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EDITORIAL

0-0! THE HUMBLING OF MAN

Is the millennium bug a blessing in disguise?

ow ironic if the downfall of modern man were
by way of two zeroes (see Y2K Bug, p. 11). 1
recognize that mathematicians object to call-
ing a zero nothing, but I can’t help but think
of the words of Paul: “...God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise, and...things
which are not, to bring to nothing things that are: that
no flesh should glory in His presence” (1 Cor. 1:27-29).

It is not a happy thing to anticipate the economic and
social chaos which could be brought on by the short-
sightedness of some computer programmers. Remember
what we are instructed to pray (1 Tim. 2:2). But
if it were to happen, why would God allow it?

For that matter, why Zas God allowed plagues,
natural disasters, wars, epidemics and pesti- *.
lences throughout history? “\

Harry Lacey, in God and the Nations,
writes: “...the providences of God govern the |
circumstances of nations, causing hard times to h "
follow evil practices and better conditions to be
the fruit of righteousness. These happenings
are intended to be a voice to the nations, and by
means of these variations and circumstances
God speaks more solemnly to men than by His
words. These experiences operate on conscience, making
men ask, almost in spite of themselves, what they have
done to deserve calamity when it comes upon them.”

The Black Plague, beginning in the early 1300s, swept
the world. By 1400, it had killed 40 million Europeans,
taking one quarter of the world’s population. Its cause? A
microscopic bacterium, Y. pestis. Its agent? A flea bite.
Yet one of the results of the plague was the conversion of
Wycliffe: “It was like the sound of the last trumpet to his
heart...Solemnized with the thought of eternity, he spent
days and nights in his cell, and...came forth a champion
for the truth” (Miller’s Church History, p. 551).

At the time of his conversion, the lives of churchmen
were scandalous. The pulpits were posts given often to
the third sons of landed gentry (the first received the
estate; the second was commissioned in the army). When
the plague struck, many of the city pulpits were aban-
doned; clergymen fled to family estates in the country—

just when multitudes were facing death and wanted a
word from God! Yet just then came true evangelists, often
called Wycliffe’s poor priests, who crisscrossed the
nation with the gospel. Only eternity will tell the results.

Like the Philistines, modern man has an exaggerated
view of himself and his accomplishments. How did the
Lord humble the Philistines? By opening the tectonic
plates under their feet? Nothing so substantial! The
Philistine priests gave instructions appropriate to God’s
means of humbling them: “Ye shall make images of your
hemorrhoids, and images of your mice that mar the land;
and ye shall give glory unto the God of
Israel...” (1 Sam. 6:5).

The law of cause and effect has its part in
humbling man, yet God is often seen as the
active agent in visiting nations with calamity.
The reasons are more complex than we could
understand, certainly in time, yet one reason is
revealed: “When men are cast down, then thou
shalt say, There is lifting up; and He shall save
the humble person” (Job 22:29).
“Civilization” has distracted man from seeking
after God. Perhaps if all his computers and
radios and TVs and factories and offices were
shut down for a while, he would have silence enough to
hear the voice of the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar, driven from
all his material things, discovered this: “Now I...praise
and extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works
are truth, and His ways judgment: and those that walk in
pride He is able to abase” (Dan. 4:37).

If the West will not seek the Lord in prosperity, per-
haps He will bring them adversity. It worked for those in
Psalm 107. “Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in
them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble...
Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death...
because they rebelled against the words of God...Then
they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved
them out of their distresses” (Ps. 107:5-6, 10-13).

If God chooses to use such a crisis to wake thousands
of our countrymen to flee to Him, would we not agree
with His plan? Is it possible that mice and fleas and bac-
teria can bring glory to God? Yes, and zeroes, too! €

by J. B. NICHOLSON, JR.
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| LOOKING US UP

)

Renew!

If you miss it, you’ll miss it! So don’t miss it.

STAFF REPORT

ow is the time to send

back your renewal

card! Please do not put

it off. It is very impor-

tant that you reconfirm
your desire to receive Uplook.

We are planning to be more
aggressive in purging our mailing
list. In the past we have threatened to
do this, but have not always followed
through. The day of grace (only in
this respect) has now ended.

We have been upgrading our com-
puter system over the past year to
improve our level of service.
Beginning Jan. 1, we will be chang-

ing the way we maintain the Uplook

mailing list. We will now be using
more of a subscription based system.

When you renew, with or without
a donation, your subscription will be
extended for another year (11 issues).
Anytime you make a donation or pur-
chase a product, we will automatical-
ly renew your subscription for the
next year.

To set up the new system we have
marked every subscription as expir-
ing on June 30, 1999, with the excep-
tion of those who have renewed or
made a donation since October 1,
1998. Those subscribers have had
their subscription extended until June
30, 2000.

If you don’t renew, you will

receive a letter from us, a couple of :

months before your subscription
expires, warning that you have only
two issues left. If you don’t respond,
you will be dropped from the mailing

From now on, your mailing label

¢ will indicate the number of issues
i remaining prior to expiry.

Please take a moment to check

your mailing label. If it indicates 5

issues left, you need to return the

renewal card and extend your sub-

scription until the new millennium.
If you prefer, you may renew your

subscription by phone or by e-mail.

Be sure to have your customer num-

ber ready. (It is the four- or five-digit
i number found in the top line of your
i mailing label.)

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

Uplook is now being sent to more

than 10,000 people in over 75 differ-

ent countries. Recently a brother in
Hungary began publishing selected
articles in Hungarian. We receive

i many translation requests each year

from various countries.
The Worldwide Web has provided
a new avenue for distributing the

i magazine. Hundreds of people are
: reading Uplook online each month or

else downloading the .pdf file for

i reading on their home computer. :
: We now have back issues of

Uplook archived on our website with
a search engine that allows you to
easily search the archive for any arti-
cle or subject you may be interested
in. If you have not visited our website

recently, please do so. The address is:

http://www.uplook.org.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Thank you for supporting the min-
istry of the magazine. Without that
support the magazine would not be

! published. Rest assured that although

our mailing list, we are not changing
our policy—Uplook remains on a
free-will donation basis.

Fellowship with the general
expenses of the organization is also
appreciated. For more information
on the finances for the other aspects
of Uplook Ministries, please read the
adjoining article.

UPLOOK FINANCIAL SUMMARY
year ended March 31, 1998

Receipts:

Donations received $93.719
Expenditures:

Editorial 21,744

Printing and production 44,553
Mailing costs & postage 22,927

Office and overhead 32,235
Total expenditures 121,459
Net deficit ($27.740)

We estimate our average cost for
an annual subscription to Uplook to
be approximately $15 per year in the
USA, $18 (CDN$25) for Canada and
$25 per year elsewhere in the world.
Donations over and above these
amounts help to provide the maga-
zine for those who cannot afford to
make a donation.

Two changes in recent months
have had a significant impact on
costs. Firstly, the change in format to
a full-color publication in January
1998 increased printing time dramat-
ically. Secondly, in June 1998 we
began using a new mail service for
our foreign subscribers. While 20%
more expensive, delivery time is sig-
nificantly better.

You should also be aware that the
editor does not draw a salary from
Uplook Ministries, nor do the con-
tributors receive any remuneration
for their articles. If you wish to have
fellowship with any of them, we will
be glad to forward your designated
gift on to them.

Questions on financial matters
should be directed to Kevin Shantz.

list. | we are changing the way we maintain E-mail: kevin@uplook.org.
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ur corporate mission statement reads in part:

“Uplook Ministries is a non-profit ministry

seeking the glory of God, honor for Christ,

the spiritual maturing of His people, and the
salvation of those still without the Saviour. To this end,
through our lives and ministry, utilizing the most effec-
tive and efficient means at our disposal, we seek to pro-
vide attractive, biblical, contemporary resources at a rea-
sonable price.

“Our motto, Timeless truth for today, gives focus to
our goal: introducing the Bible to the present generation
in a manner which is both faithful to the Scriptures and
relevant to our times.”

In undertaking to carry out this mission, we recognize
that we are stewards of the resources that the Lord has
entrusted to us. This stewardship is first of all to the Lord
and secondly to His people in that through you the Lord
provides us with these resources, both by your contribu-
tions and by your purchases of our literature.

In view of this stewardship, the board of Uplook
Ministries has, from the beginning, taken a position that
our finances would be open. Accordingly, we have pro-
vided summarized excerpts from our financial state-
ments below. The full financial statements are available
upon request.

The Balance Sheet indicates our financial position as
of March 31, 1998, and the Income Statement summa-
rizes the revenue and expenses for the year then ended.

UPLOOK Ministries, Inc. STATEMENT 1
(Unaudited)
BALANCE SHEET
March 31, 1998
(with comparative amounts for 1997)
1998 1997
ASSETS
Current assets:
Cash in bank $ 27,566 $ 10,154
Accounts receivable 49,023 48,019
Inventory and prepaid expenses 276,074 272,836
352,663 331,009
Fixed assets:
Land and Buildings 159.159 102,090
Equipment, fixtures and vehicles 227,392 215,060
Total before depreciation 386,551 317,150
less accumulated depreciation 147.536 133.478
239.015 183,672
TOTAL ASSETS $591,678 $514,681
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 62,813 $ 30,237
Unearned revenue 800 14,760
Short-term loans 13,410 20,945
Current portion of long-term liabilities 9.575 9.490
86.598 75.432
Long-term liabilities (net of current portion):
Annuity payable 78,282 80,256
Loan obligations 200,705 188,275
278,987 268,531
Total liabilities 365,585 343,963
Equity:
Contributed surplus 176,276 126,276
surplus from i 49.817 44,442
Total equity 226,093 170,718
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $591,678 $514,681

UNAUDITED

(See Notice to Reader and accompanying notes)

UPLOOK Ministries, Inc.

