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The kingdoms of the earth go by in purple and in gold;
They rise, they triumph, and they die, and all their tale is told.
One Kingdom only is divine, one banner triumphs still;
Its King a servant and its sign a gibbet on a hill. —Godfrey Fox Bradby
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One of the simplest forms of construction is the fastening of two beams together. Men who have
never mastered welding or masonry are able to drive nails through wood. Such was the cross.1

The promontory on which the cross was raised would blush to hear itself called a mountain.
Although it is the north end of Mount Moriah, it does not share the dramatic boundaries of the
Kidron and Hinnom valleys as does the southern flank. It lends itself to a crucifixion site (if any
place does) because it offers sufficient elevation to expose the unfortunate victim to passing
view while keeping him close enough to hear the taunts and jeers of the passersby.

The city beyond whose gate the ultimate infamy occurred would hardly have been called a
world-class metropolis. It was not even recognized by its overlords as the country’s capital;
Caesarea Maritima held that honor. Except for the trouble it caused its occupiers, Jerusalem may
have gone unmentioned in Roman history. The city—the hill—the tree—all seemed to portend
an unremembered event in the sordid history of man’s cruelty to man. But who could imagine
that it would ever be written, “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross” (Gal. 6:14)!

How did it happen that the One who claimed to be Israel’s long-awaited Messiah was impaled on a tree?
If the nation’s leaders had found Him guilty of blasphemy, why was He not stoned to death as the law decreed?
(Lev. 24:16). On more than one occasion the people had picked up stones to stone Him. And it mustn’t be
thought that He was not stoned because the Jews no longer had the power to execute criminals. It may have
been officially true, but they didn’t worry about that with Stephen (Acts 7:58) or Paul, either (Acts 14:19).

Of course David had described the manner of his greater Son’s death a thousand years before: “They
pierced My hands and My feet” (Ps. 22:16). Zechariah adds: “They shall look upon Me whom they have
pierced…” (Zech. 12:10). But it is Peter who sees a pattern in Israel’s treatment of rejected kings. “The God
of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree” (Acts 5:30). Technically they hanged Him
on a tree and slew Him, but Peter seems to be making a link with Israel’s execution of the Gentile kings they
defeated in their conquest of Canaan. Every one they slew and hanged on trees. Only One treated thus was
“King of the Jews.” No wonder the leaders objected to the wording of the accusation placed over His head. 

Were they afraid that if He was stoned they might have a martyr on their hands? Did it dawn on them that
the solution was to have the Romans execute Him their way? (“Crucify!” they cried.) What self-respecting
Jew would worship someone hanged on a tree? For “Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13).
Paul records the happy circumstance. The Jews wanted Jesus made a curse—but so did God! “Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us…that the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ” (Gal. 3:13-14). Of all things! The Jews, by having Him hanged on a
tree, not only made it possible for God to deal with sin’s curse, but to bring Gentiles into the blessing, too! 

This month the world pauses to remember the tragedy of last September 11, when one of man’s engineer-
ing marvels evaporated before our eyes like the morning dew. How our hearts lay claim to the solid ground
beneath us at Calvary. When all else that men have built returns to dust, one structure will remain. Of course
it is not the wood and nails which last, but the eternal reality of man’s rude altar and God’s blessed Lamb. 

In the cross of Christ I glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

1. To those who think the instrument of the Saviour’s crucifixion was merely a stake, I remind them of the carefully select-
ed proof required by Thomas, “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails…” (Jn. 20:25). If a stake were used,
only one nail would be required to fasten the hands.

TOW’RING O’ER THE WRECKS OF TIME
Glory? In a cross? However did it happen?

J. B. Nicholson, Jr.



MEN’S RETREAT in PEI
Charlottetown Bible Chapel (PEI)

is hosting a Men’s Retreat at
Immanuel Bible Camp the weekend
of September 6-8. Speaker: Sandy
McEachern. Cost $25. Contact: 

Myles Younker 
(902) 651-3078 or
(902) 569-2606

ATLANTIC, IA, CONFERENCE
All are invited to a conference

Sep. 13-15 in Atlantic, IA. Invited
speakers are Dave MacLeod (IA) and
Ross Ragland (MO). Friday night
they meet at 7:30 at 13th & Elm for
prayer and ministry. Saturday and
Sunday, they will meet at the 4-H
Fairgrounds at the 700 block on West
10th St., beginning at 10:00. Contact:

Dennis Oathoudt
712-243-6303

AUTUMN ANNUAL
Rex Trodgon (Charlotte, NC) will

be speaker for a special five-day fall
conference at Camp-of-the-Woods, a
deluxe conference facility located in
the scenic Adirondack region of NY
state. The dates for this annual get-
away will be Monday, Sep. 23
through Friday, Sep. 27, 2002. The
cost is $265 per person and includes
meals, deluxe accommodations, and
special event fees including a lun-
cheon cruise at nearby Lake George. 

For information:
E-mail: honeyrock@juno.com

www.Gospelcom.net/knowtheword 
To register, send fully refundable
amount by Sept.18th to Honeyrock
Ministries Inc.: 

Mark Kolchin
P. O. Box 305 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

W. NEW YORK RETREAT
The Ladies’ Retreat 2002 at Camp

Li-Lo-Li (8811 Sunfish Run Road,
Randolph, New York 14772) is
planned for Sep. 13 at 7 PM to Sep. 14
at 3 PM. The theme is “Under His
Wings” and the invited speaker is
Nadia Mikhael (ON). Cost: $30 US;
$35 after Sep. 3. Contact:

Lori Robinson
585-429-7052
ladiesretreat2002@yahoo.com

LADIES’ FALL RETREAT
The 5th Annual Ladies’ Fall

Retreat at Camp Hope (Dahlonega,
GA) is scheduled for Sep. 27-29. Dr.
Ruth Schwertfeger will be the
keynote speaker, and there will also
be seminars. For more information:

Tammy Crooks at 864-224-6918
tcrooks4@juno.com

Special gospel outreach in Asheboro, NC

T
WHERE IS GOD IN 2002?

F R O N T L I N E S  ✒

The saints working in Asheboro, NC, would value the prayers
of the Lord’s people as they prepare and carry out a special
gospel outreach on Saturday, September 14. The day will
begin with a time of prayer followed by door-to-door visita-
tion and children’s work for the morning and afternoon. In the
evening the gospel message will be presented at 6:00 in a tent
at Frazier Park. The theme will be “Where is God in 2002?”

They are looking for the participation of at least fifty peo-
ple to help with the door-to-door work, plus several others to
do children’s work in the parks, help prepare lunch and sup-
per, prepare the literature for distribution, etc. 

Help will also be appreciated in the planned follow-up
work: weekly home Bible studies; Spanish visitation work
(Sep. 27–28); and literature distribution at nearby fall festivals
(Oct. 5, 12, 19). For more information, please contact:

Mike Moody 336-824-5525 or Jeff Buckles 336-879-5695
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F R O N T  L I N E S

EXTREME WEEKEND
Mountain Top Youth Camp (NC)

is hosting the Extreme Weekend, a
young adults retreat. Dates are Sep.
27–29, beginning Fri. at 7:00 through
Sun. at 1:00. Speaker is Rob Taylor
(NC) and the retreat topic is “Faith
has its Reasons.” For more info:

Andy Hylton 336-351-3485
mytcregistrar@earthlink.net

TORONTO LADIES CONF.
Challenge 2002 is the annual

Toronto Ladies Missionary
Conference to beheld September 28
at Don Valley Bible Chapel from 9:30
to 1 P.M. A special program for girls
aged 6–14 runs concurrently.
Speakers are expected from Ecuador,
France, Ireland and Zambia as well as
short term reports. For information
and to arrange accommodations:

Sheila Henderson 416-784-3981
sheilahknow@idirect.com

WINNIPEG PROPHECY CONF.
We have been asked to inform you

of the 12th annual Winnipeg
Prophecy Conference (955 Wilkes
Ave. Winnipeg, MB) October 3, 4 &
5 from 8:30-9:00 daily. Dave Hunt,
Rob Linsted, James McCarthy, and
others have been invited to speak on

the theme, “Be ready always to give
an answer…” (1 Pet. 3:15). 

Tina Hoeppner at 204-888-7270

112th ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Curtis Gospel Chapel (17753

Lenore at Curtis, Detroit, MI) will
hold its 112th Annual Conference,
Lord willing, October 5–6. The invit-
ed speakers are William Burnett
(ON) and James McKendrick (MI).
Meetings on Saturday will begin at
2:30 and 6:30 with dinner served at
5:00. On Sunday, the Lord’s Supper
will be at 9:30 AM, gospel meeting at
11:00 and lunch at 12:00. The confer-
ence will conclude at 5:00 PM on
Sunday. Contact:

Gerald Fitzgerald 734-425-4217

SC LADIES MISSIONARY CONF.
The 11th Annual South Carolina

Ladies Missionary conference will be
held at Bethany Bible Chapel in
Conway, SC on October 5. The
speakers will be Jenny Kosin and
Joyce Young. The Kosins minister to
missionaries throughout the world
and the Youngs are missionaries to
Portugal. The conference will also
include an urgently needed hands-on
project for the foreign field. Come
and enjoy a weekend at Myrtle

Beach. For more information:
Doris Rickert at 843-248-3488

MT. HERMON CONFERENCE
The annual Pacific Coast

Christian Conference will be held,
Oct. 7–11 at the Mt. Hermon
Conference Center (75 miles south of
San Francisco, CA, amid the red-
woods in the Santa Cruz mountains).
The conference begins with dinner
Monday evening and ends Friday
morning. Speakers: John Williams
(BC) and James Cochrane (BC).

Max Krieger 323-256-1992
maxnbethk@juno.com

THE MAINE CONFERENCE
Spring Hill Gospel Hall

(Westbrook, ME) will host their con-
ference Oct. 11–13 with speakers
Don Dox and Dr. Boushra Mikhael.
The meeting times are Friday 7:30;
Saturday 3:00 and 6:00; Sunday
10:30 (Lord’s Supper), 2:30 (min-
istry) and 6:00 (gospel). Contact:

Daniel Chick 207-854-4968

LAND OF THE SKY CONF.
The saints of the Asheville Gospel

Chapel and the Waynesville Christian
Fellowship will host the annual Land-
of-the-Sky Bible Conference on
October 19 from 10:00 am to 3:30
pm. The expected speaker is Bill
Gustafson (SC). At noon a light lunch
will be served in the chapel facilities
in Asheville, NC.

