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EDITORIAL

MESSIAH ON DISPLAY

The attendant saw the lambskin scroll, but I saw the Lamb.

he land of Israel may have more museums per
capita than any other country in the world.
But of all the museums in the country, none
can compare with the Shrine of the Book and
its sacred treasure. Designed to mimic the clay lids of the
jars that contained the world-famous Dead Sea Scrolls,
the museum houses Israel’s greatest national treasure.

You’ve heard the story. A teenage Ta‘amireh Bedouin,
Muhammed Ahmed el-Hamed, eased himself into a cave
on the eastern edge of the Judean wilderness. He was
seeking treasure—and what treasure he found! The first
three manuscripts he found included the now-
famed Isaiah Scroll (IQIs®). These scrolls were
sold for £P7 ($28.35) to a monk in the Syrian
Orthodox Church, the oldest extant manu-
scripts of the Scriptures—older by 1,000 years!

But the monk, Butrus Sowmy, didn’t know
that. He needed help to decipher the strange let-
ters. He thought he could find that help at the
American Schools of Oriental Research, on
Saladin Road just north of Herod’s Gate. Due to
the Jewish-Arab tensions at the time (it was
only months before the birth of the state of
Israel), many of the personnel at the School had
gone elsewhere. John Trever, studying the plants and ani-
mals of the Bible, had been appointed Acting Director.

On a cold February afternoon, Sowmy and his broth-
er, Ibrahim, laid three scrolls of cream-colored leather on
Trever’s desk. One was considerably larger than the other
two, about 10'/," long and 6" in diameter. To this manu-
script the scholar first turned his attention.

It unrolled easily. Because he had left his camera at
the Palestine Archeological Museum, the best Trever
could do was meticulously copy a few lines of the scroll
and, using this, seek to determine what he was looking at.
The script was puzzling to him. Finding a well-preserved
section, he painstakingly reproduced the text from a por-
tion near the bottom of the fourth column from the end.

After the two men had left with their precious cargo
(having no idea how precious it was), John Trever and
another Fellow at the School, William Brownlee, began
examining the precious scrap. What could it be?

The lines that were copied included the double occur-
rence of an unusual form //w’. Literally, it would be trans-
lated, “by not.” The Hebrew dictionary gave five columns
on the common word /6°, “not.” At the end was a para-
graph including every reference to /lw’ in the Old
Testament. Two references in Chronicles didn’t match;
nor did another in Amos 6:13. But the next reference
showed two occurrences in Isaiah 65:1. Trever writes,
“With growing expectancy, I turned to it (in his Hebrew
Bible). There, word for word, and almost letter for letter,
was exactly what I had copied from the manuscript! It
was a scroll of Isaiah, without a doubt!”

A facsimile of this 24-foot scroll occupies the
central place of honor in the Shrine of the Book
(see inset). On my first visit there, I asked the
attendant if he could show me the section of
the scroll which we call chapter 53. As [ began
to quote it (in case he was unfamiliar with this
portion), he turned on his heel and stalked off,
spitting out the words over his shoulder, “You
Christians! You’re all the same!”

What irony! Of all the ancient Bible scrolls dis-
covered at Qumran, the best preserved was the
roll of Isaiah—and he, the most eloquent and
exacting portraitist of the suffering Messiah! I, one of the
despised goyim, had discovered Israel’s Light, and He had
illuminated my dark Gentile heart. Yet here, on public
display in the heart of Israecl—a heart still veiled in unbe-
lief—was her most majestic portrait of Him.

Oh, the verse that showed John Trever he was holding
in his hands the book of Isaiah? Isaiah 65:1 declares: “/
am sought of them that asked not for Me,; I am found of
them that sought Me not: I said, Behold Me, behold Me,
unto a nation (goy) that was not called by My name.”

Seven centuries after Isaiah laid down his pen, Paul,
who met the Messiah on the Damascus Road, quoted this
verse (Rom. 10:20). It was God’s intention, he said, that
by saving Gentiles the Lord would move the hearts of
Israel to seek their own Messiah. “Behold Me!” He
pleads to us. If we do, those who would never think of
looking in Isaiah—whether Jew or Gentile—will see the
same lovely likeness of Him reflected in our lives. O

by J. B. NICHOLSON, JR.
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TRUE TO LIFE

HOODLUMS SPREAD THE GOSPEL

Is there no end to the tactics God can use?

Ernie Tan recently sent us this e-mail describing an
unusual opportunity to witness while he was on a trip to
New York City. He fellowships with the saints at the New
Hampshire Avenue assembly in Silver Spring, MD.

t was dark and I was walking along

Madison Avenue back to the hotel

when I noticed four young men

standing at the corner (not unusual,
since there are people hanging around almost
every corner in New York City). As I sauntered
by, I noticed they were looking at me, so I
looked back at them and greeted them with a
friendly, “What’s up?”

As I turned the corner, they turned it with
me, and began following closely behind me.
One of them was really big—it seemed like he
was twice my size—and one was a bit shorter
but stocky. Two others were behind them in a
loose pack.

The shorter fellow edged up next to me, and
said with a stern voice, “Gimme yo’ wallet.”

I felt a bit concerned, but with so many peo-
ple around, I didn’t think I was in too much danger, so I
responded, “I don’t have any money.”

The guy wasn’t convinced. Again he demanded, this
time with traces of anger showing in his face, “Gimme
your wallet!”

At this point I started to clue in to what was happen-
ing to me—I was being robbed! By now, the fellows were
walking very closely around me, one by my side, and
three at my back.

I kept walking and praying silently. “Should I reach in
there and get it for you?” the young man growled.

I kept walking... Then I heard the big guy behind me
say, “Should we take him?”

By that point, I was very concerned and prayed,
“Lord, whatever happens, may You be glorified.” I had no
doubt in my heart that the Lord would deliver me, but at
the same time I wondered if the Lord might want me to
go through something like this for a reason. It occurred
to me that even though there were people milling all
around, it would probably take this gang all but 5 seconds
to beat me up, take my possessions, and disappear.

Walking a bit faster now, I found myself what they
call, “bracing for impact.” The hoodlums were practical-
ly breathing down my neck when suddenly I noticed that
we were right beside the “Harley Davidson Cafe.” As |
made my way towards it, my pursuers slowly began to
back off. Two bouncers were guarding the
door, so I whispered to one of them in a soft
voice, “Those guys are trying to jump me.”
“Who? Those guys?” the one asked.

“Yeah, those guys are trying to jump me!”
“Oh, I saw you talking with them—I thought
they were with you.”

“No, no,” I insisted, “they were after my wallet
and threatening to ‘take me’.”

“Oh,” he responded.

At that point, the bouncers started making their
way towards the four hoodlums (they were
young guys, I assumed around 17-25 years
old), and the four scattered in the busy streets.
My new-found friends suggested that I hang
around the cafe a bit to be safe. I was very
grateful for my deliverance and safety.

I was able to give one bouncer a “Thanks a
million” tract and the other “I don’t take this kind of ser-
vice...” It was great watching these big fellows reading
their gospel papers, and then we were able to chat a bit.
They were very appreciative of the discussion and were
thankful for the tracts. So everything worked out after all.

I can’t help but wonder if the Lord had brought those
trouble-makers into my path just to give those bouncers
the tracts. The Lord works in mysterious ways.

Over that weekend the Lord opened doors for me to
share the gospel with two cab drivers (both from Pakistan
and both Muslim) and to give tracts to various people I
ran into, serving on the hotel staff.

New York is an interesting place. I wouldn’t want to
live there, but it’s sure an interesting
place to visit. And I’'m reminded that
“The Lord is...not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repen-
tance” (2 Pet. 3:9).

Even two New York City bouncers.
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PRAY & PLAN

FRONT LINES

EXCEL 99

A weekend retreat for serious-
minded young people is planned for
February 12-14 at Little Pine Island

Grand Rapids, MI) with speaker
Jamie Hull (CO) and others. The sug-
gested cost for the weekend (meals
and accommodations) is $35, for
those who are able to pay. If finances
are tight, please feel free to come
along and enjoy the retreat at no cost.

Check-in begins at 5 PM on Friday
with supper provided. The first meet-
ing is planned for 7 pm that evening,
followed by a time of fellowship.
Saturday will be a fairly full schedule
of meetings. On Sunday morning
there will be ministry after the Lord’s
Supper. The retreat will end after
lunch on Sunday.

Individuals should bring their own
pillow and sheets (some blankets are
available). Warm clothing is advised
as there will be some free time for
outdoor sports, Lord willing.

If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact us. Space is limit-
ed, so if you plan to attend, please let
us know as soon as possible.

Call Janice Nicholson at 475-8693
or e-mail Caroline Cairns at
caroline@uplook.org

PARK OF THE PALMS

The 1999 winter conference
schedule for Park of the Palms
includes the following speakers:

RISE &

SEIINE 9%

EINCINNAIT @H

Arnot Mclntee
i Dr. Dan Smith

Feb. 21-27
Feb. 28-March 6

¢ Dr. James Naismith March 7-13
i Dr. John Whitcomb March 14-20
Camp (about 15 minutes north of :

Send your reservations to:
Park of the Palms

706 Palms Circle

Keystone Heights, FL 32656
Phone: (352) 473-4926

! WORKERS WANTED

Workers are needed to be involved

in a three-day gospel outreach in
Ocala, FL, organized by Bible and

¢ Life Ministries on the weekend of

{ March 12, 13, and 14. All food,
: accommodations, and training mate-
i rials will be provided. We are praying
i for 40-45 workers to be active in tract
i distribution, door-to-door evange-
i lism, prayer, children’s meetings,
i open-air ministry, and evening gospel
i meetings. For more information,
i please contact David Dunlap:

Phone: 813-996-1053
E-mail: d.dunlap@juno.com

{ ALL WELCOME

: Christians in

An invitation is extended by the
the assembly at

i Northwest Gospel Hall to their annu-
i al 1999 Spring Conference to be held
i March 26, 27 and 28. The invited

speakers are Rex Trogdon (NC) and

Dr. James Naismith (ON). All meet-
i ings will be held at White Hills Bible
i Church, 3900 East Fulton St., Grand

H

: Rapids. For additional information,

DECEMBER 27-30, 1999
LORD WILLING AT THE

HYATT REGENCY CINCINNATI
CINCINNATI, OHIO

WITH A SPECIAL MISSION EMPHASIS DAY
HOSTED BY CMML

or to arrange accommodations, call
Tim Johnson at (616) 791-4179 (h)
or (616) 456-9166 (w).

CALLING ALL MEN!

On March 26-28, a weekend
retreat is scheduled at Camp
Iroquoina in the Endless Mountains
of Pennsylvania. Topic: “When
God’s People Prayed with Power.”
Come with your Bible and look for-
ward to some good fellowship. Ed
Gray will be the speaker. Call John
MacPherson at (717) 967-2577 or
Tom Freeman at (609) 585-1835 to
register or for details.

1999 DALLAS AREA ANNUAL
SPRING CONFERENCE

The Dallas area 44th conference
is scheduled, DV, for March 26-28. In
the will of the Lord, Doug Kazen
(WA) and John Bjorlie (MI) will be
ministering the Word. The meetings
will be held at Wheatland Bible
Chapel, 1303 W. Wheatland Road,
Duncanville, TX 75116. For info.,
call Robert Smith at (972) 298-6293.

I I'TH ANNUAL ST. LOUIS
LADIES’ RETREAT

Dr. Ruth Schwertfeger’s planned
topic at the ladies’ retreat March 26-
28, is Responding to God’s Call (to
the world or to the “whale”?). She
hopes to give some insights into the
choices of Jonah and others, whose
responses to God’s call are very

UIPLOCIK e FEBRUARY 1999



FRONT LINES

instructive. On Saturday there will be
an optional Y2K preparation seminar
with take-home materials. Come for
the teaching and the fellowship; bring
a friend. The retreat will be held in
Eureka (St. Louis), MO. Registration
cost is $78 before Feb. 9 and $88
after that. Contact Lorraine
Fitzgerald at (314) 638-0116 or Sue
Winter (314) 727 1150.

