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Graham, Philip and Timothy Staines, recent martyrs in India
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College & Career Conference: VESSELS of HONOR



EDITORIAL

WHO CARES WHEN SAINTS SUFFER?

A floodtide of Christian persecution is sweeping the world.

t’s happening as you read these words.

Somewhere a Christian is dying for his faith.

Christian women are being raped. Christians’

children are being sold into slavery. It is hap-
pening to our own brothers and sisters—torture, impris-
onment, harassment, starvation, to say nothing of banish-
ment, family destruction, literature bans, and prohibition
to meet as believers. I confess I am ashamed, sheepish, to
write about this rising tide of suffering saints because I
know nothing about such things personally. But I would
be more ashamed nof to say something.

The problem is not an isolated one—a Christian
imprisoned here, another dying there—though if we
depended on the Western media, even most Christian
publications, we could easily come to that
conclusion.

It’s difficult when reading the statistics |
to distinguish nominal Christians from true
believers. (While this is a crucial differ-
ence, it is not always noticed by the perse- d,
cutors.) In their shocking, up-to-date, well- |
documented book, Their Blood Cries Out,
Paul Marshall and Lela Gilbert cite the fol-
lowing:

* In more than 60 countries, Christians
are harassed, arrested, tortured or executed,
specifically because of their faith.

* More than 600 million who take the name Christian
live under political restrictions on religious liberty (they
had more than Western hand-slapping in mind).

* Perhaps 225 million of those suffer “severe state
interference in religion, obstruction, or harassment.”

* Quoting David B. Barrett’s International Bulletin of
Missionary Research (Jan. 1996), it suggests the average
rate of martyrdom at something close to 150,000 pro-
fessing Christians per year!

Our response can only be, “How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge [their]
blood...?” (Rev. 6:10). Heaven’s answer to those martyrs
is given: ““...They should rest yet for a little season, until
their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that should
be killed as they were, should be fulfilled” (v. 11).

Graham and Gladys Staines

Esther (13), Philip (10) Timothy (6)

We can hardly be surprised that much of the Christian
world suffers such antagonism. The Lord warned: “If
they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if
they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also” (Jn.
15:20). What should be surprising is how easily we get
off in the West. The answer may be obvious (2 Tim. 3:12).

Some suggest we pray for persecution here, to bring
purification of the church. It may come, whether we pray
for it or not. But Paul instructs us to pray that we might
live “quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness and hon-
esty.” I suspect that times of persecution bring with them
another set of problems beside the obvious—a temptation
to bitterness, not only against oppressors, but against fel-
low believers who collapse under the weight; disruption

; of family life with children removed from
believing households to be raised by the
| state; doubting God’s care when fellow

believers starve to death (as in Angola
recently or in North Korea today)—David
‘&0 may not have seen it (Ps. 37:25) but others
B have. We could hardly wish such things on
anyone.
Does God care? Calvary tells us He does.
»ryRED Then why does He allow such suffering?
' * ] The Cross gives us one answer: “Unless a
corn of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it abides alone: but if it dies, it brings forth
much fruit” (Jn. 12:24). In the book, By Their Blood,
James and Marti Hefley trace Christian martyrdom
through the 20th Century (until 1979). In it they recount
some of the results of the martyrdom of the Ecuador Five.
Not only were many of the people saved, but one of the
killers, Tona, was himself martyred in taking the gospel
to a downriver tribal group. In his dying breath, he whis-
pered, “I forgive you. I'm dying for your benefit.” By
such sacrifices the Church still overcomes.

But do we care? Do we pray for the sufferers—and
persecutors? Can we be better informed? Are there other
ways to help? Read on; if you’re asking such questions,
this Uplook is for you. And “Remember those...in bonds,
as bound with them; and those who suffer adversity, as
being yourselves also in the body” (Heb. 13:3). (1)

by J.BL. NICHOLSON, JR.
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VESSELS OF HONOR

College & Career Conference

For some time the believers at East Tulsa Bible Chapel
(OK), as well as Christians from other assemblies in the
Midwest, have had a burden to see a college and career age
conference for young adults. The desire is to see these young
people not only carry on the Lord’s work as it is today, but to also have the heart to
give themselves to see the establishing of new healthy, biblical assemblies. Others who
share this burden have been willing to invest themselves in helping to accomplish this
desire. Together these believers send the following invitation:

WHEN: Memorial weekend, May 29-31, 1999

i The conference will be held from Friday night to Monday morning.

LOCATION: BaIdWin, Kansas near Kansas City on the campus of Baker

i University, which is centrally located in the Midwest.

SPEAKERS: gjoe Reese and J. B. Nicholson, Jr. ov

i They also, along with Craig and Nancy Rolinger, John and Bobbie Heller, Warren

Henderson, and Ben Scripture, will be providing seminars throughout the weekend.

COST: $125 0N campus o $75 o0 msee o ovn o

i arrangements. These prices only if registration is received before Mar. 31, 1999.

REGISTER i Registration information and forms have been mailed to many assemblies and regional
' i contacts. If you would like to get a registration form directly or want to receive more
Now. i information, please contact:

e Jim Lindamood at (918) 663-1121
: or jimlindamood@)juno.com.

The conference is targeted at the serious Christian young adult (18 or older). Couples
as well as singles are encouraged to attend. Our intention is not to duplicate what is
being provided in other areas.We are thrilled to see these types of opportunities
being made available elsewhere. It is our desire, however, that all who would benefit
from this conference know that they are encouraged to attend whether they are close
or far away. Anyone interested in coordinating group travel from their area, please
contact Jim Lindamood also.

“A vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and prepared to every
good work” (2 Tim. 2:21). O
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BRANDYWINE STUDIES FOR
YOUNG ADULTS

March 20: Keith Keyser, God’s
Righteousness (Romans); April 17:
Jim McKendrick, Law of the
Offerings (Leviticus); May 15: ITain
Rodgers, Living and Progressing in
Christ. Held at Brandywine Bible
Chapel (2005  Shipley Rd,,
Wilmington DE). Contact Tim Bhatt
at (302) 425-0324 or (610) 354-1722.

tim.c.bhatt@lmco.com

WOMEN AND MINISTRY

Bible and Life Ministries will
sponsor a conference on the subject:
“Women and Ministry in the Local
Assembly.” The speaker will be Jabe
Nicholson (MI), Lord willing. The
conference will be held at Central
Bible Chapel (2135 Busch Blvd,
Tampa, FL) on Saturday, Mar. 20
from 10 AM to 4 pM. There will be
four sessions and a question time.

For more information, please con-
tact David Dunlap at (813) 996-1053
or e-mail d.dunlap@juno.com.

SPRING Y.P. CONFERENCE

A Spring youth conference spon-
sored by High Point Bible Chapel
(Davenport, IA) is scheduled for
March 26-28 for young people 6th to
12th grade. Ed Williams (NJ) will be
speaking on “Commitment.”

Registration fee is $10 if sent by
March 21, or $15 at the door. For
information call Stacy at (319) 326-
1562 or Jim at (319) 391-1803.

TORONTO EASTER CONF.
The annual Toronto Easter confer-
ence is scheduled for April 2 and 3 at
Martingrove Collegiate, Martingrove
Rd. & Eglinton, in Toronto. Meetings
will be held at 2:30 and 6:30. A spe-
cial young people’s meeting is
planned for Friday evening at 8 pMm.
The invited speakers are John Lennox
(UK), D. Humphries (ON), and D.

i Robbins (ON), Lord willing. The
i theme of the conference is “Holding

Steadfast.” Childcare is provided. For

! info: Ted Willis at (905) 845-0584.

PHILLY CONFERENCE

Donald Norbie (CO), Wade

LeBlanc (NB) and Alan Parks (SC)
i are the expected speakers this year at
i the annual Easter conference to be
i held April 2-4 at Marple (PA)
i Christian Assembly. Contact:

James Martindale
(610) 353-1210

GREENWOOD HILLS LADIES’
MISSIONARY SEMINAR
Greenwood Hills (Fayetteville,

PA) invites all ladies to attend their
i missionary weekend Apr. 23-25,
i Lord willing. The weekend begins at

8 pM Friday and ends Sunday after-

noon. Anne Marie Attwood (Ireland),
¢ Carolyn Vargas (Spain) and Pearl
{ Winterburn (Congo) are expected.
i Fran McEwen Martindale (PA) will
i be the devotional speaker. The ladies
i will attend the local assembly for the
i Lord’s Supper on Sunday. Contact:

Mrs. Jean Wilson
PO Box 106
Fayetteville, PA 17222

40th ANNIVERSARY
To commemorate forty years as an

assembly, Countryside Bible Chapel

(Lexington, MA) will be hosting a

i number of special events throughout
i the upcoming year along the theme,
i “Celebrating 40 Years of God’s
Faithfulness.”

On April 2-4, David Reid (IA) will

i be ministering for the special Easter
: weekend.

The time will also focus on

i Missions since this has always been a
i heart-burden of the assembly. On
i May 22-23, James Cochrane (former
missionary to Dominican Republic)
¢ will be the guest speaker. On June 13,

Bill Loudon, who serves in
Columbia, will minister.

An anniversary banquet will be
held Saturday, Sept. 25 with special
services the following Lord’s Day.
Bill Armerding and David Ward
(CT) will address the gatherings.

Visitors or newcomers to the area
of Lexington, MA are welcome at
Countryside Bible Chapel. Contact:

Jed Snyder

(781) 862-7513

jnsnyder@ix.netcom.com

SPRING CONFERENCE

The Christians at Believers’ Bible
Chapel in Rockford, IL, will be host-
ing a Spring Bible Conference April
3-4. Everyone is invited to join them
for a time of fellowship and Bible
teaching. The expected teacher is
Jabe Nicholson (MI). For info:

Warren Henderson

(815) 969-9428 or e-mail

whenderson1@compuserve.com

EASTER CONFERENCE

Six local assemblies in the
Vancouver, BC, area will be spon-
soring a ministry conference Apr. 4-
6 at Granville Chapel (5901
Granville St., Vancouver). James
Cochrane (Dominican Republic) and
Larry Price (FL) have been invited
as speakers. There will be children’s
programs Friday and Saturday after-
noons. Contact Norman Chandler at
(604) 271-1083.

FAMILY MEETINGS

Families in the West Michigan
area are encouraged to attend the
week of family meetings planned
with Dave Stiefler (NY) from Apr.
4-9. This gospel series will be direct-
ed primarily to children but intended
for the entire family. It is an ideal
opportunity to invite relatives,
neighbors, co-workers and their chil-
dren. The meetings will be held at
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Northwest Gospel Hall (corner of
Chapel.
i expected to speak on the theme, “The
i Believer’s Devotional Life.” If you
i plan to attend, for location of confer-
i ence please call (414) 771-1030
i between 8 and noon on weekdays.

Garfield and Myrtle, Grand Rapids,
MI). For information call Tim
Johnson (616) 791-4179 (h) or (616)
456-9166 (w).

LIVING IN THE LAST DAYS

A special conference is planned
for April 9-11 at Greenwood Hills.
Randy Amos (NY) is planning to
speak on the topic: “Living in the
Last Days” from the Book of Daniel.
Cost is $85 per person. Contact:

Mark Kolchin

PO Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

TAVISTOCK CONFERENCE

Tavistock and Area Assemblies
Spring Conference is scheduled pv
for Apr. 10, from 9:30 to 4:30. David
Adams is to minister on Repentance
& Forgiveness, and Ross Rainey on
Discipline. Meetings will be held at
East Zorra Mennonite Church,
Tavistock, ON. Contact person:

John Martin (519) 655-3347

KANSAS CONFERENCE

The Gospel Chapel in Baldwin
City, KS (Third and Chapel Sts.) will
host a conference Apr. 10-11, with
the platform open to speakers who
minister in the assemblies as led by
the Lord. Ministry meetings are
scheduled for 2 and 7 on Saturday; 11
and 2 on Sunday. Contact Ray Jones
at (785) 594-3374.

rmjones@idir.net

HAMILTON FELLOWSHIP

Hamilton Bible Fellowship will
hold its annual potluck dinner on
Saturday, Apr. 10 at 6 pm at the
Langtree School in Hamilton
(Trenton area), NJ. Tom Taylor will
be the speaker. Call Tom Freeman at
609-585-1835.