35th MISSIONARY CONF.
A warm invitation is extended to

attend the 35th annual Women’s
Missionary Conference at Park of the
Palms in Keystone Heights, FL on
Friday, October 25 and Saturday, Oct.
26. Expected speakers are: Esther
Frey (Puerto Rico), Ramona Marquez
(Paraguay) and Marcia VanderLaan
(Colombia).

Bill Moore writes:

This fall we intend to have another year of

outreach to Iowa State University students

and other college and career young people in

the Ames, Iowa area. We meet at our house

at 6:30 Sunday evenings for food (we provide

the meal), Bible study and fellowship. It is over by 8:00 so students can get

back to studying. Last year we had around twenty people. We can give

them a ride to our house on Sunday evenings or transport anyone who

needs a ride to Countryside Bible Chapel on Sunday mornings. If you know

of anyone who might be interested, have them call us (Bill or Carol Moore)

at 515-232-1167 or send an e-mail to wjmclm127@yahoo.com
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For more information and
reservations, call Park of the
Palms at 352-473-4926

pop@techcomm.net 

E. TULSA CONFERENCE
The believers of East Tulsa

Bible Chapel are planning a con-
ference this fall, Lord willing,
with Arnot McIntee speaking.
The conference begins on
Saturday, Oct. 26, at 2:00 PM and
concludes around 3:00 PM on
Sunday, Oct. 27. There will be a
prayer meeting on Friday night
for those able to attend. 

For information, contact 
Dan Moffitt at 918-744-6484
danmoffitt@juno.com.

ASSEMBLY INFORMATION
Metro Atlanta, GA

We have been informed of a new
assembly in metro Atlanta, GA,
called Lawrenceville Brethren
Assembly. Since a number of families
have relocated to this area, it was felt
there was a need for another assem-
bly. Due to the earnest prayers of the
believers, God has opened a way to
start a testimony in Lawrenceville.

The remembrance of the Lord was
celebrated there for the first time on
June 16, 2002. Brother M.A. Joy
committed the assembly into the
Lord’s hands. Please pray for the new
gathering so that it may be a faithful
testimony in this area. The address is:

1790 Waters Ferry Drive
Lawrenceville, GA 30043
For information, please contact:
Mammen Kunchandy
678 546 6839

lawrencevillebrethren@yahoo.com

MISSIONARY HOME
The saints at Believers Gospel

Chapel in Augusta, Georgia have
completed a four-bedroom apartment

in the annex of their assembly build-
ing. Missionaries on furlough in the
US are warmly invited to stay there. 

The apartment is comfortably fur-
nished to sleep seven people (a mas-
ter bedroom with a queen size bed, a
room with bunk beds, one with two
twin beds, and another with one twin
bed). There are two full bathrooms,
kitchen and dining area, living room,
study, and laundry room. 

They look forward to having the
Lord’s servants use this home.

Lorie DeJong 706-556-6446
Era Elliott 706-863-4057
Joyce Reimer 706-863-6006

NEW CORRESPONDENT
The new correspondent for the

Mebane Gospel Chapel in Mebane,
North Carolina is 

Kenneth Oakley
1206 Ravenwood Dr.
Graham, NC 27253
Phone 336-228-3281

RETIREMENT HOME
Bethany Manor provides nutri-

tious home-cooked meals, access to
around-the-clock nursing care, med-
ications, and Community Care ser-
vices. A physician is on-site two days

per week and on call 24-hours a day,
seven days a week. Residents also
have access to an on-site dentist, den-
turist, physiotherapist, optometrist,
phlebotomy services, mobile x-rays,
foot care, and personal assistance.
Other services include recreational
programs, a hair salon/barber shop,
pool, gift shop, guest suite and visit-
ing merchants. Bethany is adjacent to
shopping, public transit and within
walking distance to historic Main St.
Unionville, Ontario. Rooms feature
attractive high ceilings, 4-piece pri-
vate washroom, and spacious closets. 

For info, a tour, or an application:
905-477-3838
dc@bethanylodge.org
www.bethanylodge.org

SANDY CREEK BIBLE CAMP
Sandy Creek Bible Camp (south

Texas) is thankful to the Lord for thir-
ty years of blessing as many have
been saved and encouraged in their
spiritual life through the ministry.
Recently the building that housed the
staff burned completely and the
swimming pool was closed by the
state. These will both need to be
replaced, as the Lord provides. 

Robbie Thompson 800-364-1690

F R O N T  L I N E S

ootball season is here! We have the
Pro2002 NFL booklets in our warehouse. These booklets had
been a proven tool to help evangelize sports fans since our
first issue in 1997 and have been effectively used to reach co-
workers and friends who follow football, plus sports fans
attending games. If you need more information,
you can visit our site at www.dime.org If you
want to see the booklet, we can send you
some sample copies or a PDF file. Please let
us know. Serving the Lord with you,

Pedro Dillon, DIME Publishers

F
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An up-to-the-minute report for your prayer investment.

R
Ethiopia

Recently our esteemed brother John Flynn returned
from a visit to Ethiopia where he and his wife Martie
served the Lord for many years. This visit was made
especially to participate in conferences held to com-
memorate fifty years of assembly work in that country.

Brother Flynn writes:

BATIE: In the mainly Muslim North, assembly work
commenced in 1955. We had to leave in 1977 during
the communist regime. The assembly at present has
about 30-35 believers in fellowship. Paulos, an evange-
list, is working in that area. On Saturday there were
around 150 people at the conference and on Sunday
about 100. 

It was a thrill to renew fellowship with the believers
and grand to meet “Andrew”*—a former Muslim who
wonderfully trusted Christ a few years ago. He was
recently baptized and was at the Breaking of Bread
meeting for the first time. We met four believers who
were among the first six students in the school. Some
need our prayers for restoration. Some believers from
Degan were also present. Pray for more blessing.

GINCHI: Ethiopian evangelists from Addis Ababa
commenced preaching the gospel in this semi-pagan
area in the West some years ago and the Lord has won-
derfully blessed their efforts. Many souls have been
saved and assemblies planted. 

For the past ten years, Robert and Sheena Revie
have been going to Ethiopia for three months to help
with the Lord’s work there. Robert has overseen the
building of a very fine conference and youth center
which is being greatly used of the Lord. 

There are around 300 believers in fellowship and
more in the area beyond where many companies of the
believers are gathered. The second conference was at

Ginchi with around 600 people present. Again the Lord
gave help with the ministry. There were testimonies
given at the dedication of the new property develop-
ment and thanksgiving for the fifty years of assembly
testimony. It was very encouraging to hear that five
souls professed to trust Christ—so the conference was
well worthwhile!

ADDIS ABABA: The capital city, with an estimated
population of about 3 million people, is situated in the
center of the country with a mixture of Coptic Church
and Islam. From April 1952 to November 1955 we
lived in the capital attempting to obtain permission
from the government to commence assembly work and
at the same time making contacts with students
through the English Emmaus Bible Courses and con-
ducting meetings for children. In 1969, John McQuoid
and his late wife, Valerie moved to the capital and start-
ed a much-blessed work in the Gofa Sefer area. 

The assembly which was established there suffered
much persecution by the Communist regime but has
been greatly blessed during the past years through the
work and ministry of the Ethiopian brethren. There are
now five assemblies with other preaching places
throughout greater Addis Ababa. The city assemblies
united for the 50th year celebration of thanksgiving to
God for all His wonderful undertaking throughout the
difficult years. 

Although the assembly testimony has grown numer-
ically, there is a great need for the believers to be
grounded in the Word of God and for them to seek to
follow its teaching rather than be guided by any nation-
al or emotional emphasis and influence. The believers
will be much blessed and helped in their study of the
Scriptures by the completion by Robert Revie of an
Amharic Bible Concordance which should soon be
printed and ready for distribution.

J O H N  F L Y N N

*Andrew (not his real name) has an encouraging conversion story. His Muslim teacher had received a Bible
and had torn some pages out of it to provide his students with bookmarks for their Korans. Reading his “book-
mark”, “Andrew” asked his teacher if he might have the rest of the Bible. He was granted his request, read the
Scriptures and was soon saved. 
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A year after the tragic events of September 11, 2001.

T
Weeping with Those Who Weep

The Lord has given many opportunities to minister to
all kinds of people since last September. The list of the
dead does not accurately reflect the many casualties of
that day and the destruction it left in its wake. For
many, the reality has just recently struck. We have had
a number of rescue workers come to the Yonkers
Gospel Mission for help. Because of the total neglect
for anything but the effort of recovering the dead, these
men and women now find they have no homes, as they
had not paid any bills for months and now are living in
the street. Some are so affected by the horrors of what
they have seen that they walk around in a stupor—
they’re not sure where they are going and can’t remem-
ber where they have been. There is no concept of a
future and certainly no hope. These are lost. A man
recently came to us for housing, desperate and in
despair. We granted him his request but he couldn’t
handle going to sleep at night, so he didn’t stay.

Recently, I was in the airport renting a car.
While I was at the counter, the woman who
was helping me received a telephone
call. I stood and watched as her
pleasant expression turned to
shock and dismay and then a
scream, followed by uncon-
trollable sobbing that no
comforting could console.
She looked up and said to
me and her co-workers,
“They found a piece of my
son!” The moment after she
spoke, she collapsed onto
the floor and would not
move. As she lay there, all
that ran through my mind
was, “ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope”
(1 Thess. 4:13).

Our hope is as sure as
God can make it. Therefore
it is as sure as His unchange-
able character and as certain

as His unalterable Word: “That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;
whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus…”
(Heb. 6:18-20a). 

We are so blessed to know our dear Saviour the way
we do—to have this One who intercedes for us before
the Father. This is the same One who left heaven for us
and then went back to heaven for us and now He lives
for us and has given us the earnest of the inheritance.
What a strong consolation! This is the hope that we
offer to those who have none. Compassion for souls is
what we need, to perfect the art of weeping with those

that weep and giving them reason to rejoice.

I was in a restaurant the other day. Two men
were seated next to me. One was telling the

other of some third-hand story he had
heard from September 11 and the

other man responded, “Everybody
has a story.” I imagine that’s

so. I’m sure everyone will
remember where they were
on that day. Countless peo-
ple were directly affected by
it. That is why I have no
interest in telling some
worn-out story to glamorize
the day’s events. It doesn’t
need that. It was a violent
tragedy. Now the same mas-
sive effort that was put into
the  physical rescue opera-
tion needs to be put into a
spiritual rescue so that as
many as possible may be
saved from a very violent
and tragic end. 

“Woe is unto me if I
preach not the gospel!”