STATEMENT OF INCOME
UPLOOK Books & Printing Rise Up Website Total
Publications & Build

for the year ended March 31, 1998

Revenue $ 93719 § 524160 § 122413 § 260,177 § - $ 1,000,469
Expenditures:
Direct 89,224 279,870 97,503 259,726 1,828 728,151
Administrative 9,320 161,941 20,349 10,715 2,500 204,825
Overhead allocation 22915 73,089 5,184 101,188
121,459 514,900 123,036 270,441 4328 1,034,164
Net Surplus (deficit) (27,740) 9,260 (623) (10,264) (4,328) (33,695)
General Donations 39,067
Total surplus for the year 5372

for the year ended March 31, 1997

Revenue $ 97563 $ 409213 § 120218 § 768§ - § 627762
Expenditures:
Direct 92,226 193,748 105,072 3,644 394,690
Administrative 11,177 136,872 37,122 185,171
Overhead allocation 20,307 56,824 8,191 85,322
123,710 387,444 150,385 3.644 - 665,183
Net Surplus (deficit) (26,147) 21,769 (30,167) (2,876) - (37.421)
General Donations 39,989
Total surplus for the year 2,568

For purposes of the income statement, we have struc-
tured our operations into five different divisions:

Uplook: All of the revenues and costs associated with
the production and mailing of the magazine. Additional
information is provided in the adjacent article.

Books and Publications: The sales and costs from our
books, Choice Gleanings, Sunday School materials, etc.
as well as from publications we carry from other publish-
ers. The surplus earned in this division, along with gen-
eral donations, helps to offset the deficits in the other
divisions.

Printing: The revenues and costs associated with the
operation of our print shop, both in connection with the
printing of our own publications as well as printing of
booklets, tracts, magazines, etc., for other ministries. We
also do a small amount of commercial printing.

Rise Up and Build: All of the receipts, donations, and
costs associated with the convening of our bi-annual con-
ference. Special thanks to all who donated to help cover
the deficit from the 1997 conference. With the help of
your donations we were able to break even, aside from
our internal staff costs.

Web Ministry: the costs associated with establishing
and maintaining our site on the Worldwide Web.
Although a small area of expense thus far, this area of the
ministry will be dramatically expanding during 1999
with the addition of a full-time staff member devoted to
its development. We feel that the Internet is a strategic
means of ministry and gospel outreach for us, and we are
looking to the Lord to provide the resources to signifi-
cantly enhance the materials we can provide online.

Overall, we finished the year with a small surplus of
$5,372 for which we thank the Lord. (1)
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PRAY & PLAN

FRONT LINES

WINTER RETREATS
The following is the 1999 Winter

Retreat schedule for Camp Iroquoina

(Hallstead, PA):

Jan. 29-31, Senior High Retreat
Speaker: Mike Abidir

Feb. 5-7, Junior High Retreat #1
Speaker: Darren Lander

Feb. 13-15, Family Retreat
Speaker: John Schetlich

Feb. 19-21, Junior High Retreat #2
Speaker: Jim VanDuzer

MISSIONARY BREAKFAST

The 16th annual Vancouver
Assemblies Missionary Breakfast
will be held in Willingdon Church on
Saturday, Feb. 6 at 8:30 am, DV. Call
John Williams at (604) 274-7457

1999 YOUTH CONFERENCE

Meadow Ridge Bible Chapel
(West Fargo, ND) is pleased to
announce their 1999 youth confer-
ence to be held, in the will of the
Lord, on Feb. 12-15. Speakers
expected are Gary Clark, Myron
Martinson, and Mark Wager. For
more information, contact Gary and
Carol Clark at (701) 282-2937.

SOUTHEASTERN WORKERS’
CONFERENCE

The 48th annual Southeastern
Workers’ Conference will be held, in
the will of the Lord, on February 16
and 17, 1999 at Believer’s Gospel
Chapel, Augusta, GA.

KRISErS

SEIINEMSY

SINGINNATL Gl

The theme is “Strengthening Our

i Assemblies through Outreach for
i Today.” Scheduled speakers include
i George Groezinger, Johnny Gordon,
i Larry Price, Alexander Strauch, and
i Gil Vargas. Call or write Warren
i Hylton, 27 Woodside Circle, Evans,
i GA 30809. Phone: (706) 868-8252,
¢ e-mail: WarrenH139@aol.com.

CALLING ALL MEN!
On Mar. 26-28, a weekend retreat

i is scheduled at Camp Iroquoina in the
i Endless Mountains of Pennsylvania.
i Topic: “When God’s People Prayed
¢ with Power.” Come with your Bible
¢ and look forward to some good fel-
i lowship. Ed Gray will be the speaker.
i Call John MacPherson at (717) 967-
i 2577 or Tom Freeman at (609) 585-

1835 to register or for details.

1999 DALLAS AREA ANNUAL
SPRING CONFERENCE

The Dallas area 44th conference is
scheduled, DV, for March 26-28. In

i the will of the Lord, Doug Kazen
i (WA) and John Bjorlie (MI) will be
i ministering the Word. The meetings
¢ will be held at Wheatland Bible
i Chapel, 1303 W. Wheatland Road,
Duncanville, TX 75116. For info.,
call Robert Smith at (972) 298-6293.

H

WORKERS AND ELDERS

The Ontario Workers’ and Elders’
conference is planned (DV) for May
4-6. The Markham assembly has

DECEMBER 27-30, 1999
LORD WILLING AT THE

HYATT REGENCY CINCINNATI
CINCINNATI, OHIO

WITH A SPECIAL MISSION EMPHASIS DAY
HOSTED BY CMML

agreed to host the conference, with
other area assemblies helping with
lodging and meals. The convenors
would like to be able to plan the con-
ference in a number of other areas,
but travel distances and the availabil-
ity of enough people to host those
attending is always a concern.

For this coming year, the overall
theme is “The Glory of God.”

Bill Yuille (ON) and Steve
Hulshizer (PA) are to be responsible
for the morning and evening ses-
sions. Boyd Nicholson (ON) and
Gary McBride (ON) have been
asked to take plenary sessions, with
other speakers still to be finalized.

Set aside May 4-6 to attend, and
please pray that the Lord will be
honored by the gathering, and by the
ministry brought at that time.

FELLOWSHIP FAMILY CAMP

Enjoy the grandeur of the Rocky
Mountains in fellowship with others
who love the Lord. Fellowship
Family Camp’s dates this year will be
Aug. 8-12. The location is near Estes
Park, CO, in the shadow of Long’s
Peak (14,256"). There are daily Bible
lessons for both adults and children
with lots of opportunity for recre-
ation in some of the most magnifi-
cent scenery in North America.
Write Fellowship Family Camp:

2605 14th Ave. Court

Greeley, CO 80631

(970) 356-0817
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FRONT LINES

NATIONAL WORKERS’ AND
ELDERS’ CONFERENCE
Donald Norbie sent us this report:
The conference was held this year
at Westside Bible Chapel, Wichita,
KS, Oct. 6-8. It was a good confer-

ence with a broad representation of

workers and elders, along with
younger men, from across the US. A
few missionaries were also present.
The Westside assembly did a magnif-
icent job of entertaining all who
came, along with help from others in
the area. We are most grateful for
their love and Christian hospitality.
The theme was “The Great Need
for Godly Leaders.” Jean Gibson
(CA) brought challenging daily min-
istry. There was a keen interest in the
other subjects presented and various
reports of the Lord’s work. There
were times of exercised prayer, too.
If you missed the conference this
year, plan on coming next year. In the
will of the Lord, the next conference
will be held Oct. 5-7, 1999, in the
West Woods Bible Chapel, 165
Hillfield Rd., Hamden, CT 06518.

Mark those dates and expect a time of

spiritual challenge and refreshment.
Meals are served at the chapel and
Christians are entertained in homes.
The contact person locally will be:
Douglas Bennet
37 Deer Run Rd.
Wallingford, CT 06492
(203) 269-2044

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Pittsboro Christian Village

Pittsboro Christian Village is a
retirement center for assembly
Christians, located in central North
Carolina. As part of the ministry, they
operate a Health Care Center. They
are looking for an additional Health
Care Supervisor.

There are also opportunities for
nurse assistants. These individuals
must have a servant attitude and a pri-
mary purpose to serve God’s people.

Contact Dave Dewhurst

Phone: (919) 542-3151
Fax: (919) 542-5919
E-mail: wddew@)juno.com

COMMENDATIONS
Sean and Vera O’Byrne

The believers meeting in the name
of the Lord at Matheson Gospel
Chapel (ON) announce the embarka-

tion of the O’Byrne family back to

Guatemala for an undetermined
length of time (2 to 5 years). They

i have been home on furlough for a lit-
i tle over a year-and-a-half, after a two
i year commendation to work with the

street children in Guatemala. Sean
was also helping to build a Bible
camp and learn the language.

