and prayerful and kindly, but unable, it

MORE GOLDEN THAN GOLD
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seems, to part with money? It may be said that our Lord
was preaching to those to whom covetousness has always
been a national vice. But are modern Englishmen and
Scotsmen and Americans free from the greed of gain? How
many businessmen go on slaving to grow richer, for the
mere pleasure of possessing what they will never spend? 

Gambling, again, depends for its chief interest on its
appeal to the love of money, and our two great public gam-
bling halls, the race course and the Stock Exchange, are
more crowded than ever. 

The gravest political peril which threatens modern
nations arises not from Socialism, but from organized
rings of financiers. Within living memory there has been
an enormous multiplication of wealth, and of the enjoy-
ments which wealth procures. The world is far more with
us today than perhaps at any other time. For multitudes of
people material comforts and luxuries form the supreme
object of care. But Christ warns us that a man who
depends on the luxuries of this life for his happiness is
spiritually impoverished.

As a witness to the ethical urgency of our Lord’s words
about riches and poverty, we may quote the testimony of
one who claimed no place among believers. Professor
William James, however, spoke with all the more authori-
ty because he realized what Mammon means in America. 

When one sees the way in which wealth-getting enters as an

ideal into the very bone and marrow of our generation, one

wonders whether a revival of the belief that poverty is a wor-

thy religious vocation may not be the spiritual reform which

our time stands most in need of. Among us English-speaking

peoples especially do the praises of poverty need once more

to be boldly sung. We have grown literally afraid to be poor.

The desire to gain wealth and the fear to lose it are our chief

breeders of cowardice and propagators of corruption. We

despise anyone who elects to be poor in order to simplify and

save his inner life. If he does not join in the general scramble

and pant with the moneymaking street, we deem him spirit-

less and lacking in ambition. We have lost the power even of

imagining what the ancient idealization of poverty could

have meant…The prevalent fear of poverty among the edu-

cated classes is the worst moral disease from which our civi-

lization suffers.

Every generation has a characteristic blind spot on its
retina. What we most need is to recover this aspect of
Christ’s example and teaching which we neglect and
ignore because it seems so incongruous with the spirit of
the age. When modern Christians regain their Lord’s

point of view with regard to money and begin to look at it
with His eyes, a wonderful change will come about. We
shall not then find it difficult to appreciate a saint in shab-
by clothes, or to give him a chief place in our synagogue,
even though he may work six days a week at a carpenter’s
bench, like his Master. 

The Church at present concentrates much of its ener-
gies on raising funds. We are tempted to measure ecclesi-
astical success in terms of hard cash. When we speak of
influential Christians, we mean the persons who give the
largest donations. But the real potency of the Church
depends on something utterly different. Christ’s cause has
never yet stood still for sheer lack of funds. 

If our Lord came among us now and found His disciples
so busy with schemes for raking shekels into His treasury,
so eager to mend the world by making everybody more
comfortable and prosperous, He would say, “Ye are careful
and cumbered about many things: but one thing is need-
ful—and that one thing is not comfort, it is not money.” 

One saint is far more potent for the highest good than
many millionaires. “By his habitual communion the saint
adds to the everlasting treasure of all who are united in the
Body of Christ. And the least of his words or actions may
be of more vital effect in the world than the life’s labor of
any of the herd of benevolent people who are busied about
much serving.”

Even worldly men cannot help paying secret homage to
the beauty of unworldliness. There is an irresistible charm
about Lacordaire’s ideal of “a great soul in a small house.”
If we try to recall the individuals who have exerted the
most profound and spontaneous personal influence, we
think of men who were alike in the supreme grace of
detachment: they simply did not care about money. 

That is a true instinct which makes us all feel thankful
whenever we hear that some eminent and saintly Christ-
ian has been content to die poor. The right attitude of soul
with regard to riches is higher than renunciation. 

When two people fall in love, they often become glori-
ously indifferent about money. Of course we know that
we—and they—must think about material things to sur-
vive in a world like this. But how we gauge material things
as compared to true spiritual riches shows whether we
agree with the Master or not. The love of Christ can con-
strain us to think as He thinks and to feel as He feels about
the world’s golden prizes—not grudgingly, but with the
glad detachment of those whose heart and treasure are
somewhere else. “For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Mt. 6:20-21).

MORE GOLDEN THAN GOLD
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THE SOFT TOUCH
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“If a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1).

onfronting another person
about sin is not easy. Some-

times it’s downright frightening! I
once had to approach a fellow-believ-
er about his sin of adultery. A tough
ex-Marine, he was strong both in
mind and body, and built like a tank.
I remember driving out to his farm
to talk to him, repeatedly quoting
Proverbs 15:1 to myself. It says, “A
soft answer turns away wrath.” Was I
nervous? Absolutely! In fact, when I
arrived I found him in his barn—
pitchfork in hand!