M I C H A E L T H O M A S
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For all who made an investment, or still want to.

P
What Happened at Minot?

Uplook Please give us a brief description of Minot.

Bulows This area of the state is a sparsely populat-
ed farming region, so Minot is “town” for many people
in north-central North Dakota. We are about 100 miles
north of Bismarck, 270 miles from Fargo and less than
100 miles from the Canadian border. Minot is the
fourth largest city in ND, with a population of 37,000.
It is home to Minot State University and Minot Air
Force Base, so if you add in both these factors, we have
over 40,000 people. Minot is also home to the state fair.
There is a very strong Scandinavian presence, and the
dominant religions in the area are Lutheran and
Catholic. The nearest assemblies to us are in Harvey,
ND, Glen Ewen, SK, and Fargo, ND.

Uplook What were the arrival and departure dates
of the group involved in the outreach?

Bulows Folks began to arrive the first week of July,
and we were back to only the “locals” by July 22.

Uplook How many were involved? From where?

Bulows Our numbers fluctuated over the three
weeks. The first week was primarily spent distributing
Via gospel booklets with invitations to the tent meet-
ings, mall work, and pitching the big tent. By the end
of the week, nearly 80 willing workers had joined us.
The next week the work included two children’s out-
reaches, visitation, park ministry, mall work and tent
meetings. We had 50–70 believers that week. 

The last week entailed one kids’ outreach, visita-
tion, mall work and tent meetings, and we had between
15 and 30 helpers. Canada had representives from
B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. U.S.
helpers came from Washington, Oregon, North
Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Kansas, and
North and South Carolina.

Uplook What did you learn from having people
working together from various backgrounds?

Bulows It was wonderful seeing the Lord use those
from many different backgrounds in His work. We

learned that the great commission does not have any
stipulations. It says, “Go ye.” This means that, regard-
less of our background, we are to do the work. We were
also reminded that it is the Lord who builds His
church. “I have planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6). It was just wonderful
to see people from so many states, provinces, and back-
grounds fellowshipping together in the Lord Jesus
Christ and His work. Sundays were sweet as we came
together and remembered the One who died for us and
has sent us to reveal this to a lost world.

Uplook Briefly describe the various activities.

Bulows The outreach can be broken down into four
major efforts. The first was the nightly gospel meetings
in a 40'x100' tent which was erected in a vacant field
on the mall property. In addition to the large signs that
told the public of the 7:30 meeting every night, we also
succeeded in getting an invitation hung on every door
in Minot! Each meeting lasted for about an hour, open-
ing with three or four hymns, and a word on the assem-
bly in Minot. The rest of the time was split by brothers
Bryon Meyers and Gaius Goff preaching the gospel. 

There was also children’s work. The first week, we
had a daily kids’ camp at the tent, and also a work at
the VFW building across town, both in the morning.
Around ten to twenty children attended each location.
The following week, we continued with just the work
at the VFW in the afternoons. We had between fifteen
and twenty-five children during this time. Each meet-
ing included singing, a Bible story, verse memoriza-
tion, crafts and a puppet show. 

The third effort was the Seed Sower work and door-
to-door visitation. We started with hanging a packet—
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containing an invitation to the tent meetings—on every
door in town. Because of the size of the work, we did
not knock on the doors. Throughout the course of the
outreach, however, teams visited individual homes,
most of whom had indicated some interest. 

The final effort, and possibly the most fruitful, was
the mall work. Tom and Ruth Hoy (WA) were with us
for a little over two weeks, directing this valuable work.
We rented a good-sized booth there. Tom and Ruth set
up a Seed Sower display, with John 3:16 texts from just
about every language imaginable displayed. There
were also pictures of the tent and banners that allowed
people to make the connection to the tent outside. Seed
Sower texts were on hand for distribution, and three
beautiful framed verses were given away through a
drawing. The registration form gave the option of
requesting a home Bible study, literature explaining
God’s way of salvation and what the New Testament
says about the local church, or a follow-up visit. The
booth was manned whenever the mall was open, and
some would mingle and visit with people in the mall. 

Besides these major efforts, other activities went on
during the outreach on a smaller scale. A group trav-
eled to the three nursing homes in town and shared a
time of hymn singing with a short gospel message.
There was also a group doing park outreach, using var-
ious methods to attract folks, sharing the gospel and
inviting them to the tent meetings.

Uplook Was one effort more effective than others?

Bulows Everything done seemed to be profitable
and important to the work. However, the mall work was
very fruitful. We are still wading through the requests
for literature and home Bible study generated at the
mall. We had close to a thousand sign up for the draw-
ing, and over three hundred checked one of the boxes
on the registration form. Most of those who came to
the tent meetings were contacts made in the mall. In the
final analysis, everything seemed to be important, not
only in the gospel, but in encouraging those involved.

Uplook Could you describe some of the encourag-
ing things that happened during the outreach?

Bulows It seems impossible to narrow it down to a
few! There was not a night that we did not have at least
one unfamiliar face at the tent, usually three or four.
Also, it was a wonderful encouragement and challenge
to us all to learn other approaches to the gospel. It was

great to see young and old develop different tech-
niques, and to watch as some discovered gifts that they
might not have known they had. It was such an encour-
agement and an opportunity to have so many different
backgrounds here. Everyone came with a calling from
the Lord, and each came with something to contribute.

Uplook How are you following up on the contacts?

Bulows The follow-up work is fairly straight for-
ward with the registration forms from the mall. We
entered everything into a database, and we’re slowly
plugging away at following these up as we’re able. We
have two weekly Bible studies scheduled, both with an
initial gospel thrust, and eventually one or both might
turn to a study on New Testament principles. We have
one evening set aside for the assembly to pray for the
follow-up and then go out and do it. Individuals in the
assembly are also taking names to pray for and to visit.
There is also discipling to be done, as several young
believers have come to us since the outreach.

Uplook How can the Christians pray for you?

Bulows The first request is for the vigilance and
spiritual well-being of the assembly. As in any new
work, we already see that the enemy is well aware of
our presence. Pray that the believers here will continue
on, conscious of the spiritual battle, and be encouraged
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for the massive follow-
up work, that it may be continued in an orderly and
timely manner. Pray for those who have been and will
be added to the company here in the months to come.
Finally, pray for wisdom for the leadership, and for
godly experience and maturity to be added to the num-
ber. Our desire is that He would build His church.

Uplook Anything else you wish to add?

Bulows Many thanks to those who invested time
and energy in being here, and also to those who prayed
for us and invested financially in the work. We would
like to thank you all individually but there are many we
do not even know. We are convinced, however, that our
Father in heaven knows each one and the extent of their
involvement. “God is not unrighteous to forget your
work…” and will be faithful to reward each one.
Thanks again, and may God bless you all. �
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The end of the story is VERY encouraging.

A
God’s Concern for the Nations

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb…” (Rev. 7:9). The question as to
whether this is a vision of the Church of Jesus Christ or
other groups of believers is a separate issue which we
do not need to consider here. I believe that in this pas-
sage God is showing us a vision of the saints of all
ages—past, present and future—as it is seen by God
Himself and as it will be forever in heaven.

What John saw was something which had never
been seen before and has certainly never been seen
since—by human eyes at any rate. At that particu-
lar point of time it was shown to the apostle
John for him to pass on to the churches
of his day, and indeed to all succeed-
ing generations of the Church. It is
meant to benefit us all. It comes
to us so that we can learn from it,
having our minds stretched and
our hearts set on fire by the
vision. We note that it embraces
all nations.

This sight of a numberless
multitude from all nations,
standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, seems to suggest
three things.

HOW ENCOURAGING IS THE SIGHT!

To us now the reality may seem very different.
What we think about our particular local church may
be quite different. Now it is quite natural for us to be
dissatisfied with the Church as we know it, but we
must not lose sight of this vision. As often as not we
feel dissatisfied because there seems to be so much
failure, and we are impressed by all the things which
we are not doing and the targets which somehow never
get achieved. But sometimes I think that even when the
Church is on the up and up we should be dissatisfied,
saying, “Yes, we have been blessed in this and that and
the other thing, but how little we have deserved it, and
how much more remains to be done.” So whether we

are experiencing failure or distress in the Church as a
whole or the local church to which we belong, we
always have plenty of grounds for dissatisfaction.

The Christians who are truly concerned for the
Church of Jesus Christ and for the honor of God, look-
ing around at the churches as we know them, often find
it a discouraging sight. They see Christian people, gen-
uinely Christian people, struggling among themselves,
squabbling among themselves, presenting a very sec-
ond-rate kind of set-up, perhaps a very unimportant lit-
tle group which seems to make little impact at all in the
world around. They therefore feel discouraged and rec-

ognize the truth of the words of the hymn that
“With a scornful wonder men see her sore

distressed…”
This is especially so in our days for

we are aware of so many things
around us which seem to be the
fuel for discouragement, dis-
content and dismay. There are
the prophets of doom and
gloom who say that the world
is in a terrible state. We think
that it was never like this

before, though it probably was
as a matter of fact, but it seems

so obvious to us now. We look at
the awful tide of secularism and

unbelief with the world so strong and so
evil, and the Church seems to be just an

island in this great tide of evil.
We cannot shut our eyes to the world around with all

its evils, but we must not let Satan use these facts and
enlarge them to bring us into despair. Although he is
the father of lies, he does see the spiritual reality of the
true Church, and perhaps more clearly than some of us
do, but he tries to overwhelm us with a sense of despair
and deceive us. There is a famous quotation in C. S.
Lewis’ Screwtape Letters in which Satan speaks of the
Church as “spread out through all time and space and
rooted in eternity” and he confesses that this is a spec-
tacle which makes the demons uneasy. Satan sees the
truth about the Church and it is good for us to see it as

M I C H A E L W I L C O X
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well. He attempts to stop us from seeing this but this is
what the Spirit of God through the mouth of the apos-
tle John shows us when he speaks of “a great multi-
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb.”

We must not miss this. Are you discouraged? “A
multitude which no man could number.” Do you some-
times fear that the missionary enterprise has failed?
“Of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb.”
Have a look at that sight!

A sight of the greatness of the Church. This is the
reason why it is so encouraging. It is drawn from every
nation worldwide. It is drawn from China, where for a
long time it was thought that the gospel had to die out.
It is drawn from Albania, where the gospel was pro-
scribed for decades. It is drawn from the decadent West
and from third-world countries. It is drawn from all
tongues. Not simply from Africa, for example, but
from every tribe within that continent, and there are
many, many of them. It is drawn from every tongue.