LADIES’ RETREAT

Camp Living Water (Bryson City,
NC) will be sponsoring its first annu-
al Ladies’ Retreat, March 19-20. All
ladies (age 13 and up) are invited to
attend. The theme of the weekend
will be “Gracious Heart—Gracious
Home.” Barbara Thorpe (GA) will be
the speaker. Hospitality workshops
and crafts will be offered. For info.:

Theresa Gustafson

(828) 488-6012

Living-H20@juno.com

ECT+5

A conference will be held on the
issues surrounding the “Evangelicals
and Catholics Together” agreement
which was signed in 1994. Hosted by
Countryside Bible Church in
Southlake, TX, the expected speakers
are John Ankerberg, Dave Hunt, Dr.
S. Lewis Johnson, Richard Bennett,
Greg Durel, Mike Gendron, Jim
McCarthy, and T. A. McMahon. Call
(800) 937-6638 for details.

TORONTO EASTER
CONFERENCE
The annual Toronto Easter confer-

ence is scheduled for April 2 and 3 at

Martingrove Collegiate, Martingrove
Rd. & Eglinton, in Toronto. Meetings
will be held at 2:30 and 6:30 with
supper served at 4:30 and 5:30. A
special young people’s meeting is
planned for Friday evening at 8 pm.
The invited speakers are J. Lennox
(UK), D. Humphries (ON), and D.
Robbins (ON), Lord willing. The
theme of the conference is “Holding

Steadfast.” Childcare is provided. For

- info: Ted Willis at (905) 845-0584.

SPRING CONFERENCE
The Christians at Believers’ Bible

Chapel in Rockford, IL, will be host-
ing a Spring Bible Conference, April

3-4. Everyone is invited to join them

for a time of fellowship and Bible
i teaching. The expected teacher is
. abe Nicholson (MI). For info:

Warren Henderson
(815) 969-9428
whenderson1@compuserve

FAMILY MEETINGS

Families in the West Michigan
area are encouraged to plan to attend
the special week of family meetings
planned with Uncle Dave Stiefler
April 4-9. This gospel series will be
directed primarily at children but
intended for the entire family. It is an
ideal opportunity to invite relatives,
neighbors, co-workers and their chil-
dren. The meetings will be held at

Northwest Gospel Hall (corner of

Garfield and Myrtle, Grand Rapids,
MI). For information call Tim
Johnson (616) 791-4179 (h) or (616)
456-9166 (W).

LIVING IN THE LAST DAYS

A special conference is planned
for April 9-11 at Greenwood Hills
Bible Conference. Randy Amos
(Rochester, NY) is planning to speak
on the topic: “Living in the Last
Days: Studies in the Book of Daniel.”
Cost is $85 per person. Contact:
Mark Kolchin P. O. Box 305, Lanoka
Harbor, NJ 08734

MISSIONARY BREAKFAST

The Southern Ontario Missionary
Breakfast will be held in the White
Oaks Inn in St. Catharines, ON, on
Saturday, April 24, starting at 8:30
AM. Tickets cost $12 per person and
may be purchased from:

H. W. (Bill) Allison

3199 Sovereign Rd.

Burlington, ON L7M 2W1

Phone: (905) 336-8101

Fax: (905) 336-2881

hw.allison@sympatico.ca

Maps to the White Oaks Inn will
be printed on the back of the tickets.

WORKERS AND ELDERS

The Ontario Worker’s and Elder’s
conference is planned (Lord willing)
for May 4, 5, and 6, hosted by the
assembly in Markham and others in
the area. The theme planned is “The
Glory of God.” Bill Yuille from
Markham, (ON) and Steve Hulshizer
from York, (PA) have been asked to
be responsible for the morning and
evening sessions. Boyd Nicholson,
Gary McBride and others have been
asked to take plenary sessions.

SEEKING THINGS ABOVE

On May 21-23, Rex Trogdon
(NC) will be speaking on “Seeking
Things Above: Practical Lessons
from the Book of Colossians” at
Bird-in-Hand Inn (Lancaster, PA).
The cost of $115 per person includes
meals and accommodations. Sunday
morning meetings will be with the
Monterey assembly. For more info:

Mark Kolchin

P. O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

WILLOWBANK, BERMUDA

Dr. Dave Reid (IA) will be the
morning devotional speaker for the
week of June 12-18, 1999, at the
Christian-owned Willowbank resort
in Bermuda. If you are planning on a
vacation later this year and are inter-
ested in fellowshipping with other
assembly believers and enjoying
practical ministry from God’s Word,
write for more information:

Mark Kolchin

P. O. Box 305

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

FELLOWSHIP FAMILY CAMP
Come and enjoy the grandeur of
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the Rocky Mountains in fellowship
with others who love the Lord.
Fellowship Family Camp’s dates this
year will be August 8-12. The loca-
tion is near Estes Park, CO, in the
shadow of Long’s Peak (14,256").
There are daily Bible lessons for both

adults and children with lots of
opportunity for recreation in some of

the most magnificent scenery in
North America. For info:

Fellowship Family Camp

2605 14th Ave. Court

Greeley, CO 80631

(970) 356-0817

PIONEER MINISTRIES

Northwest Florida is scheduled to
be the home of a new ministry.
Pioneer Ministries (PM) will begin to
take shape in the new year, as the
Lord leads. The purpose of PM is to
assist in the establishment of new
assemblies, aid small assemblies,
provide itinerant ministry in preach-
ing and singing, and the distribution
of gospel literature. Three assemblies
will be providing guidance in the
early days of developing the work.
We ask that you would pray for this
new effort that it might bring honor
and glory to the name of our Lord.

Phone: (850) 678-8897

E-mail: PacCat47@aol.com

COMMENDATIONS
Warren and Brenda Henderson
The Christians at Believer’s Bible
Chapel in Rockford, IL, prayerfully
commend Warren and Brenda
Henderson to the grace of God for
His work. Warren and Brenda have
been in fellowship with the assembly
in Rockford since it began three years
ago in their home. They give evi-
dence by their lives and various min-
istries that they have a heart exercised
to serve God. They have participated
in various ministries including
church planting, teaching/disciple-
ship, Sunday school, children’s
works, ladies’ ministries, and leading

various types of Bible studies. The
Hendersons particularly feel led to
encourage the assemblies of God’s

people in the work of outreach and
i planting new local churches. The

Hendersons are released to the grace
of God, trusting that He will continue
to bless them and make their service
to the Lord fruitful.

Mr. and Mrs. David Isom
This will amend the commenda-

tion dated November 2, 1997, of Mr.

and Mrs. David Isom by the fellow-
ship of Christians at the Marble Hill
Bible Chapel in Marble Hill, MO.
David Isom has accepted an assign-

: ment by the Board of Directors of

Dayspring Bible Camp (Ironton,
MO) as administrator of the camp.
Their primary area of service will be
at the camp.

Michael and Lesley Stroh

The Christians at Hiawassa Bible
Chapel commend Michael and
Lesley Stroh to the work of the Lord
as missionaries with New Tribes
Missions in Indonesia. They have

been on the field nearly a year after

extensive training with New Tribes.
Michael is a pilot and has now been
licensed and checked out to fly into

i the jungle mission stations. Lesley
¢ has been trained to provide radio con-
i tact for Michael or other pilots. They
i have one daughter, Allison.

Lesley grew up in our assembly
and has always displayed a sweet
spirit and a desire to serve the Lord
since becoming an adult. From the

¢ time she and Michael were married,
¢ they prepared themselves for the mis-

sion field.
We would ask that you join us in

holding them and their work up in
i prayer.

PARK OF THE PALMS

Park of the Palms (Keystone
Heights, FL), a Christian Retirement
and Bible Conference Center., has

well-built apartment homes available
for occupancy. Call: John Forrest at
(352) 473-4926.

FATHER/SON RETREAT

The hayride and Capture the Gold
went together like a horse and car-
riage! The weather was gorgeous!
After waiting two years to play
Capture the Gold, Jay Allen led us to
a great strategic competition. As the

hay wagon rounded the mountain
roads, the sound of guitar and praise
to the Lord echoed out and area resi-
dents were greeted. Don Dunkerton
covered various character traits,
which were made especially interest-
ing with Sword drills and Reeses
candy prizes. Forty dads and their
sons enjoyed their weekend at Camp
Iroquoina. Make plans to be there
next year in the will of the Lord!

HOME CALLS
Bert Randall

On September 10, Bert Randall
went to be with the Lord. He was
born in British Colombia in 1908
and was commended from New
Zealand to full-time work in Bolivia
in 1937. After more than 60 years of
service, Mr. Randall was on his feet
at the time of his death—a direct
answer to prayer that the Lord would
not let him become a burden to those
around him. (1)
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Growing up in the Sault

Sault Ste. Marie (pronounced Soo Saint Marie) ON, has a population approximating 90,000—and
five assemblies! The fifth is Queen Street Bible Chapel. Here’s an update.

It’s hard to believe, but exactly :
five years before the above photo was
taken, nine adults (with their 7 chil-
dren) met for the first Breaking of :
Bread at what would become the

Queen Street Bible Chapel.

On December 6, 1998, the saints
there were thrilled, as close to 170
people gathered for their Christmas
Program. Many of those attending,
some for the first time, were unsaved

i friends and relatives. The children

gave a clear and winsome presenta-
tion of the gospel in word and song.
Jabe Nicholson brought a closing
message. Prayer continues for the
seed sown.

What has God wrought! (1)

AFTERMATH OF BOMBING

While the US and British bombing
of Iraq has subsided, mission agen- :

cies in the West are feeling its after-

effects. Words of Hope’s plans to visit
Egypt have been put on hold. Right :
after the US/British strikes on Iraq :

they were advised by the Christians
in Egypt to postpone the trip. There
have been a number of credible
threats by various organizations
against American targets as a retalia-

tory gesture, because of the bombing
of Iraq. The threats aren’t necessarily :

bad for evangelism. The work of the
gospel can’t be stopped just because
there are threats of opposition; that’s
always been the case...sometimes

people have to be willing to lay down
their lives. But, you balance that :

against whether or not the same

objectives could be accomplished in

a different way or by delaying a trip.

—MNN

MORE MARTYRS
Another Christian has been brutal-

ly murdered in Sri Lanka, the second
killing in two months of church

members in Jaffna. Both incidents
came shortly after threats were made
by area Hindu groups. The church’s
ministry has been mainly among the
Hindus.
It is

estimated that more

Christians have been martyred for

their faith in the 20th century than the
total in the previous 1900 years. One
estimate: approximately 150,000
Christians martyred each year.

TERRY WINTER HOMECALL
Suddenly on December 10, 1998.
Born and raised in British Columbia,
Winter trusted Christ under the min-
istry of Stan Ford. He gained nation-
al prominence as host of a Christian
television show begun in 1975. The
show presently airs on 28 Canadian

UI[PLOQIK e FEBRUARY 1999

stations, featuring interviews with
leading international Christians.
More than one million people in
Canada and the US watch weekly. For
more than 30 years, Terry conducted
evangelistic crusades across Canada.

DO YOU HAVE YOUR 1999
MISSIONARY PRAYER
HANDBOOK?