WELCOME TO WAUWATOSA
A mini-conference is scheduled
Saturday, Apr. 17 at 10 and 4:30 by

Wauwatosa  (WI)  Community

William MacDonald is

FINE ART

Logansport Gospel Chapel (321
Cliff Dr., Logansport IN) will be
holding their annual spring confer-
ence on Apr. 17 pv. Art Auld (OH) is
the expected speaker. Arrival begins
at 9:30 with the first session at 10
and the second session at 11. Lunch
will be provided. Art will also speak
Sunday at 11. Contact:

Ralph Garver at (219) 722-1012

or e-mail leegar@]neti.com

MISSIONARY BREAKFAST

The Southern Ontario Missionary
Breakfast will be held in the White
Oaks Inn in St. Catharines on
Saturday, Apr. 24 starting at 8:30 AM.
Tickets are $12 per person and may
be purchased from Bill Allison:

3199 Sovereign Rd.

Burlington, ON L7M 2W1

phone: (905) 336-8101

hw.allison@sympatico.ca

SPRING IN PALOS HILLS
The Palos Hills Christian

Assembly will hold their annual

spring conference on Apr. 23-25.
Speakers: Dr. James Naismith, Alan
Schetelich, and Frank Burgess. There

¢ will be meetings for school-aged
¢ children during most of the sessions,
¢ with Craig and Nancy Rollinger. The
i assembly is located at 10600 S 88th
i Ave. in Palos Hills, IL. Contact
i Robert Fiebig at (708)-448-2552.

SPRING IN INDIANA

Bethany Bible Chapel (4312 E.
116th St., Carmel, IN) invites you to
their spring conference, Apr. 24 from
4 pm through lunch on Apr. 25.
Speaker: George Farber (IA).

Contact: Donald Mateer at (317)
835-2811.

LIMON IN MAY

The Limon Bible Chapel (385 J
Ave., Limon, CO) will hold its annu-
al conference on May 1-2. Invited
speakers are Elliot Van Ryn (FL),
Keith Trevolt (KS), and Ben Parmer
(CO). Accommodations and meals
are provided. Contact:

Limon Bible Chapel

(719) 775-9788 or 346-8547

ONTARIO WORKERS’ AND
ELDERS’ CONFERENCE

The Ontario Workers” and Elders’
conference is planned (Lord willing)
for May 4-6, hosted by the assembly
in Markham and others in the area.

Bill Yuille (ON) and Steve
Hulshizer (PA) have been asked to
be responsible for the morning and
evening sessions. Boyd Nicholson,
Gary McBride and others have been
asked to take plenary sessions.

8TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The saints at the Claremont Bible
Chapel (432 W. Harrison St.,
Claremont, CA) are planning to host
their 8th Annual Spring Conference,
scheduled for May 14-16 with
speakers Harold Summers (BC) and
Joe Reese (ON). Contact:

Henry Kamena

(909) 985 0437

hwkamena@aol.com

SEEKING THINGS ABOVE

On May 21-23, Rex Trogdon
(NC) will be speaking on “Seeking
Things Above: Practical Lessons
from the Book of Colossians” at
Bird-in-Hand Inn (Lancaster, PA).
The cost of $115 per person includes
meals and accommodations. Sunday
morning meetings will be with the
Monterey assembly. Contact:

Mark Kolchin

PO Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734
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FOREST CONFERENCE

Plan to attend the annual spring
conference at the Forest Gospel Hall,
Forest, ON, Apr. 30 to May 2.
Meetings begin Friday evening at
7:30, Saturday afternoon at 2 and
conclude Sunday afternoon.
Expected speakers are Doug Kazen,
(WA) and Brian Gunning (ON). All
are welcome.

IROQUOINA IS LOOKING

1. For present and past counselors
who would like to sharpen their skills
and keep abreast of current legisla-
tion regarding camps.

2. For teenagers who would like to
get involved in camp work.

3. For those who would just like to
see what camp work is all about.

4. For any looking for a mission-
field.

You are invited to a counselor
seminar on May 15 at Terrill Road
Bible Chapel, Fanwood, NJ. No expe-
rience necessary!

Overnight accommodations avail-
able for those from a distance. Call
Tom Freeman at (609) 585-1835.

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED

A couple is needed from Jun. 1 to
Sept. 6 as house parents for the sum-
mer staff at Greenwood Hills Bible
Conference (Fayetteville, PA). This
couple must agree with and practice
assembly principles, and enjoy work-
ing with young people. It is an oppor-
tunity to influence the lives of some
serious-minded youth who are serv-
ing God’s people and our Lord Jesus
Christ. Contact: Ed Suess, Manager

(717) 352-2150

esuess@greenwoodhills.org.

WILLOWBANK, BERMUDA
Dr. Dave Reid (IA) will be the
speaker Jun. 12-18 at Willowbank,
Bermuda. If you are planning a vaca-
tion, and wish to fellowship with
other assembly believers and enjoy
ministry from God’s Word, contact:

Mark Kolchin
PO Box 305
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

ASSEMBLY NAME CHANGE

Properties Christian Assembly,

i has changed its name to:

Northside Bible Fellowship

2911 Edmonton Trail NE

Calgary, AB T2E 3NS5

North Hill Gospel Hall assembly

closed December, 1998. The building
i was given to the Properties Assembly.
i Most of those remaining in fellow-

ship at the North Hill assembly

joined the fellowship at what is now
¢ Northside Bible Fellowship. On the
¢ first Lord’s Day, the new building
i was full to capacity.

NEW ASSEMBLY IN IA CITY
An assembly of believers is now

meeting weekly in Iowa City. For
i more information, call Dave at (319)
i 351-4601 or e-mail Tim at:

tfrewing@blue.weeg.uiowa.edu.

HOPEFUL
Camp Hope (Augusta, GA) is in

i Phase II of construction on a multi-
i purpose building which will house a
¢ gym, dining hall, kitchen, and meet-
ing rooms. Their commitment is to
build only as funds are in hand.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Logos School (Cyprus) requires a

teacher of High School Mathematics
i to Advanced Level, starting Sept.

1999, pv. The candidate should have

computing experience and at least 3
i years teaching experience. For more
¢ on this Christian school, see:

www.logos.ac.cy
fax 357 5 335578
e-mail pr@logos.ac.cy

COMMENDATIONS

Eddie and Shirley Hanna

After eight years of service in

Thailand, Eddie and Shirley Hanna,
i through prayer and consultation with

their commending assembly, believe
that God is leading them to withdraw
from foreign missionary service.
Accordingly, the assembly has with-
drawn their commendation as full-
time workers.

The Hanna’s will be seeking
God’s will for their future plans.
Eddie is presently seeking secular
employment in the Wichita, KS,
area. They are in happy fellowship at
Westside Bible Chapel.

HOME CALLS
Vivien Walden

On December 30, Vivien Walden
from Minneapolis, MN passed away
after only two weeks of fighting
acute leukemia. She was 88. She
with her late husband were a vital
part of assembly life in MN. She was
given to hospitality and “oft
refreshed” the saints.

Ted Carlson

Ted was born in 1929 in
Wakefield, NE, and raised by parents
who were not believers. At the age of
16, he was born again and a few
years later moved to Chicago to
attend Emmaus Bible School.

In 1964, the Oak Forest Bible
Chapel (IL) commended him to the
work of the Lord in Japan, where he
ministered to local assemblies. He
also taught English part-time at the
university which led to opportunities
for Bible studies. Some of the stu-
dents became Christians, many of
whom are going on well for the Lord.

When Ted’s health began to fail he
returned to the US in 1992.
Diagnosed with colon cancer, he was
given 6 month to live. The Lord saw
fit to give him six-and-a-half years,
during which time he lived in Omaha
(NE), ministering at Keystone Bible
Chapel and other area assemblies.

Sound in mind and conscious
until the last hours, the Lord took
him home on January 9, 1999.
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The murder of
Graham Staines

Graham Staines was born in
Palmwoods, Queensland (Australia)
to a godly mother who sought to
teach her three boys and one daughter
in the ways of God. Though their
father attended church occasionally,
he had difficulty with alcohol, which
often led to problems in the home.

At the age of 10, Graham accept-
ed the Lord Jesus Christ as his per-
sonal Saviour. He was baptized and
felt the call to missionary service in
his early teens. He was involved in
house-to-house visitation and Sunday
school work of the Baptist church,
and in Scripture Union beach mis-
sions.

After high school, Graham studied
accounting and worked for six years,
during which time he felt the call to
India. After two years at Queensland
Bible Institute, he was accepted by
the Evangelical Missionary Society
in Mayurbhanj and arrived in India
on January 18, 1965.

Gladys (Weatherhead) was born
into a dairy-farming Christian family
in Ipswich, Queensland, and from an
early age was involved with the
Ipswich Gospel Hall. She was con-
verted at age 13 and later was bap-
tized and received into fellowship
there. She became a nurse—a job that
took her to various parts of Australia
(1968-1976).

In 1981, Gladys joined Operation
Mobilization and served with them in
Singapore, Malaysia, Europe and
India.

While she was with an evangelis-
tic girls’ team in Orissa, their work
took them to Mayurbhanj where
Graham was working mostly in vil-

lage evangelism along with a team of

¢ with

young national Christians. Though
i they had grown up in neighboring

districts in Queensland, God took

i them to India to meet. Graham and

Gladys were married in Australia on

{ August 6, 1983.

The couple were commended by

the Moranbah Christian Fellowship

and the Ipswich Gospel Chapel.
Their work until recently included
a leprosy home, teaching and guid-
ance for the village churches, help
translation of the New
Testament in the tribal language,
administration, and overseeing

national staff, including sending out

evangelistic teams.
On Sunday, Jan. 24, 1999, Graham
and his two sons were killed when a

i baying mob trapped them in their
: jeep and set it on fire in a remote vil-

lage in the eastern State of Orissa.
More than 40 Hindus, brandishing
staves and bars, and chanting slogans,
stormed the village on Saturday
searching for Mr. Staines, who had
organized a two-day Christian camp.

Desperate villagers and church

i workers tried in vain to put out the

flames, which took hold of the jeep

where Mr. Staines and the two boys
i had been sleeping because of the

cold. Others who had been assisting

in the camp were staying with village

families.
Subhankar

Ghosh, a college

teacher who helped with the camp,

said the mob, which stormed the vil-

The burned remains of the vehicle torched by the Hindu mob

lage at about 12:15 AMm, barricaded
the doors of homes so they could not
escape to help the Staines.

Dr. Ghosh said the mob had
chanted “Bajrang Bali” (refers to a
goddess), linking those involved to
the Bajrang Dal, a militant Hindu
group with links to Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s Hindu
nationalist party. Dara Singh is the
supposed leader of the attack. “It
seems that it was all very well-
planned,” he said.

Gladys responded to the news of
her family’s deaths with unwavering
faith in God. “I’m sorry that the peo-
ple could do this to Graham but I’'m
not angry because I believe my hus-
band and Timothy and Philip were
called by God and that they were
willing to die. I’'m thankful that God
allowed him to suffer for His sake.”

The murders shook India, which
has been rocked by an onslaught of
violence against Christians by radi-
cal Hindus, who claim tribal peoples
are being forcibly converted to
Christianity. Militant Hindu leaders
said Christians now are a greater
“threat” than the one posed by
Muslims, who constitute around 13
percent of India’s 950 million peo-
ple. Christians make up 2.5 percent.