Let us not think simply of counting up how many
nations are represented at New York in the U. N. for it
is far beyond that. It is far greater than we ever could
have thought, for it is also drawn from nations which
now we have forgotten. There are people who have dis-
appeared, the great empires of antiquity—Assyria,
Babylon and Egypt. The number is multiplied and then
multiplied again. No wonder John reported that the
multitude could not be numbered by men. So the great-
ness of the Church is the first encouraging lesson
which we learn from this vision. When we are tempted
to think of ourselves as a tiny minority, we need to
remember God’s view of His Church.

See also the greatness of the gospel. We find great
encouragement from this proof of the greatness of the
gospel. What is it that has brought all these myriads of
people into the new life and the miraculous new love
which is the hallmark of the Christian Church? Here
are people who are totally different among themselves
and sometimes don’t even necessarily like one another
and yet are all found in enjoyment of the knowledge of
the holy God? What is great enough to do such an
extraordinary thing, to bring together such a countless
multitude to be united around the throne and the
Lamb? The answer is that it has been done through the
greatness of the gospel. It is the “foolishness of preach-
ing” (1 Cor. 1:21) which has brought about this won-

derful sight. It is the gospel story of how God has come
down to men in the person of Christ, who died on the
cross, rose again and returned to heaven. This is the
message which may seem foolish but proves to be the
power of God unto salvation to all who believe.

It is amazing the way in which the gospel lays hold
of people all over the world and from every nation. It
opens the hearts of hardened sinners. How great must
this gospel be! It draws numberless multitudes into the
Church of Jesus Christ as nothing else could do. There
never was a seed with such power of growth. We all
have our own ways of preaching it, publicly or by pri-
vate contacts, and it is a great privilege to be entrusted
with a gospel as great as this. Above all, this verse in
Revelation 7:9 shows us how great is our God.

The greatness of our God. John gives a sight of the
greatness of the God who has done all this. All the time
while men think that He is asleep, wondering even if
He exists, He is doing this marvellous work of redemp-
tion and reconciliation. On Mount Carmel, Elijah was
able to taunt the worshippers of Baal with the possibil-
ity of their god being off on a journey or fast asleep,
but our God is not like that. He is here! He is active!
He is bringing men and women into the Church, and
He is doing this throughout the world. He cares for
every part of His creation, He cares about each and all.

This is a foretaste of the future, but it does not mean
only that when we look into Revelation 7:9 we are see-
ing something that one day will happen. It has present
meaning; we already sense the reality of it. It is mar-
vellous to mix with Christians so different from us with
such different backgrounds, and to know ourselves one
in Christ. You may find yourself in a prayer meeting in
another language; you do not understand, and yet you
do, for it is the language of Zion.

The whole Church of all ages has been brought into
being by this great God of ours. We read stories of the
past and find inspiration from biographies of those
who are now with the Lord. And we are struck with the
fact that these people who may have been dead and
buried for 200 years are our own brothers and sisters.
In fact they are still alive; they are part of that great
cloud of witnesses. We worship the God who is great
enough to do this, and who opens it up to us and gives
us a foretaste of what that great Day will be like. We
look forward eagerly to meeting and enjoying fellow-
ship with God’s beloved people. Even now we have a
foretaste of those joys but we are promised that one day
we will actually be there. We will need all eternity to
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enter into what lies before us. Meanwhile how encour-
aging are these three greatnesses. We are given a sight
of the greatness of the Church, of the gospel and of our
God. Are you a downhearted Christian? Is your group
a small one, humble and few in number? Do you feel
that your own personal witness is not very strong?

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.

Hallelujah!

HOW FITTING IS THE SIGHT!

This vision of John’s fits in with every-
thing that the Scriptures say about
God. All the redemptive work of
God is summed up in this verse.
Some people feel that the
Revelation is terribly hard to
understand, and so it is, but I
am quite sure that one of the
ways in which God intends us
to understand it is that it pro-
vides a summing up of the
whole of the rest of Scripture. It
is an amazing fact that anything
you can find anywhere else in the
Bible is drawn to a point in this book.

Scripture tells us about the God who
rules all the nations (Acts 17:26). It is most fit-
ting that the work of the God who rules all nations
should come to its climax like this. John’s vision gives
us a sight of how He draws a Church from all the
nations. God set before them a choice, a choice which
confronts all nations (Gal. 3:8). It began with Abraham
who is given as the prime example of the challenge to
faith. “Abraham, will you leave all that is of yourself,
and cast yourself entirely on Me?” This is the choice of
faith which confronts all the nations. No one can come
to the greatest of all blessings—justification before
God—without making this choice. It is the challenge to
repent and believe. 

So God chose an international means which any
nation can understand and either accept or reject, and it
is fitting that this international method should produce
such an international result. As with the choice pre-
sented, so the resulting Church concerns all nations. 

Next we see the way in which God set about this
task; His method was to use a magnet which would
attract all the nations (Ps. 67:1-2). We found that God’s

primary means of drawing people to be confronted
with the choice of faith was by saying, “Look at My
people, Israel. How attractive they are!” The attraction
was to be international, so it is absolutely fitting that
the Israelite magnet should have drawn to itself a num-
berless multitude drawn from all nations.

God’s methods are not hindered—much less frus-
trated—by the sin of men. If God says, “I will bless you
in such measure that all the other nations will be
blessed,” it will happen. And it still does happen. This
was not just an Old Testament truth, for God blesses

His people in all ages and makes them so attrac-
tive that they are irresistible. This is His

first method of drawing in all the
nations. 

He has also a second method of
accomplishing His purpose and
confronting the nations with the
choice of faith. It is not simply
that His people may be a mag-
net, drawing others to Himself,
but that they should form a mis-
sion which reaches out to all the

nations: “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching

them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you” (Mt. 28:19-20).

By this mission, this sending, which reaches out to
all the nations, our international God has an interna-
tional means of drawing men into the Church using, on
the one hand, an international attraction and on the
other hand an international sending to gather men in. Is
it not absolutely fitting that, as we see the results of
that mission, what happens when God’s people take the
gospel to all the nations, we are given the vision of
which John speaks here in Revelation 7:9? The Bible,
from start to finish, is international.

The Good News of Jesus Christ is not a thing which
is peculiarly suited to the Anglo-Saxon race. Nor is it
something which is peculiarly Jewish (if I may be
allowed to say so), though originally it was that. It was
always intended, though, to have international values.
It is sad, but true, that some of the ways in which we
express our faith are very peculiarly cultural. Others
come in from other backgrounds and they cannot make
head or tail of it. But that is not its Christianness; it is
our Englishness or Americanness. We must be careful
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that we communicate the pure gospel as it is delivered
to us in the Word of God.

Nor can we say—being disheartened as we some-
times are—that the Christian faith suits us and the kind
of people we are, but somehow it doesn’t seem to fit
into a Hindu background or a Muslim culture. As if
there were something about the gospel which didn’t
suit the minds of such people! It may be that it is the
way in which we have looked at the gospel through our
spectacles which makes the gospel seem to be some-
thing which does not appeal to others.

For example, we have become very individualistic
in our Western approach, thinking all the time of just
God and me. In looking for hymns about heaven, I have
been shocked to find that although we want to sing
about the joys when we are all together in heaven,
almost all of these hymns have the theme of “God and
me.” When we take the gospel to other cultures, where
for hundreds of years they have been accustomed to
think of themselves in terms of communities, they can-
not appreciate this “God and me” faith. The gospel
overcomes this barrier and makes it plain that it is both
“God and me” and also “God and us.” The gospel has
something which appeals to every nation.

If I may quote, “The New Testament picture of the
Church is devoid of any nationalistic feeling.” The bar-
riers tumble when we look at them through gospel
spectacles. This is a truth which is made wonderfully
clear in Psalm 87, though this does not appear very
well in some modern translations. “Glorious things are
spoken of thee, O city of God. Among them that know
me I will make mention of Egypt and Babylon, Philistia
and Tyre with Ethiopia; this one was born there.” Men
from these foreign nations were born there—in Zion!
What did the Jews make of that? These were the his-
torical enemies of the people of God, and yet from
these nations men and women were drawn to be regis-
tered as citizens of Zion. This one, that one, and the
other one, foreigners and strangers were born in her.
The Lord records as He registers the people all over the
world, that so and so was born there (Ps. 87:3-7).

We find the New Testament counterpart to this in
the words: “They that say such things make it manifest
that they are seeking after a country of their own. And
indeed if they had been mindful of that country from
which they went out, they would have had opportunity
to return. But now they seek a better homeland, that is,
an heavenly…” (Heb. 11:14–16). This is the glory of
the gospel, that men and women from all nations turn

out to be citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem. John’s
vision was certainly a fitting one.

HOW CHALLENGING IS THE SIGHT!

This bringing in from all the nations of people who
belong to Christ’s Church is a job for all of us who are
already in it. How challenging is John’s vision! It will
be brought into being through the agency of ordinary
people like you and me. That is God’s normal method.
It is possible that people should be gathered in directly
from heaven without any human agency, when people
are converted just by finding a page of the Bible or by
a dream. Even then, though, I am sure that the prayers
of the Church have been behind it. God’s normal
method is to do it through the preaching of the gospel.
The numberless multitude of rejoicing saints will be
around the throne by reason of the simple testimony of
ordinary people like us.

Each of us must face the challenge. In some cases
the Lord may say that He wants us to go abroad, so we
must get up and go. It may involve an entirely new way
of life, adjusting to a new culture, learning a new lan-
guage. All this is part of what the Lord Jesus meant in
His command that all the nations are to be the harvest
field for His disciples (Mt. 28:19). On the other hand,
it is now possible to reach other nations on our own
doorstep. The other nations have come to us. The
whole subject of immigration has been in our newspa-
pers for many years now. They present a challenge.
Then there are others who come to us for a shorter
term, foreign students or visitors. The challenge of the
gospel is international, even if we are bound to stay
here at home. There are also very practical ways in
which we may share the outreach of the gospel.

In some cases there are opportunities in the job we
are already doing. The gospel can be spread as we rub
shoulders with our fellows. Most of all it constitutes a
challenge to intercessory prayer. This vision of the
international Church reminds us of how people so dif-
ferent from us are involved, people whom we do not
understand, but God knows and cares about them.
There may even be people whom we do not like, but
they too are loved above. In other words, it is up to us
to anticipate, as far as we possibly can, the realization
of this glorious vision of “a great multitude which no
man can number, out of every nation…stood before the
throne and before the Lamb.” That is the glorious
prospect set before us. It is also a present stimulus to
broadcast the good seed this very day.