Often, when we are made aware of brothers or sisters
who are “caught in a trespass” we give our greatest attention
to their sin. Galatians 6:1 indicates, however, that our first
priority is to give attention to ourselves, not the sinning
brother or sister. Before we confront someone else, we are
to make sure that we are “spiritual.” This means that we

have yielded to the control of the
Holy Spirit and to God’s Word. 
Our goal is to “restore” our brother or
sister to fellowship with God and His
people, not to condemn (Mt. 18:15-
20; 2 Cor. 2:5-11). Such restoration is
to be sought after “in a spirit of gen-
tleness” and with humble self-exami-
nation, realizing that we too are sub-
ject to temptation.
In God’s family, dealing with sin and
“bearing one another’s burdens” is nec-
essary, but the soft touch works 
the best. �
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LOVE IN ACTION

A short look at the lesson in Galatians 6:1-5

Mike Fitzhugh

Matthew 18:15-20, NKJV

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his
fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you
have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take
with you one or two more, that `by the mouth of two
or three witnesses every word may be established.'
And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But
if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you
like a heathen and a tax collector. Assuredly, I say to
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. Again I say to you that if two of you
agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered together in My name,
I am there in the midst of them.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11, NKJV

But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved
me, but all of you to some extent--not to be too
severe. This punishment which was inflicted by
the majority is sufficient for such a man, so that,
on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swal-
lowed up with too much sorrow. Therefore I urge
you to reaffirm your love to him. For to this end I
also wrote, that I might put you to the test,
whether you are obedient in all things. Now
whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if
indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven
that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ,
lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are
not ignorant of his devices.

Confront in Love, Discipline in Hope, Restore in Grace



MORAL EXCELLENCE
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FINAL WORDS

“Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, that I should bear witness to the truth” (Jn. 18:37)                            
“And if I say the truth why will ye not believe Me?” (Jn. 8:46)

rankness, plain open speaking, and truthfulness rank high when we come to consider the moral excellence of
our Lord Jesus Christ. As He walked among people, He had no pretence. His candor and truthfulness were an

integral part of His everyday walk. Even in the best of people, politeness and expediency can take the edge off
truthfulness. In all walks of life, being economical with the truth is commonplace. Not so with the Lord Jesus. He
was always candid. He was never rude or cruel, but He never varnished His language to please His hearers.

The startling expression in Matthew 21:31, when confronted by the chief priests and elders, bears witness to
this: “The publicans (tax collectors) and harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.” They believed; you did not! He
was not prepared to say in their absence what He could not say in their presence. On another occasion He accused
the same people, “This people honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me” (Mt. 15:8).

Think, too, on a different level, of the late night discussion with Nicodemus. The eminence and importance of
the visitor did not deter Him from pronouncing words that shocked the good man to the point where his intel-
lectual mind enquired, “How can these things be?” (Jn. 3:9). He had already said, “Except a man be born again he can-
not see the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:3). There was no diplomatic softening of the message. He would meet the search-
ing man’s mind with the truth. Ecclesiastical merit was insufficient. There could be no special exemption for a
member of the Sanhedrin. He must enter the kingdom of God, by the new birth, like everyone else. This is moral
excellence.

The Lord’s dealing with the Samaritans, too, caused astonishment among the disciples and infuriated the
Pharisees. He broke convention by speaking to the Samaritan woman (Jn. 4:29) but it led to her believing on
Him! In Luke 17:16, it was a Samaritan who returned to thank Him for his cleansing, while nine Jews did not. And
all this lead up to the Parable of the good Samaritan (Lk. 10:30-37), which showed the Jewish priest and Levite in
a very poor light compared to the Samaritan who came to the aid of a battered and bruised man by the roadside.

This brought out into the open what the Pharisees and scribes did not want to hear. It was exposing the dark-
ness of the human soul. No one other than the Lord could have taken such high ground. This was morality par
excellence!

Remarkably, His enemies recognized both His truthfulness and graciousness. When sent to arrest Him, they
returned without Him, proclaiming, “Never man spake like this Man” (Jn. 7:46).

The moral glory that shone from the Saviour silenced the most severe critics. It could not be otherwise for
John, the beloved disciple and apostle. Writing years later, he declared, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).

While we never will attain to this level of excellence, we are nevertheless exhorted to remember that “ye have
heard Him, and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus” (Eph. 4:21). The Apostle Paul sets a good example
for us who spoke the “truth in Christ” (1 Tim. 2:7). �

D R E W  C R A I G
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Anything less earns Paul’s gentle rebuke, “Ye have not so learned Christ.”
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