—from a report sent to Uplook by
the Australian Missionary Tidings,
and information gathered from the
New Delhi Daily Telegraph and the
Sydney Morning Herald, Jan 25. ©
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WHAT’S GOING ON?

ETHICAL QUESTIONS

The US National Institutes of
Health (NIH) announced Jan. 19 that :
the Clinton Administration plans to :
fund research on embryonic stem ‘:
cells. Supporters say the research :
could open doors to miracle cures for :
problems ranging from Parkinson’s :
disease to diabetes. Critics say the :
decision could lead to harvesting of

unborn children for profit.

Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) called ‘:
the announcement “the latest step by
the Clinton administration to treat :
human beings as property to be :
manipulated and destroyed.” Smith :
spoke against using federal funds to :
“experiment with cells obtained from
human beings ruthlessly killed in the

first weeks of life.”

Embryonic stem cells exist briefly

at an early stage of human develop-

ment. Cells quickly differentiate and :
become specialized, but stem cells :
can turn themselves into nearly any of :
the body’s 210 cell types. Researchers
believe they could be used to create :
“spare parts” for patients with various

ailments. —mcjonline.com

DON’T STOP PRAYING!

New Tribes Mission has received
two separate reports within the last :

Rick Tenenoff

Dave Mankins

Mark Rich

six months indicating that Dave :
Mark Rich and Rick :
Tenenoff are still alive. NTM has
investigated both of these reports and
views them as credible. Also, these
reports are consistent with similar :
reports received over the last 24 :
they give :
renewed hope that the kidnappers are
willing to negotiate the release of the

Mankins,

months. In addition,

three missionaries. January 31, 1999
marked the six-year anniversary of
their abduction. —MNN

PHYSICALLY FREE

Christians on the Maldive Islands
off the coast of India are rejoicing at
the latest event there involving a
group of imprisoned believers. The
intervention of the WEF Religious
Liberty Commission and the
Evangelical Fellowship of Sri Lanka
was cited as one reason restrictions
were lifted on a group of Maldivian
Christians, some of whom spent over
four months in prison. We suspect
another reason was the prayers of the
saints (see the Oct. 98 Uplook). The
believers are physically free but seri-
ous questions remain over their free-
dom to practice their faith. —MNN

TVGUARDIAN

TVGuardian (TVG) bills itself as
“The Foul Language Filter” for your
TV. The device, which connects
between your VCR and your TV,
searches closed-captioning for offen-
sive words and phrases. It has two fil-
tering options: “tolerant” (allows less
offensive language, including taking
the Lord’s name in vain) and “strict”
(does a thorough job of cleaning up
TV’s often smutty act).

There is a TVG closed captioning
switch which allows you to see the
dialogue text on your TV screen—
minus the bad words.

For more information, call 888-
799-4TVG or visit their website at
www.tvguardian.com

—Computing Today (Jan/Feb. 99)

AT IT AGAIN

In the latest battle over religious
authority, Israel’s Interior Minister
has asked the Supreme Court to over-
turn a decision recognizing Reform
and Conservative conversions. A
recent groundbreaking decision by a
Jerusalem district court recognized
the validity of non-Orthodox conver-

sions in Israel. It
also ordered the
Interior Ministry
to register 23
converts as Jews
in Israel’s popu-
lation registry, all
of whom under-
went part or all of their conversion
process in Israel. Earlier, Israeli
court rulings had recognized only
non-Orthodox conversions per-
formed abroad. While the Reform
and Conservative movements pre-
dominate in the US, they have only a
small following in Israel. —/nternet

BLESSING IN HAITI

Some of the believers from the
assemblies in the Dominican
Republic had an extremely encour-
aging series of gospel meetings
recently in Ouanaminthe, Haiti. Up
to 1500 people were at some of those

017 andan fa
e | eV f"’;'.'i...-
- ,,..':_n. A

meetings and more than 50 professed
to be saved. The Dominican brethren
are not the “easy believism” type,
satisfied with a nod of the head or
the show of a hand in an emotional
meeting. They wanted to see genuine
conversions—and they did!

Four of those who professed were
voodoo witches who brought all their
altars, shrines, and other parapherna-
lia and made a big bonfire on the
road in front of their homes.

Years ago, the Christians in the
Dominican Republic were taught,
“Prayer is taking hold of God’s will-
ingness rather than overcoming His
reluctance.” They prayed and were
not surprised when the Lord heard
their prayers and saved a number of
souls during their gospel outreach.

—Nudgings O
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BOUQUET OF BLESSING

DOUBLE TROUBLE

We have trouble both as sons of Adam and as sons of God.

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared

with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Romans 8 18
—— . —
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One of the surest tests for diamonds is the “water test.””  Sometime when all life’s lessons have been learned
A jeweler says, “An imitation diamond is never so brilliant 4, suns and stars forevermore have set,
as a genuine stone. If your eye is not experienced enough
to detect the difference, a simple test is to place the dia-
mond under water. The imitation diamond is practically
extinguished. A genuine diamond sparkles under water Wil flash before us out of life's dark night,
and is distinctly visible. If you place a genuine stone  And we shall see how all God's plans are right,

beside an imitation under water, the contrast will be And what then seemed reproof was love most true.
apparent to the least experienced eye.”

Many seem confident of their faith so long as they
have no trials; but when the waters of sorrow and afflic-
tion overflow them, their faith loses its brilliancy. It is We must not tear the close-shut leaves apart.
under these circumstances that the true children of God Time will reveal the calyxes of gold.

shine as genuine jewels. And when, through patient toil, we reach the land

So it must be our care to provide for afflic- Where our tired feet, with sandals loosed, may rest,
tions; for to prevent them altogether we cannot;  Where we shall clearly see and understand,
but prepare for them we must; to treasure up I think that we shall say, “God knew the best.”

God’s promises, and store our souls with grace ] .
and spiritual comforts, and firm resolutions in ~ 1hese things I have spoken unto you, that in

God’s strength to bear up and to hold on: we Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall
need to be well “shod with the preparation of the ~ have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15). —John Bunyan ~ overcome the world. John 16:33

The things which our weak judgments here have spurned,

The things o’er which we grieved with lashes wet,

But not today. Then be content, poor heart,
God's plans like lilies pure and white unfold,;
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DARE TO THINK

THE REPROACHES OF CHRIST

Western Christians may know little about suffering. But this much should be true.

here is a suffering which every Christian must

T endure if he is to be used by the Lord. The

book of Hebrews describes this when we are

told of Moses who chose “rather to suffer

affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the plea-

sures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of

Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt...”

(Heb. 11:25, 26). Those not willing to endure affliction

for His Name’s sake will find, at the end of their labors
for Christ, superficiality in the spiritual harvest.

Bearing reproach for Christ’s sake deepens our faith
in God, diminishes our self-sufficiency, and releases the
power of God to work. This biblical truth
makes us uncomfortable in our comfort-
able age. But it is unquestionably true.
Those whom the Lord chooses to greatly
use will know something of the hammer
and chisel from the Lord’s hand. The
Sculptor must strike the stone with many
carefully measured blows before a form-
less shape becomes a thing of beauty.

Job tells us of the ways of God when
he writes, “Behold, happy is the man
whom God correcteth: therefore despise §
not thou the chastening of the Almighty:
for He maketh sore, and bindeth up: He
woundeth, and His hands make whole -
(Job 5:17-18). Our Lord uses the crucible
of suffering to mold our character, refine
our obedience, and strengthen our passion for God.

It is striking to note what suffering will do in the life
of a follower of Christ. All seasoned servants of God
have known something of suffering. Our minds turn to
the prophets Jeremiah, Elijah, Isaiah, then on to the apos-
tle Paul in Rome, John on the Isle of Patmos, and down
through the annals of church history to the Reformers,
and the innumerable missionaries, and servants of God
who have suffered profoundly for Christ’s sake. There is
nothing like this kind of experience with God to radical-
ly transform our lives. Those who have suffered deeply
know well the frailty of the flesh, the faithfulness of
Christ, and need of dependence on Him.

Frank Holmes, in his book Brother Indeed, the biog-
raphy of Robert Chapman, illustrates this truth with the
story of the conversion of Eliza Gilbert. This young fac-
tory worker, on hearing the gospel powerfully preached
in the almshouses at Pilton in Barnstable, was wonder-
fully saved. Soon she expressed a desire to honor the
Lord in baptism, yet her mother forbade her. Eliza con-
fided to Chapman, “My mother declares that when I go
out of the house to the service it will be to leave home for
the last time.” Despite the threat, Eliza was baptized. As
the congregation broke up, many followed her as she
walked home; in a few moments she was out again. “The

7 sight of her wet hair had infuriated her
. mother who now stood on the threshold
“ barring her entrance, and cried, ‘Go
away. Never come back. I’ll have no dis-
senters in this house.””

Afterwards, Eliza became gravely ill and
her mother refused to visit her for three
years; speaking of Chapman, she once
~ remarked, “I wish the chapel would fall
on his head.” Eliza was eventually
restored to full health and many in her
family were also saved. But her mother
= would resist the pleadings the Spirit of
God and was not saved until she was past
the age of eighty.'

Suffering the reproach of Christ is a holy
fire whose refining flames burn away the
dross of prayerlessness, spiritual indifference, and a com-
passionless Christianity.

Suffering is also an indispensable part of a Christian
soldier’s armor, fitting him for spiritual warfare. Peter
writes, “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind...”
(1 Pet. 4:1). A “mind to suffer” is the piece of armor
which will protect us against the Adversary when he
attacks us at our weakest point. If we lack this piece of
our spiritual armor, we will be woefully unfit for true
spiritual battle. There are Christians who enter the heat of
battle unprepared, and when they experience a season of
suffering, are greatly surprised at adversity and hardship.

by DAVID DUNLAP
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THE REPROACHES OF CHRIST

Thus the devil gains the advantage. Such Christians
often fall in battle.

Others, who endure affliction for Christ’s sake, do so
with the conscious understanding of its preciousness and
eternal value. Those who are armed with a mind to suf-
fer will go on steadfastly for the Lord, despite intense
hardship and adversity. Such Christians realize that
scholarly acclaim, prominent position, wealth, and title
all pale in contrast with the Lord’s commendation, “Well
done, good and faithful servant.”

William Kelly, an early leader among the so-called
“Plymouth Brethren,” understood this truth well. He was
recognized as an outstanding Greek scholar and a
learned Hebraist. C. H. Spurgeon, in his book 4 Guide to
Commentaries, commenting on Kelly’s intellectual abil-
ity, said, “Kelly has a mind born for the universe.” In
1860, Kelly published a critical edition of the book of
Revelation, which Professor Heinrich Ewald of
Gottingen, a prominent German scholar, declared to be
the best piece of English work of its kind that he had ever
seen. In our own generation, Prof. F. F. Bruce, formerly
of the University of Manchester, praised Kelly’s knowl-
edge of the original languages: “It is the manifest mas-
tery of Greek usage which make his commentaries, espe-
cially those on Paul’s epistles, so valuable. It was his
wide and accurate acquaintance with Greek usage that
made problem texts plain to him. It is not knowledge
gained by a grammar book or dictionary but an acquain-
tance with Greek usage which is the fruit of long and
patient study.”

A distinguished professor in Dublin once approached
Kelly and urged him to consider a professorship at one of
the leading universities in the city by proposing, “Why
don’t you settle here in Dublin? You could earn a great
deal of money and make a name for yourself in the
world.” To which Kelly replied, “For which world?
Would I have a name...in the present one...or in the
world to come?”” Shortly before he passed away in 1906,
William Kelly commented to a friend at his bedside,
“There are three things that are real—the cross, the
enmity of the world, and the love of God.””

God’s choicest servants have been those who have
meant business for Him; they did not hesitate to deny
self, to give up name, position, and financial gain for His
sake. C. H. Spurgeon wrote to his son, “It would not
please me if God meant you to be a missionary, and you
were to die a millionaire. I should not like it, were you
fitted to be a missionary, that you should drivel down to
be a king. What are all the kings and all the nobles when
put together, compared with the dignity of winning souls
for Christ...?” Those who had the greatest impact on the
world below were those concerned about the world

above. Paul wrote, “I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things...” (Phil. 3:8).