G O D ’ S  C O N C E R N  F O R T H E N A T I O N S
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Our Vision
“The things that thou has heard from me among many witnesses the
same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able to teach others also”
(2 Tim. 2:2) is one of the most widely known but poorly applied
principles of the New Testament. Many people in our fellowships
are full of desire to serve the Lord, but in many cases are drifting
and not fully utilized because they are poorly equipped to take on
the tasks associated with Christian service. In both doctrinal truth
and practical service we assume that young Christians will simply
“get it” some day. In counterpoint, the Biblical way of training and
equipping each generation of young Christians is through effective
and loving mentorship and discipling.

The Timothy conference was born out of a desire for a practi-
cal return to 2 Timothy 2:2—to take the issue of discipling young
believers out of theory and into practice. Our desire is to provide
help and encouragement for both sides of the equation—to stir up
and equip mentors and to give immediate practical help to those in
need of mentoring.We pray that as a result of this conference there
will be those who will take to their care a young lamb and tend and
shepherd that person to a deeper knowledge of God’s love and
grace. May God help each of us to grow from sheep to shepherds,
and to guide others from sheep to shepherds as well.“Only one life
will soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.”

Conference Speakers

Sandy McEachern lives in Halifax, NS. He ministers in
assemblies and Bible studies for new believers. He serves on the
Uplook board and edits Choice Gleanings.

J. B. Nicholson serves the Lord with Uplook Ministries in
Grand Rapids, MI and is book editor for Gospel Folio Press. He trav-
els throughout North America and the world teaching the Word.

Joe Mikhael is a medical doctor in Toronto specializing in
Hematology. He is a conference speaker with a special interest in minis-
tering to young people.

John Lennox is a Fellow of Green College in the University of
Oxford and Senior Fellow of Whitefield Institute. He is the author of many
academic works in his research field of pure mathematics and travels
extensively in Eastern Europe lecturing on math, apologetics and the Bible.

Book Store & Ministry Exhibits
Gospel Folio Press will provide a large selection of quality books, Bibles, music and ministry tapes at discount prices.

A number of organizations will display information about their ministry. Learn about opportunities in the Lord’s work.



Seminar Session 1 
Glories of the Cross (J. B. Nicholson) The cross of Christ marks the spot where we uncover “the unsearchable riches of Christ”: the
victory of the cross (what really happened that day?), the way of the cross (how it can transform my life), and the preaching of the
cross (our unique message for the world).
The Christ-Centred Home (Charlie Tempest) In a world of distractions and attacks, it isn’t easy for families to stay focused on things
that count for eternity.This seminar will offer scriptural guidance and practical encouragement for Christian families at all stages.
Times of Trial: Lessons from Job (Gerry Libby) A perspective on suffering from the book of Job which gives us an open insight into
the activity in the spiritual realm and the honest, even shocking, struggle of God's servant in a time of trial.
Personal & Public Prayer (Jim Paul) This seminar will look at the importance of prayer in the believer's life and will also give some
things to consider when praying in public.
Planting an Assembly (Rex Trogdon) Teaching from the Word and lessons from experience for those interested or involved in car-
rying out evangelism and follow-up work with the view to establishing a new local assembly.
One on One Mentoring & Discipling (Jeff Johnson/Bob Brown) A discussion of the benefits, the dangers, the joys and the challenges
of one-on-one discipling including personal examples both as a disciple and a mentor.
Daniel:An Overview (Wm. Burnett) A survey course of the book of Daniel.
Getting Involved in My Local Assembly (Gary McBride) The Lord designed the local church to have each member of the body
actively involved, but which area of service is right for me? And how do I get started once I know? 
Reaching Children: Camp, Sunday School and Youth Work (Craig Beattie) Christian service is a two-way blessing: while we min-
ister, we are encouraged and grow in our own faith. Stimulate young Christians in their own faith while equipping them to serve.
Pass it On (Nancy Trogdon) The importance of our relationship with the Lord as our Best Friend. One in whom I can confide and
tell anything. One who will always love me and seek the best for me. One whom I should seek daily in order to deepen my rela-
tionship with Him. W

Seminar Session 2 
The Importance of Genesis: Part I (John Lennox)The importance of the creation record, philosophical questions Genesis answers,
the inspiration and authority of Scripture in Genesis, how Genesis can be included in Christian witness.
Dangerous Trends in Evangelical Thinking: Part I (Randy Amos) This seminar will seek to identify and think through some of the
popular teachings and practices that are prevelant in the Christian church today…and where they will take us if we adopt them.
Preparing for the Lord’s Supper (Sandy McEachern) Knowing that the remembrance of His Son is so precious to God, we want
to prepare our hearts to offer worship that is meaningful and appropriate. Learn how to contribute substance to the Lord’s Supper.
Working with a New Assembly (Rex Trogdon) Explore some of the ups and downs one might face in the early years of a church.
Practical Lessons from Daniel (Wm. Burnett) Living in the world and without becoming wordly. Daniel found himself as a student
at an ungodly university and later as an employee of a worldly government. How did he remain faithful to his God and function effec-
tively? Willie will give us practical lessons from this book that answer this question.
Preparation for Leadership (Ross McIntee) Teaching for young men with a heart to shepherd the flock of God in the future as well
as those presently in leadership of an assembly who are seeking to train up those who will carry on the work.
Tending the Hurting Soul (Jim Rennie) How to recognize and help people with symptoms of emotional distress.
In Fellowship: What does it mean? (Ed Plett) Examination of New Testament church teaching on being a part of the local body.
Hearts and Hands for Him (Sylvia Amos) A study of women in Scripture who used the instruments and circumstances that the
Lord gave them to make a difference in eternity.There’s something special you can do for Him wherever you are in life. W
Discipling Girls Through their Teen Years (Caroline Cairns) This session will discuss how we can learn to better help young women
(especially from non-Christian homes) through these key years to a goal of being grounded, committed and active in their faith. W

Seminar Session 3
The Importance of Genesis: Part II (John Lennox) Continuation of seminar descibed in Session 2. Please register for both parts.
Trends in Evangelical Thinking: Part II (Randy Amos) Continuation of seminar descibed in Session 2. Register for both parts.
Preparing for Marriage (Gerry Libby) Some questions and scriptural guidance to consider in preparing for a strong marriage. Helpful
for those looking forward to marriage as well as individuals involved in pre-marriage counselling.
Reaching the Lost (Jim Paul) This seminar will seek to study aspects of personal evangelism, including some well-proven methods
and other ways of communicating the gospel. It will also look at the mission field on our own door step.
Discovering and Exercising Spiritual Gift (Joe Mikhael) Scripture assures us that every believer receives a special gift from the
Holy Spirit enabling them to serve the Lord, but how do I know what mine is? And how do I use it once I discover what it is? 
One on One Mentoring & Discipling (Jeff Johnson/Bob Brown) A discussion of the benefits, dangers, joys and challenges of one-on-
one discipling including personal examples from the perspective of both a disciple and a mentor.
The Role of the Assembly in the Life of the Young Believer (Ralph Carr) Even as God established the family to provide safety,
security, nurture, and sustenance, encouragement, opportunity, instruction, and guidance to adolescents, so has He established the local
church to function-relative to the needs of young believers.
Given to Hospitality—Panel (Marilyn Grieve, Marlene Gunning, Elizabeth Paul, Nadia Mikhael, Isabelle McEachern, Bernice Nicholson) W
In her Tongue is the Law of Kindness (Vivienne Joyce) Words are little things that can make a big difference.They can hurt and tear
down or be a balm for the heart. Attendees will be encouraged and challenged to use their speech to bless the Lord and others. W
Preparing a Gospel Message (Charlie Tempest) Practical advice for those involved in public gospel preaching. Whether you have
occasion  to speak to children, young people, seniors or larger general audiences, Charlie will give some practical suggestions on mak-
ing the message plain, interesting and sound.



Registration Form
Space is limited to 750 attendees! Register today!

First Name Last Name

Address City

Province/State Postal/Zip Code

Phone Number E-mail address

Using the seminar schedule on the previous page, choose one seminar from each session that you would like to attend.

Please print the seminar title and the leader’s name.

Session 1:

Session 2:

Session 3:

How many people will be staying in your hotel room?  

Price includes hotel room, meals, parking, airport shuttle, conference material, taxes & gratuities.

�One $395 Cdn �Three$235 Cdn

�Two $260 Cdn �Four $216 Cdn

�Commuter—$150 (Does not include hotel room)

*All roommates must send their registration forms together.*
Please provide a credit card number to reserve your registration.

Visa or Mastercard Number: Expiration

Accounts will be charged by the hotel at the time of the conference. US cards will be billed at the current exchange rate.

SUBMIT CONFERENCE REGISTRATION INFORMATION BY MAIL, E-MAIL, FAX, or PHONE:
The Timothy Conference  22 Noble Drive,  Ajax ON  L1Z 1B6 Canada 

E-mail: ruthbell@on.aibn.com    Fax: 905-426-5447     Phone: 905-426-5449
For more information, ask for a brochure or visit www.cre8iveminds.ca/timothy

Sunday, December 29
3:00 Hotel and conference check in
7:30 General Session (J. B. Nicholson)
9:00 Reception

Monday, December 30
7:00 Men’s and Women’s prayer
8:00 Buffet breakfast
9:00 General Session (John Lennox)

11:00 Seminar Session #1
12:30 Buffet lunch
2:00 Bible Study Panel Discussion
3:30 Seminar Session #2
5:30 Buffet Supper
7:30 General Session (Joe Mikhael)
9:00 Fellowship Time

Tuesday, December 31
7:00 Men’s and Women’s prayer
8:00 Buffet breakfast
9:00 General Session (John Lennox)

11:00 Seminar Session #3
12:30 Buffet lunch
2:00 Missionary Emphasis Afternoon (MSC)
6:00 New Year’s Eve Banquet

Special music; Speaker: Sandy McEachern
Fellowship Time

11:00 Welcome 2003—singing & prayer

Wednesday, January 1
7:00 Men’s and Women’s prayer
8:00 Buffet breakfast
9:00 General Session (John Lennox)

Conference Schedule

AN OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN AT THE CONFERNCE FOR FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SPEAKERS

Assemblies or individuals wishing to contribute in advance should contact the address below.
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Rock-solid assurances for shaky times.

T
Things Which Cannot Be Shaken

There are seasons in life when everything seems to be
shaking. Old landmarks are crumbling, venerable foun-
dations are upheaved in a night, and are scattered
abroad as dust. Guiding buoys snap their moorings,
and go drifting down the channel. Institutions which
promised to outlast the hills collapse like a stricken
tent. Assumptions in which everybody trusted burst
like air balloons. Everything seems to lose its base, and
trembles in uncertainty and confusion.