They have been a real help at

home with preaching of the Word,

Sunday School teaching, prison min-
istry, etc. We will miss them very

much, and we know that the Lord will
bless their efforts in Guatemala.

Please pray for their safety in trav-
eling and while they are away, that
the Lord will bless their endeavors to
follow Him and do His will.

Luke and Lois DeJager
The Christians gathered to the

Name of the Lord at 14 Bruce Street,

Dartmouth, NS, have recommended
Luke and Lois DelJager to the grace
of God for the work which He has
called them. They left Nova Scotia on
October 6, with their four young chil-
dren, Zara, Julie, Zeth and Jennifer,
for Papua New Guinea.

Their burden is tribal work and
they are expecting to enter a tribal
ministry after a suitable time adapt-
ing to the customs and culture. They
look forward to the time when they
will be able to share the Word with
the tribal people in their own lan-
guage. The eventual goal is an
indigenous New Testament assembly.

In addition to the training received
through the local assembly, they
trained with New Tribes at “boot
camp” and language school.

Luke and Lois De Jager

New Tribes Mission

P.O. Box 1079 Goroka, E.H.P.
Papua New Guinea

FELLOWSHIP SOUGHT

Any Christian servicemen or
women now stationed at Ft. Riley,
KS, are invited to fellowship at the
Gospel Chapel near Abilene. Over
the years, they have been encouraged
by service people who have come.

The Breaking of Bread meeting is
at 10 aM and Family Bible Hour at 11
AM each Lord’s Day. For more info.:

Ken Engle at (785) 263-4640

ISRAEL IN MARCH...

Lord willing, Jabe Nicholson will
be taking a study tour to Israel
March 8-17. The size of the group
will be limited and the tour is only
for those interested in a rigorous
time of learning historical geography
in the land of the Bible. Those who
have expressed interest in the past
and/or would like to go this coming
year, please contact Jabe or Caroline
at the Uplook office.

...OR APRIL

Rex and Nancy Trogdon invite
you on a Bible Lands tour, April 12-
22, originating in Charlotte, NC, or
Atlanta, GA, for the convenience of
southern saints. They will then meet
in Newark, NJ, for those coming
from other areas.

A study guide will be sent ahead
of time. They have confirmed Israeli
guide Philip Halperin. This Bible
Lands Study Tour promises to be one
of close fellowship with one another
and with the Saviour. Come and see
how the Bible is illuminated in the
land and in your life. For a free
brochure call or write Rex Trogdon:

8422 Leeper Drive

Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 542-4882 / FAX 542-0361

email: Rextrogdon@aol.com
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WHAT’S GOING ON?

God spoke to Michel

It was a golden opportunity for the gospel. There’s gold everywhere

if you’re looking. Adapted from an article by Dennis Walker.

On Monday, July 20, 1998, a :
young man and his dog were driving :
past Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. A
vehicle pulling onto the highway, :
smashed into the truck, sending it :
i preached from a fishing boat for 25
Hanging from his seat belt, the driver :
saw his dog jump through the popped :

rolling off the side of the road.

out windshield and run for his life.

By the time the ambulance arrived, :
i meeting without a night off and

At the hospital, one of the medical :
staff jokingly commented, “Your :
name is Trudeau. You wouldn’t be :
related to the former Canadian Prime :
Minister by any chance, would you?” :

Those present were somewhat
taken aback to hear the casual reply, :

the dog had disappeared.

“Yeah, he’s my Dad.”

On Tuesday morning, the story :
was the talk at coffee break at the :
hospital. As my staff in the Pharmacy :
Department told the story to me, :
being an animal lover myself, I visu- :
alized a young man desperate to find
his dog and stranded without trans- :

portation in a strange city.

After some investigation, on my ‘:
lunch break I drove to the motel :
i him that I didn’t want him to feel
I found him filling out a police :
report, introduced myself, and told :

where [ was told Michel was staying.

him I'd like to help him find his dog.

I said I had a car he could use if he
wanted to drive me back to work. His
face lit up. “Really?” he said, “You
people sure are friendly around here.”

The search continued day after :

day with no success.

On Thursday I picked Michel up
and took him home for supper. After
a short visit, Michel commented that :
he should be getting back to his room
in case there were any calls about the :

dog. I said we were leaving at 7 to
attend an evangelistic tent service at
the west end of town. On the way to
the motel, I told him a bit more about
the speakers—Gaius Goff, who had

years to coastal communities in
Newfoundland and Labrador. Peter
Smith from Yorkshire, England, was
the other speaker. This was their 26th

Sunday would be the last night.

I showed Michel a newspaper arti-
cle about the meetings and went on to
explain that I don’t believe life threat-
ening events happen to us by chance
—God was trying to tell him some-
thing and he could hear God’s mes-
sage to him at the tent.

Michel hadn’t been to church
since he was 13 when his father took
him to a country church at the lake.
He said his cathedral was mountains,
lakes, and evergreens, and he would
feel uncomfortable in a church. I
reminded him that this service was in
a tent, people dressed casually, and
the important thing was God’s mes-
sage to him from the Bible. I told

obligated, but assured him he would
not regret having attended this once.
We were almost at his motel when
Michel said, “Let’s go to the tent.”
He listened intently to the hour-
long message. After, several people
shook his hand, told him they saw his
story in the paper and were praying
God would help him find his dog.
On the way back to his motel, he
said, “You know, sometimes I think

churches actually get in the way of

people getting right with God,
because they think the church saves

Michel
Trudeau
& Makwa

them, but actually it’s a personal
faith in Christ that saves, no matter
what church you go to.”

I told Michel that this is the mes-
sage of the Bible, a message not just
believed by some little splinter group
in a tent, but by millions of people
around the world.

When I dropped Michel off at his
motel, he told me that he planned to
fly to Ottawa on Saturday evening,
whether the dog was with him or not.
On Saturday morning, I received a
call from an elated Michel, telling
me that his dog, Makwa, had come
out of the bush at a campground near
the accident scene late Friday night.

When I dropped him off at the air-
port, he gave me a big hug, saying,
“I'll never forget your kindness;
you’ve been a true friend to me.”

“Then do me a favor, Michel, and
study this booklet called Ultimate
Questions. It tells you everything
God wants you to know from the
Bible about how to get to heaven.”

He promised to read it and said he
would never travel through Portage
without looking us up.

Early in November, the news
swept across Canada that Michel
Trudeau, youngest son of the former
Prime Minister, had been struck by
an avalanche while skiing in British
Columbia and was presumed
drowned in Kokanee Lake.

God spoke to Michel in July. Now
He’s speaking to all of us. Are we lis-
tening? Time is short; death is cer-
tain; eternity never ending!
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WHAT’S GOING ON?

SLAUGHTER OF EGYPTIANS

the Coptic Church

mentator described it this way:

“During a government crackdown :
on Egypt’s Christian Coptic commu- :
nity, 1,000 Christians were manacled
to doors, then beaten and tortured .... :
Even babies were not spared. Mothers  :
were forced to lay their infants on the :
floor and watch helplessly while :
police struck them with sticks. In a :
¢ munities who need to hear the gospel
Christian men were nailed to cross- :

scene right out of ancient Rome,

2

€s. —~Pulse, Breakpoint

OVER THE AIRWAVES

Christians in the Middle East will

use the radio to reach Muslims dur-
An estimated 1,300 members of :
(Egyptian |
Orthodox) have died in Egypt at the :
hands of Islamic terrorists since :
1992. And 1,200 Copts have been :
incarcerated or wounded in recent
weeks after complaining of attacks by
Muslims. One Christian radio com-

ing the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan. HCJB World Radio is
planning to broadcast the gospel in
an effort to reach millions for Christ
during Islam’s month of prayer and
fasting which begins December 20.

Meanwhile, TransWorld Radio
(TWR) recently launched its newest
campaign to reach people in North
America. There are approximately 40
million residents of non-English
households living in the U.S.

TWR plans to try to reach the
unchurched audience through the
internet and through local churches,
assisting them in being able to minis-
ter to those people in their own com-

but cannot because of language bar-
riers. On January 1, TWR begins
“1999—Year of the Bible” broadcast

through partnership with the ABS

and Faith Comes By Hearing.—MNN

EVANGELICAL CHURCH

The population of our globe in
1900 was just over 1.5 billion people.
At that time, 5% of the population
were evangelical Christians. Today
the world population has increased to
5.9 billion with 11% professing
evangelical Christianity.

Growth of:  Total Pop. Evangelicals

World 60% 126%
Europe 11% 41%
North America 31% 57%
Oceania 53% 93%
Africa 114% 207%
Latin America 76% 233%
Asia 67% 326%

A quarter of evangelicals are
Pentecostal or charismatic. Two-
thirds of Pentecostals live in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. This seg-
ment is growing by 19 million peo-
ple per year. —CT, 11/16/98

HONDURAS AID UPDATE

The devastation caused by Hurricane Mitch has turned the world’s eyes to
Honduras. While the response from other countries has been encouraging, many fear
that distribution of aid by the Honduran government is biased. Those who attend the
Catholic churches may receive the bulk of the relief, leaving others destitute.