There is also a suffering of the reproaches of Christ
because of our convictions concerning New Testament
church truth. There will be some who will misconstrue a
passionate love for Christ’s church and our separation
from all that dishonors His Name, assailing us for being
narrow-minded and unloving. Others may misunderstand
our sincere desire to gather to the Lord Jesus Christ alone
in simplicity, and thereby belittle our gatherings as out of
step with current trends. Yet others who attend our efforts
in the clear and simple presentation of the gospel may
charge that our “Church Growth” methods are old fash-
ioned. Or observing the sisters’ covering of their heads in
in the local assembly, some will harshly label their sub-
mission to the headship of Christ as legalism.

Others yet will observe the absence of one ordained
“pastor” and conclude that the assembly is disorganized
and is not a “real church.” Some will criticize our empha-
sis on serious Bible study, spiritual fellowship, prayer,
and worship, while setting aside the newer trends of
drama, entertainment, and contemporary rock music, as
a lack of concern for the social development and
well-being of our young people. Some may note our non-
involvement with certain movements and trends, and
condemn us as being divisive and ungracious.

However, the Scriptures counsel us: “If ye be
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you™ (1 Pet. 4:14).
Such suffering honors Him through the holy desire to be
conformed to His image. This conforming work in our
lives means that His convictions will become our convic-
tions; those things which break His heart, will break our
hearts; and as He has suffered, we will also have a mind
to likewise suffer.

George Mueller of Bristol has set forth the essence of
suffering the reproach of Christ when he writes, “There
was a day I died, utterly died, died to George Mueller, his
opinions, preferences, tastes, and will...died to the
world, its approval or blame, even of my brethren and
friends...and since then I have studied only to show
myself approved unto God.” Let us, therefore, go “out-
side the camp” and joyfully take our place with Christ,
bearing His reproaches in a hostile world. (1)

1 Frank Holmes, Brother Indeed (Kilmarnock: John
Ritchie, 1988), pp. 27-28

2 FE E Bruce, In Retrospect: Remembrance of Things
Past (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), p. 293

3 Hy. Pickering, Chief Men Among the Brethren
(Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux, 1986), p. 105
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The suffering Church today

Country by country, a sampling of the persecution being perpetrated against
Christians with hardly a whisper of objection from the West.

STAFF REPORT

THE WEST has enjoyed economic prosperity and wielded international power, but declining morals are rotting these
nations from within. The liberal, anti-Christian attitude of the media elite is taking effect increasingly in the general
population. The “sin” of intolerance is becoming the only offense. Broken families, abortion, homosexuality, random
violence, substance abuse, dishonesty, cynicism and fatalism are becoming part of daily life. A false view of the separa-
tion of church and state (it has become the separation of government from morality) has led to limiting the public
exercise of Christianity such as praying in the name of the Lord Jesus, or publicly reading the Bible.Yet one can’t help
but wonder how many of these freedoms we have given away rather than them having been taken from us.

Bob Steiple (former president of World Vision) was recently appointed by the US State Department as ambas-
sador at large for freedom from religious persecution. Time will tell if he will be able to make progress against the
special interests of big business that regularly overlook human rights violations in favor of increased profits.

Michael Horowitz is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute. In 1995, in an editorial in the Wall Street Journal, he
called on Americans in general and Jews in particular to speak out against “growing and large-scale persecution of
evangelicals and Christian converts.” Subsequently he wrote a letter to 150 US mission boards, “l am writing because
| am pained and puzzled at the relative lack of interest shown by many within the religious community of fellow
Christians who are now increasingly persecuted—as Christians and for their beliefs alone—throughout the world.”

In response, David Stravers, vice president of the Bible League, gave two reasons: American Christians for the
most part are not interested in anything that happens outside of the United States; and many American Christians
refuse to believe what is reported because it is so far outside their experience.

God help us to learn from Him how to weep with those that weep (Rom. 12:15). (1)

AFGHANISTAN: the “crossroads of Central Asia” has 48,000

mosques and not one church building. Civil war has resulted in

7,000,000 refugees. One of the least reached lands in the
world. Non-Muslims are denied freedom of assembly and open

profession of Christ often leads to death. Ministry to those who

fled the war has led to a significant number of conversions.

ALGERIA: 80% of the land mass is Sahara Desert; more than
90% of the population lives north of the Atlas Mountains.
Christians make up less than one percent. Recent heavy fight-
ing between Muslim revivalists and the army could lead to civil
war. Algeria’s religious and social pressures attempt to force
Christian girls to marry Muslims. The plight of Algeria’s women,
some of whom have had acid thrown in their faces for refusing
to wear a veil, has drawn attention from the West. But the
situation of non-Muslim people in Algeria seems to be ignored.

BANGLADESH: one of the world’s poorest nations. Gross over-
population and periodic natural disasters such as floods and
cyclones with enormous loss of life. In 1988, Islam became the

official religion. Believers are often denied access to public
water wells by Muslims. These extremists have also destroyed
many of the Christians’ rickshaws, their only source of income.

BHUTAN: isolated from the outside world until 1949. Christian
witness tightly restricted until 1965. The country stayed open

: for over two decades until it became obvious Christianity was

making headway. Since a new restrictive atmosphere has taken
hold, missions are allowed to operate only in humanitarian pro-

jects, and if they don’t evangelize. Buddhism is the state religion.

Public worship and proselytism by any other religion is illegal.
Some are being saved through the witness of Indian believers

visiting Bhutan. One need is a Bible in the Dzongkha language.

BRUNEI: one of the wealthiest nations, entirely dependent on
oil, with estimated reserves for 25 years. Constitutional guar-
antees for religious freedom are eroding; no evangelism is
allowed among Muslims. The government denies entry to
Christian workers and bans teaching materials and Bibles. Only
Islam is taught in the schools.
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THE SUFFERING CHURCH TODAY

CAMBODIA (KAMPUCHEA): in recent decades has suffered as
much as any nation on earth; more than 1,000,000 of the
7,000,000 died of torture and starvation. The suffering of
Christians, if possible, has been worse.An estimated 90% of all
Protestants were killed. The religious ban was lifted in 1990, but
now Buddhism is the state religion. There is more freedom in
many places, but local officials can still be repressive.

CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS: released from the control of USSR
in the ’90s. Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Chechneya,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Azerbaijan. With release from Soviet
control, the Caucasus has become “a nightmare of war and

man to talk about religion; banning private religious instruction,
and outlawing any church with fewer than one hundred
members. Church leaders who fail to comply are subject to
heavy fines, labor camps, and confiscation of church property.
Christians in both Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan have been
warned that they will lose their registration if they evangelize
among Muslims. Muslim and Orthodox clerics cooperatively
oppose all Protestant missionary work. Similarly, in July of 1995,

call for “foreign religious associations” to be banned. Armenian
Christians suffer continued “ethnic cleansing” in the area.

# CHINA: third largest country by land mass, largest by popu-
lation (one quarter of the world’s people). The growth of the
Church in China has no parallels in history. More than 90% of

China’s Christians are not a part of the official state church.The

house churches are reminiscent of the book of Acts. Especially
since 1994, hundreds of house churches have been closed, their
leaders imprisoned and tortured. In Shanghai alone, more than
300 house churches were closed in April 1996.Yet the church

in China than there are in all of Western Europe combined.”

COMORO ISLANDS: four volcanic islands between Madagascar
and Mozambique. The Republic declared itself independent
from France in 1975. The islanders were unevangelized before
1973. Although strongly Muslim, many are deeply involved in
occult practices and spirit possession. All open Christian wit-
ness is forbidden in this Islamic state. Christian missionaries
work in the local hospitals, but are not allowed to share their

faith. Less than one percent of the population knows Christ, and

those who meet openly are persecuted.

CUBA: ninety miles off the Florida Straits, the largest island in
the Caribbean. One of the last champions of communism
(since Castro’s revolution in 1959). Cuba’s constitution was
amended in 1992 to guarantee freedom of religion, but
Christians are still imprisoned and churches destroyed. In 1996,

i the Ministry of Justice ordered the closure of all house church-

es, estimated between 3,000 and 10,000. Thankfully, most did
not comply. Recently a quantity of William MacDonald’s one

i volume Bible commentary was received into Cuba with per-

mission. Regular trips by North American assembly believers

i take humanitarian aid and bring encouragement to the saints.

CYPRUS: a number of Christian organizations ministering to
surrounding Middle East states are based in Cyprus. There is
extreme social pressure on evangelicals to belong to the tradi-

tional Orthodox Church.The few missionaries who minister to
i the Greek majority face much opposition. The north is almost

massacre.” A harsh religious law went into effect in 1998 making :
it illegal for anyone except a Uzbek government-certified clergy- :

completely Muslim; no open Christian activity is allowed.

EGYPT: 1995 population of 60.5 million in a country that is
96% desert. One out of every 5 lives in Cairo. Egypt has the
Middle East’s largest Christian community, with hundreds of
New Testament assemblies. Until recently, Christians were left
in relative peace (as long as Muslims were not evangelized). But
Islamic militants are gaining influence with every economic set-
back.The country’s constitution gives preference to Muslims.

i The government uses an 1856 law to keep any church from
during the debate on Kazakhstan’s new constitution, there was a

being built, repaired, or even repainted without the permission
of Egypt’s president. Particularly in upper Egypt, militant
Muslims are targeting Christians for murder, assault, theft, and
destruction of property. In January, the London Telegraph
reported that Egypt’s Christians had been viciously attacked by
Muslim militants. The paper said police stood by or even partic-
ipated as men, women, and children were beaten and tortured.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA: 190 years under Spanish rule, it
emerged in 1969 as a dictatorship. The following decade
brought incredible oppression on the people. With help from

i the Soviets, Marcias Nguema murdered tens of thousands of
grows on. “There are more Christians attending church services :

people.A military coup in 1979 brought about a one-party
presidential government. Before independence, it was one of

i the most prosperous countries of West Africa, but has turned

into one of the poorest. It will take years for this land to
recover from the effects of economic devastation, murder, and

i the exile of virtually all educated citizens. Proselytism and the

registration of new denominations are not allowed.

ETHIOPIA: a country with strong Christian influence since the
fourth century. Marxist revolution in 1974 overthrew Haile
Selassie. Following the revolution, the Marxist regime persecut-
ed the Church, especially evangelicals, with many church build-
ings destroyed and congregations scattered. Since 1991, when

i the Marxist state collapsed, the once persecuted Orthodox

Church has become the persecutor, especially of evangelicals.

INDONESIA: 13,500 islands of which 3,000 are inhabited,
including Java, Sumatra, Bali, Irian Jaya. The world’s fourth
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THE SUFFERING CHURCH TODAY

most populous nation on earth (195,623,000). Suharto recent-  :

ly brought to power his Muslim successor, Jusuf Habibie. During
the upheaval that ensued, Christians had their homes and shops
raided and burned; many were beaten, raped, and killed. The
government promotes Panca Sila—Dbelief in one God, and then
all may choose to follow Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, or
Hinduism—but Muslims receive preferential treatment. In the
last decade, mobs of Muslims have burned or destroyed more
than 500 church buildings, killing several Christians. At the end
of January, police reported riots in the eastern part of the
country that claimed the lives of 47 Christians.

# IRAN: the powerhouse for exporting fundamentalist Islam
to the Middle East and beyond. Shi'a Islam is the state religion.
Although the government claims to guarantee the rights of
Christians, all deviations from the state religion leads to severe
persecution. The press is censored. Ministry among Muslims is
prohibited, and spies are infiltrated into Christian groups.