Such seasons are known in our personal life. One
day our circumstances appear to share the unshaken
solidity of the planet, and our security is complete.
Then some undreamed-of antagonism assaults our life.
We speak of it as a bolt from the blue. Perhaps it is
some stunning disaster in business. Or perhaps death
has leaped into our quiet meadows. Or some presump-
tuous sin has suddenly revealed its foul face in the life
of one of our children. And we are all at sea! Our little,
neat hypotheses crumple like withered leaves. Our
accustomed roads are broken up, our conventional
ways of thinking and feeling; and the sure sequences
on which we have depended vanish in a night. 

It is experiences like these that make the soul cry
out in bewilderment and fear: “My foot slippeth” (Ps.
94:18). His customary foothold had given way. The
ground was shaking beneath him. The foundations
trembled. Where can we set our feet on solid rock?
Amid the many things which are shaking, what things
are there which cannot be shaken? (see Heb. 12:27).

I wish to explore the Word of God, to recall one or
two of these assurances in order that we may stay our
souls upon them in the terrible strain and uncertainty
through which we are passing, and in which we may
have to live for many succeeding days.

THE SUPREMACY OF SPIRITUAL FORCES IS UNSHAKEN

The obtrusive circumstances of the hour shriek
against that creed. Spiritual forces seem to be over-
whelmed. We are witnessing a perfect carnival of
insensate materialism. The narratives which fill the
columns of the daily press rock with the fierce specta-
cle of barbaric achievement. And yet, in spite of all this
appalling outrage upon the senses, we must steadily

beware of becoming the victims of the apparent and the
transient. Behind the uncharted riot there hides a power
whose invisible energy is the real master of the field.

The ocean can be lashed by the winds into inde-
scribable fury, and the breakers may crash against the
shore; yet behind all the wild phenomena there is a
subtle, mystical force which is exerting its silent mas-
tery even at the very height of the storm. We must dis-
criminate between the event of the hour and the drift of
the year, between the issue of a battle and the tendency
of a campaign. All of which means that while we look
at the things which are seen, we are also to “look at the
things which are not seen” (2 Cor. 4:18). For remem-
ber, spiritual forces cannot be shaken.

THE POWER OF TRUTH CAN NEVER BE SHAKEN

The force of disloyalty may have its hour of triumph
and treachery may march for a season to victory after
victory; but all the while truth is secretly exercising her
mastery, and in the long run the labor of falsehood will
crumble into ruin. There is no permanent conquest for
a lie. You can no more keep the truth interred than you
could keep the Lord interred in Joseph’s tomb. You can-
not bury the truth, you cannot strangle her, you cannot
even shake her! You may burn up the the records of
truth but you cannot impair the truth itself! When the
records are reduced to ashes, truth shall walk abroad as
an indestructible angel and minister of the Lord! “He
shall give His angels charge over thee” (Mt. 4:6) and
truth is one of His angels; she cannot be destroyed.

There was a people in the olden days who sought to
find security in falsehood, and to construct a sover-
eignty by the aid of broken covenants. Let me read to
you their boasts as it is recorded by the prophet Isaiah:
“We have made a covenant with death, and with hell
are we at agreement: when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, it shall not come unto us, for we
have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have
we hid ourselves” (Isa. 28:15). And so they banished
truth. But banished truth is not vanquished truth. Truth
is never idle; she is ever active and ubiquitous, she is
forever and forever our antagonist or our friend.
“Therefore thus saith the Lord God…and the hail shall

J .  H .  J O W E T T
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sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall
overflow the hiding-place. And your covenant with
death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with
hell shall not stand…” (Isa. 28:16-18).

Thus saith the Lord! We may silence a fort, but we
cannot paralyze the truth. Amid all the convulsions of
the day, the supremacy of truth remains unshaken.

MORAL RETRIBUTION CANNOT BE SHAKEN

Nothing that happens can bribe the nature of things
and interfere with the dire and deadly sequence of
cause and effect. And what is the law of moral retribu-
tion? It is this: “The wages of sin is death” (Rom.
6:23). Nothing can shatter that! By no possible human
device or expedient and by no brilliancy of momentary
triumph can we cheat that law, and escape the long
reach of its inevitable process. 

“The wages of sin is death.” Not a death far
removed which allows a long interval of undisturbed
vitality. The invasion of death is immediate. The
entrance of death is coincident with the sin. This kind
of death is not a final crisis, it is a present process; not
a swift annihilation, it is a sure decay. When we sin, our
nobler powers at once begin to die, our nobler strength
begins to waste. There is no escape from the sequence. 

“The wages of sin” is coma, callosity, benumbment,
death. Every sinful deed houses its own nemesis and
the nemesis becomes active at once. We may give the
statement a more piercing inwardness still: Every iniq-
uitous thought and purpose harbors its own nemesis, its
own hostile and destructive germ which proceeds to
immediate consumption. When we sin something dies,
the nobler man or woman shrinks and shrivels, and is
despoiled of some of the forces of vitality. That is the
law of moral retribution. Study that law of retribution
in the recorded history of King Saul. You can watch the
gradual process of benumbment like a creeping paral-
ysis stealing over the soul. Now and again there are
spasms, or even seasons, of seeming triumph while all
the time you can almost see the law at work, disman-
tling the soul, drying up its vital energies and holding
it in the clammy grip of inevitable and unbribable
death. “The wages of sin is death;” amid the uncer-
tainties of life that law remains unshaken.

HIS SOVEREIGNTY REMAINS UNSHAKEN

Earth-born clouds may veil His throne, but they
cannot destroy His decrees. The heavy cloud of cir-
cumstance gathered about the life of the prophet Isaiah,

and he walked in uncertainty and confusion as though
the Lord had been taken away. But “in the year that
King Uzziah died I saw also the Lord, high and lifted
up” (Isa. 6:1). Yes, but in the day of obscurity, before
the robe of darkness was rent, the holy Lord was still
there and so were the cherubim, and the seraphim, and
all the ministerings angels of righteousness and grace.
“Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud” (Ex. 19:9).

When Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, the
American people were stunned. A vast crowd gathered
in their bewilderment around the White House, and
James Garfield came out on the balcony and cried
aloud, in the words of an ancient psalmist: “Clouds and
darkness are round about Him, righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of His throne” (Ps. 97:2).

Yes, we must distinguish between the earthborn
clouds and divine judgments, between the battle-smoke
and the great white throne. God’s sovereignty may be
hid, but can never be stayed or broken. This book of the
Scriptures is a stormy book, stormy from end to end.
And yet it reveals the sovereignty of God.

The revelation of the sovereignty of God is not
given only in green pastures and under a blue and radi-
ant sky. It is given amid social convulsions and
upheavals, in the presence of menace and terror, amid
the massed assemblies of material hosts. The revelation
of His sovereignty is given when the pestilence is walk-
ing in darkness, when destruction is wasting at noon-
day. It is given when the hurricane is sweeping the land,
and when the watercourses have overflowed their
banks. The Lord is revealed as King in the flood!

I turn to the Book of Revelation. It is full of dread
and appalling movement. Dragons and beasts are rising
mysteriously out of the sea, and upon their heads is the
name of blasphemy. Multitudes are worshipping the
beast and the earth is choked with abominations. But in
the thick of all the rebellion, in the very heyday of
unclean and hateful things, there is “the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Hallelujah:
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 19:6).

Brethren, the sovereignty of the Lord God cannot be
shaken. But the assurance of that sovereignty is not to
lull us into laxity and ease. The revelation can be
abused. It can be used as a sedative by the indolent,
when it is purposed to be a tonic for the faithful. “The
Lord reigneth!” Every man, then, to his duty, that with
both hands and a consecrated soul he may wholeheart-
edly do the King’s will.

T H I N G S  W H I C H C A N N O T B E S H A K E N
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“The God of Jacob is our refuge” (Ps. 46:7)

D
The Lord of Hosts

Dawn Robinson moved from the open spaces of rural
Georgia to Bible college, then on to California, and finally to
the fast-paced life in New York City. She found a job with the
financial firm Morgan Stanley on the 61st floor of the World
Trade Centers. Soon, Dawn found opportunities to witness to
Cassie, her co-worker, about her love for the Lord Jesus
Christ. This new friend would listen with interest and probe
her with questions. Near the end of their conversations
together, as the subject would turn to spiritual things, Dawn
would point out the pressing issue of sin and urge
Cassie to trust Christ as her Saviour. Each time
Cassie would answer, “You know I’m searching,
but I don’t think I’m ready to get on the bus.”
But the morning of Tuesday, September 11
changed everything. Both Dawn and
her co-worker had just arrived to
work at the south tower of the
World Trade Center, when
suddenly a huge fireball
burst from the north tower
filling the air with debris.
Over the inter-office loudspeaker
came the announcement, “Do not
leave the office; do not panic; every-
thing is under control.” Despite the
announcement, Dawn grabbed Cassie and they
began to make their way down the winding stair-
ways to the bottom floor. As they entered the stair-
well, United Airline Flight 75 exploded into the south
tower. Soon the stairways were choked with people. Thick
dust and debris began to litter the passageways, and water
from the sprinkler systems soaked their clothes. After about
thirty minutes, the two found their way to the ground level
exit, and joined the thousands who were running frantically
for safety before the towers collapsed. Soaked, shaken, and
exhausted, the two took refuge in an abandoned, debris-
covered bus. They huddled together as hot tears streamed
down their faces. They both realized that, except for the
mercy of God, they would have lost their lives. But there in
an abandoned bus, amid the cries of terror and fear that filled
the blackened sky outside, peace and security began to fill
the heart of one who finally “got on the bus” and trusted
Christ for her eternal salvation.1

Amid all the confusion and conflict that rages today,
our God remains a refuge of grace and strength. He
stoops down to us in our need and misery to lift us up.
Then, through acts of wisdom and power, He makes
known to men that the sovereign God of the universe is
still on the throne. He is a God who is there in times of
tragedy and crushing need, as well as in times of joy
and triumph. He is a gracious and strong God who is

faithful and true. In these difficult days, the still suf-
fering families of victims of 9-11, all of New York

City, and indeed the entire world need the
touch of a merciful and gracious God. It is

He who asks us to cast all our care on
Him, for He cares for us; it is He who

desires to “show Himself strong”
on our behalf. This is the kind

of God that Psalm 46 tells us
about. This God, he says,

is strong and mighty—
“the Lord of hosts is with

us.” But He is also tender
and compassionate, never for-

getting the needy—“the God of
Jacob, our refuge.”