Each year the staff of Christian
Missions in Many Lands (in conjunc-
tion with MSC Canada) does a great
service to the Lord’s people by
preparing a handbook of assembly
commended missionaries from North
America. If you
are serious about
intercession (or
would like to be),
this book is a
must. For more
info., call: 800-
952-2382. (1)



| ISAIAH SPEAKS

)

His times, our times

The days in which the prophet Isaiah ministered are amazingly like conditions

in the Christianized West.
A. RENDLE SHORT

et’s pay a visit to old

Jerusalem. The period is

early in the reign of King

Ahaz. The main factors in

the situation are the two
mighty empires of Egypt in the south,
and Assyria far to the northeast.

Egypt has had its ups and downs;
dynasty has succeeded dynasty, some
strong, some weak, but a great power
it remains, thanks to the overflowing
Nile, which has made Egypt a gra-
nary of the world. Fortunately for
Israel, its southern neighbor has in
the main been non-aggressive.

Assyria is a different and newer
factor. True, it is far away, but of late
it has been showing signs of a very
dangerous, enterprising spirit. The
king, Tiglath-Pileser (abbreviated to
Pul in 2 Ki. 15:19), has been an insa-
tiable conqueror, like those carni-
vores that kill, not to eat, but for the
joy of killing. He has annexed north
Syria. He has already taken tribute
from the kings of Damascus,
Hamath, Tyre, Menahem of Samaria,
Judah, Edom and Moab.

Thus all the buffer states between
Assyria and Judah are showing signs
of weakness. Unfortunately, if Egypt
and Assyria come to blows, the road
by which they must get at one anoth-
er lies through the territory of Judah.

However, at present, there is no
active trouble threatening from either
Egypt or Assyria; the pressing dan-
gers are nearer home. The present
king of Samaria is the enterprising
Pekah, son of Remaliah, who has
murdered Menahem’s son and suc-

The

Isaiah

scroll
from
Qumran

ceeded him. He is now planning to
invade Judah in company with Rezin,

king of Syria. It looks as if they will
¢ be much too strong for Ahaz.

We travel through the country

i towards Jerusalem, and notice that it

seems fairly prosperous. We pass

numerous large estates, evidently
i belonging to well-to-do owners. The

fields are well cultivated, and the hill-
sides are covered with vineyards and
cucumber gardens, each with its
lonely-looking little stone shack for

the watchman (Isa. 1:8).

But a glance at the peasantry,

herded together in miserable villages,
i reveals another side of the story.

Their mouths are full of bitter talk
against these rich folk who have
filched away their small holdings
from them, either by fraud, debt, or

i violence, to add to their estates (Isa.

5:8). It is useless to seek redress. The

judges are all in the pocket of the rich

landowners; your cause is laughed
out of court if you can’t bribe those

who rule there (Isa. 1:23, 33:15; Mic.

2:2, 3:11). The land-laws are all
against the poor man, and the scribes
who keep the court registers are all in
league to cheat him (Isa. 10:1-2).

The landscape is beautiful and
variegated. In the wilder parts there
are high bare hills, often capped by
some small edifice which we cannot
at this distance identify. Some of the
valleys are narrow, deep, and stony;
others are well-wooded.

A nearer acquaintance with these
places, however, proves to be revolt-
ing. The edifices on the hilltops are
idol shrines or altars, each with its
wooden or stone image. Sometimes
there is a tree hung with votive offer-
ings, and a circle of boulders enclos-
es the sacred area. The paths entering
the thickets lead us to more shrines
and images, little brick altars for
incense, stones for pouring out liba-
tions upon, and tables for feasting.

True, in some cases the people
assure us that these sacrifices are
intended to honor Jehovah, but many
only recognize some obscure local
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deity or some Phoenician idol. (Papyri of the Jewish
colony at Elephantine, dating from the 5th century Bc,
show evidences of an extraordinary mixture of Jehovah-
worship and idolatry.)

It doesn’t make much difference. The meat laid on
those heathen tables is often swine’s flesh, or other abom-
inable things. And in the dark depths of that valley, under
the clefts of the rock, are the mounds of newly-turned-up
earth where they have buried what was left of their own
slaughtered infants slain to propitiate Moloch in some
day of adversity (Isa. 57:5-7, 66:17; 2 Ki. 16:3-4).

One godly old villager, with passion and solemnity,
tells us of a great prophet at Jerusalem, Isaiah by name,
who has pronounced the doom of the Lord for these
things: “Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even
great and fair, without inhabitant; yea, ten acres of vine-
yard shall yield one bath (instead of the normal 500), and
the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah (Isa. 5:9-10).

Let’s go on to Jerusalem. That, at least, is under the
shadow of the temple, which Solomon built for the Lord.
There the priests and prophets of Jehovah are congregat-
ed. But we soon find that town and countryside are all
alike. As they are remote from the woods and hills, they
worship their Nature-gods in their town gardens; under a
tree, the same altars are set up for the same ritual (Isa.
1:29, 66:17). Even the cemeteries are pressed into ser-
vice, and the valley of the son of Hinnom is the best-
known place for the infant sacrifices. The king, himself,
has used it for that purpose.

The same loud and only too well-founded complaints
are heard of injustice, bribery, violence, and lying. No
man dare trust his neighbor. Even murder of the poor is
common and has no remedy. The rich grind the faces of
the poor, flay the skin off them by their extortions, and,
figuratively speaking, break their bones, chop them in
pieces, and put them in the pot (Isa. 1:15, 3:15, 33:15).

Down the street come two men whom we can at once
recognize by the white robe of the one and the hairy gar-
ment of the other as priest and prophet respectively. But
they are walking very unsteadily, and as they pass us it is
evident that they are both much the worse for liquor. We
glance at the apartment from which they came out, and
are disgusted to see that the tables and floor are full of
vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean. If the
priest and the prophet behave thus, what can we expect of
the people? (Isa. 28:7-8; Heb. shaghii—reel from intoxi-
cation; fa ‘i—go astray).

These are the men; are the women any better? Here
come two daughters of Zion. Wealthy, careless, flippant,
very much overdressed, and thinking mostly about their
clothes and the impression they are making, they come
mincing down the street, throwing languishing glances in

the direction of all the well-to-do young men they meet.
There is no overlooking them; the little bells on their
ankles, tinkling as they walk, appeal to our ears and draw
all eyes. They are covered with ornaments of gold and sil-
ver; rings, chains, pendants, crescents, mirrors, earrings,
nose jewels, amulets, and bracelets. What a display! The
shawls, headdresses, and gowns of fine white linen would
furnish the wherewithal to keep a poor family in the back
streets for a year (Isa. 32:9, 3:16-24).

The poor man in his cottage is not always very fair in
his judgments of the rich, especially if he has a grievance.
Perhaps we should call at one of these good houses and
see for ourselves. But the great man and his lady do not
improve on acquaintance. The house is furnished with
wanton display and luxury; lord and lady are reclining on
silken cushions spread on priceless ivory couches, listen-
ing to the music of the viol and other instruments, chant-
ing and singing, but they have undeniably taken too freely
of the wine in their costly goblets and bowls. Their bod-
ies are fragrant with ointments. The most delicate meat,
veal, and lamb is on the tables before them, yet the whole
scene is not an edifying one. They care nothing for the
fate of the nation (Amos 3:12, 6:4-6; Isa. 28:1).

We will try the shops in the bazaar. It is possible for a
nation to be morally rotten, and yet show a certain respect
for ordinary commercial integrity. The keeper of the stall
is quite a prosperous man. But when we ask him to weigh
up some goods, and have a close eye to his proceedings,
we become suspicious. He will not let you look carefully
at his balances, nor does he respond to the invitation to
show that they are true. And the wheat he wants to sell is
wretchedly poor in quality. We recollect hearing a frag-
ment of a sermon recently preached by a prophet: “Can |
be pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of
deceitful weights?” (Mic. 6:10-12; Amos 8:4-8).

Let’s see how it fares with the Temple of Jehovah.
There, at least, we expect to find piety and righteousness.
We approach it from the south, and enter the Great Court.
Entering this, we are face to face with the magnificent
front of the Temple itself, with the two brazen pillars,
about forty feet high, standing before it. The building
itself of white stone, looks in the sunlight like a mountain
of snow.

But, to the indignation of the older, conservative
Israelites, the king and the high priest Uriah have recent-
ly pushed Solomon’s altar to the north side of the court,
where it stands neglected, and a new altar copied from a
heathen model at Damascus has taken its place. Also,
Solomon’s laver has been taken down from the backs of
its twelve brazen oxen, and laid on the ground.

In spite of its architectural glory, the building and
annexes look undeniably shabby. True, there are plenty of
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worshippers, at least on a feast day. The processions are
quite imposing, and the animal sacrifices without stint.
“Is not the Lord among us? No evil can come upon us,”
is the pious refrain they sing (Mic. 3:11).

But the very men who are so forward at the temple are

morally no better than the rest, and just as ready to go to
sacrifice at some idol shrine. In fact, beneath the very
shadow of the house of the Lord are certain groups of
dwellings where all the nameless vices of the East are
practiced in the name of religion; there hide like vermin

The Ishtar Gate of the city of Babylon

ISB;BH: THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP

ntil the middle of the last century, almost all
w we knew about the kings of Assyria was con-
tained in the Bible, and in unreliable notices in
the Greek historians. So mighty a monarch as Sargon
was unknown to us, apart from the reference in Isaiah
20:1, and it was open for any critic to find fault with
the inspired narrative without any outside means of
checking his theories. But in 1842, the French explorer
Botta began a dig at Khorsabad, bringing to light an
immense palace, full of sculptures, including many of
the famous Assyrian winged bulls, erected by Sargon.
Shortly after, Layard and others excavated the ruins
of the palaces of Sennacherib and other Assyrian kings.
There they found lifelike statues of the kings, and
inscriptions giving the official history of their reigns.
Several copies of the Assyrian Eponym Calendar were
discovered, which gives the name of an officer (limmu)
for every year, and often a catalog of the outstanding
events of the year, giving a very accurate means of dat-
ing the history both of the Assyrians and of the Jews.
Tiglath-Pileser Il (745-727 Bc), a great warrior, sub-
dued Babylonia and assumed the title of king of
Babylon. He besieged Arpad, and took it, then descend-
ed on Syria, and his records state that the kings of
Hamath, Damascus, Tyre, and Minihimmi of Samaria
(evidently Menahem) paid him tribute (2 Ki. 15:19-20).
Later, we read: “Pakaha (Pekah) their king I killed, and
Ausa | placed over them.” Ahaz’ tribute is mentioned.
He also overran Galilee (2 Ki. 15:29). The annals next
describe the capture of Damascus, after a long siege (cf.
Isa. 7:16; 10:9; 17:1). In 727 Bc, Tiglath-Pileser died.
The delight which this event caused in Palestine is
referred to in Isaiah 14:29-31. But it was short-lived.
The ascension of Shalmaneser IV (727-722) was the
signal for a general revolt in Syria and Palestine, backed
by the new Ethiopian king who exercised an overlord-
ship over Egypt, Shabaka (the So’ of 2 Ki. 17:4). He had
to lay siege to Tyre again, and also to Samaria.
Samaria was taken in the second year of the reign of
Sargon (722-705) and 27,280 captives were carried
off. Next year, he thoroughly chastised Shabaka of

Egypt at Raphia, near Gaza.
Tyre fell and Hamath was con-
quered by Assyrians.

The succeeding years do
not concern us; he was busy
fighting in the north. In his
later years, he sent his Tartan
or chief general to Ashdod
(cf. Isa. 20:1). He claims also
to be “the conqueror of the L
land of Judah, whose situation is remote.” His last
years were spent in building and beautifying his won-
derful palace at Khorsabad, where he was murdered.

Sennacherib (705-681 Bc) was Sargon’s son. The
monuments show him as a short, stout, powerfully
built man, with the usual square-cut hair, square
Assyrian beard, and a large nose. His first campaign was
against Merodach-Baladan of Babylon and his allies the
Elamites, and he claims complete success.