IRAQ: site of the ancient Assyrian and Babylonian empires.
Although suffering heavy damage in the 1991 Gulf War, ruth-
less suppression of dissent and evasion of UN sanctions have

enabled some restoring of military strength and economic life.
i Although purportedly there is religious freedom, the military

The repressive power of the government is held solely by
Saddam Hussein. Religions are accepted by their degree of
loyalty to Saddam’s regime. Christians may not undertake
missionary activity or hold services outside designated regions.

KUWAIT: a wedge of desert between Iraq and Saudi Arabia.
Deeply affected by the 1991 Gulf War with the loss of 1.1 mil-

religion. Non-Muslims are socially discriminated against. Though
the Gulf War resulted in some loosening of the strict religious
rules, full freedom of worship and witness is far from realized.

# LAOS: independent from France in 1954; Assembly mission-
aries have seen significant breakthrough among the Hmong,
Khmu, and Ngeq peoples in the past. Evangelism is strictly
prohibited and it is illegal to bring in foreign publications.
Christian workers are rumored to be jailed for their faith.

LIBYA: more than 90% of the land is desert. Oil wealth has
financed revolutionary movements and promoted Islam in

many nations. Christians deal with fierce secularizing forces. No :

form of witness is allowed from Christians, who compose only
three percent of the population. This Christian community is
mostly foreign; there is only a handful of indigenous Christians.

MALDIVES: 1,200 coral islands southwest of Sri Lanka. The
Maldivians are among the least evangelized on earth. There
have never been any resident missionaries. The government is

committed to greater Islamization to preserve national unity. All

citizens are required to be Muslims. No Christian church build-
ings are allowed; open worship results in severe punishment.

MAURITANIA: all desert; a 20-year drought has devastated the
land; 200 days of sandstorms per year. Only Sunni Muslims
may be citizens. The only Christian church service allowed is
restricted to foreign Christians. The constitutional guarantees of

i freedom and religious liberty do not extend to Christians.

Mauritanians who confess Christ face the death penalty.

# MOROCCO: northwest corner of Africa. The government is
committed to preserving Islam as the religion of all its people.
Christians are forced to minister only to expatriates since
attempting to convert a Muslim can bring severe repercussions

from the government. Rachid Cohen, a Moroccan Jew who had

been saved, was arrested Sept. 12, 1995. During his incarcera-

tion, he was tortured as long as 10 hours a day. He was burned
i with cigarettes, fed only scraps of bread, shocked repeatedly,

and abused in other unimaginable ways. He was released on
Sept. 23 because British Parliamentarians had made enquiries.

MYANMAR (BURMA): Buddhism is no longer the state religion,
but it still has great influence on governmental affairs.

dictatorship controls all religious activity. There is growing ani-
mosity to Christianity and favoritism toward Buddhism again.

# NORTH KOREA: the most repressive and isolated Communist
regime in the world. North Korea denies its citizens every kind

of human rights. Kim Il Sung, dictator from1948-1994 (now
lion expatriates, $30 billion in damages. Sunni Islam is the state :

replaced by his son), forced the people to essentially worship
him.Yet because of massive flooding and famine, North Korea’s
isolationist government has been forced to open its borders to
humanitarian aid from foreign countries. A US congressional
delegation that visited North Korea last summer said perhaps
5-800,000 people are dying annually from hunger or starvation-
related sicknesses. With the rivers now frozen between China
and Korea, some are trying to escape. Imagine your dream
being to escape to China! Most are shot by Korean border

i guards.Yet in spite of ruthless repression over five decades, it is

estimated that there are 400,000 Christians there, who must
practice their faith in deep secrecy and constant danger.

OMAN: the southeastern tip of the Arabian peninsula. Ibadi
Islam is the state religion. Only expatriates can openly practice

their Christianity. This work is quite vigorous (70% of the work-
i force is expatriate.) The government policies have caused local

Christians to flee the country. There is only one indigenous
Christian group known to exist, with only around 20 believers.

PAKISTAN: an Islamic republic facing a daunting array of
problems including corruption, population explosion, lack of
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water, 40% of government funds squandered on the military.

The government is attempting to Islamize public life through the

legal system and taxation. This is eroding the constitutional
rights of Christians and other minorities. A blasphemy law calls
for life imprisonment or death for anyone who insults the

prophet Mohammed. Several Christians have been martyred and
i TUNISIA: the homeland of Cyprian and Tertullian; once a

some are presently in prison on this charge.

QATAR: the strict Wahhabi form of Sunni Islam is the official

religion. Witness to Muslims is strictly forbidden and only expa-

triate Christians are allowed to meet. The Anglican church is
granted official status; all other believers must meet privately in
homes. Qatari Christians have suffered much for their faith.

* SAUDI ARABIA: most of the Arabian Peninsula, it is almost all

desert but contains 25% of the world’s known oil reserves.
Now one of the least evangelized countries on earth. When
Islam gained control of Saudi Arabia 1,300 years ago, all
Christians were expelled. Believers are treated no better today.
They have been arrested, imprisoned, and beheaded because of
their faith. Even foreign Christians visiting Saudi Arabia are not
allowed to meet together and worship. Since 1992, more than

were arrested for taking part in private worship. Despite the
threat of persecution, the followers of Christ press on, finding
innovative ways to meet and encourage each other.

# SOMALIA: after the Marxist regime of the 70’s destroyed the
economy, the Horn of Africa as a viable state exists no more.
But the various competing warlords agree about one thing: the
dominance of Islam. Somali Christians have faced intense
opposition and are forced to practice their faith in secret.

SRI LANKA: large island southeast of India, with a population
exceeding 20 million. This fertile island with its palm-lined
beaches is a potential paradise, but since the early 1980s
violence has reigned. Civil war broke out in 1983 between the
Buddhist Sinhala and Hindu Tamils, and since then Sri Lanka has
been in a near-continuous state of emergency. Many Sri Lankans
have negative attitudes toward believers, perceiving Christianity
as a foreign religion and a colonial imposition. Today believers
are persecuted by the Buddhist majority and face restrictions
on choice of profession and access to education.

# SUDAN: Approximately 30,000,000 inhabitants in Africa’s
largest country. Paul Marshall (Their Blood Cries Out, p. |8)
states, “Sudan is probably the worst practitioner of religious
persecution.” The Muslim government has declared a jihad, or
holy war, against the mostly Christian south. Omar Hassan
al-Turabi, an Islamic leader, has stated: anyone who opposes
Islam “has no future.” Muslim university students are told they
can keep whatever they pillage if they join the war against non-

Muslims. Since 1985, two million have perished due to the geno-
cide. Famine has also plagued the country. Families in the south
are terrorized—fathers killed, mothers raped, and children sold
into slavery. There is an extensive “food for conversion to
Islam” policy.Yet many Sudanese believers remain strong.

strong Christian influence. In this Islamic state, tolerance is
shown to foreign Christians but no one is allowed to evange-
lize. Indigenous believers are isolated; many have migrated, leav-
ing few to share their faith. Less than one percent claims Christ.

TURKEY: historically Islam’s chief protagonist, it is currently a

secular state. However, there are severe restrictions for non-
Muslims. Despite constitutional guarantees of freedom, believers
in Turkey find it difficult to carry on religious activities while
under Muslim influence. But the government, seemingly afraid of
rising militant Islam, have recently allowed some gospel radio.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: seven emirates ruled by monarchs.
Sunni Islam is the religion of the state. There is freedom to

i worship and witness only in the expatriate communities:
360 cases have been documented in which Christian expatriates :

English, Indian, and Filipino language groups. Social work and
Christian schools are severely restricted. Christian organiza-

i tions find it difficult to work because of government control.

* VIETNAM: a country continually at war between 1941-85.
Still outwardly Communist. The constitutional guarantees of
religious freedom are meaningless. Government policy is aimed
at controlling all religious movements. The religious deception
of animism, witchcraft, and Buddhism also generate additional
challenges. But the sowing of the gospel until 1975 is now bear-
ing fruit. Evangelicals have doubled in number between 1985-92.

* YEMEN: the southwest tip of the Arabian peninsula. Home
of the queen of Sheba. Islam is now the official religion. Once

{ two nations, the north wants full implementation of Islamic law
: while the south takes a more moderate stance. One of the least

evangelized countries, the majority of believers are expatriates.

0000000000000 000000000 O0OCOCGOSGOSOIGS
This is not an exhaustive list. There are also abuses of believers

in many other areas of the world. O

* The worst offenders in showing tolerance to Christians,

as tabulated by Open Doors ministry (1998). Based on 31

criteria; six are Muslim states, four are Communist.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

The Voice of the Martyrs: PO. Box 443, Bartlesville, OK 74005
website: www.persecution.com/country

Open Doors USA: PO Box 27001 Santa Ana, CA 92799
website: www.opendoors.org
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PROPHETIC VIEW

The time of Great Trouble

In a few words, this master theologian paints in broad strokes the outline of this
dark chapter in human history.

HENRY THIESSEN
CHRIST
h . RULES FROM
e revival HEAVEN

of interest

in prophecy

during the

last century

has restored to the

Church the doctrine of

the Second Coming of

Christ; but it has brought

with it different interpre-

tations as to the details

connected with that

event. For the most part the Church

has returned to the premillennial
view of Christ’s return.

Among premillennialists there is a

our Lord’s return. Although the
majority probably hold that the
Church will be taken before the
Tribulation, there is a revival of the
teaching that it will pass through that
time on earth. Some also teach that
the Church will pass through half or
most of the Tribulation.

In addition to this, there are some
who believe in a partial rapture, hold-
ing that the spiritually mature will be
caught up before the Tribulation, but
that the unspiritual believers will
remain on earth for that hour of trial.

THE NATURE OF THE TRIBULATION

What do we mean by the
Tribulation? By the Tribulation we

unparalleled trouble and sorrow on
the earth. In Daniel 12:1, it is spoken
of as “a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to
that same time”; in Matthew 24:21-

THE

RESTRAINER

CHURCH AGE

BEGINNING
OF SORROWS

RAPTURE

BLIND JUDAISM & UNBELIEVING GENTILES

i 29, it is described as a “great tribula-
i tion”; Luke 21:34-36 refers to it as
¢ “that day,” described in the preceding
i part of the chapter; Revelation 3:10
difference of opinion as to the time of

speaks of it as “the hour of tempta-

i tion, which shall come upon all the
i world, to try them that dwell upon the :
i earth”; in Revelation 7:14, we read of !
i a great multitude who had come “out :
i of great Tribulation.” In the OId :
i Testament it is called the “time of
¢ Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:4-7), and the
¢ time of God’s “indignation” with the
i inhabitants of the earth (Isa. 24:17-
i 21;26:20-21; 34:1-3; Zech. 14:1-3).

THE LENGTH OF THE TRIBULATION

We are nowhere told in so many

¢ words how long this period will last,
i but there are some indications that it
i will be a period of seven years. This
i we gather chiefly from the fact that a
i “week” in Daniel 9:24-27 is seven
mean a definite period of time of :

years. Since the sixty-ninth week

i ended at the crucifixion, and the sev-
i entieth week must be still future, we
gather that it, too, covers seven years.

In harmony with this, the latter

! half of the period is elsewhere

MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB

SEAL, BOWL & TRUMPET
r— JUDGMENTS ——
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SHEEP
AND

GOATS INTO THE

REMNANT

referred to as “a
time, times, and
half a time” (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev.
12:14), as “forty-two months” (Rev.
11:2; 13:5), and as 1,260 days (Rev.
11:3; 12:6; cf. Dan. 12:11-12). We
cannot go into a discussion of this
question at this point; fortunately,
dissent from this conclusion does not
affect the argument of this study.

KEY EVENTS IN THE TRIBULATION

During the Tribulation period, we
shall have a restored Roman Empire,
although it is not necessary to insist
that the future Roman Empire will
have the exact territorial extent as the
old Roman Empire. The “Beast” will
rule over this empire, assisted by the
false prophet. At first the united false
“church,” represented by the figure
of the harlot (Rev. 17:1-17), will rule
the “Beast.” After a time, perhaps in
the middle of the period, the ten con-
federate kings with the “Beast” will
depose the “woman” from her place
of religious supremacy.