Christian organizations from around the world have also stepped forward with their support. Agencies such as
Compassion International, Food for the Hungry, and International Aid are among the many who see this as an oppor-
tunity to meet not only physical needs, but also to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.

On December 8, a container holding supplies valued at $27,299 was sent from ACCTS in Canada to assembly mis-

,Be ize City

Imopan

GulfofHanjuras/ g’ Sy
- HONDURA -

San ‘Salvador® .

EL SALVADOR FQNJCARAG(UA

‘Lago de ¢

Managua’

sionaries in Honduras. In addition, the Spanish Bible Fellowship in Houston was the US center for coordinating relief
material to be sent to assembly missionaries. God touched the hearts of His people in the US, Canada, Mexico,
Argentina, and Spain, allowing two containers to be shipped. Praise the Lord, the Honduras Relief Fund Special
Account has received over $70,000 for the work in Honduras.

E-mail reports from David Dominguez (CMML missionary in Honduras) indicate that the emergency relief is
going well, and the focus now is on rebuilding. He writes: “We believe that the items we have received from the
believers locally, from Mexico, and the promises of food and relief will be sufficient. Medicines, powdered milk, for-
mula and vitamins for adults and children could continue to be sent. Some things that will be important for the future
in conjunction with this disaster and also for other needs are as follows:

» Materials for construction—especially pre-fabricated items and items which are easy to install;

« Electrical materials, hand tools, electrical tools and construction tools;

* Volunteers accompanied by people with understanding in construction who can give directions. Ideally a broth-
er or a couple who could dedicate themselves to this work and to assist in coordinating a construction plan;

* A medium sized truck, preferably one with a diesel engine.

Further information may be obtained by contacting CMML in New Jersey or MSC in Ontario. O
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SPECIAL REPORT

Y2KAOS?

Panic? Pray? Prepare?

KEVIN SHANTZ

y now, you have proba-
bly heard of Y2K or as
some refer to it “The
Millennium Bug.” Y2K
is short for Year (Y)
2000 (2K) and refers to the antici-
pated problems resulting from the

transition from the 20th century to = -
the 21st. Many computers are not .83

going to handle this transition well.
In fact, they may well perform their
calculations as if it were January 1,
1900. For an explanation as to why
this is so, see the separate article on
page 11, The Y2K Bug Explained.
Predictions on the extent of these
problems range from the trivial to the
catastrophic. Gary North, a Christian
Reconstructionist, believes that this
will be the end of Western civiliza-
tion as we know it. Cities will
descend into anarchy as the power
goes out (maybe never to come back

on), supermarkets will run out of :

food, and the government will stop
printing checks. The banks will col-
lapse and we will revert to bartering.

On the other end of the spectrum,
some optimists are saying that it will
be nothing worse than a big snow-
storm in a Midwest city—a few tem-
porary problems and everything will
be worked out in a few days.

ASSESSING THE DAMAGE

Most crystal ball gazers see some-
thing in between those two scenarios.
Let me state at the outset that some-
thing akin to the first scenario is not
mindless paranoia. It is a carefully
reasoned conclusion based on a

detailed analysis of the situation. If :

Y 2K was this January instead of next,
it might well be accurate!
Contrary to what many want to

believe, the Y2K problem is real. In

Michigan we are used to winter fore-
casts predicting blizzard-like condi-

i tions and mega amounts of snow.

More often than not, these storms do

i not materialize. It seems that when
i people hear reports about Y2K they
i think of it in those terms—a storm
i that is not likely to happen.

However, the Y2K problem is not
like a phantom storm that may or may

not develop. It has been compared

instead to a runaway train heading for

i the station. It may be many miles

away, but unless the train is stopped it

will eventually plow into the station,
i wrecking everything in its path.

Countless millions of computers
and devices containing computer
chips will cease to work properly on
January 1, 2000. Unless they are
fixed or replaced between now and

then, they will cause problems. There

are so many computers, software pro-
grams, and computer chips that are
affected that it is not remotely possi-

© ble to check them all, let alone fix

R respond?

them in the time remaining.

So it isn’t a question of whether or
not the problem exists; it’s not even a
question of whether the problem will
be fixed in time. It’s a question of
how much chaos will be caused by
computers that aren’t fixed in time.

That question is exceedingly dif-
ficult to answer. Why? Because
many companies are reluctant to say
how they are progressing in their
attempts to fix the problem. On the
one hand, they don’t want to admit
that they are way behind their com-
petitors with the risk of losing cus-
tomers. On the other hand, they fear
lawsuits if they promise that they are
Y2K compliant and subsequent
events prove otherwise. (Y2K will
be a gravy train for lawyers. One
commentator described it as “ciga-
rettes with asbestos.”)

WORST CASE SCENARIO

Recent estimates indicate that
only 15-25% of companies are
beyond the assessment and planning
stage in dealing with the problem.
Estimates of governments’ readiness
range from 15-75% depending on
the department. These figures are for
the US and Canada. European and
Asian companies and governments
are generally much further behind.

While some companies are devot-
ing large amounts of money ($500
million for General Motors) to fix
the problem, many more are not.
There are reports that some have
given up trying to fix their systems
and are waiting for a software com-
pany to invent a “silver bullet” solu-
tion that will provide a cure. The
chances of a silver bullet arriving in
time are slim to nil.

Because micro-chips and comput-
ers affect every area of our lives, the
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Tz Y2K BUG EXPLAINED
hen computers were first invented

w programmers developed a convention
for dealing with dates. They were

almost always represented in the form
“mm/dd/yy.” Thus June 30, 1998 became
06/30/98.The “19” part of the year was assumed.

A computer keeps track of a date as the num-
ber of days since a fixed point of time, usually Jan.
I, 1900. Thus June 30, 1998 is to the computer
35976.This system works well until it encounters
dates in the year 2000 and beyond.To the com-
puter, January I, 2000 is 01/01/00. It does not
know that the “00” represents the year 2000 and
will act on its built-in assumption that there
should be a “19” in front of the two zeros. Thus
the computer reads the date as January |, 1900,
which to the computer is .

As a result, any date calculation will either be
incorrect or else simply won’t generate an
answer. For example, a program that calculates
the amount of interest on your bank account
measures the number of days between two dates
to determine how much interest you are owed.
If June 30, 1998 is 35976 and January I, 1999 is
36161, it subtracts 35976 from 36161 and deter-
mines that you are owed 185 days’ worth of
interest. But if on January I,2000 the computer
thinks it is day |, and your last interest payment
was day 36161 it will generate an answer of neg-
ative 36160 days. At this point the program will
either crash because it is not expecting a nega-
tive number or else it will determine that you
owe the bank an awful lot of money!

The problem goes beyond just computers as
we think of them—i.e., the box that sits on the
corner of my desk. Most of the products pro-
duced in our post-modern age contain one or
more computer chips embedded in them.
Everything from toys to cars, from ovens to
satellites, have chips to control or monitor dif-
ferent functions. These chips contain mini pro-
grams, many of which use the same faulty date
assumptions, even ones where you would not
expect a date to be important. Like their large
computer cousins, come the year 2000, these
chips will either fail or generate erroneous infor-
mation causing the devices to cease functioning
properly. That may not be a problem if it is just
your child’s toy, but if it is part of the nuclear
reactor that supplies the power to your city, it’s
lights-out time. —KBS

Y2KAOS? HOW DO WE RESPOND?

millennium bug has the potential to severely disrupt modern
society. Five potential problem areas are:

1) Utilities: electricity, natural gas, water;

2) Transportation: shipping and railroads moving essen-
tial goods, and airlines;

3) Telecommunications: phones, internet, satellites;

4) Financial services: personal/corporate banking;

5) Government services: pension payments, military
equipment, taxation records, etc.

Disruptions in any of these five areas will have ripple
effects throughout society and business. Problems in one
area could easily spread to another. Of these, perhaps the
most critical is electricity. At time of writing, the power went
out in major parts of the San Francisco Bay area, affecting
nearly 1,000,000 people, simply because an employee failed
to remove a grounding wire after completing a service oper-
ation. The resulting short circuit caused a domino effect,
knocking out several generators. It took over 8 hours to
restore power to all affected. Imagine what would happen if
a number of key components failed simultaneously because
of Y2K.

Businesses have a huge motivation to fix the problem—
money. Failure to fix the bug in time will cost them dearly
and possibly lead to the failure of the company.
Governments are less motivated and thus less likely to be
ready in time. By its own estimates, the US Department of
Justice will not have their systems fully compliant until
2030! Of greater concern is the Department of Defense,
which will not have all its “mission-critical” systems ready
until 2001.

While it seems that banks and other financial institutions
are farther ahead than many other industries, the nature of
our banking system is such that it is vulnerable to failure
when there is a loss of confidence. Even if the banks are
fully compliant, a fairly small percentage of depositors with-
drawing their money could easily lead to a bank run. The US
Federal Reserve, as well as central banks in other countries,
plan to increase the cash supply in the second half of 1999
to help avert a possible crisis.

I have painted a fairly bleak picture. This is meant to be
a worst case scenario, indicating potential problems which
may well arise. On the other hand, it certainly is possible that
things will not be nearly this bad. Many of the computerized
functions in businesses can be performed manually, at least
for a period of time. Contingency plans are being made.