THE LORD OF HOSTS IS WITH US

Psalm 46, it is believed, was written on the
occasion of the invasion of Israel by the Assyrian

king Sennacherib and his 185,000 veteran troops.
The northern cities had already been ravaged, its
walled cities razed to the ground, and their crops
burned in the army’s wake. Sennacherib now besieged
Jerusalem, sending his envoy, Rabshakeh, to ask for
King Hezekiah’s unconditional surrender. Rabshakeh
mocked the God of the Jews, and scoffed at His power. 

Hezekiah, encouraged by the word of Isaiah, and
buoyed by a season of sincere prayer, refused to sur-
render. Then one night, God sent an angel to deal with
the besieging Assyrian army. One angel…one night…
one God, and the Assyrian army was no more! The
powerful, arrogant invaders were now thoroughly
defeated. The Lord of hosts had manifested Himself. 

What does the title “Lord of hosts” mean? This

D A V I D D U N L A P



26 U P L O O K • S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 2

term, although not used in the Bible until the book of 
1 Samuel, is frequently used in the Psalms and by
Isaiah. It seems to refer to God’s sovereign power over
all earthly and celestial rulers. “The Lord of hosts, He
is the king of glory” (Ps. 24:10); “…all His angels:
praise ye Him, all His hosts” (Ps. 148:2). But here in
Psalm 46, the writer tells us that the Lord of hosts is
with us (v. 11). This universal power, this unlimited
sovereignty, this unbounded omnipotence is shown to
be strong on our behalf. In war, calamity, natural dis-
aster, and terrorist attacks, the Lord of hosts is not far
removed from our lives; He “is with us.” Although
from our earthly viewpoint this world appears to be in
chaos, we must confess that He is still in control.

JOSEPH STALIN AND THE JEWISH NATION

However, God’s divine ordering in the world cannot
be discerned by simple observation. His providence
can only be truly appreciated and discerned by the eye
of faith. This is nowhere more clearly seen than in the
history of the Jews. God preserved them through the
hands of Moses in Egypt, and later through the bravery
of Mordecai and Esther; but one of the most remark-
able acts of providence took place in the Soviet Union
in 1953. On March 1, 1953, Josef Stalin unveiled a pro-
posal to liquidate the three million Jews then living in
the Soviet Union. Stalin, a paranoid Jew-hater, had put
to death thousands of Jews in the 1930’s, including
many loyal Jews who had supported the Communist
cause since the beginning of the Bolshevik revolution. 

Stalin’s anger was rekindled after World War II
when Israel’s first ambassador to Moscow, Golda Meir,
was invited to a reception held by Soviet Jews. Soon
afterwards, Stalin suddenly announced that a “plot” to
kill him had been discovered. He explained to the
Soviet press that the clever and sinister plot was
arranged by Jewish medical doctors. Soon denuncia-
tions against all Jews from leading Communists were
broadcast on government-controlled radio and televi-
sion and circulated in the print media. 

On March 1, 1953, at 12:00 noon, Stalin called a
meeting of the Politburo in the Kremlin and read to the
Soviet leaders his plan for the extermination of the
Jews. However, Stalin’s evil plan to exterminate the
Jews never took place. On March 2, nearly 24 hours
after outlining his plans and exactly one week before
the devastation would begin, Stalin died of a stroke.
His body lay in state for a week and was buried on
March 9, which was the Jewish holiday—Purim.2 In the

human mind, the calendar dates of the week, month,
and year often are forgotten, but God remembers.
Purim is the Jewish holiday which remembers God’s
deliverance of Jews from extermination by the hand of
Haman in the book of Esther. God is still in control.
His sovereign hand is at times imperceptible, yet His
divine purposes and ordering are being worked out “in
the kingdoms of men.”

THE GOD OF JACOB, OUR REFUGE

The heart of God is no better described than by the
phrase, “the God of Jacob is our refuge.” For the Bible
records no greater example of deceit, selfishness, and
craftiness than Jacob, the supplanter. Yet the words
“God” and “Jacob” are now linked together in grace to
show us His heart. The sovereign Lord of the universe,
the Lord of glory, is none other than the God of all
grace, who bends low to the lowly and undeserving. He
has the individual on His heart as much as nations,
governments, and history. God’s values and man’s val-
ues are as distinct as heaven is from earth. Man values
the mighty and strong—governments, nations, indus-
try, and wealth are the focus of his eye; but the Lord’s
eye is upon the weak, the hurting and the needy. This
grace is nowhere more vividly set forth than at Calvary,
when the Lord Jesus Christ was forsaken of God on the
cross so that God would never leave or forsake us. The
“God of Jacob” is our refuge. 

What a strong tower it is which was designed by the
mind and heart of God for the Jacobs, the Dawns, the
Cassies, and the nations of the world. Unassailable.
Impenetrable. Impregnable. Eternal. Scottish expositor
Alexander MacLaren declares, “The God of Jacob is
our refuge, and so we may say to the storms of life,
Blow winds and crack your cheeks, and do your worst,
you cannot touch me in the fortress where I dwell. The
wind will hurtle around the stronghold, but within all
will be calm.” 3 How rich are His promises, how strong
is His love, how great is His grace, and how secure is
His refuge! “The Lord of host is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge.”

ENDNOTES

1. James Cymbala, God’s Grace from Ground Zero, (Grand
Rapids, Ml: Zondervan, 2002), (book on tape)
2. Harold Willmington, Willmington’s Guide to the Bible,
(Wheaton, IL, Tyndale, 1981), p. 253
3. Alexander MacLaren, Exposition of Holy Scripture,
Psalms, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker), p. 350
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We’re not Home yet but we’re as safe and sure as if we were.

H
SAFE IN THE ARMS OF JESUS

B O U Q U E T o f B L E S S I N G S  ❋

❋
❋
❋

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and
carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.
Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and meted out heaven with the
span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains
in scales, and the hills in a balance? Isaiah 40:11-12

With His healing hand on a broken heart
And His other on a star,
Our wonderful God views the miles apart
And they seem not very far.

There is hope and help for our sighs and tears,
For the wound that stings and smarts;
Our God is at home with the rolling spheres,
And at home with broken hearts.

O come, let us sing unto the Lord: 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of
our salvation. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving, and make a
joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great
King above all gods. In His hand are the
deep places of the earth: 
the strength of the hills is His also. The
sea is His, and He made it: and His
hands formed the dry land. O come, 
let us worship and bow down: let us
kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For He is our God; and we are the 
people of His pasture, and the sheep 
of His hand. Psalm 95:1-7

A Welsh lady, when she lay dying, was visited by
a preacher. He said to her, “Sister, are you sinking?”
She answered him not a word, but looked at him
with incredulous eye. He repreated the question,
“Are you sinking?” She looked at him again as if
she could not believe he would ask such a question.
At last, rising a little in her bed, she said, “Sinking?
Sinking! Did you ever know a sinner to sink through
a rock? If I had been standing on the sand, I might
sink; but thank God I’m on the Rock of Ages, and
there is no sinking there.” —Spurgeon

When a mother was questioned about her trust in
God for the safety of her son at sea when she had
already lost two boys to the sea, she responded: “It
would be a strange thing for an old woman like me
to believe that safety lay in not being drowned.
What is the bottom of the sea, sir?” 

“The hollow of God’s hand,” came the answer,
humbled by the woman’s deep wisdom.
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It has been called “mild atheism.” Watch it!

W
Victory over Worry

What a world of worry ours is! Worry is driving people
mad and is largely responsible for the alarming
increase of mental illness and suicides. Trouble, anxi-
ety, vexations of mind characterize our life, and worry
seems to be the most common and natural thing to do.
Yet it is the most useless, unnecessary, and harmful
way out of our anguish. Worry can whiten the hair
before time, fill a life with misery, fatten the doctor’s
purse, and extract an almost greater toll of life than all
the physical diseases put together. Let us thank God
that there is victory, even over worry. Jesus came that
we might have peace.

THE CAUSE OF WORRY

As a gifted physician strives to get at the root cause

of a disease before applying an efficacious remedy, so
let us examine some of the sources responsible for the
worry robbing our lives of so much peace and pleasure.
And of this we are confident, that there is no reason
why multitudes should live in the dark shadows where
fears haunt them like ghosts.

The cares of life. Home cares, business, health,
money matters, and loved ones produce a great deal of
present-day worry. Every fluctuating, threatening cir-
cumstance is a signal for fresh indulgence in worry.
But as I once saw in motto form, “Don’t worry. It may
not happen.” What we seem to forget is the fact that
worry, once formed as a personal habit, is so difficult
to check. Like ruts in a road that become deeper with
usage, so worry makes inroads upon our own and oth-
ers’ happiness. A good slogan to keep before us reads:
“Why worry about tomorrow? It is always a day away.”

The atmosphere of the world. Is it not true that
often we worry because others worry? Like a fever,
worry is contagious. Worry is of the world, and we are
apt to fall into a worldly way of looking at things. The
world worries and it has every right to, seeing that it is
away from God. Christians however, breathe a different
atmosphere, and should be free from the way of the
world. Worry-stricken souls ought to be segregated as
the fever-stricken are to prevent their troubles from
spreading.

Ignorance of God! Another evident reason for such
a malady is ignorance regarding the exact nature of
God and His care. Faith fails to grasp the reality of a
living Heavenly Father. He is not appropriated as “the
hidden source of calm repose.” We forget that while
there is need of grace there is also grace for need. Jesus
corrects undue anxiety when He tells us to take no
thought of the morrow. Of course, He does not mean
that we are to have no provident thought such as we
manifest when we put something away for a rainy day.
Not to do so is to be worse than an infidel, Paul
reminds us. What our Lord had in mind was a carefree
life made possible by the surrender of each day with its
needs, into the hands of our bountiful Father above.

H E R B E R T  L O C K Y E R
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When troubled about food, raiment, and other necessi-
ties, we are to remember the birds and flowers.

THE CURSE OF WORRY

Worry is never a blessing, but always a bane; never
a comfort, always a curse. And that it is senseless and
foolish can be proved in a threefold direction. Yes, and
these three reasons likewise indicate why, if we are His,
we should not be guilty of such a sin.