After this, the “Beast” will
require the whole world to worship
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THE TIME OF GREAT TROUBLE

he revival of interest in prophecy during the last cen-
tury has restored to the Church the doctrine of the
Second Coming of Christ; but it has brought with it dif-
ferent interpretations as to the details connected with that
event. For the most part the Church has returned to the
premillennial view of Christ’s return.

Among premillennialists there is a difference of opin-
ion as to the time of our Lord’s return. Although the
majority probably hold that the Church will be taken
before the Tribulation, there is a revival of the teaching
that it will pass through that time on earth. Some also
teach that the Church will pass through half or most of
the Tribulation.

In addition to this, there are some who believe in a
partial rapture, holding that the spiritually mature will be
caught up before the Tribulation, but that the unspiritual
believers will remain on earth for that hour of trial.

THE NATURE OF THE TRIBULATION

What do we mean by the Tribulation? By the
Tribulation we mean a definite period of time of unparal-
leled trouble and sorrow on the earth. In Daniel 12:1, it is
spoken of as “a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same time”; in Matthew
24:21-29, it is described as a “great tribulation”; Lul§d
21:34-36 refers to

WHY THE TRIBULATION?

oday man has attempted to strip God of every attribute except

love. By this, humanity assumes God will provide universal salva-

tion on the last day, and until then will give freedom to allow the

human race do as they choose. Abort your baby or euthanize your

mother; nothing is said. Anything goes. God, they hope, could not care less.
We believers know better than that, but we can still be swayed by the all-
embracing world. Some Christians would shy away from the Old Testament

prophets, even from the Revelation, because of their messages of divine judgment. But God is our Father, and
we should understand His motives and design. We should rejoice that His will is invariably acceptable and
perfect (Rom. 12:2; see Ps. 135:5-6). He is on the throne. He has explained His thoughts to us monumental-
ly in the Bible. Our prayer in response should be, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

The Judge of all the earth will do right. God’s righteousness is just as intrinsic to His nature as His love or
grace. Not once does Scripture hint that God might ignore or annul His righteousness or holiness to save a
man. This was the reason for Calvary, where “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other” (Ps. 85:10). Every educator, supervisor, and parent knows the danger of partiality.
See the record of Isaac/Ishmael and Rachel/Jacob to view the tragic results. God in His righteousness threw
Lucifer out of heaven, and one-third of the angelic beings (Rev. 12:3-4). How they would relish pointing the
finger at the Lord if He went back on His own word and overlooked the blatant sins of mankind! Holy angels
expect God to be righteous. Seraphim above the throne of Adonai continually praise His holiness.

Blessed Israel, delivered from Egypt by the power of Jehovah, soon turned back to idolatry. God warned
them and, when they would not repent, sent them into captivity. On their return, they did not relapse into
outward idolatry, but Rabbinism grew, until the time of Christ. The greatest sin in history was the national
rejection and crucifixion of the Lord. Still He prayed for their forgiveness, and offered salvation on the day
of Pentecost. Thank God for many exceptions, but the Jews still intensely reject their Messiah. Meanwhile the
gospel has spread around the world; millions now belong to Christ. Yet world religions have risen as the great
substitutes, and one fears that the mass of nominal Christians are trusting in their own good works.

We can rightly look at the Great Tribulation as punitive, but it will also be instructive and evangelical.
Millions will be saved during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:9, 14). These are martyrs, but in Matthew 25 many
living will emerge as sheep, having manifested their faith by kindness to the King’s brothers before He comes
to reign. There may be millions of these as well. So even in His anger, our God displays manifold grace and
mercy. The call will go out to every nation (Rev. 7:9; 14:6). We will be with Christ as His Bride, sharing His

joys and sorrows, arm in arm. Then we shall be with Him and like Him for ever and ever!

—R. E. Harlow
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Will the Church go through it?

It’s obvious that the Church goes through tribulation, some members far more
than others. But will the Church go through THE Tribulation?

A. ). ATKINS

mong the Lord’s peo-

ple who love and look

for His personal com-

ing again, there are dif-

ferences of view as to
the time and manner of that coming.
These differences are not unimpor-
tant—no one who values divine truth
could think that—but they need to be
kept in perspective. The prime matter,
surely, is whether we are looking for
the Lord’s return, and living in the
light of that hope. We should culti-
vate a sense of gracious unity with all
who share that hope, which today
probably includes most conservative
evangelical Christians.

As others have written: “It is often
forgotten that those who expect the
Great Tribulation before the Rapture
and those who look for the Rapture
first, are alike futurist in their gener-
al interpretation of prophecy. They
hold much in common, differing
mainly as to the order of events yet to
be fulfilled.”

many of the Lord’s people have been
disturbed by these differing views;
and this has contributed to the vital
truth of the blessed hope losing, to
some extent, its place in the faith and
affections of the saints. The time
seems opportune to set out clearly
and carefully the reasons why we still
believe that we shall be caught up
before the Tribulation comes.

First, let us be clear as to the issue.
By the Church we mean in general
the body of Christ, and in particular,
for the present enquiry, those mem-

bers of the Church who will be alive

on earth when the Lord comes, for
obviously most of those which Christ
calls “His own” are already with Him
awaiting the resurrection.

By the Great Tribulation we mean

that terrible time of trouble spoken of :
i by certain of the prophets and notably !
¢ by our Lord. “For those days shall be
tribulation, such as there hath not :
i been the like from the beginning of
i the creation which God created until :
i now, and never shall be” (Mk. 13:19).

(See also Mt. 24:21 where the expres-
sion “Great Tribulation” occurs with-
out the article and Rev. 7:14 where
each word has the definite article.)
Will any members of the Church

i be on earth to endure that time, or
: will they have been removed to heav-

en before it comes? And, since that

time (as most agree) is associated
i with the Apostasy and the rise of the
i man of sin—identified by some stu-

dents with the Antichrist (2 Thess.
2:3)—ought we to expect the Lord to
come until these have come to pass?

Are there certain events which must
i take place before the Lord comes for
On the other hand, the minds of :

His own; or are we right in looking
for Him at any time?

: This is not a question merely of
¢ theological interest for experts; it is

one of deep and practical importance
for every Christian. There must be
some clear answer in the Word upon

which the simple Christian can rest
¢ his faith and hope.

THE EARLY DAYS

The saints of the first days were
expecting the Lord within their life-

i time; that is the impression we gather
i from a reading of the New Testament;

and it is the general view of Christian
scholars.

We are not to think that those
early Christians were well versed in
prophetic truth. For the most part
they were simple and uneducated,
but they had been taught from their
conversion to “wait for God’s Son
from heaven,” and this they did.
Indeed, it would seem that some of
them went too far in their enthusiasm
and were giving up their work and
becoming impractical. The apostle
had to correct this tendency (see 1
and 2 Thess.). The saints of those
days lived under the sense of the
Lord’s impending return.

Let one quotation suffice: “The
entire thought of Paul is dominated
by the expectation of the speedy
coming of Christ” (Hastings, B.D.,
under Parousia, p. 678). If this was
so then, why should it not be so, at
this late hour, with us too?

IMPORTANCE OF PAUL’S WRITINGS

While we rightly believe that the
man of God needs all Scripture for
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WILL THE CHURCH GO THROUGH IT?

his complete equipment, and we should seek to get the
mind of God in His Word as a whole, it is well to remem-
ber that God raised up Paul as the apostle of the Gentiles
and the minister of the Church (Col. 1:25). It surely fol-
lows that all that is essential for the life of the Church is
to be found in his writings. It may also be found else-
where; but it will certainly be there. This means that we
do well to approach other parts of Scripture—especially
difficult parts such as the Book of Revelation—in the
light of what we find in Paul’s epistles.

It is useful to bear in mind that although the Gospels
narrate events which took place before those of the
Epistles, the Gospels did not circulate in the Church till
fairly late in the middle of the first century. That means
that the early Church for a long time had only Paul’s epis-
tles (and possibly that of James). If the Church was to
expect to go through the Tribulation, which had been
spoken of by the Lord, and later recorded in Matthew and
Mark, how is it that there is no statement about this in
Paul’s epistles, and no counsel as to how the saints should
behave under such a terrible experience?

Arguments from silence can admittedly be unreliable,
but surely here is a fact that is difficult to explain away.
It is incredible that Paul would not have made explicit
reference to it if the Tribulation had to do with the
Church. Moreover, the language of Paul in the first
Epistle of Thessalonians can certainly be understood to
imply that the Church would not see that day: we believe
that it goes further and teaches this. He speaks of “Jesus
our Deliverer from the coming wrath” (1:10) and “God
has not appointed us to wrath but unto the obtaining of
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:9).

Supporting this view is the emphatic contrast in chap-
ter 5:1-8 between “ye” and “us” (the saints), and “they”
and “them” (the world) who will not escape the judgment
of the day of the Lord. No doubt endeavors have been
made to put a different construction on these passages,
and to produce arguments against what certainly seems
to be their plain meaning. But these epistles were not
written for theologians, but for simple saints who needed
comfort and assurance. We should read them in that light.

Two points may be made here: (1) “The wrath to
come” is clearly a technical term in the New Testament,
well understood by even John the Baptist’s hearers (Mt.
3:8), for the governmental, temporal judgment of God to
be poured out on the ungodly in this world—not the final
judgment of the lake of fire; and (2) the preposition “out
of the coming wrath” can be helpfully compared with
that in 1 Corinthians 3:15—“He himself shall be saved
yet so as through (the) fire”—the prepositions in Greek
being ek and dia respectively. Anyone can understand the
difference between being saved through the fire which

burns up all but the man himself, and being saved from it:
between Noah being saved through the waters and Enoch
saved from them.

THE DISPENSATIONS ARE DISTINCT

The next point is one relating to dispensational and
prophetic truth, but still one simple to grasp. It has been
well said that a dispensation is a stewardship in which
man is tested in respect of some specific revelation of the
will of God. The dispensations distinguish God’s meth-
ods with man at different epochs. It is clear from Luke
4:19 that our Lord in the synagogue at Nazareth closed
His reading from Isaiah 61, 11-12 at the words, “to pro-
claim the acceptable year of the Lord.” In the prophecy,
the next words are “and the day of vengeance of our
God.” This present dispensation is one of grace—it is the
“day of salvation” and God is not now acting in positive
judgment. The Son of God on earth was the Vessel and
Agent of God’s grace; He, therefore, did not read further.

When He ascended up on high, the Church became the
vessel of that grace and the agent of its message in the
gospel. But this period will be succeeded, as all Scripture
shows, by the day of judgment, when God will act in
judgment on and in this world; and the day of grace will

Behold | come quickly.
Even so come, Lord Jesus!

then have ceased. The two epochs are entirely different
and do not overlap. While the Church is here, it is the day
of grace and of salvation; when that day is over the
Church will not be here. It is surely consistent to believe
that it will have been taken to heaven (in accordance with
1 Thess. 4:13 ff'and Jn. 14:3).

The prophetic technical term for that judgment period
is the day of the Lord frequently mentioned and described
by the OT prophets. (Compare 2 Thess. 2:2 and note RV.)
The “day of the Lord” is the period covered by the judg-
ments of the “seals,” “trumpets” and “bowls” of chapters
6 to 19 of the Book of Revelation. And by common con-
sent of all students, it is within the period covered by
those chapters that the Beast, the Antichrist, appears. The
clear presumption is, that the Church will have been
removed before he emerges. (That is not to say that we
may escape all persecution or the pressure of preliminary
events which will culminate in his appearing).

The distinction made by some between “the wrath”
and “the tribulation” is quite invalid. The Tribulation is
much more than persecution by the Antichrist: the whole
period is “the day of vengeance of our God” and is char-
acterized by “wrath,” “tribulation” and “distress.”
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WILL THE CHURCH GO THROUGH IT?