In 701, he turned his attention to Syria, Palestine,
and Egypt, all of which had been conspiring against him
again. The people of Ekron had expelled their king Padi,
the Assyrian nominee, and he was imprisoned by
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. Sennacherib marched down by
way of the coast, reducing Sidon on the way, subdued
Philistia, and besieged Lachish and many other Hebrew
cities. There is in the British Museum a bas-relief of the
siege of Lachish, from Nineveh.

The most relevant part of his inscription reads as
follows: “But Hezekiah of Judah, who had not submit-
ted to my yoke, | besieged 46 of his strong cities,
fortresses, and small cities of their environs without
number (and) by casting down their walls(?)...Himself
| shut up like a caged bird in Jerusalem his royal city;
the walls | fortified against him (and) whosoever came
out of the gates of the city | turned back....”

Esarhaddon, Asshurbanipal, and several smaller
kings followed. In 606 (in 1923, a tablet was discovered
which seems to make the date 612), the Assyrian
empire came to an end at the hands of the Medes and
Babylonians. —A. R. S. 1]
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the loathsome ¢ ‘dheshim (2 Ki. 23:7; it is possible that
these only date from the reign of Manasseh).

In one of the temple courts there is a group of people
listening to a prophet, a villainous looking fellow, in his
rough sheepskin cloak. He is in a frenzy, but it looks sus-
piciously like the frenzy of strong drink. His talk is pious
and orthodox enough. He is full of the glories and peace
of Jerusalem, the wonders of her temple, and the care the
Lord has for His chosen nation. Psalms roll off his
tongue like nursery-rhymes. Presently, in response to a
request, he turns to private soothsaying for one of his
patrons, and gets a good fee for it. It is just as well to
keep on the right side of him, or you may be the subject
of his next anathema (Mic. 2:11; 3:5, 11).

Down a side street there is a narrow entry leading into
a darkened room, from which strange mutterings are
issuing. We do not care to go in, but on enquiry we learn
that the man who lives there is a spiritist, and claims to
be able to call up and consult the dead—for payment, of
course. There may be something in it, or it may all be
lies. “You can’t trust anybody these days,” says our infor-
mant, “not even your own wife and family; in fact, they
are likely to be your worst enemies; honesty simply isn’t
to be found” (Isa. 8:19; Mic. 7:2, 5-6).

So far, our discoveries have been very gloomy and
disquieting. Priest and people holding to the outer form
of religion, grafting their own notions of what is befitting
in worship onto the old phraseology, but leaving the
essence of the law of God entirely outside. One may sac-
rifice to Jehovah or to Baalim on the same day and
almost with the same ceremony. In all ages, how popular
is the outward and respectable form of religion, and how
unpopular the inward and searching reality!

We ask, anxiously: “Is there no one left of the old-
time faith? Is there no prophet truly of the Lord? We are
told: “Yes, there are a few. There is the prophet Isaiah.
And there is a countryman, not so much before the pub-
lic, but a great preacher. His name is Micah the
Morasthite. They do say, too, that the king’s son,
Hezekiah, has been under Isaiah’s influence, and holds
the same views—but he is a mere child.”

We await a day when the prophet Isaiah takes his
stand, perhaps in the temple courts, or in the open spaces
near the city gates. We shall not attempt to describe him,
except to say that he wears the garb of the prophetic
order, and is somewhere about 25 or 30 years old, as far
as we can tell. He is married and has at least one son,
who bears the strange name of Shear-jashub—the rem-
nant shall return. He lives in the Tyropoean valley,
between two of the hills on which Jerusalem is built, and
which, apparently, he refers to as the Valley of Vision.
The valley is spanned by the great bridge, 100 feet high,

built by Solomon. (Part of one arch still remains, known
as Robinson’s arch.) Let us take our stand near, and hear
the sermon for the occasion.

Let me sing to my Beloved a song of my Beloved con-
cerning his vineyard (or, perhaps, The song of His love
for His vineyard). There was belonging to my Beloved
a vineyard on a very fruitful hillside. And he dug it and
cleared out the stones, and he planted it with a choice
vine, and he built a tower in the midst of it, and also a
winepress he dug out in it; and he hoped it was going
to produce good grapes, and it produced worthless
ones...And now let me tell you what I am doing to my
vineyard, I am going to remove its hedge, and it shall
be burnt up, and I am going to break down its wall,
and it shall be a downtrodden thing... For the vineyard
of Jehovah of Sabaoth is the house of Israel, and the
men of Judah a plant of His delights, and He hoped for
Jjudgment (mishpat) and behold oppression (mispach),
and for righteousness (ts° ‘dhaqah) and behold a cry
(ts*‘aqah) (Isa. 5).

The nation is the Lords, but it has grievously
departed from Him and provoked to anger the Holy
One of Israel (the prophet’s favorite name for his
Lord); they will be judged for their sins, the flame
shall consume the stubble and their blossom go up as
dust. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His
hand is stretched out still. A far nation will come with
speed swiftly, none shall be weary or stumble among
them, they shall not untie their shoes to rest at night;
they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and none
shall deliver it. The overdressed daughter of Zion in
that day shall have instead of her perfumes a stink,
and for a girdle a rope, for well-set hair baldness,
clothing not of fine linen but sackcloth, and branding
instead of beauty. How long? Until the cities be wast-
ed without inhabitant, and the land be utterly desolate.

But as the stock of a felled tree at length begins to
sprout again, so shall the stricken nation, and Shear-
jashub—the remnant shall return (Isa. 1-6).

What a gloomy message! No wonder it is intensely
unpopular. It takes a bold man to utter it. A man, too, who
is very sure of his ground, feeling deeply the wrong and
woe of the scenes we have seen. And he must be sure of
his God, of His holiness, and therefore the inevitable fact
of judgment to come—unless the people will wash, make
themselves clean, put away the evil of their doings from
before His eyes. This dim hope sustains the prophet
Isaiah through the long, often discouraging years of his
ministry. The brighter, surer hope is the certain coming of
Jehovah’s Servant, the suffering Messiah who ultimately
will set everything right. It is our hope as well. (1)
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BOUQUET OF BLESSING

ISAIAH: Salvation of Yahweh

Isaiah is rightly called the Evangelical
Prophet, and by common consent is one
of the greatest of the prophets in splendor
of intellectual endowments. He takes an
unchallenged place among the very great
writers whom humanity has produced.
His power of vivid, luminous visualiza-
tion of truth, touched with extraordinary
depth of emotion is unmatched. He is
equally distinguished for intensity and for
majesty of utterance. —W. G. Scroggie

Isaiah is justly accounted the chief of the
writing prophets. He has the most com-
prehensive testimony and is distinctly the
prophet of redemption. Nowhere else in
the Scripture written under the law have
we so clear a view of grace. The New
Testament Church does not appear, but
Messiah in His Person and sufferings,
and the blessing of the Gentiles through
Him, are in full vision. —C. I. Scofield

Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look upon the earth beneath:
for the heavens shall vanish away
like smoke, and the earth shall
wax old like a garment, and they
that dwell therein shall die in like
manner: but My salvation shall
be for ever, and My righteousness
shall not be abolished. Isa. 51:6

Isaiah is like a miniature Bible. The first
thirty-nine chapters (like the 39 books of
the Old Testament) are filled with judg-
ment upon immoral and idolatrous men.
Judah has sinned; the surrounding nations
have sinned; the whole world has sinned.
Judgment must come, for God cannot
allow such blatant sin to go unpunished
forever. But the final twenty-seven chap-
ters (like the 27 books of the New
Testament) declare a message of hope.

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on The Messiah is coming as a Saviour and a
Thee: because he trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever: Sovereign to bear a cross and wear a
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. Isaiah 26:3-4 crown. —Nelson Bible Study Helps

Visitors to Ireland’s lovely capital who appreciate Christian cul-
ture are often shown a private house where one of the greatest
musical compositions had its world premiere. It was in Dublin
on April 13, 1742 that Handel’s Messiah was first performed.
No knowledgeable person has ever questioned the excellence of
Handel’s composition as to the music, but what about the libret-
to (words) of this most famous of all oratorios? They are all
from God’s Word, especially from the OT Messianic prophe-
cies. And the prophet who contributed most to the libretto was
a Hebrew writer who lived seven centuries before the incarna-
tion of his Messiah—and Handel’s and yours, and mine. His
name is Isaiah and he wrote the longest, loveliest, and most
Messianic of OT prophecies. —WILLIAM MACDONALD

Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust,
and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHO-
VAH is my strength and my song; He also
is become my salvation. Isaiah 12:2

Isaiah is the greatest of the Hebrew prophets
and orators. For splendor of diction, brilliance
of imagery, versatility and beauty of style, he
is unequalled. Correctly he has been called the
“Prince of Old Testament Prophets.”
—MERRILL F. UNGER

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of right-
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth

herself with her jewels.

Isaiah 61:10
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-, N\ Isaiah’s name, Jehovah’s salvation, suits the immense scope of the man and his message
_I_)_rx_l_rx_l'_’j me o.d mment “.n’e.l“ only if we remember that God’s salvation includes everything He has for us in Christ, His

Perfect Servant. Salvation is clearly one of the biggest words in the Bible.

DIVISION ONE (chs. 1-39) DIVISION TWO (chs. 40-66)
PROPHETIC (chs. 1-35) HISTORIC (chs. 36-39) MESSIANIC (chs. 40-66)

THE REIGN OF GOOD KING HEZEKIAH THE DELIVERANCE OF THE REMNANT
“....chiefly ministry to the conscience of Israel and Judah, “....historical, though of a prophetical, and typical character, “...concludes the prophecy...It sets forth the utter failure of the
suffering under God’s hand in government, with Messiah’s coming | showing how, for Judah, all blessing is bound up with a Son of first man and the bringing in of the Second, the Lord from
as the goal of blessing before them...an orderly, connected series | David who goes down to death but is raised up by omnipotent heaven. Israel, as the servant of God is shown to be unfaithful in
of messages or burdens, evidently uttered by Isaiah before the power. It...is almost identical with 2 Kings 18:13 to 20:19 and every particular and is set aside that the True Servant, the Elect
iliness of Hezekiah.” —H.A. Ironside also, as to the main points, with 2 Chronicles 32" —H.A. Ironside | of Jehovah, may be manifested.” —H.A. Ironside

THE ASSYRIAN PERIOD A chs. 36-39: Events & prophecies: historic (Hezekiah)