The initial reaction many people have when they become
convinced of the seriousness of the problem is to head for
the hills. In fact, the media have had numerous stories of
people moving to cabins in the backwoods of Arkansas or
the hills of West Virginia. A store in Ohio that caters largely
to the Amish community reports that business is up dramat-
ically as people buy woodstoves, hand-powered water
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Y2KAOS? HOW DO WE RESPOND?

pumps, etc. One commentator advocates the “4-G solu-
tion”—God, gold, guns, and groceries. There are videos,
books, and audio tapes being heavily circulated among
Christians which advocate such an approach. Some con-
tain instructions on how to survive in the wild, right
down to how to build your own outhouse—and how to
use guns to protect your supplies!

Other Christians seem to be taking a fatalistic
approach, saying in effect, “Whatever will be will be,” or
“If this is God’s will, we shouldn’t try to do anything
about it”” Many are in denial, not willing to admit to
themselves that the problem is even real.

WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL RESPONSE?

How should we respond? First of all, we must trust in
God, regardless of our circumstances. The Scriptures
warn us about not trusting in government, or our wealth,
or in men. Our faith is always to be in the Lord. As David
said in Psalm 37: “I have never seen the righteous for-
saken.” We also have the definitive promise of Romans
8:28 that God will work all our circumstances for good.

The attitude of fear that pervades much of the “sur-
vivalist” material is the very opposite of this. Certainly it
is easy to understand the source of the fear. I have a wife
and five young children. I don’t want them to go hungry
or suffer cold or be caught up in civil unrest. Yet many
Christians through the ages and in many countries today
have been called on by the Lord to endure serious suffer-
ing. The possible disruptions associated with Y2K don’t
even compare to these.

Although the natural reaction is to want to flee, we
need to turn from ourselves and look to God to meet the
need of the day. That is not to say that fleeing is always
wrong. But I suggest that this would normally be a last
resort. The book, 1000 Miles of Miracles in China,
details the flight from the Boxer rebellion of a mission-
ary family. God miraculously preserved them on an
unbelievable journey through many mobs intent on
killing them. If they had fled sooner, their journey would
probably have been much easier. Yet they stayed at their
mission station as long as they possibly could. It was
only when mobs were in the streets beating and killing
Christians that they felt God would have them flee.

Secondly, we should use this situation as a means of
evangelism. We may not be missionaries, but we should
be confident of God’s calling to whatever occupation in
which we are engaged. God has placed us where we are
as witnesses to the unbelieving world. What is the impact
of our testimony if at the first sign of trouble we run?

If the problems associated with Y2K prove to be great,
it will provide countless opportunities for Christians to
demonstrate to an unbelieving world that their faith in

God does make a difference in their lives, that God is real
and can be relied on in the bad times as well as the good.

Often when there is a crisis, it is the Christians who
rise to the challenge, providing help to their neighbors
and others in need. In so doing, they demonstrate the love
of God and live out the principles taught by our Lord in
the Sermon on the Mount. We ought to be actively look-
ing for such opportunities in the days that lie ahead.

Finally, the book of Proverbs commends the wise man
who sees trouble coming and prepares accordingly (Prov.
22:3). We also have the biblical example of Joseph in
Egypt, who, being warned by God of coming famine,
prepared accordingly and so was the means of preserva-
tion both for himself and his family.

We often fail to realize how dependent we are on the
systems in place in our society. It is only wise to have
food, water, and an alternative source of heat readily
available in case of a crisis. Storm, flood, earthquake, or
other natural disasters can easily interrupt the essential
services we take for granted. In light of the possible prob-
lems associated with Y2K, these kind of preparations
seem to me to be prudent. At the same time, we ought to
give thought to those of our extended families and our
local churches who, for whatever reason, are not able to
make preparations for themselves.

Even if the Y2K problem amounts to little more than
a speed bump in the road, such preparations are not a
waste and may well be useful at a later date when the next
big storm hits.

In Psalm 27, David exhorts us: “The Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?... Though
war should rise against me, in this will I be confi-
dent...For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His
pavilion: in the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide
me,; He shall set me up upon a rock.” We can be confident
that He will preserve us through whatever may lie ahead,
and use it to work out His plan, both in our lives and in
the world around us. (1)

MORE INFO?

The best source of information on Y2K is
obtained from the internet. Some of the sites con-
sulted in the preparation of this article are listed
below. These sights include links to many others:

http://www.csis.org

http://www.year2000.com

http://www.informationweek.com

http://hometown.aol.com/acorduan/y2k.html
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COUNTERPOINT

Panic attack 2000

People who take the Bible seriously sometimes can’t be taken too seriously. Be careful
with that apocalyptic literature! Especially when the author sells gold coins or generators.

J. B. NICHOLSON, JR.

’m not old enough to remem-
ber the widespread panic at
the end of the last millennium
(Oct. 98 Uplook, p. 24). But 1
do recall the book, &8
Reasons (why the Lord will come in
1988). Some Christians put their pets
to sleep so they wouldn’t starve to
death when their owners were rap-
tured. P S.: He didn’t come in ’88.

And remember the John Todd
tapes, full of “insider” information on
an international Satanic conspiracy,
from the President on down? Todd,
supposedly an ex-witch, was touted
by Jack Chick, the consummate sen-
sationalist. Turns out that Todd was
having one over on a gullible
Christian public, all the while run-
ning a witchcraft supply store.

At that time, many assembly
believers were frantic. Some told me
they weren’t going to have children,
to bring them into such a world. I had
to address the subject in many assem-
blies where I travelled. My message?

We should not be amazed: An
international conspiracy? Of course!
Paul talks about it in Ephesians 2:1-3,
and we were once part of it, “But
God...” delivered us from it.

We should not be angry: Many
Christians were viewing their politi-
cal leaders with outright hostility. Are
they on the enemy’s side? Many are,
just as Nero was. But Paul told us to
“honor the king.” Peter told us to pray
for them. Today there is much anti-
government rhetoric among the
Lord’s people. Christian “fundamen-
talists” are often considered danger-

WHAT DO THESE WORDS MEAN?

Take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink?
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(for after all these things do the

Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father

knoweth that ye have need of all these
things. But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and His righteousness; and

all these things shall be added unto you.

Matthew 6:31-33

ous, sometimes due to our “speaking
evil of dignities.”
We should not be afraid: “Fear

not, little flock,” said the Lord. “It is
¢ your Father’s good pleasure to give
¢ you the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32). We
i have a good Father looking after us.

“Fear ye not...ye are of more value

than many sparrows” (Mt. 10:31). :
: As I looked at recent issues of

some Christian magazines, the phrase
came to me, “...who mind earthly

113

! things” (Phil. 3:19). One ad invited
i believers to an open house in a Y2K

community in the hills of Virginia.

On the back cover is an ad for gold
coins. Another magazine offers wood
burning cook stoves on its cover;
inside you’ll find rain barrels to store
drinking water, a recipe for squirrel
stew, and a helpful comment on how
to make phone books suitable alter-
natives to toilet paper. All I didn’t
find was “How to turn your vacuum
cleaner into an AK47 assault rifle.”
If only we could get as passionate
about the lost all around us! If our
society-as-we-know-it does collapse
at 12:01 on January 1, 2000, will you
be found huddling in your basement
with just enough dried food and gold
and drinking water to look after you
and yours for six months or a year?
Joel Belz asks (in World magazine)
what you will do when your neigh-
bor drops in, looking for food. Or a
young couple with a sick baby. Or
three ruffians in a pick-up truck.
Some are advocating the use of guns
to protect your horded supplies.
After evaluating the various views
on the Y2K possibilities, Dave Hunt
concludes: “In our opinion, there
will be problems, but not nearly of
the magnitude we are hearing. Fear
can easily sidetrack Christians from
the real tasks in these last days...We
are not to be anxious for tomorrow
but to trust in our Lord for we do not
know (nor do the ‘pundits’) what a
day may bring forth...It is only pru-
dent always to have extra food and
water, flashlights, medical supplies
and other items on hand that could
be helpful in an emergency. Beyond
that, Christ gave very specific com-
mands and promises in Matthew
6:25-34. We suggest meditating upon
that passage and obeying it.” O

UIPLOQIK o JANUARY 1999



BOUQUET OF BLESSING

TIME...AND THEN ETERNITY

A

LBt

Count the gold and silver blossoms
Spring has scattered o ’er the lea:
Count the softly-sounding ripples
Sparkling on the summer sea:

Count the lightly-flickering shadows

In the autumn forest glade:

Count pale nature's scattered teardrops,
Icy gems by winter made.

Count the tiny blades that glisten

Early in the morning dew:

Count the desert sand that stretches
Under noontide's dome of blue:

Count the notes that wood-birds warble
In the evening's fading light:

Count the stars that gleam and twinkle in
The firmament by night.

When thy counting all is done,

Scarce eternity s begun.

A converted Hindu who had been
given a Bible and a clock said, “The
clock will tell me how time goes, and
the Bible will tell me how to spend
it.” Redeem the time.

I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand.

John 10:28

A VISION OF ETERNITY

Give me, O Lord, a vision of eternity,

For life, with all its petty care and fears,
So blinds my eyes that oft I fail to see

The greatness of Thy love beyond my tears.

Give me a glimpse of glory, lest today

The burdens of this sphere of time and space
So crush me, that I faint beside the way,
Unmindful of Thine all-sufficient grace.