Here again, let it be said, that the clear object of the
apostle’s teaching on this subject in 2 Thessalonians
2:1-12 was not to show Christians how to behave in the
days of the man of sin and the “day of the Lord,” but to
make it clear that that day which they feared had come
had not arrived, because the “apostasy” had not occurred
and the “man of sin” had not appeared.

THE QUESTION OF AN INTERVAL

The Word clearly states that the destruction of the man
of sin will be by the personal advent of Christ: “whom
the Lord shall bring to naught by the manifestation of His
coming (parousia)” (2 Thess. 2:8). It follows that, if (as
some think) “our gathering unto Him” and our return
with the Lord at His appearing in glory are to be coinci-
dent, we must be on earth all through the judgment peri-
od, for that period culminates, as many scriptures show,
with the personal revelation of Christ (see Mt. 24:29-30;
2 Thess. 1:7-10; Rev. 19:11-16). If we are not to be on
earth then, but to come with the Lord from heaven in His
glorious train (1 Thess. 3:13), we must have gone to be
with Him first. That means there must be an interval
between, on the one hand, the resurrection and rapture of
1 Thessalonians 4, and, on the other, Christ’s appearing in
glory. “The answer to the question whether the rapture is
to precede or to succeed the Great Tribulation largely
depends on whether there is anything in the Scriptures to
indicate an interval, of longer or shorter duration,
between the meeting of the redeemed with the Lord, and
their return with Him. If there is no such interval, if the
return with the Lord is to be immediate, then it seems
clear that the Tribulation must precede rapture. But if it
can be demonstrated from Scripture that there is to be an
interval, then the conclusion seems inevitable that the
rapture precedes the Tribulation, since it is quite clear
that the second advent brings it to an end” (The Promise
of His Coming, Hogg & Watson, p. 61).

There are several lines of proof that Scripture does
suppose such an interval. We will take here only one, the
word translated coming in our New Testament. The
English word “coming” suggests only a critical event, but
this is not the meaning of the Greek word parousia,
which word it is most important for us to understand cor-
rectly. Its literal meaning is “a being present,” from par
eimi—to be present. In Philippians 2:12, Paul speaks of
his parousia, his presence at Philippi, in contrast with his
apousia, his absence from that city. As Hogg & Vine say
in their joint work on the Epistles to the Thessalonians:
“Always, wherever it occurs, parousia refers to a period
of time more or less extended: the usual translation is
misleading because ‘coming’ is more appropriate to
other words...the difference being that whereas these

words fix the attention on the journey to and arrival at, a
place, parousia fixes it on the stay which follows the
arrival there...Where it is used prophetically, parousia
refers to a period beginning with the descent of the Lord
from heaven into the air” (1 Thess. 4:16-17).

This word thus understood throws a flood of light on
the question we are considering. If the parousia begins
when the Lord comes for His own into the air, and
embraces the time between then and the moment when
He appears in glory, when the “epiphany of His parou-
sia” destroys the great adversary (2 Thess. 2:8), then we
have an interval between the stages of Christ’s coming
firmly established.

We may well link this meaning of parousia with the
word of Peter (2 Pet. 1:16) where he tells us that the trans-
figuration was an exhibition of the “power and coming
(parousia) of our Lord Jesus Christ”; that is, it was an
illustration of the parousia—and a deeply instructive
one. The Lord went up the mount with the three disciples;
they stayed there together for a period, presumably the
night, and came down together the next morning. Certain
things happened while they were with Him in the holy
mount; and while they were there, other things were hap-
pening at the bottom of the mount. The favored three
were with Him in the glory cloud, and when that had
passed, they returned with Him to the scene below.

So it will be when the Lord comes for us. We shall be
caught up to “meet” Him in the air; we shall be “with
Him”—and then, at the moment appointed by the Father,
we shall appear with Him in glory and take part in His tri-
umphal revelation to the earth. How long the interval will
be we do not know.

WHAT IS OUR REAL HOPE?

Finally, there is the practical aspect. To those of us
who believe that the Lord is coming for us before the Day
of the Lord and its attendant horrors, His coming is
indeed a blessed hope, full of “strong consolation” and
heavenly comfort. If, however, we have to face that terri-
ble time—the Lord Himself urges some who belong to
another dispensation to pray to escape those things (Lk.
21:36)—would it not be very much better for the aged
and sick among the Lord’s people, to speak of no others,
to pray to be “taken home to be with the Lord” before the
time of trouble comes? Were this so, would not death take
the place of the blessed hope of His coming? But need we
or any of His own of this Church age, pray such a prayer
when there is His own clear promise, “I also will keep
thee from (out of) the hour of trial, that hour which is to
come upon the whole world to try them that dwell on the
earth” (Rev. 3:10)? Note, not out of the trial only but out
of the very hour of it. Precious promise, indeed! (1)
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HEROES

RAYMUND LULL

Pioneer missionary to—and martyr for—the Moslems

hen Pope Urbane II called for the first Crusade
in 1095, he spoke to an audience craving a
rugged spirituality that does not back down to
Saracens or infidels. Christendom had yielded
too much prime real estate to the advance of Islam. Urban
said the Turks were “Persian people, an accursed race,” and
that warriors who would face the barbarians would be led by
Christ Himself across mountain and sea. Jerusalem was “the
navel of the world.” Whoever reclaimed this paradise would
find “The way is short, the toil will be followed by an incor-
ruptible crown.” There was no lack of volunteers to take up
what they called “the sign of the cross.” With this aggressive

attended by all the usual demoralizing influences of war and
the sojourn of armies in an enemy’s country. The vices of the
Crusading camps were a source of deep shame in Europe.
Popes lamented them. Bernard exposed them. Writers set
forth the fatal mistake of those who were eager to make con-
quest of the earthly Jerusalem and were forgetful of the
heavenly city. ‘Many wended their way to the holy city,
unmindful that our Jerusalem is not here.” So wrote the
Englishman, Walter Map, after Saladin’s victories in 1187.”

During that misguided era there was another example of
burning zeal which took a different route to conquer the
Saracens and infidels of the Middle East. Raymond Lull (c.

rhetoric, Europe’s Christendom
reached a boiling point of reli-
gious excitement.

In the first of the seven
greater crusades they wore a red g
cross as a badge. Some men [F
branded their skin with a red hot
cross. In the first crusade alone,
David Schaff estimated that three
hundred thousand volunteers
died just trying to get to the RESEESSEE SIS
“Holy Land” in their attempt to [See S .
liberate Christ’s sepulcher from (H— =
the “infidels.”

Coleridge expressed the
Crusaders’ uncertain hope in these words:

The knights’ bones are dust,
And their good swords are rust,
Their souls are with the saints, we trust.

The Crusades failed in three respects:

1) The Holy Land was not won.

2) The advance of Islam across the world map was
not permanently checked.

3) The schism between the Eastern Church head-
quartered in Constantinople and the Western Church in
Rome was not healed.

David Schaff says the Crusades “were the cause of great
evils. As a school of practical religion and morals, they were
no doubt disastrous for most of the Crusaders. They were

by JOHN A.

The gate where Raymund Lull was fatally beaten

1235-c.1315), was the first
known missionary to the
Moslems. He did not lead an
army, but he appears in history
as a kind of holy protest. He is
one solitary man, a spectacle
before the eyes of Europe for
what the Crusades might have
& been had they been waged with
o| prayer and the persuasive pow-
ers of the preached Word.

Lull was born into a noble
family of Palma, capital of
Majorca, one of the Baleric
Islands of Spain. He would have
heard the romance of the Crusades in his cradle. Given a
military education, he instead became a poet and philoso-
pher, as well as a reckless youth in the court of King James
of Aragon. Already he was publishing books on philosophy
and poetry at thirty. But the bent of his mind was toward sen-
suality. His marriage and family did not seem to hinder his
incessant womanizing. He was a lecherous filanderer until
the day he wrote a suggestive poem to give to an attractive
woman. He interrupted a church service by riding his horse
inside the building to deliver the poem. Reading the poem,
the woman took him aside and showed him an ugly cancer-
ous growth. She was dying and Lull was jolted. His mind-
less hedonism gave way to contemplations on the meaning
of the cross and the sacrifice of Christ. It led to the salvation
of his soul.

BJORLIE
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After his conversion, he determined to
give himself to reaching the Saracens. Roman
Catholics claim that he divided his estate
among kinsmen and friends and entered an
ascetic life as a Franciscan tertiary. But this is
uncertain. We do know that in preparation for
missionary work among the Moslems, Lull
learned Arabic from a Moorish slave. This
young Saracen did not become a Christian,
and on one occasion Lull heard him blas-
pheme the Son of God. Indignant, Lull
struck the slave violently across the
face. The slave drew a knife and
wounded Lull, for which he was
imprisoned. Perhaps assuming that he
would be executed, the Saracen slave
committed suicide in that prison cell.
More than ever, Lull felt that he had
not learned the lesson of love. He was
not ready. Thereafter this tragedy may
account for the seriousness with which
Lull approached his preparations.
Wilbur Smith used to complain that too
many Christians are “getting ready to
get ready to get ready.” Some might
have thought that of Lull also. For
years Lull filled the role of a profes-
sional student, then started a school to
teach Arabic and Chaldean. Meanwhile
he promoted missions, making frustrat-
ing appeals to the Pope for support of
those missionary efforts.

In 1291, at the age of fifty-five, he

first journeyed out as a missionary to
the Moslems of North Africa. He could
not persuade others to go. Perhaps what
was needed was an example. So he
went himself, defenseless and alone,
“not by force but by reason, not in
hatred but in love.”” In Tunis, “where
proselytism was a crime, and conver-
sion was apostasy, and both punishable
with death,” he proposed a public
debate with the Moslem mullahs.
Instead of debate, they gave him a jail
cell and then banishment.

Back in Europe, he resumed his lec-
turing and writing, with the aim of
recruiting missionaries for North
Africa. He planned to set up mission-
ary training schools across Europe. For
several years he lectured in Paris,

RAYMUND LULL

A statue raised to the
memory of Lull at
Palma, Majorca

“Lord of heaven, Father of all
times, when Thou didst send
Thy Son to take upon Him
human nature, He and His
apostles lived in outward
peace with Jews, Pharisees,
and other men; for never by
outward violence did they
capture or slay any of the
unbelievers, or of those who
persecuted them. Of this
outward peace they availed
themselves to bring the
erring to the knowledge of
the truth and to a
communion of spirit with
themselves. And so after Thy
example should Christians
conduct themselves toward
Moslems; but since that
ardor of devotion which
glowed in apostles and holy
men of old no longer inspires
us, love and devotion
through almost all the world
have grown cold, and
therefore do Christians
expend their efforts far more
in the outward than in the
spiritual conflict.”

A prayer at the close of
one of Lull’s books

Montpelier, Genoa, and other universities,
and wrote a book of diagrams and arguments
showing the superiority of Christianity.

Lull was thinking through the principles
of foreign missions. Besides studying the
Arabic language, he promoted the idea of
having schools for Greek and Hebrew for the
purpose of expounding Scripture, as well as
to enable evangelism in the Middle East. In
1305 or 1306, he made another attempt to

convert the Moslems of Tunis. He
feigned as if he himself was open to
being converted to Islam. The
Moslems said he would receive great
honors if he would convert. At that
point, Lull countered, “And I promise
you, if you will turn and believe on
Jesus Christ, abundant riches and eter-
nal life.” Again he was banished from
the country.

Around this time, Lull described his
solemn burden: “I had a wife and chil-
dren; I was tolerably rich; I led a secu-
lar life. All these things I cheerfully
resigned for the sake of promoting the
common good and diffusing abroad
the holy faith. I learned Arabic. I have
several times gone abroad to preach
the gospel to the Saracens. I have for
the sake of the faith been cast into
prison and scourged. I have labored
forty-five years to win over the shep-
herds of the church and the princes of
Europe to the common good of
Christendom. Now I am old and poor,
but still I am intent on the same object.
I will persevere in it till death, if the
Lord permits it.”