I. Prophecies re Judah & Israel (chs. 1-12)
[] chs. 1=5: Warning: promises of judgment

AN ASSYRIAN BACKWARD LOOK

® ch. 40:1-1 I: Gathering: the voice from the wilderness

e ch. 6: Scattering: the voice from the temple 1. Recollection: Assyrian invasion (chs. 36-37) ) chs. 40:12-66: Hope: promises of restoration
A chs. 7-12: Events & prophecies: historic (Ahaz) e . l. Israel’s God & heathen gods (chs. 40:12-48)
2. Divine judgments & deliverances (chs. 13-35) 2) Hezeldah' distress (ch. 36) The first song of the Servant (ch. 42:1-9)
® chs. 13-27: Burdens alternate with Israel’s blessings b) Hezekiah's deliverance (ch. 37) 2. Sufferings & glories of the Servant (chs. 49-57)
A.The book of burdens for the nations & Judah (chs. 13-23) The second song of the Servant (ch. 49:1-13)
b) Philistia (chs. 14:28-32)  g) Edom (ch.21:11-12) The third song of the Servant (ch. 50:4-11)
;) I‘Soab (chs. Ig—l.é) . h) Ambi? (ch.2|(:j|r3]-|7}2 ” 2. Anticipation: the Babylonians (chs. 38-39) The fourth song of the Servant (ch. 52:13-53:12)
e)) Egayr:? s(z:l; |8)33)(C A7) 3 J&::ii:;,a,!:na(df?zj) ) a) Hezekiah's sickness (ch. 38) 3.The godly & ungodly and their ends (chs. 58-66)
B. Universal judgment (ch. 24) b) Hezekiah's sin (ch. 39) The Servant’s reply (ch. 61:1-3)
C.The books of songs and woes (chs. 25-27 & chs. 28-35)  peeseessecssccscccscssccssccsscssccssccsacs _
a) Song of the oppressed delivered (ch. 25:1-8) N.B.: The points preceded by colored shapes are largely from an
b) Song of the enemy humbled (ch. 25:9-12) outline by E. W. Bullinger, showing the symmetry of the book of Wilminston’s Gui . . . .
X X X gton’s Guide to the Bible has a list of quotations from lsaiah
¢) Song of the land of Judah (ch. 26) E"ah'* tolEp exah'"'ﬂ:’ t'hehﬁm a": Ias:se‘t"'":’ ] w'_ﬂ:‘a in the New Testament.Verses from lsaiah chapters 1,2, 5-14
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u chs. 28-35: Woes alternate with Jehovah’s glories » mirror one another, etc. inclusive are referenced in the New Testament. The only books
a) Woe to the crown of pride (ch. 28) * This partly answers the charge that the book of Isaiah is a without quotes from lsaiah are: | & 2 Timothy, Philemon, and 2 &
b) Woe to Ariel—Jerusalem, the Lion (ch.29:1-14) | compilation penned by various authors. The more obvious proofis | 3 John.There are 416 separate references from Isaiah included in
) Woe to the deceivers (ch. 29:15-24) the acknowledgement by the New Testament writers and by our these 22 New Testament books. Obviously, Isaiah “is very bold,”
d) Woe to the rebellious children (ch. 30) Lord Himself, quoting from every section of the book and always as Paul states, and many of the clearest and most convincing
e) Woe to those who go down to Egypt (ch. 31) ascribing the verses to Isaiah. messianic prophecies are found in this major prophet’s writings.
f) Woe to the spoiler (ch. 32) R rrrrrrrmnmnmnmnmnmImnmhonnnmmmrm>
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ISATAH 7-12

Immanuel: the virgin’s Son

Does this passage in Isaiah 9:6-7 refer only to some child born in the days of
Ahaz? Or was the king being given a preview of the coming Messiah?

ALFRED MARTIN

t is characteristic of predictive

prophecy that it often mingles

different times in one com-

posite picture. The prophet

must speak, of course, to his
own time in a way that can be under-
stood by his contemporaries. Yet he is
not confined to this. The Holy Spirit
often bears him along to distant times
and realms. The Spirit especially
brings to the notice of the prophet’s
hearers the times of Messiah.

This section of Isaiah—chapters 7
though 12—is an excellent illustra-
tion of this principle. The prophecies
were given during the reign of Ahaz
(7:1), at a time when Syria and Israel
were allied against Judah. The
craven, paganized Ahaz momentarily
expected to be destroyed by these two

enemies. Furthermore, the power of
i would not tempt the Lord. The histor-

the far mightier Assyria threatened
on the horizon.

God through His prophet promises
deliverance from these enemies, but
the ultimate deliverance of His peo-
ple can come only through the One
whose name is Immanuel. In these
chapters are some of the best-known
prophecies of the coming Christ.

THE BIRTH OF IMMANUEL

It was a mark of the degeneration
of Israel that one branch of them
would form an alliance with a pagan
nation against the other. This was not
the first time for such a sordid occur-
rence, but we can imagine the con-

Ahaz when the word came, “Syria is
confederate with Ephraim” (7:2). The

i term Ephraim is often used in the
i prophets for the Northern Kingdom
i because of the leading place that the
¢ tribe of Ephraim exercised in it.

In the midst of the universal terror,

the prophet of God sturdily went

forth at God’s command to meet the

king, taking with him—also by

divine appointment—his son with a
symbolic name-Shear-jashub, a rem-
nant shall return (7:3). Amid human
confusion there is divine assurance
and stability. “Thus saith the Lord
God, It shall not stand, neither shall it
come to pass” (7:7).

Then, to reinforce the flat state-
ment of deliverance, God invites the

king to ask for a sign. Ahaz (whose

character is well known from 1 Kings
16:30-33), with a pretense of piety,
sanctimoniously protested that he

ical record tells us that Ahaz, far from
depending on God, was even then
seeking the help of Assyria to defeat

¢ his more immediate enemies. This
: was like a mouse sending for the cat
: to help him against two rats!

Passages such as this are the test
of whether one really accepts the
Bible as the Word of God or not.
Liberal interpretation wallows in a
quagmire of immediacy. It cannot or

¢ will not admit that God can blend
: together a near and a far view. It must

seek the complete explanation of the

i passage in the prophet’s own day, and
i that in the face of the fact that the
sternation in the corrupt court of :

New Testament plainly declares oth-
erwise.
In spite of rationalistic denials and

evasions, Isaiah 7:14 is a direct
prophecy of the virgin birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The quotation of it
in Matthew 1:23 settles the question.
Objection is raised that this could not
be a sign to Ahaz, since the fulfill-
ment did not come until long after
his day. But the statement was made
not merely to the individual, Ahaz,
but to the “house of David,” which
Ahaz represented—no matter how
poorly—in his generation. There is
no need to see in this prophecy two
children, one born at that time by
natural processes and the other the
virgin-born Son. Exhaustive studies
by Robert Dick Wilson and others
have shown that the Hebrew word is
properly translated “virgin”; certain-
ly the Greek word in Matthew 1:23,
which is a quotation of this verse
from Isaiah, can be translated in no
other way.

There is, of course, contingency
in the prophecy. The thought of verse
16 seems to be that if the baby
Immanuel were born in the immedi-
ate future, before He would be old
enough to make known His distinc-
tion between good and evil, the two
enemy kings would withdraw. There
is, therefore, both a message for the
age and a message for the ages. Ahaz
has the assurance that the Syrio-
Israelitic invasion will not prevail;
the house of David has the greater
assurance of the great Deliverer,
Immanuel.

This great prophetic name of the
Lord Jesus Christ— “God with
us”—sets forth both His deity and

[PLOCIK e FEBRUARY 1999



IMMANUEL: THE VIRGIN’S SON

His humanity. This is what John had in mind when he
said: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).
The same truth is revealed in a parallel passage to this in
Isaiah 9. In connection with these prophecies one should
read the passage on the person of Christ in Philippians
2:5-11.

THE ASSYRIAN INVASION

The prophet goes on to show that
Assyria will come in a more devastat-

4 |
ing invasion than that of Syria and o ,;:‘:]'"h';—: = =+ exaggerate the worth of Christ. He is
Israel (7:20). As a symbol of this com- ol Prseesebess e G| “Wonderful” in His unique Person and

ing judgment, Isaiah is instructed to
name his second son, Maher-shalal- .
hash-baz, Haste ye, haste ye to the spoil ~— [===
(8:1, 3). No matter how great a confed-
eration of enemies there will be, how-
ever, God will deliver Judah if they will
look to Him. They are to stand in rever-
ential fear before Him rather than in
terror of any adversaries: “Sanctify the
Lord of hosts Himself; and let Him be
your fear, and let Him be your dread”
(8:13).

Against those false teachers who
would turn the people to idolatrous and
abominable spiritism, Isaiah exhorts
them to seek unto God. He alone can
bring deliverance.

THE DAVIDIC KINGDOM AND KING

-

Here again a tremendous leap is made across the cen-
turies. In fact, two leaps are made. We are informed in
the New Testament that the prophecy is partially fulfilled
in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in Galilee at His
first advent (cf. 9:1-2 with Mt. 4:13-16).

Nevertheless it must be acknowledged that here, as
elsewhere, the two comings of Christ are brought togeth-
er in one prophecy. Indeed, from the Old Testament alone
it could not be clearly seen that there were to be two com-
ings. That is a New Testament amplification. Peter tells
of the bewilderment of the Old Testament prophets. “Of
which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when [He]
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow” (1 Pet. 1:10-11).

The birth of the child prophesied in Isaiah 9:6 has
taken place long ago, at Christ’s first coming; His uni-
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The portion of the Isaiah scroll
containing the renowned 7:14.

versal reign has not yet been fulfilled. That awaits His
return. Here, as has been noted, are the two natures of
Christ in one Person. “A child is born”—that is His per-
fect humanity. “A son is given”—that is His absolute
deity. Lest there be any doubt of this fact, the prophecy
gives Him titles which no mere man could have:
“Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.”

In a day when men are praised too much, even among
Christians, we need to praise Him who alone is worthy of
praise. It is easy to exaggerate in our
estimation of men; no one could ever

in His unique atoning work. No one
else is the God-Man; no one else could
die for our sins, or even help Him to do
so: “When He had by Himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3).

In Him are “hid all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). No
wonder His name is “Counselor.” His
almighty power, manifested in creation
and available to us, is seen in His title,
“The mighty God.” He is “The Father
of eternity,” the One who nourishes His
own forever. He is the “Prince of
Peace,” the One who brings peace to
the individual and who will ultimately
bring peace to the world. In order to show the certainty of
this, the statement is made, “The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this,” a statement which occurs only in two
other places (Isa. 37:32; 2 Ki. 19:31).

GOD’S STRETCHED-OUT HAND OF JUDGMENT

| = I ——

The stretched-out hand of God, as seen repeatedly in
this section (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4; cf. also 5:25), is not in
this instance a display of mercy, but instead, an indication
of judgment. God’s previous judgments have not had the
desired effect of turning His people to repentance (9:13);
therefore He must continue to smite them.

We find, then, a paradoxical fact: God is actually
using the wicked nation of Assyria to punish His own
people (10:5). “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee”
(Ps. 76:10). Yet God will not allow Assyria to escape His
righteous judgment. How men delude themselves into
thinking that they are going their own way, declaring their
independence of God! Assyria, that mighty nation, is
serving a divine purpose as a tool in the Lord’s hand. This
does not excuse Assyria’s actions or absolve it of its guilt:
“Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath
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performed His whole work upon mount Zion and on
Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the
king of Assyria, and the glory of His high looks” (10:12).

God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility are always
in perfect balance in the Word of God. Even though we
are not able to reconcile these paradoxical facts, we can
believe both because the Bible teaches both. God is sov-
ereign in His universe; and at the same time man is fully
accountable to God for all his acts.

The reference to “that day” (v. 20) seems to carry the
prophecy over from the historical invasion in the
prophet’s own time to another tremendous invasion of the
land in the end-time. Whatever the exact connection may
be, the sequel in chapter 11 would seem to indicate such
a far view.

THE BRANCH FROM JESSE’S ROOT

How exquisitely the Lord Jesus Christ is portrayed in
these messages of the evangelical prophet! Here (11:1)
He is characterized again as the “Branch,” although the
Hebrew word here is not the same as in 4:2. He is seen as

the true successor of David, the Messiah-King. The
description of His endowment by the Spirit of God (v. 2)
recalls that “God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
Him” (Jn. 3:34). His kingdom has been seen in a previ-
ous passage (9:7) as bringing peace; here the emphasis is
upon the righteousness which will characterize it. Men
are always looking for peace, but are not ready for a
peace that will be based on righteousness. No ordinary
man, no matter how good his intentions may be, could
possibly reign in perfect righteousness. Only the all-
knowing, all-wise, all-holy Son of God can reign in right-
eousness (cf. 32:1).