He has made everything beau-
tiful in its time. Also He has
put eternity in their hearts,

Forever and forever, Lord, with Thee! except that no one can ﬁnd

Ah then, how trifling all life s cares will seem! out the work that God does
One breath of air celestial, pure, and free, You cannot kill time from beginning to end
And all the past will vanish as a dream. : I : : *
without injuring eternity. Ecclesiastes 3:11, NkJv

So help me live, dear Saviour, day by day, —David Henry Thoreau
As one who waits the coming of the dawn; To someone complaining that he
Whole glory now doth shed a blessed ray He who has no vision of did not have enough time, a wise
Upon my path and helps me to fight on. eternity has no hold on man replied, “Well, I suppose you

—AVIS B. CHRISTIANSEN time. —Thomas Carlyle have all the time there is.”

I believe the longing for eternity is built-in to us all...we all have a kind of appetite for eternity.

Time is our natural environment. We live in time as we live in the air we breathe. And we love the air—who has not
taken deep breaths of pure, fresh country air, just for the pleasure of it? How strange that we cannot love time. It spoils
our loveliest moments. We alone: animals, so far as we can see, are unaware of time, untroubled. Time is their natural
environment. Why do we sense it is not ours?

Do fish complain of the sea for being wet? Or if they did, would that fact itself not strongly suggest that they had not
always been, or would not always be, purely aquatic creatures? Then, if we complain of time and take such joy in seem-
ingly timeless moments, what does that suggest?

It suggests that we have not always been or will not always be purely temporal creatures. It suggests that we were cre-
ated for eternity. Not only are we harried by time, we seem unable, despite a thousand generations, even to get used to it.
We are always amazed at it—how fast it goes, how slowly it goes. Where, we cry, has the time gone? We aren’t adapted
to it, not at home in it. If that is so, it may appear as proof, or at least a powerful suggestion, that eternity exists and is our
home. —from A Severe Mercy by Sheldon Vanauken
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Seven keys to wise investing

How God lavishes time on us—even while we sleep. But you only get to use each
moment once. Unless you find the secrets to turning time into eternity.

W. H. BURNETT

ne of the precious gifts
that God has given to
every human being is
the gift of time. Time
is a precious resource,
and absolutely non-renewable. Each
hour, each day, each year of life, rolls
relentlessly into eternity, carrying
with them the imprint we have made
for good or bad. These hours can
never be recalled. They pass on into
the archives of heaven, awaiting the
time when we will meet them again
in eternity. This being the case, how
important that we should spend this
precious non-renewable resource in a
way that will count 1,000 years from
now, instead of putting all of our
energies into worldly things that will
be of no conse-
quence when
this life is done.
With this in mind, we
wish to identify a number of
ways that the Christian can
live his life in this world for
the glory of God.

WORKING TO GOD’S PLAN

As we examine the life of the Lord
Jesus, it is evident that each step was
in full accordance with the eternal
plan and purposes of His Father and
God. As we read through John’s
Gospel, we are made aware of the
precision with which the Lord was
following this divine plan as we meet
the recurring phrase, “His hour was
not yet come” (Jn. 7:30).

The first miracle He ever per-
formed, in Cana of Galilee, when He

¢ when it was the Father’s time to do so.

was about to
i be celebrated,

¢ refused, saying, “My time is
i not yet come...”3 Later, as
the Cross was imminent, we
i hear Him say to His Father,

¢ turned the water into wine, gives us a
: unique insight into the way the Lord

Jesus regarded the importance of tim-
ing. We remember on that occasion

how He turned His mother Mary

aside with the words, “Mine hour is

not yet come.”2 Shortly thereafter,

He did turn water into wine, but only

Again, when the Feast of

Tabernacles

His brethren wanted Him to
go up to Jerusalem, and He

“Father, the hour is

lives, and it is important that we, like
Daniel, resist the attempts of the
world to press us into its mold in
order that we might follow God’s
plan.

PURSUING PROFITABLE THINGS

We often hear the question asked,
“What’s the harm in doing this, or
that, or in going here, or there?” The
fact is, more

Christians are
deflected by
things that are harmless in
themselves, than those that
are evidently harmful. For
example, when a competitor
is  preparing for the
Olympics, it isn’t sufficient
that he abstain from things

come...”4 We learn some
important lessons from these exam-
ples in the
Saviour’s life.
First, it is not
only important to do the right
thing, but all-important to do
it at the right time. Second,
we must never allow human
agencies, however dear and
influential, to direct our spir-
itual life and service. Third,
the pressing urgency of a need must
not panic us into precipitous action
which conflicts with God’s timing.
Yes, God has a plan for every life.
And it will be found by those who
prostrate themselves before Him in
surrender, those who are prepared to
listen to His voice through the pages
of His Word, and through the current
of circumstances which He allows in
their lives. It should be recognized
that the world also has a plan for our
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like drugs, alcohol, and
smoking—which would clearly be
detrimental to his success. He must
also discipline himself in relation to
legitimate things like diet, rest, and
exercise, if he wishes to excel. So it
is in the Christian life. We must obvi-
ously abstain from that which is
harmful and sinful, but we must also
discipline ourselves in that which is
legitimate, yet which could keep us
from complete commitment in our
Christian life. Let’s think about some
of the things in which we should be
profitably engaged:

IMMERSION IN THE WORD OF GOD

Paul writes to young Timothy,
“Till I come, give attendance to read-
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine.
Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the
presbytery. Meditate upon these



SEVEN KEYS TO WISE INVESTING

things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting
may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt
both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”” Further, he
writes to him, “Study to show thyself approved of God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth””® The Word of God is the
Christian’s daily food, his source of wisdom, his guide to
the purposes of God for his life and for the universe.
Without intimate knowledge of the Word, a Christian is
spiritually handicapped. Saturation in the Word of God is
an essential for Christian living. And remember, you
must take time in your schedule to pursue the Word; you
will never find time.

THE PURSUIT OF GODLINESS

Paul writes again to Timothy, “Bodily exercise prof-
iteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, hav-
ing promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come.”” Again, “But godliness with contentment is great
gain,” and “...0 man of God, flee these things; and fol-
low after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness.”” We learn from these statements the follow-
ing conclusions: godliness brings greater reward than
excellence on the sports field; godliness is more to be
desired than a large bank balance; and godliness is an
absolute necessity requiring vigorous pursuit, rather than
chasing after the things demanded by selfish desires.
This only makes sense from the eternal perspective.

CONTINUING IN PRAYER

Of all the exercises essential to spiritual well-being,
the practice of prayer is surely the most difficult.
Spiritual men and women testify that it is much easier to
read, to study, to talk to others about Christ, or to preach
than to pray. Prayer brings us face to face with opposing
spiritual forces that sense great danger in allowing this
exercise to continue. Luke records concerning the early
church—which turned the world upside down with the
gospel: “These all continued with one accord in
prayer...”" This was the secret of their power.

Paul emphasized the importance of living in the
atmosphere of prayer: “...continuing instant in prayer.”"
Again, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit...”"” and “Continue in prayer, and watch in
the same with thanksgiving.”" Prayer is the power-house
of Christian living and Christian service, yet it is perhaps
the most neglected of all spiritual exercises.

SINGULAR OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST

Paul, writing to Timothy, reminds him: “No man that
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life;

that he may please Him who hath chosen him to be a sol-
dier””™ The whole issue surrounds who, or what, is in
charge of our lives. Are we free to give unquestioning,
instant obedience to the Lord, or are we entangled with
things that keep us from responding as we should?

We recognize the importance of working to be able to
pay our bills, but there is a world of difference between
doing this and selling one’s self to the business world,
being at its command rather than servants of Christ. The
question we must ask is this: Who is Lord in my life?

The Lord rebuked some who kept calling Him, “Lord,
Lord.” He said to them, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say?” (Lk. 6:46). The hall-
mark of a Christian under the Lordship of Christ is that
he actually does the things that He says.

WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD

There is nothing that could have a greater influence on
the way we live and the purpose for which we labor, than
the prospect of the any-moment coming of the Lord
Jesus. The anticipation of the coming of the Lord makes
this world’s glories fade from view. When William Kelly
was offered a prestigious university post, he declined.
Someone who heard of his refusal told him that he had
turned down the opportunity to make a name for himself
in the world. To which Kelly replied, “Which world?”’

A PERSONAL TESTIMONIAL

It was this that delivered me from the bondage of busi-
ness, to be free in the pursuit of things spiritual. Having
spent several years on the treadmill of corporate busi-
ness, things came to a crisis one day, when I challenged
myself with the question “If I knew for certain that the
Lord was coming back, say, one year from now, what
changes would I make in my life?” This struck me with
tremendous force, as I realized that I had been ambushed
into living for the wrong world, and that I could not con-
tinue to pursue such a path. I chose, therefore, to take a
lower career path, which would pay the bills, and yet
leave me free again to serve the Lord.