In 1308, he came out strongly
against the Crusades, declaring, “I see
many knights going to the Holy Land
beyond the seas and thinking that they
can acquire it by force of arms; but in
the end all are destroyed before they
attain that which they think to have.
Whence it seems to me that the con-
quest of the Holy Land ought not to be
attempted except in the way in which
Thou and Thine apostles acquired it,
namely, by love and prayers, and the
pouring out of tears and of blood.”

In Europe, he secured a councilar
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RAYMUND LULL

decree to establish professorships of Oriental languages
at Avignon, Paris, Bologna, Oxford, and Salamanca. In
1315, at age 79, he made his third advance on the
Moslem lines of North Africa. When he emerged into
public notice with fiery attacks on Islam, the Moslem
population rose up to drive him from the city with
sticks and stones, leaving him half dead on the seashore
outside the gate of the city. Sailors found him and took
him aboard ship. The next day, on the way back to
Majorca, he died.

Dr. George Smith said, “No church, Papal or
Reformed, has produced a missionary so original in
plan, so ardent and persevering in execution, so varied
in gifts, so inspired by the love of Christ, as this saint of
seventy-nine, who Mohammedans stoned to death on
the 30th of June, 1315. In an age of violence and faith-
lessness, he was the apostle of heavenly love.”

Lull’s words express his resolve as he moved toward
martyrdom for the sake of Christ.

He who loves not, lives not;
He who lives by the Life, cannot die.

His most memorable contribution was to substitute
love instead of force in missionary labors. That love
made him a hard working and well-prepared mission-
ary. In theology and philosophy we feel that he fared
well for someone who lived before the time of the
Reformation, amid so much religious obfuscation. The
Roman church has always been uncomfortable with Lull,
hesitating to call him either a heretic or a saint. The Jesuits
have never concealed their hostility, and his books were con-
demned by the Inquisition.

Eymericus, the Inquisitor, bitterly opposed those called
Lullists. He brought charges against Lull’s works before the
Roman Catholic court, and claimed that there was a bull by
Pope Gregory XI condemning Lull’s teaching. Suffice it to
say that Lull has never been canonized; however, Pope Pius
IX did recognize him for praise. Most of his theological,
philosophical, scientific, and poetic works are no longer
extant. Raymond Lull was a prodigious man (he may have
written three hundred works). He was that rare genius who
consecrated his mental powers and finally his physical pow-

The Cotton or Anglo-Saxon map current in the time of Lull

ers to his Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Lull wrote, “Men die of old age; die owing to the want of
natural warmth and to excess of cold; and, therefore, may
Thy servant, if it please Thee, not die such a death. I have
often shivered from great cold and fright, but when will that
day and hour be, when my body will tremble, owing to the
great glow of love, and its great desire to die for its
Saviour?” O

INFORMATION FOR THIS ARTICLE TAKEN FROM:

A. T. Pierson, The New Acts of the Apostles: The Marvels of
Modern Missions, 1893

Samuel Zwemer, Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems,
1902

David Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. 5, Eerdman

Che United States’ last bombing raid on .’)'zaq
cost mote than all the money spent on

migsions to the /Noslems in the last century.
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TESTIMONY

Lingering on the brink

A preacher’s kid, he knew all the answers, but he didn’t
know the Lord. And he was partying one heartbeat from hell.

DENNIS LeBLANC

y name is Dennis
LeBlanc and I am a
student at Acadia
University in Nova
Scotia, Canada.

I was raised in a happy home by
Christian parents in a town called St.
Stephen in the province of New
Brunswick. From a very young age [
learned of the Lord Jesus Christ and
how He had come into the world to
die for sinners so we could be saved.
I never had any trouble believing this,
nor did I have trouble believing the
fact that I was a sinner and that if |
did not receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as my personal Saviour, I would
spend eternity separated from God in
“the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:10-15).

Seeing I believed this, it would
have been more than logical for me to
have repented and trusted Christ as
my Saviour. Instead, foolishly, I con-
cluded that I had all the time in the
world. Like many, I decided to put it
off until a little later. I had professed
to have been saved one evening when
I was seven, but never really repented
of my sinful ways.

Growing up in Canada, I, like
most boys, enjoyed hockey. My first
year of high school, I made the varsi-
ty team and my life suddenly became
more complicated. I was introduced
to many of the “pleasures” of the
world, and had to choose whether to
partake of them or not. Against my
better judgment, the majority of the
time I followed the crowd.

As I became more involved in sin
(drinking, drugs, etc.), I began to

¢ realize more and more the emptiness

of it all. My “friends” during high
school seemed to be perfectly happy

with this lifestyle, but I could never

enjoy it as they did, because in the

back of my mind I knew that I was on
i the broad road to destruction (Mt.

7:13-14). I knew I was not saved.
Many nights I would wake up and

i tiptoe to my parents’ bedroom to
i make sure they were still there. T was
¢ terrified that the Lord would return,
i taking my parents and all other

Christians to heaven, leaving me

! behind (1 Thess. 4:14-17). This

caused me much distress, as I knew

: that the only people who really loved
{ me were the Lord’s people. The
i thought of being left behind in a
i world where no one loved me was

dreadful. Still, I continued to neglect

the loving call of the Saviour.

In my senior year of high school, I

received a scholarship for hockey/

academics to Sacred Heart University
in Connecticut. I accepted, and head-
ed for Connecticut in August, 1995. 1

i had convinced myself that, because I
i was going to play NCAA hockey, 1
i would have to stop living the way I
i was, and “clean up my life.” I soon

learned that it was not that easy. My

: roommate was entangled in the same

lifestyle I was. Instead of cleaning up

my life, I became worse.

I was increasingly miserable. |

realized I had tried just about every-
thing the world has to offer, and not

only was it entirely empty—I was

trapped! Very often (when we weren’t

sober) I would bring up the Bible and

i put a scare into my friends by telling
: them about God’s plan of salvation,
i and how we were all on our way to

hell. I would talk lightly about it to
my friends, but the truth was, God
was dealing with me.

I returned home the following
summer and lived with my parents. I
opted not to return to Connecticut for
my second year, but transferred to
the university I attend now. I again
planned to turn over a new leaf.

Of course it didn’t happen. I
found a new circle of friends. I was
now thinking about being saved
almost every night, and having fre-
quent discussions about it with a
close friend of mine.

I went home for Christmas break
and over the course of the break, a
couple of things really spoke to me,
making me realize that [ was nothing
special, just a helpless sinner who
had made a mess of his life.

The first incident happened
around December 27. A number of
my friends and I had a little get-
together. I had no extra money, so
when they decided to gamble I at
first refrained, until someone offered
to give me five dollars to play. This
seemed fine because I planned to
win money, and after all, if I lost, it
wasn’t my five dollars to begin with.

Within the first ten minutes, I was
challenged to gamble on quite a large
sum of money. I gambled and lost. It
was a sizable amount (for a college
student), and I didn’t have it.

This had a different effect on me
than one would expect. As I sat back
in shock, and looked around the
room at my pitiful assortment of
friends, I suddenly realized that I was
the one who was pitiful. I had always
thought 1 was a little bit above my
friends, but that evening for the first
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LINGERING ON THE BRINK

time it hit me that I was just as bad, if not worse than the
whole lot of them. I was no better than the worst of sin-
ners. I had become a slave to the very things I used to
despise in others.

It also became clear to me that night that each one that
was in the room with me felt the very same about them-
selves. They were all under the impression that they
weren’t as bad as the person next to them.

On December 30, three others and I decided to head
for New York City so we could spend New Year’s Eve in
Time’s Square. On the afternoon of December 31, we
were in Greenwich Village, in a little hippie store, look-
ing at T-shirts. As we glanced through the shirts, I came
across a “Smashing Pumpkins” shirt, my favorite band at
the time. The front of the shirt had a print of the globe on
it, with small heads spiraling into the center of the earth,
and on the forehead of each face there was a bar code.

This shirt was a shocking reminder to me of the fear-
ful events that the Bible speaks about, which will be the
plight of those who have never trusted the Lord Jesus as
their personal Saviour. I knew that those who had trusted
Christ would be caught up with Him before this awful
tribulation comes upon the world. But as I stood there
contemplating these things, I also knew that if the Lord
returned prior to me repenting and accepting His free sal-
vation, [ would be left behind with no hope, having
missed out on eternal life. What a fool I was, choosing
misery over God’s joyful salvation, toying with my eter-
nal soul, knowing I was on my way to a lost eternity!

The events of the Christmas break had brought me
just about to the end of myself. The Lord was working on
my hardened heart, but I still didn’t want to surrender.
The first two weeks back at school I went on a binge, try-
ing to put out of my mind the fact that the God I had tried
to elude was speaking to me.

All these events culminated when my good friend and
I sat in his room at about midnight. I told him all that was
on my mind. We agreed that our lives were empty, and we
were not satisfied. There was a Bible in his room, and I
began to read out the many gospel verses that I knew. I
determined that night that I was not going one step fur-
ther in life until I knew it was well with my soul.

A CENTURION IN THE LORD’S ARMY

JOHN W. BRAMHALL was born in called to pioneer work in the south-
Sheffield, England on April 23, 1899. He eastern US in 1934. He is still preach-

settled in the US with his parents in ing, and looking forward to his 100th
1911 and was saved in 1914, perhaps birthday, but as he says, “Looking for-
Harold Harper’s first convert. He was ward more to the coming of the Lord.”

I finally fell asleep that night, exhausted, but the fol-
lowing day I found a Christian chatline on the Internet. I
spent the next three days and nights talking to people
online, crying out many times in tears to the Lord to save
me. The people on the chatline were sending me verses,
one of which particularly spoke to me: “But even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered” (Lk. 12:7). I was
overwhelmed that the Lord Jesus Christ loved me so
much. I was thrilled that He thought about me at all. But
He knew all about me, and how many times I had reject-
ed His love. Still He loved me.

On the evening of January 15, after an hour-long tele-
phone conversation with my uncle as he explained how to
trust and believe, I realized that I didn’t have to do any-
thing, except rest in what the Bible says. John 6:37 states,
“Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” Since
Jesus died in my place on the Cross, if I came to Him, He
would never cast me out! I had come to Him! I knew I
was saved! I was so joyful (and still am)! I was certain all
my sins had been forgiven; they were forever gone. I was
free! Free from my old life, free from the penalty of sin.

The Lord Jesus has been true to His Word, that “If any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor.
5:17). He has transformed my life, and made me an
entirely new person, with new desires to please the One
who has done so much for me.

What about you? Have you ever repented of your sin?
Have you taken God’s side against yourself, agreeing
with Him that you are lost and need the Saviour? The
Bible says, “God now commandeth all men everywhere
to repent” (Acts 17:30), and that, “Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Lk. 13:3). Maybe you’re plan-
ning to be saved someday, but not right now. God says,
“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). There is not a
moment to lose! “Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Why not
receive Him as your personal Saviour right now, simply
by “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). Your only regret will be:
“Why didn’t I do it sooner?” (1)
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William MacDonald stirs your
heart to practical devotedness to
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were amazed at the Lord’s perfect tim-
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leading of the Spirit in their ministry.
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Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand,
Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
for | was an hungred, and ye gave Me meat: | was
thirsty, and ye gave Me drink: | was a stranger, and ye
took Me in: naked, and ye clothed Me: | was sick, and
ye visited Me: | was in prison, and ye came unto Me.

Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord,
when saw we Thee an hungred, and fed Thee?

or thirsty, and gave Thee drink? Xhen saw we Thee
a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, and clothed
Thee? Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison,

and came unto Thee?

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily
| say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it
unto Me. Matthew 25:33-40
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