Many are disposed to allegorize or spiritualize the Old
Testament prophecies concerning the kingdom. Fulfilled
prophecy, however, furnishes us a standard by which to
interpret prophecy yet unfulfilled. If the prophecies con-
cerning the sufferings of Christ were fulfilled in general
in a literal manner, ought we not to expect the prophecies
concerning His glory to be similarly fulfilled?

None can deny that there are many figures of speech
in the prophetic passages; nor can God describe the com-

THE BOOK OF
IMMANUEL

(chapters 7-12)

\ Jl.

A. The birth of Immanuel (7:1-16)
I. Occasion of the prophecy (7:1-9)
2. The sign to the House of David (7:10-16)
B. The Assyrian invasion (7:18-8:22)
C. The Davidic kingdom and king (9:1-7)
D. God’s hand of judgment (9:8-10:34)
E. The Branch from Jesse’s root (11:1-16)
F. The song of redemption (12:1-6)

ing glory for us in a way that we can understand com-
pletely. But if kingdom prophecy means anything, it
means that there will come a day when Christ shall lit-
erally reign over this literal earth. This Messianic reign
is often referred to as the Millennium, from the pas-
sage concerning the thousand years in Revelation 20.
The New Testament tells us that eventually the mater-
ial creation is to be delivered from the bondage into
which it came because of man’s sin (Rom. 8:19-22).
This brief picture in Isaiah 11 shows us something of
the glory of that day: “They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea”
(11:9).

The “highway” for the “remnant” of God’s people
finds an echo in later chapters of Isaiah (35:8; 40:3), an
indication of a fact which every student of Isaiah
should observe—the prophet’s repeated use of themes
or motifs.

THE SONG OF REDEMPTION

This lovely song, with which the section closes,
expresses the praise and thanksgiving of the godly
remnant of Israel in the coming day of salvation, “that
day” (v. 1). It is in two parts (vv. 1-2 and vv. 3-6). The
first part looks back upon the judgment of God and
then rests in His comfort (cf. 40:1). It acknowledges
God as “strength,” “song,” and “salvation.” The second
part is a pure hymn of praise, celebrating the “Holy
One of Israel” in the midst of His people in Zion. And
we rejoice with those who do rejoice.
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DEVOTIONAL

VYindicated at last

Isaiah 53 does not end with a root out of dry ground
or a lamb led to the slaughter.

F. B. MEYER

here is only one brow
which this
thorns will fit. As the
eunuch sat in his chariot
and read this wonderful
lyric of sorrow even unto death, he
questioned of whom the writer spoke.
Philip, in reply, commenced to preach
from this same scripture, Jesus.
Efforts have been made to apply
this prophecy to one or another of the
great sufferers of history: Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, or some unknown martyr in
the days of the captivity. And it is
quite likely, since sorrow and pain are
the heritage of all, that in some par-
ticulars this vision was realized by
lesser men than the Son of Man. A
child’s hand may strike notes on the
Freyburg organ, but who but the
Christ could take these words in their
entirety and say, “This portrait is
Mine; there is not a line here which
has not its correspondence in Me.”
When the Man of Nazareth
approaches, and claims to have ful-
filled this dark and bitter record,
when He opens his heart and shows
its scars; when He asks if there were
ever grief like His—who would dare
to challenge His right to claim this
empire as His own? In fact, deep
down in the heart, there is a tacit con-
fession that He drank more bitter
draught than even these words record.
This elegy of sorrow is unfortu-
nately divided by the arbitrary
arrangement of the chapters in our
Bibles. Really, it begins at 52:13,
with the word which so often arrests
attention in this book, “Behold.” It

consists of five stanzas of three vers-
es each, the closing paragraphs being
somewhat longer. No English transla-

i tion can give a conception of the
crown of

cadence and sad minor tones which
sob through its chords.

The theme is the sufferings of the
Servant of God; the wrong conclu-

sions which His fellows formed of

them; and the triumphant vindication
which He has received.

A STORY OF SORROW AND PAIN

Three mysteries meet here, as
clouds brood darkly when a thunder-
storm is imminent:

The mystery of humiliation. The
tender plant painfully pushing its
way through the crust of the caked
ground; the absence of natural attrac-
tiveness—such imagery receives its
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VINDICATED AT LAST

full interpretation from the New Testament, with its story
of Christ’s peasant parentage, His manger-bed, and lowly
circumstances; fisherfolk His choice disciples; poverty
His constant lot; the common people His devoted admir-
ers; thieves and malefactors on either side of His cross;
the lowly and poor the constituents of His Church. This
was humiliation indeed, though the irregularities of
human lot are scarcely distinguishable from the heights
from whence He came.

The profoundest stoop of His humility was that He
became man at all. He was Infinite in His unstinted
blessedness; rich with the wealth that has flowered out
into the universe; radiant in the dazzling beauty of per-
fect moral excellence. What agony, therefore, must have
been His—to breathe our tainted air, to live in daily con-
tact with sinners, and to be perpetually surrounded by the
most miserable and plague-stricken of the race! And that
He should die—that the Life-giver should pass under the
dark portal of the grave! That the Son of God should
become obedient to a death of ignominy and shame at the
hands of men is a mystery of humiliation indeed.

The mystery of sorrow. You can see its ineffaceable
marks on that marred face. We need no further proof that
He was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief. But
what is sorrow? Each of us knows by experience what it
is; but who can define it, or say in a sentence of what it
consists? It is that emotion which results when love
meets with dark shadows threatening its beloved. There
is doubtless a selfish kind of sorrow which repines at
losses that can be counted in gold, and bewails the cur-
tailing of sensual gratification. But this may not be men-
tioned here, where we are within the precincts of the sor-
row of the world’s Redeemer. We are treating sorrow as it
might exist in His peerless heart, and in those who are
being molded in His image.

When love beholds its objects eluding its embrace—
their love turning cold, their souls poisoned by misun-
derstanding and misrepresentation, their lives engulfed
by eddies from which it would save them if it could, but
they refuse its aid—then there is sorrow; as rain meeting
a blast of frosty air will turn to snow.

We need go no further for the reason why Jesus sor-
rowed as He did. It could not have been otherwise. Men
could not be loved by Him without causing Him infinite
pain. Have you not wounded Him, crucified Him, wrung
His heart, just because you were not able to appreciate
the sensitivity of the heart which was pouring out its
stores for you? Throughout the ages He has come to His
own, and they have barred the door to His entrance; He
has desired to gather them, as a hen her chicks, but they
have refused Him; He has come into His garden to gath-
er the precious fruit and spices that would refresh His

soul, but He has found the wall in ruins, and the choice
stores rifled; slights, where there should have been ten-
derness; rebuffs, where He looked for a welcome; put to
open shame, instead of in the inner shrine of esteem and
love. Surely this will account for this mystery of sorrow.

The mystery of pain. Wounded, bruised, chastised; the
spittle of the soldiery on His face; the scourge plowing
long red seams in His flesh; the bloody sweat beading His
brow; the cry “Forsaken!”; the sigh of the broken heart
wrung from His lips. There is suffering here! Well might
Pilate cry, as though to move the pity of the crowd with
such a spectacle of misery, “Behold the Man!”

O King of suffering and sorrow! Monarch of the
marred face, none has ever approached Thee in the
extremity of Thy grief; we bow the knee, and bid Thee
“All Hail!” We are conquered by Thy tears and woes; our
hearts are enthralled; our souls inspired; our lives surren-
dered to Thy disposal for the execution of purposes which
cost Thee so dear.

WRONG SUPERFICIAL CONCLUSIONS

Every age has connected misery with guilt, anguish
with iniquity, suffering with sin. Special pain has been
regarded as the indication of special wrong-doing. It was
in vain that Job protested his innocence; his friends
insisted that the reason of his awful sufferings must be
sought in evils, which, though he had screened them from
the gaze of men, were doubtless well known to himself
and God. The awful absence of sight which the blind man
had suffered from his birth made the disciples speculate
on the likelihood of his having perpetrated some terrible
crime in a previous state of existence, of which that pri-
vation was the evidence and the result. And when, on the
storm-swept shore of Malta, the apostle’s hand was sud-
denly encircled by the viper, creeping out of the heat, the
natives concluded that he was a murderer, who, though he
had escaped the sea, could not escape the penalty which
justice demanded. So the verdict which the thoughtless
crowd might be disposed to pass on the sufferings of
Christ would be that they were, without doubt, richly
merited. This is the explanation put into the mouth of His
own people by the prophet: “We did esteem Him smitten
of God, and afflicted.”

Perhaps the members of the Pharisee party who con-
sented to His death, swept on against their better judg-
ment by the virulence of Caiaphas and Annas, may have
comforted themselves, as the shadows of that memorable
day fell on the empty crosses, that such sufferings could
not have been permitted by God to overtake the Nazarene
had He not been guilty of the blasphemy for which He
was judged worthy of death.

But all this while Jesus opened not His mouth. Silent
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before Caiaphas, except when His refusal to speak might
appear to compromise His claims to death; silent before
Herod, as one to whom speech was vain; silent before
Pilate, except when the Roman governor seemed really
eager to know the truth— “He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep, dumb before her shearers, so
He opened not His mouth.”

Why this speechlessness? In part it was due to the
Saviour’s clear apprehension of the futility of arguing
with those who were bent on crucifying Him. It was also
due to the quiet rest of His soul on God, as He commit-
ted Himself to Him that judgeth righteously,
and anticipated the hour when the Father
would arise to give Him a complete vindica-

His

grant violation of the principles of Jewish jurisprudence.
But where high-handed evil rushes forward, then our wis-
est and most Christ-like attitude is not to revile again, nor
threaten, but to lift up our eyes to the hills from whence
our help comes.

THE SUFFERER’S VINDICATION

It may tarry, but it surely comes at length. It came, and
is always coming, to Christ. Each age has only estab-
lished more completely His absolute moral beauty; the
dignity and majesty of His bearing under the sufferings

of His last hour; and the infinite value of His
Cross.
Vindicated by the growing convictions of men.

tion. But it was due also to His consciousness resu rrection, We, the prophet says, speaking of men gener-
of carrying in His breast a golden secret, His ally—we esteemed Him not, because we
another explanation of His sufferings than exa'tation’ thought that God was punishing Him for His
men were aware of, a divine solution of the His sin, but now we have discovered that He bore

mystery of human guilt.

We give our highest eulogy to those who
suffer for others without a murmur of com-
plaint; carrying silently a load of pain and
grief which these have caused them; misun-
derstood and maligned, but keeping their lips
fast sealed, lest the true reason should escape
until the best moment had come for its reve-
lation. With what reverence then should we
not regard the Lord’s reticence. He knew the secret that
underlay the Levitical dispensation, and that gave all its
meaning to His own approaching death—the great law of
the transference of suffering. He realized that He was
God’s Lamb, on whom the sin of the world was lying; the
scapegoat carrying guilt into a land of forgetfulness; the
antitype of bull, and calf, and dove.

His soul was quieted under the conviction of these
sublime conceptions, and He could afford to be dumb
until He had put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
What though men judged Him falsely, God the Father
knew all that was in His heart. Time would vindicate Him
presently: what He carried as a secret in His heart would
be proclaimed from the housetops of the world.

We all need to learn this lesson. We are so quick to
pour the story of our wrongs into the ears of men, com-
plaining of every injury and slight. We are prone to rush
into speech or print, justifying our conduct, rebutting
false accusations, and demanding justice. All this is
unworthy of those who know that God is waiting in the
shadow, “keeping watch upon His own,” and sure to
bring their righteousness to the light, their judgment to
the noonday. For the sake of the wrong-doer we should
endeavor to arrest the commission of wrong; as Jesus did
when He remonstrated with the high priest for his fla-

installation on
the Father’s
throne...
all this
and more is

His

vindication

our griefs, and carried our sorrows; that He
was wounded for our transgressions, bruised
for our iniquities, chastened for our peace. In
other words, the great truth of substitution is
looming ever clearer on the conscience and
heart of man. As never before, light is break-
ing on the heights of the doctrine of vicarious
suffering, bringing into distinctness that won-
drous line of virgin peaks which no human
foot but One has ever scaled. Not that we can fully mea-
sure or define what Jesus did for us on the cross; but that
we are coming to understand that His sufferings there
have secured redemption for mankind, and laid the foun-
dation of a temple whose walls are salvation and its gates
praise. The growing conviction of this fact is, in part,
Christ’s vindication.