I would like to say for the encouragement of others
who are in a similar situation (and there must be some),
that I have never regretted making this decision, and have
found that if one is prepared to make sacrifices for God
and His people, there are compensations in this world, as
well as the world to come. (1)

1. John 7:30 8. 1 Timothy 6:6
2. John 2:4 9. 1 Timothy 6:11
3. John 7:6 10. Acts 1:14
4. John 17:1 11. Romans 12:12
5. 1 Timothy 4:13-16 12. Ephesians 6:18
6
7

. 2 Timothy 2:15 13. Colossians 4:2
. 1 Timothy 4:8 14. 2 Timothy 2:4
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BE PRACTICAL )

Time management

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.” The best Time Manager in the
world is the One who made time in the first place. He just asks us to cooperate.

FRED GORDON

hether you are a
carpenter, compa-
ny president, keep-
er at home, or a
salesperson on the
road, you need at least three charac-
teristics to find success and fulfill-
ment in your daily work-life and
Christian pilgrimage. You need the
aptitude, the correct attitude, and the
appropriate level and kind of activity
for the job or service you are per-
forming. These factors, including
others you might add, can be a worthy
subject in themselves; however, the
subject of appropriate activity or
Time Management and related
areas are considered in this article.

God has given us adequate time
to do ALL He wants done—the
activity that allows us to enjoy the
abundant life in Christ—"blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heav-
enly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). All
too often this “blessed life” is not the
result, because we mismanage the
time and opportunities given us by
the Lord.

What are the outcomes we desire?
Most people who are in a slump in
their daily lives (no desire or energy
to get up and go) are busy with low
priority activities while the important
things in life are left undone. The
business seminar would tell us: “plan
your work and work your plan.” But
long before, 1 Corinthians 14:40
states, “Let all things be done decent-
ly and in order” or “according to the
order.”

God, through the Bible, gives us

an order for our lives (individually
and as a local church). It is appropri-
ate for us to have goals, plans, and
good intentions. It is proper for us to
sit down and make plans for the
future (in His will), counting the cost
(see Lk. 14:28-30). We then need to
finish the task we believe God has

put into our hand. When Scripture

says, “Take therefore no thought for

i the morrow,” (Mt. 6:34) that does not
i mean “do not plan,” but “do not
i worry.”

Time management is not the solu-

¢ tion for the lazy person to do less or

for the work addict who wants to do

i more. It is for the Christian who
i wants to make sure he is not distract-

ed by the urgent tasks to the exclu-
sion of the important.

It is important to have the proper
foundation in our lives: we need to

© build with good materials. God
i notices our every word (Mt. 12:36)!

Every second of my life is either
“wood, hay, or stubble” or “gold, sil-

ver and precious stone” (1 Cor. 3:11-
12). We’ll have to account for time
and talents given to us (see Lk.
12:48; Mt. 25:14-30). Paul finished
the work God gave him to do (fin-
ished his course). Will we be able to
say that? (Eph. 5:15-17).

How do we use our time? How do
we accomplish the things God wants
for our lives? (Rom. 8:29; Jer. 29:11;
Eph. 5:17; Col. 3:9-10; Phil. 4:13).

If you were given $1440 at mid-
night and told you could keep only
that which you invested during the
next 24 hours, I am confident you
would try to invest all of it wisely.
Very little would be left over! Yet lost
money can be recovered, but lost
time is gone forever. We are given

1440 minutes each day to invest.
How wisely is it invested? Time is
so much more precious! With
time you can make money, but
you cannot buy even one minute
with all the money in the
world.
We can take courses on “How to
Manage” a number of things: busi-
ness, investments, money, and even
time. It should be noted that,
although these courses have much
value, they focus on worldly objec-
tives. The results obtained for the
Christian will be lacking because
God is not central. How then does
the Christian manage time in view of
time and eternity? Let’s look at the
answer first (doing God’s will at all
times) and then explore how we
arrive at the answer (result).

To be doing God’s will at all times
is the result that comes from proper
time management. Easy enough to
say, but how do we accomplish this
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TIME MANAGEMENT

result? Management of anything requires setting goals,
standards, and objectives. If we are to formulate the
objectives and goals that will accomplish God’s will in
our lives, we need to know what God’s standards are.
What does He think is important for our lives? If our
actions are in accordance with God’s priorities for us,
then we will enjoy the results of proper time manage-
ment.

Sometimes we feel like a loser in our Christian life
when we want to be a winner. How do we gauge winning
and losing? Paul in prison, in chains was a “winner”
whereas, Pilate on the throne, with temporal power and
earthly riches, was a “loser.”” What makes the difference
between being a winner and a loser, between the abun-
dant Christian life and day-to-day survival?

The answer to that question is found in determining
who or what controls my life. The person or activity that
has the prior claim in any given situation is at the con-
trols in my life. Every area of my life is subjected to a
“priority grid” whether we admit it or not. For the
unsaved individual this is determined by worldly stan-
dards. For the Christian, the Bible has the answer for all
the areas of my life: spiritual, physical, intellectual, and
social.

All decisions must, one-by-one, be systematically
funneled through one basic criteria: “Proving what is
acceptable to the Lord” (Eph. 5:10), or put another way:
“What decision or action would be most pleasing to
God?” As Paul stated, “Be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per-
fect will of God” (Rom. 12:2).

As Scripture’s principles mesh with God’s goals for
us—using the time He has given us—only then will we
enjoy effective, productive, biblical time management.
This will have abundant rewards in time and eternity.

It will come as no surprise that God is to be first. That,
however, does not mean He wants our family sitting at an
empty supper table while we pass out tracts. Putting God
first involves looking after those things and people for
which He has given us responsibility. “For to me to live
is Christ,” (Phil. 1:21) means Christ in my personal life,
my family life, my church life, and my business life. I
hasten to note that spending every free moment playing
games with your children rather than allotting time for
the service of the Lord, is not a good testimony to the
children nor is it God’s will for His people. God gives us
sufficient time to give attention to all our responsibilities.

Once we understand God’s prior claim, and set about
to “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1
Thess. 5:21), then we must consider what His goals are
for each area of our lives. To name a few: favor with

God/spiritual; favor with man/social; wisdom/intellectu-
al; stature/physical. Our goals then become to understand
God’s will for our lives specifically.

In the context of an article like this, we think of goals
like reading the Bible, praying, witnessing, and so on—
all worthy goals—but making money, paying our bills,
and grooming our property are goals that can fit within
God’s desires for us as well. Everything that we do that
falls within the area of His “good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will” (Rom. 12:2) is important to God. We con-
fuse our thinking when we separate our activities into
“spiritual” and “secular.”” We do not need these divisions.

Let me use an example: take reading our Bibles and
making money. Bible reading is an essential activity, an
important resource in accomplishing God’s will for our
lives. How quickly we read through the Bible does not
matter so much as making it a consistent part of our daily
experience. But if you have spent a good part of the night
holding your sick child and as a result do not read x num-
ber of chapters the following day, you have not failed to
accomplish God’s will for your life at that moment. If, on
the other hand, you take the hour you could have spent
considering God’s Word in order to earn extra money for
some self-indulgence, then you must seriously question
whether you are in God’s will!

Making money is a necessary activity in order to pro-
vide the physical necessities of living. To leave household
bills unpaid is a poor testimony, even if you are using the
time to preach on street corners. If God’s will for you is
to preach on street corners, then you should keep your
finances in order so you can take the time off.

Our lives need focus, purpose, and vision. Our time
needs to be managed. This will lessen the occasions when
urgent tasks replace the important ones. Easy tasks
should not take the place of necessary ones. Don’t make
another schedule; fix the one you are currently using.
Ask the Lord, “Is my current activity in accordance with
Your will?” keeping in mind God’s goals, and the evalu-
ation that the Word of God places on the various areas of
your life. Your goals soon will be conformed to His will
and your time will be effectively managed.

The hymnwriters remind us, “Life at best is very brief,
like the falling of a leaf.” And too, we must “Take time to
be holy, speak oft with the Lord.” Sometimes we try too
hard (in our own strength), rather than waiting on the
Lord (Isa. 40:31; se also Mt. 6:33).

Time relates to the past, the present, and the future.
Soon, however, we will leave this time-bound world for
the shoreless realm of eternity. When we truly “don’t
have time,” we will then have forever! What are we
investing—during these fleeting moments of time—for
eternity? (2 Tim. 4:7; Phil. 4:14). 1)
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JUST DO IT!

Corban

Christianity is nothing if it isn’t practical.

Then let’s practice it.

JOHN A. BJORLIE

hen abortion on

demand swept the

US, many Christians

responded:  “This

world refuses and
even murders its children. But chil-
dren are an heritage from the Lord;
they are a blessing; therefore we will
welcome them. We will adopt chil-
dren. We will birth children and raise
them in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.” This has spoken with
more volume than a thousand bull-
horns outside abortion mills.

Today, on the other end of life, the
noisy advocates of euthanasia are
giving Christians a platform to speak
again. How will we treat our weak,
infirm, and elderly? Can we show the
uniqueness of authentic Christianity?
I am talking here about witnessing on
the home front in obvious ways.

Christ’s life was in stark contrast
to the pseudo-spirituality which
excuses itself from home duties. To
His pious, play-acting contempo-
raries, Christ said, “Full well ye
reject the commandment of God, that
ve may keep your own tradition. For
Moses said, Honor thy father and thy
mother, and, Whoso curseth father or
mother, let him die the death: but ye
say, If a man shall say to his father or
mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a
gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be
profited by me; he shall be free. And
ve suffer him no more to do ought for
his father or his mother; making the
word of God of none effect through
your tradition, which ye have deliv-
ered...” (Mk. 7:9-13).