Harmful to ourselves! Worrying never changes our
circumstances in the least degree. As our Lord
expressed it, anxiety cannot add one bit to our stature.
How can worry possibly benefit those who indulge in
it? Why, it ruins one mentally, physically, and spiritual-
ly. A load of care or anxiety on the mind upsets the
digestion process, produces undernourishment, and
thereby unfits one for the responsibilities of life. Worry
deranges the nervous system, robs a person of sleep,
and often causes heavy doctor bills. Doctors, however,
can do little for one who worries. The only cure as we
shall later see, is a right relationship to God.

Harmful to others! One who worries imparts a
depressed feeling. It is harmful and annoying to have
about us those who rob us of our joy. If we are the
Lord’s we must realize that the world waits to see how
we bear our trials and losses. When the reaper robs our
heart and home of some treasure, how do we act? If
those around notice that we worry and mope, lose
heart, go to pieces, as if we had no source of succor,
they have every right to doubt the reality of our faith
and of God’s care. It is imperative for the sake of oth-
ers to be brave, peaceful, and trustful when the sorrows
and adversities overtake us.

Harmful to God! A worrying Christian contradicts
the sufficiency of divine grace, and damages the repu-
tation of God as a Father who really cares. When such
a mental habit is practiced, we proclaim to others that
God is not able to undertake for us as He promised to
do. Worry sends off deadly gases, destructive to faith.
Fretful doubt obscures God’s face. And worry certain-
ly hurts His loving heart. It must grieve the Lord to
know that although He is almighty and beneficent, His
children persist in worrying over little things. Faith in
the dark pleases and honors Him. The couplet has it:
“When worrying we are not trusting, when trusting, we
are not worrying.”

Worry produces doubt in a threefold direction:
1. God’s love is doubted. Worry implies that He

cares little for His blood-washed children.
2. God’s wisdom is doubted. Worry indicates that

He is not able to plan for His own, that He does not
know what is best for those who belong to Him.

3. God’s power is doubted. Worry declares that His
grace is not sufficient for our needs.

Thus, as we have seen, the spirit of worry is calami-
tous. A surgeon knowing something of the peril of this
sin, had placed in his operating room the words, “Don’t
worry—it is wicked.” And wicked it is! Many, agreeing
that worry is a useless, senseless habit, are slow to
admit that it is a sin. And yet, “Whatsoever is not of
faith is sin.” God has promised to care for us at all
times. Worry, however, makes Him a liar. Whittier’s
beautiful lines are ever a corrective, if our tendency is
to worry and doubt.

I know not where His islands lift
Their fronded palms in air,
I only know I cannot drift
Beyond His love and care.

THE CURE OF WORRY

If there is a life without worry, surely all of us will
want to know and experience such a carefree existence.
If there is a cure for this ravaging disease, then, let us
proclaim it near and far in this vexatious, worry-driven
world.

Unfortunately, there are those suffering under this
slow form of self-inflicted suicide, who turn to various
cults for relief. But such sources, as well as psycholo-
gy, do not work.

The word “worry,” we are informed, is from an
Anglo-Saxon term meaning “a wolf,” an animal who
harries, worries, and harms. And, if such a wolf as
worry is to be destroyed, it will never be by our own
power or self-thought. Unless the Lion of Judah takes
it in hand to destroy our carping care, then we are with-
out hope. Thank God, there is a relief for those who are
harried by the wolf! Would you have a life without
worry, and victory over lurking fears? Well, here are
the ingredients in a Divine cure.

Peace through trusting. The miracle of being with-
out worry in this modern age is a miracle the Holy
Spirit makes possible through the impartation of a
divine peace. With a mind stayed upon the Lord we can
be kept in the experience of a continuous, uninterrupt-
ed peace (Is. 26:3).

Alas, however, we know Jesus as our Sin-Bearer but

V I C T O R Y  O V E R W O R R Y
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not as our Burden-Bearer. We give Him our sins but not
our sighs. We stay our minds on trouble, rather than on
the Lord. Trial is magnified, and the Master’s grace
belittled. But when the reverse process is practiced and
the Lord fills our horizon, then
the things of earth grow
strangely dim. If stayed upon
Jehovah, then not a surge of
worry can touch the spirit
there.

Peace through loving.
Another sword effective in the
slaughter of the wolf of worry
is to be found in Romans 8:28,
where we discover that if we
love God, then all things, even
the untoward experiences of
life, work together for our
good. Things not good in
themselves can, under the hand
of God, produce peace of
heart. Because the love of God
stands between us, and all pos-
sible harm, our love to God
ought to rest in the joy of His
ability to undertake for us even
in the dark hours we may face.

Peace by casting. Peter
gives us another avenue of vic-
tory over our fearful moods. An appealing translation
of his exhortation has been stated thus, “Casting all
your care upon Him, for it matters to Him about you”
(1 Pet. 5:7). Another interpretation of this passage is
likewise suggestive, “Throw the whole of your anxiety
upon Him, because He Himself cares for you.” If we
trust some of our care to Him, why not let Him have it
all?

Sometimes we find ourselves saying that we are
happy under the circumstances, but as Christians we
have no right to be under our circumstances. We should
be on the top of them reigning over them with Christ.

Peace through looking. A right understanding of
Hebrews 12:1-2 imparts peace to careworn hearts. We
are to look, not merely to Jesus, but away unto Jesus,
that is away from all else—to Jesus. Not a glance, but
a gaze. The Master is able to keep us in perfect peace,
seeing that He faced every kind of test and emerged
Conqueror. Nothing ever disturbed Him. He could

never be robbed of His spiritual possession of tranquil-
ity as an antidote of worry and despair.

Peace through protection. In Philippians 4:6-7, 19,
Paul offers a further corrective
for the disturbing forces of
life. We ought to be happy,
seeing the Lord encamps
around His own. He promises
to keep or garrison our hearts
and minds. Do you want to
stay the wolf of worry? Well,
look at this threefold avenue of
destruction.

1. Anxious about nothing. And
nothing means no thing.
Surely this excludes even the
slightest reasons for unrest and
disturbance of peace.

2. Prayerful for everything.
How different our lives would
be if only we could adopt the
prayer attitude as we come up
against the untoward experi-
ences of life! This is ever the
way to victory.

3. Gratitude in all things. What
the Lord has been, He will be
until traveling days are done.

And with such a bountiful God, why would we charge
our souls with care? Do you live on “Thanksgiving
Avenue”? The houses are no dearer here than they are
on “Worry Street.” Pack up and leave such a gloomy
quarter where the sun seldom shines. The next time
you are tempted to sit and brood, take a pencil and set
down a list of all the mercies you enjoy, and then say to
your soul, “Why art thou cast down? Hope thou in
God.”

So dear, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be;
The love wherewith He loves the Son, 
Such is His love to me!

Why should I ever careful be, 
Since such a God is mine?
He watches o'er me night and day,
And tells me, “Mine is thine. “

V I C T O R Y O V E R W O R R Y
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What a clear morning it was that day in New York. I
woke around 6:30 AM. Thirty minutes later, I was mak-
ing my way into the city. That morning, I took a dif-
ferent route to work—one I had never taken before. I
wanted to stop by the World Trade Center.

I work as an Information Security Officer for an
investment bank with many locations, one of which
included the World Trade Center. My company was
one of the largest tenants in the complex, with close to
3700 workers. The vast majority of these worked in
the South Tower, occupying the space between the
42nd and 72nd floors. 

My visit to the Trade Center that Tuesday morning
was brief. I really needed to be in Brooklyn. Normally
I work from our Brooklyn office in the shadow of the
World Trade Center, next to the Brooklyn Bridge. 

American Flight 11 hit the North Tower at 8:58
AM. In transit between the two facilities, I didn’t real-
ize anything was wrong until I reached the 11th floor
of the Brooklyn building. There was a commotion by
the westward facing windows. I walked over to see
flames and a plume of smoke billowing out from the
first tower over Manhattan’s harbor. As soon as I saw
it, I surmised it was the result of a terrorist attack.

Bedlam was the order of the day at the Trade
Center. Fires raged on the top ten floors of the North
Tower, with additional ones breaking out on the floors
below. For the next fifteen minutes, the South Tower
was intact. Announcements made in the South Tower
urged everyone to remain in the building. Everything
appeared safe and secure there. To venture outside
would be dangerous, with debris falling from the first
Tower. However, Rich Rescorla, head of our compa-
ny’s security, ordered an evacuation of our personnel. 

Rich was a Vietnam veteran. The book, We Were
Soldiers Once…And Young, by Lt. Gen. Hal Moore,
chronicles the exploits of the 1st Battalion 7th Cavalry
who fought against overwhelming odds to defeat Viet
Cong Regulars in the Ia Drang Valley. Rich was called
a “battlefield legend” in the book for his courage
under fire. Once again, his courage under fire would
lead to the saving of many lives. This evacuation of

our personnel provided precious additional minutes to
move thousands out of harm’s way. At 9:16 AM, United
Airlines Flight 175 slammed into the South Tower
near the 80th floor.

At 10:07 AM, the South Tower collapsed. It’s hard
to describe the emotions of the moment: the knowl-
edge that your nation has been savagely attacked made
me angry; the dread that thousands were losing their
lives made me painfully sad. Twenty minutes later the
North Tower fell. My sunny, clear morning had turned
horribly dark. I thought the company had lost as many
as 3000. But in one of the many miracles that day, the
final count of those lost from the firm rested at 6!
Those who were in the South Tower on September 11
testify that Rich Rescorla saved their lives. He told
them to get out while many urged them to remain in
the “safety” of the South Tower.

How similar is the world’s position to those in the
building that dreadful day! The world says that every-
thing is all right; there is no judgment coming. But
Someone is telling us otherwise! We can stay where
we are and pretend that everything is OK, but this
world is “condemned already” (Jn. 3:18) and there’s
only one Way out—His name is Jesus. He said, “I am
the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto
the Father but by Me” (Jn. 14:6).

Sadly, one of the six who died that day from my
firm was Rich Rescorla. He remained in the building,
urging others to leave. He gave his life saving the lives
of over 3000. Yet that lovely Man of Calvary gave His
life to save countless millions, that they might have
eternal life. His sacrificial death on the Cross has pro-
vided us the way of salvation. By placing our trust in
Him, we too can be saved.

In my opinion these United States will never be the
same after September 11. New York City is in love
with its fire and police departments, in great part due
to the heroism they showed that day. Yet, my hope is
that people’s hearts would be turned toward that One
who performed the most heroic act of history—for the
day Christ died He provided all people with the oppor-
tunity to “flee from the wrath to come” (Lk. 3:7).

“GET OUT NOW!”“GET OUT NOW!”“GET OUT NOW!” 
by Robert C. Sullivan
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