Vindicated by the trust of each individual soul. Each
time one comes to Him, and finds peace and salvation in
His wounds, cleansing in His precious blood, shelter
beneath the outspread arms of His cross, He sees His
seed, He sees of the travail of His soul, and is satisfied;
He is vindicated, and recompensed for all His pain.

Vindicated by His exaltation to the right hand of
power. “Ye denied the holy and righteous One, and killed
the Prince of Life, whom God raised from the dead.” That
is His vindication, that He is seated on His Father’s
throne, entrusted with all authority, and able to save to the
uttermost all who come. Every cry of angel or seraph that
He is worthy; every crown cast at His feet, or palm waved
in His train; every accession of honor and glory as the
ages roll; His raising of the dead; His session on the great
white throne; His eternal reign—all attest the vindication
of the Sufferer and His Father. “...and the pleasure of the
Lord shall prosper in His hand” (Isa. 53:10). (1)
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LIVING ASSEMBLIES

INTER-ASSEMBLY CO-OPERATION

The Macedonians gave to others because they first gave themselves to the Lord.

am privileged to live in an area where five

assemblies enjoy happy fellowship with one

another. These assemblies grew from one over

the years. Each time a few believers left their

assembly in harmony, with the interest of seeing another

assembly planted. Four times a year we meet for a united

prayer and ministry meeting. The elders meet annually to

review joint ministry outreaches, although never to dis-
cuss local assembly business. It is a delightful blessing.

Autonomy or self government is one of the character-
istics of the New Testament church. The early apostles
never organized groups of assemblies, but each was
intended to function independently and
accountable to the Lord Himself. He was Head
of the Church, Paul would show the Corinthians
(1 Cor. 11), the Ephesians (Eph. 1:22; 4:15) and
the Colossians (Col. 1:18; 3:19). No church
would form special fellowships or associations :
with other churches in an exclusive way.

W. E. Vine states it well: “The only bond
binding churches together was spiritual, that of
a common life in Christ and the indwelling of
the same Holy Spirit. There was no such thing as exter-
nal unity by way of federation, affiliation or amalgama-
tion, either of churches in a given locality or of all the
churches together. Apostolic testimony is against the
organization of churches into an ecclesiastical system.”

But this autonomy was not intended to be isolation.
New Testament churches set the example by assisting one
another. It was a spiritual investment in each other. With
a renewed interest in gospel outreach and planting bibli-
cal assemblies, here are some things to consider.

1. Providing financial assistance. This is what Paul
was referring to in 2 Corinthians 8. The Macedonian
believers gave generously for the saints at Jerusalem. We
might be tempted to think that the Macedonian believers
had lots of money and no problems of their own, and
therefore could give so generously. But Paul reports,
“...how that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the rich-
es of their liberality” (2 Cor. 8:2). Consider helping
another assembly financially.

2. Lending our spiritual gift. The New Testament is

full of examples of believers who traveled to local
churches, many assisting Paul in his work. See for
instance the list in 2 Timothy 4 or Ephaphroditus of the
Philippian assembly or Epaphras of the Colossian assem-
bly. These were men who gave themselves to the work of
the Lord for the benefit of other local churches. Their
own assemblies must have missed them. They were evi-
dently men of ability and gift. They may have been good
preachers or teachers. Some undoubtedly were men of
practical ability, assisting Paul in work and travel. It
would be worth considering whether some in our assem-
bly could be relieved of local responsibilities to
help in other area assemblies. A gifted Bible
teacher should not dominate the public min-
istry of his own local assembly. Why not be
available to other assemblies?
3. Supporting gospel outreaches and confer-
ences. People attract people. When an assem-
bly engages in a form of outreach, it is good to
have as many people as possible there for sup-
port. Yes, it is true, God does not need big num-
bers to do a work. But it is also true that we encourage
one another by attendance. When another assembly sends
invitations, try and attend. Sure, you’re busy enough in
your own assembly, but try and attend anyway. Many
smaller assemblies are encouraged when other believers
visit for conferences. Schedule a few conferences during
your year. Plan on attending. It will bless others.

4. Avoid a critical or competitive spirit. The
Corinthians were “puffed up.” It was not to their credit.
We will not always agree with what other assemblies do.
Our duty is to obey the truth in our own sphere. Paul
never compromised on the truth, yet he was generous in
spirit to those who were advancing the Lord’s work. (Phil.
1:15-18). Unconfirmed reports of the practices of other
assemblies should not occupy our conversation. Our own
blessing is multiplied when we wish the same for others.
Blessing comes when we “rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them that weep” (Rom. 12:15).

Be an assembly that enriches others by sacrificial giv-
ing. Be a Macedonian assembly. O

by BRIAN GUNNING
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Anointed to serve

The Man of Nazareth, once named the Man of
Sorrows, will yet lead His people’s praise.

F. C. JENNINGS

ur chapter is not a long
one, but it will be found
filled with interest and
refreshment if we can
trace in it the path of our
Lord Jesus Christ from His early
home in Nazareth, till in a day, yet
future, He finds a dwelling with His
beloved Israel in a land itself resting

under His beams as the Sun of
i place of being Himself the speaker in
i the prophecy of Isaiah!

Righteousness.

The division is so clearly a three-
fold one that it could not be mistaken:
1. The threefold ministry of the Lord,
first in grace (rejected); in judgment;
then in healing (vv. 1-3). 2. Israel in
millennial blessedness (vv. 4-9).
3. Messiah rejoices with His rejoic-
ing people (vv. 10-11).

This chapter should be of supreme
interest to us, for almost 2,000 years
ago a laborer about thirty years of age
might have been seen standing up
amid a Jewish congregation in a vil-
lage of a despised district in a
despised country, as though He
desired to address those present. We
are told nothing of His personal
appearance, but evidently He was not
of any exalted social standing. His
clothing must have been that of an
ordinary artisan, for He was but a
carpenter. The villagers among whom
He had grown up assumed that they
were thoroughly acquainted with
Him and all His relatives.

Yet He was respected, or they
would not have handed Him the
Scriptures from which to read. As He
stands there, He unrolls the book, not
carelessly, taking the first page that

comes, or the first text that strikes
His eye. Instead, He finds the place

i where it is written: “The Spirit of the

Lord is upon Me,” and having read a
few words only, He resumes His seat.
There is a pause while the eyes of all

the congregation are expectantly fas-
¢ tened on Him, to hear His comment.

Now mark the astonishment that
comes over every face as He—the
son of Joseph (as they think)—says,
“This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears,” and quietly assumes the

PART ONE: THE LORD’S MINISTRY

As He takes every sentence and
applies it to Himself, amazement
sweeps over the congregation. Had

we been there, would we not have

shared that amazement? He, our

neighbor who has been among us for
i thirty years, now claims to have been

divinely anointed “to preach the glad

¢ tidings to penitent poor, to heal the
: heart-broken: to cry to the slaves: Ye
i are free! Prison door open to the fet-

tered: to cry: ‘Tis the year of
Jehovah’s good will.”

Can you see the agitated crowd?
Yet what gracious words! Between
two general proclamations of
“preaching the gospel” and “the
acceptable year,” are three specific
forms of grace.

THE HEART-BROKEN & CAPTIVES

First, the “heart-broken,” those
who no longer stout-heartedly insist
that they have “done their best,” but,
finding tender love where they
expected a curse, are filled with self-
abhorrence. These must be healed.

Next, and along the same line,
men have dark and false views of
God. “I,” says the speaker, “am
going to give them light as to that,
and proclaim Him by a Name that
shall draw their heart’s confidence to
Him in joyous liberty, making them
free indeed” (Jn. 8:36).

In a word, it is the year of jubilee,
when the sound of the silver trumpet
sweeps over the hills and vales. As
those notes reach the ear of every
bondman, he springs up free, and
hastens to resume the patrimonial
inheritance that he had forfeited. It is
a picture too beautiful to be spoiled
by human comment, for it tells of
man’s place in the very heart of God,
forfeited, but by that speaker
regained, and more than regained, for
it is never again to be lost.

THE MISSING PHRASE

But here the Reader stops. Not
that the “day of vengeance” does not
in itself mean “the acceptable year”
for Israel; it surely does. The only
deliverance for the Jew on this earth
will be by retributive justice on the
oppressing nations. That vengeance
was in the mind of Isaiah, who made
no pause; to him the two things were
indissolubly linked. But the Prophet
of Luke 4, foretelling that He would
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ANOINTED TO SERVE

be rejected by “His own” (and the hill of Nazareth soon
witnessed that rejection, foreshadowing Calvary), also
foretold that these spiritual blessings should go forth to
“every creature under heaven,” and His stopping in the
middle of the verse leaves room for the heavenly calling
of the Church.

THE MOURNERS

Have you not been struck with God’s appreciation of
mourners? The beatitudes seem to affix blessing to what
worldly Christianity ridicules as pessimism. “Blessed are
the poor,” “Blessed are they that mourn,” “Blessed are ye
that weep now!” Is that the language of the present day?
“Laugh and the world laughs with you; weep and you
weep alone,” is this world’s way. “But,” you say, “we are
told to rejoice in the Lord alway,” which seems to forbid,
rather than to approve of, mourning.

True, but there are strange paradoxes in the life of a
Christian. Not the least of the apostles wrote that he him-
self was “sorrowful yet always rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10).
And today, as long as the Holy Spirit is with us to take of
the things of Christ and show them to us, we rejoice in all
we have in Him. Yet that same Spirit would undoubtedly
lead to sincere mourning at the appalling condition of
Christendom, and the wave of apostasy that is sweeping
over it. Let us not shrink from the taunt of “pessimism,”
but confess ourselves to be pessimists indeed as to all
that depends on the “first man,” but optimists without
limit as to all that depends on the “Second Man,” for He
always does all things well.

But Isaiah had to do with the Jew, who today is going
back to his land, an undistinguishable mass of unbelief in
the true Messiah, Jesus. Soon a sharp dividing line will
be drawn. On one side will be some who mourn, “as the
mourning of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddo”
(Zech. 12:11); and on the other, a mass of impenitent,
who are morally gathered at Har-mageddon which is in
the English tongue, “the gathering place of the lofty.”

PART TWO: ISRAEL’S MILLENNIAL BLESSEDNESS

It has become increasingly clear that the prophecies of
this book have a double application. First, they were
addressed through a Jew to the nation of the Jews, and
therefore their scope is earth and not heaven. The penal-
ty threatened is reprobation on the earth. But it is equal-
ly clear that the first words of this chapter must have a
wider and more spiritual application to the present—a
day unknown to the Old Testament prophet.

Yet as we come to verses 4-9, it becomes increasingly
difficult to apply such words to the Church. I do not say
that the professing Church, as left to man, is not in a ruin
that corresponds with Israel. It is, and there are indeed

many “waste places;” but the end of that faithless witness
is not for those waste places to be restored, or the ruins
rebuilt, but (the true having been caught up to be forever
with the Lord) absolute reprobation as a vile thing to be
spewed out of the Lord’s mouth—no longer owned as His
witness at all. That is not a rebuilding as is promised here,
nor any form of restoration.

Apply the prophecy to the literal nation of Israel, and
how simple it all is. Its cities shall be rebuilt; its wastes
covered with fertile beauty, and its desolations throbbing
with life. Foreigners shall do the servile work, while
Israel’s own people shall be known as having peculiar
access to God, a nation of priests. The very wealth of the
nations shall be the glory of Israel and their joy shall flow
perennially in unbroken song.

Jehovah’s character is the basis of His dealings with
men. He loves righteousness. Every act of His, then, must
be in strict accord with it. But robbery—the assumption
of that to which the pretender has no right—is in view
here, as when the devil would be as the Most High, or
man, his dupe, would claim to be God (2 Thess. 2). That
is robbery of such a transcendent character that it is
called “robbery with iniquity” and is hateful indeed.

There was One to whom even such a claim was no
robbery. It was He whose mind was to go to the lowest
place on earth, and that is the mind His Spirit works in
His people (Phil. 2).

In that day, no longer shall the word Jew be a reproach,
but as in 25:8, every Israelite shall be honored as one of
a people peculiarly blessed.

PART THREE: MESSIAH REJOICES

Here we listen to the song of Messiah as He identifies
Himself with His beloved Israel. He leads their joyful
singing; His joy is one with theirs; nor surely less so with
ours. Here we see the fulfillment of the word: “In the
midst of the congregation will I praise Thee” (Ps. 22:22).
On the feeblest of us, too, are the garments of salvation,
and the very righteousness of God covers us, for it is “on
all those who believe” (Rom. 3:22).

Again, what a beautiful figure, not as a lightning-
flash, gone as soon as seen, but as a garden sprouts with
what is to be long enjoyed—in this case, forever. Thus the
Jew is no longer despised, but is the object of praise of all
nations, as flowers cover a garden.

It is the knowledge of love to us poor, wrath-deserving
sinners that results in practical holiness. Not legal
endeavor, but finding out that love has provided for all
our helplessness in the Son. The Spirit’s law is that our
true life, with all its power, is alone in Christ, and the
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us “who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). O
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HEROES

THE STUNDISTS

God has said, “I will work and who can hinder it?” (Isa. 43:13)

he Stundist movement began in 1858 when
T German believers began to actively present
the gospel of Christ to Russian-speaking
neighbors near the city of Odessa. The
Germans had come into the area under a Homestead Act,
but had been forbidden to proselytize among the Russian
Orthodox. Some of these Protestants from Germany had
settled on Russian soil for monetary reasons, but among
them were those pressed out of Germany for their bibli-
cal convictions, such as the colonists coming from
Waurttemberg who settled in Bessarabia.

It appears that these German believers languished for
years spiritually, but in the mid-1800s experienced a
reviving in the province of Cherson under the Bible
teaching of men like Bonnenkemper (?-1867). He had
initially been sent by an organization
called Basle Mission to the
Caucasus, but was expelled from
that territory, and instead took up the
work in a German colony near
Odessa. Farm laborers came from
distant places to work at harvest
time. Bonnenkemper introduced the
gospel to these laborers, and they
carried the Word of God back to
their homes. This overgrew the walls
of cultural and religious apartheid. The German believers
saw that their Russian neighbors and employees were not
so closed or self-satisfied after all.

During the reign of Czar Alexander I, certain evan-
gelical Quakers approached the czar about completing
the translation of the Bible into the Russian vernacular.
The Czar followed through, and encouraged the sale of
Bibles. Hearing about this breakthrough, Bonnenkemper
went to St. Petersburg and obtained Russian-language
New Testaments and leaflets. You cannot bottle the wind,
and in time the testimony of the gospel spread among the
Russian Moujiks who began regular gatherings for prayer
and Bible study called “Bibel Stunde” meaning the
“Bible Hour.” In time the saints themselves were nick-
named stunda or stundists.

E. H. Broadbent says, “The Russian believers...came

by JOHN A.

straightway to the conviction that the New Testament
teaching and pattern was the baptism of believers by
immersion, and in their thorough consistency immediate-
ly put this into practice, so that it became universal
among those who believed. They apprehended, too, that
Breaking of Bread was the Lord’s command and was for
believers only, and on this apprehension they also acted.
The clerical system of the Orthodox Church disappeared
as they understood from the Scriptures the constitution of
the Church and the churches, the priesthood of all believ-
ers, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the gifts and the lib-
erty of ministry He gives for rule in the churches, for edi-
fying the saints, and for spreading the gospel among all.”

Even open preaching enjoyed a level of freedom under
the Czar Alexander II. It was during this time that two
other movements began, called the
Baptists and the Pashkofites. We
judge that all three movements were
spiritual works of God. The Baptists
| and the Stundists were active in the
Caucasus and in south Russia. The
Paschkofites began through the
preaching of Lord Radstock among
the nobility when he came to St.
Petersburg in 1866. One of the new
believers was Vassily Alexandrovich
Pashkoft, Colonel of the Guards of His Royal Highness.
A man on speaking terms with the Czar, he owned mines
on Russia’s eastern frontier, and lived in one of the most
opulent homes in St. Petersburg (it later became the
French Embassy). G. H. Lang said, “Lord Radstock and
Dr. Baedeker began that testimony which greatly stimu-
lated the vast Stundist movement in Greek Orthodox
Russia.” How did they “stimulate” the movement? By
providing Bibles and Bible teaching.

As usual, when the work gained strength, so did the
opposition. In 1877 and 1878, the Orthodox church
began to stoke the fires of animosity. Sadly, the more
forebearing Czar Alexander II was assassinated by a
Nihilist bomb in the streets of St. Petersburg in 1881.
This seemed to explode the careers of any non-joiners
like Pashkoff. In the ruling class, paranoia ran high.

BJORLIE
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THE STUNDISTS

When Alexander III came to power,
he clamped down on certain political
dissenters, things foreign, and every-
thing that did not carry the approval
of the Russian Orthodox church.

In 1883, Frederick Baedeker’s
mentor, George Muller, visited
Pashkoff. Muller may have been the
unwitting catalyst of heightened per-
secution by innocently holding Bible
teaching meetings in Pashkoff’s man-
sion. Muller did not realize that the
meetings were forbidden, and
Pashkoff received a warning. That
same year, Pashkoff and another
prominent Christian, Count Korff,
convened an all-Russian conference
at their own expense. Three thousand
delegates arrived in St. Petersburg.
During a recess of the conference, the
police swept in, arrested all the atten-
dees, most of whom were lower class
Russian peasants, and sent them back
to their homes. The police were so
efficient that the conveners of the
conference didn’t even know where
the attendees had gone until some
days later.

The level of malice against the

saints can be measured by the titles of :

two widely distributed leaflets after
the year 1883, No Salvation Outside
the Orthodox Church, and The
Damned Stundist, recommended by
an Archbishop of the Greek Church.

“Boom ye church thunders!

Flash forth ye curses of the councils!
Crush with eternal anathemas,

The outcast race of Stundists!

“Dark and gloomy, demon-like,

He shuns the flock, the Orthodox,
He skulks in nooks and corners dark,
Gods foe, the damned Stundist.”

In 1884, Pashkoff was exiled and
eventually most of his belongings
were confiscated.

Still alarmed by the rapid growth
of the Baptist, Stundist, and
Pashkoffist heresies, in 1892 the
Holy Orthodox Church of Russia

judges.

resolved to deal with dissenters. That
year M. Pobiedonostzeff (Procurator
of the Holy Synod from about 1880-
1905) called a conference in
Moscow, of Orthodox ecclesiastics
from Russia’s 41 episcopates, to con-
sider the spread of sectarianism in the
Empire. Statistics were presented to
the delegates proving that 28 out of
the 41 dioceses were badly “infected”
and that “the virulence of the infec-
tion” was beyond the clergy’s control.
“What are we to do,” he asked, “to
win back to our midst those earnest
and God-fearing men who have left
us, and despise us?”
Pobiedonostzeff’s answer is in the
resolutions adopted by the confer-
ence: “The rapid increase of these
sects is a serious danger to the State.
Let all sectarians be forbidden to
leave their own villages...Let all
offenders against the faith be tried,
not by a jury, but by ecclesiastical
Let their passports be
marked, so that they shall be neither
employed nor harbored, and resi-
dence in Russia shall become impos-
sible for them. Let them be held to be
legally incapable of renting, purchas-
ing, or holding real property. Let their
children be removed from their con-
trol, and educated in the orthodox
faith.”
Pobiedonostzeff’s penal code give
a few of his practical measures:
Article 187—Offense: Leaving the
Church for another religious commu-
nity. Punishment: Loss of civil and

personal rights. Transportation. In

milder cases eighteen months in a
reformatory.

Article 189—Oftense: Preaching
or writing religious works to pervert
others. Punishment: First offense, the
loss of certain personal rights, and
imprisonment from eight to sixteen
months. Second offense, imprison-
ment in a fortress from thirty-two to

Sorty-eight months. Third offense,

banishment.
Article 196—Offense: Spreading

the views of heretics or dissenters, or
aiding such. Punishment: Banish-
ment to Siberia, Transcaucasia, or
other remote part of the Empire.

Frederick Baedeker wrote, “The
number of exiles sent over the
Caucasus has lately been greatly
increased. They are mostly Stundists,
Molokans, and Baptists: men and
women who have been taught by the
Word of God, and who will not bow
in worship to pictures, nor receive
absolution from priests...

“Thus Russia treats her best citi-
zens; and these men are real heroes
of patient endurance.... Three
brethren were brought in, in chains.
One of them recognized me, and
wept sore. Their homes and wives
and children are in the neighborhood
of Moscow. It is cruel work! These
are the Czar’s choicest subjects.”

In 1905, the Czar issued an edict
granting liberty of conscience and
freedom of assembly. This reversal
of policy testifies that persecution
did not break the believers. Instead
Pobiedonostzeff retired and the
Metropolitan of the Russian
Orthodox church issued this state-
ment, “True faith is obtained by the
grace of God, through instruction,
humility and good examples; on this
account the use of force is denied to
the Church, which does not count it
needful to hold erring children fast
against their will. Therefore the
Orthodox Church has nothing
against the rescinding of the law for-
bidding to separate from the
Orthodox Church.”

MATERIAL TAKEN FROM:

C.A.W., The Stundists, The Persecution
of Believers in Russia at the Close of the
Last Century, Bible Truth Pub., 1979.

E. B. Lanin, The Tsar Persecutor.

J. Brown (editor), The Stundists: The
Story of a Great Religious Revolt, James
Clarke & Co., Fleet St.

N. L. Saloff-Astakhoff, Christianity in
Russia, Loizeaux. (1)
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IstHeavine Hisureavenlynwoor. IstHe a star2 He breaks'the night,
Suppliesithe boughs with life and fruit; Piercing the shades with dawning light;
O.let a lasting union join I'see His glories from afar,

My soul_the branch to. ChristitheVine. I know, the bright, the morning Star!

IstHe'therHend?" Each ntember-lives Is He a sun? His beams are grace,

And owns the vital power He gives; His_course is joy and righteousness;
Thessaints belowand saints.aboye Nationsirejoicewhen He appears

Jotned by His Spirit-.and His loye. 1o  chaseitheir clouds and dry their tears.

Is:He a fountain?«dhere I bathe Oh'let me climb those higher skies

10 heal'the plague ofisin and death; Wiheresstorms:and darkness never rise!
These waters allimyisoul.reneyy, {irere He displays His powers abroad,
And cleanse nty; spotted garnentsitoo. And shines and reigns, th incarnate God.

Is He'a fireZZHell purgenty, dross; Nor:earth, nor: seas, nor. sun, nor stars,
But the true gold'sustains nio loss: Nor: heaven His full resemblance bears:
Like a refiner shall He:sit, His beauties we can never trace

And tread the refuse with His feet. Till'we behold Him face to face.