They neglected to care for their

i parents, and who got the blame? They
i blamed the God they claimed to wor-

ship! The resources that should have
gone to requite their parents, they
claimed had been sacrificed to God
as “Corban,” meaning a gift.

By contrast, look at our Lord’s
example. If ever there was a life so

totally dedicated that He might be

exempted from domestic duties, we

{ would think it would be the Son of '

God. Did He say “Corban” to Mary?
“When Jesus therefore saw His moth-
er, and the disciple standing by,
whom He loved, He saith unto His
mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then

saith He to the disciple, Behold thy

mother! And from that hour that dis-
ciple took her unto His own home”
(Jn. 19:26-27). While agonizing on

i that torturous cross, He took care that

His mother would be provided for.

In accord with Christ’s words,
Paul says, “Honor widows that are
widows indeed. But if any widow
have children or nephews, let them
learn first to show piety at home, and
to requite their parents: for that is

good and acceptable before God...
i But if any provide not for his own,

and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:3-8).

The force of these verses could

not be more plain. Then why are they
i not obeyed? The verse, “If any pro-

vide not for his own,...he...is worse
than an infidel!” is sometimes used

to urge Christians to up their all-too-

lush standard of living, or is offered
as a reason for buying life insurance
(the last time an insurance salesmen

i used that verse on me, I discovered
i that was the only Bible verse he

knew). But have we heard it taught
that this verse applies directly to our
care of parents and grandparents?

To “requite” our parents means
that they changed our diapers,
housed us and fed us, and the time
may come for us to reciprocate. They
cradled us during weary days and
nights, and we should be willing to
do the same. Our parents or grand-
parents may someday need to be
spoon-fed, as they spoon-fed us.
Christian nursing homes were never
invented to shield us from this
responsibility. If 1 have chosen to
delegate this task, by paying some-
one to care for my family member, |
dare not forget that before God the
responsibility is still mine. “Despise
not thy mother when she is old”
(Prov. 23:22). This responsibility is
mine before it is the church’s, and it
certainly is my responsibility before
it is the government’s.

While unbelievers surrender
home duties to state agencies, and
some even call out for the extermina-
tion of “unproductive members of
society,” Christians can show a radi-
cally different kind of love to this
self-serving world which has grossly
dishonored the gray head. The world
is governed by convenience, expedi-
ence, and economy. The Christian is
empowered by the indwelling Christ,
and guided by His example and non-
negotiable teachings.

God forbid any reader of these
words to say “Corban.” Rather, let us
count the cost of this divine calling.
As we calculate what may be an
heavy expense, we must keep whis-
pering to ourselves, “His commands
are not grievous,” and then rise up
and show that we are not infidels. €)
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TESTIMONIAL

)

Some prayer closet!

Could a man have dealings with God in there?
And then he remembered the custodian.

JIM POE

was born the first time in

1954 in southern Guilford
County, near Greensboro, NC.

This part of North Carolina

has long been known for the
numerous Quaker or Friends meet-
ings that were established in the
1700’. My family had that heritage.
I am eternally grateful to God that

I grew up in a Christian family. My
parents saw to it that I was under the
sound of God’s Word from my earli-
est memories. My mother made sure
that her kids were cleaned up and in
Sunday School on the Lord’s Day—

no small task when there were six of

us to be accounted for. I remember
regular teen meetings as I grew older,
as well as various gospel campaigns.
I recall “going forward” several
times at some of the crusades—but I
did not have any real assurance of my

The Poe family

salvation.

In 1972, the Lord allowed a beau-
tiful young influence into my life by
the name of Peggy. I soon acquired a
desire to stand close enough to this
young lady so that I might help hold
her hymnbook. After all, it was a
very heavy hymnbook for such a tiny
little thing! It was in this way that |

fell in among a strange group of

believers that only wanted to be
called Christians, and nothing else.
These peculiar people were also
insistent that before we got married
(by that time Peggy had decided that
I ' would be allowed to hold her hymn-
book on a permanent basis), we
should talk with one of the elders
about the biblical view of marriage.
In the course of this counseling ses-
sion, it became apparent that my

future bride had a clear testimony of

her salvation...but I did not! I came
to realize that I could not say for sure
that I was saved and on my way to
heaven.

very real soul searching
about my eternal state. After
several weeks of agonizing
over my spiritual condition—
not being able to sleep, not
having any peace—it came to
a head as I drove to work
one morning. I knew that I
had to settle this matter
before the Lord. I was
under such deep convic-
tion of sin, I could wait no
longer. But, where to go? I
was at work by this time
with no place of privacy,
except the men’s rest
room. Would the Lord

This began for me a time of

save me in such a place as that? And
then I remembered...

As a boy in school, years before,
we would go into the boys’ bathroom
before school, to laugh at a strange
sight. We could see, almost any day,
the worn shoes of the old custodian,
protruding from the privacy of his
prayer closet, as he poured out his
heart to God.

As I bowed my head to confess
my sins, and receive Christ as my
Saviour, I realized that the grace of
God is not limited to certain times or
special places! Blessed be His name!
The Savior of sinners will work in a
repentant heart any time and in any
place—even a men’s rest room!

POSTSCRIPT

Recently I began to wonder about
that custodian from my school days.
Was he with the Lord? Had God left
him here to continue his life as a
prayer warrior? How many children
had he prayed for over the years?

A few questions asked in the right
places (guided by the Holy Spirit)
can be very revealing. The Lord had
left Johnny Johnson here to continue
praying! He has retired as a custodi-
an but not as a man of prayer. On the
first trip to his home to visit, he was
away at a prayer meeting!

Subsequently, he remembered
with a chuckle the old days of prayer
in the boy’s room at school. Only
eternity will reveal the extent of the
fruit of his labors, but I can person-
ally attest to
the fact that

“the effectual
fervent prayer
of a righteous
man availeth

much.” (1)

Johnny
Johnson
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DARE TO THINK

THE ETERNITY OF GOD

“Only one life, ’twill soon be past” is no mere cliché

n a warm summer evening in London, lines of

curiosity seekers formed, eager to find a seat

in the auditorium to hear the much-anticipated

debate between the well-known atheist,
Robert Ingersoll and the British preacher, Dr. Joseph
Parker. During the course of the debate, Ingersoll ruth-
lessly attacked the truthfulness of the Holy Scriptures,
and in the most blasphemous of terms denied the deity
and the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. After
some time, as was his manner, he paused, gazed heaven-
ward, and threw out a challenge to the Eternal God, “I
have just vilified, assailed, and profaned the name of
Almighty God; I challenge You, if You exist at all; I call
You to strike me dead upon this very spot.”

With every fixed eye upon him, he
paused, then casually walked to a chair and
sat down. Pulling out a stopwatch from his
pocket, he added, “I will give You five min-
utes.” As each minute slowly ticked off, he
confidently announced to the crowd...four
minutes left...three minutes...two min-
utes...one minute. Then he triumphantly
stood up, and returning to the podium,
made his closing remarks. Then, motioning
to the front row of the vast lecture hall,
where Dr. Parker was sitting, he invited him
to respond to his dramatic rebuke of God.

Joseph Parker deliberately took his place
behind the podium, and addressing the breathless audi-
ence, he soundly refuted each of his opponent’s argu-
ments. As he concluded, he turned to the learned atheist
and graciously inquired, “And did the good gentleman
think he could exhaust the patience, frustrate the grace,
and thwart the infinite mercy of the eternal God in just
five minutes?”

If Robert Ingersoll would have known more of the
eternity of God, he doubtless would have been humbled
in His holy presence. And so it is also with us. Those who
have made the most progress in the spiritual life are those
who have given themselves to know God. Those who
have tasted of His infinite richness are those who have
studied long in the school of the attributes of God.

Moreover, the God of the Scriptures loves to reveal
Himself in terms of His divine attributes. To miss the
importance of the divine attributes is to miss the revela-
tion of God in all His glory.

The Scriptures lay great weight on the doctrine of the
eternity of God. God called Abram out of the ancient city
of Ur and led him to a land from which would rise a great
nation. It was there that God would reveal Himself to
Abram. Near a well in the town of Beersheba, God intro-
duced Himself to Abram by the name £/ Olam, which
means “the eternal God.”

Years later, Moses, dwelling in the backside of the
desert, was commanded to return to Egypt to deliver the

; T children of Israel from bondage. He asked,
“Who shall I say sent me? And God said to
Moses, | AM THAT I AM; and He said,
Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, I
AM has sent me to you” (Ex. 3:14). By this
statement He expressed the self-sufficient,
independent, and eternal existence of God.
In the last book of the Bible, when the exalt-
ed Lord Jesus Christ gave the revelation of
the “things which are and the things which
shall be hereafter” to the apostle John on
the isle of Patmos, He revealed Himself by
saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
First and the Last...which is and was and is
to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). Again,
great emphasis is laid on the eternity of God.

Have you ever taken the time to consider the impor-
tance of the truth that God is eternal? God is in control of
every event of this life, despite the instability in this
world, and the tragedies and trials that lie on every hand.
He has existed in “eternity past” and will exist in “eter-
nity to come.” The Bible never tries to prove the existence
of God or His origin; it simply assumes that He is and
that He has always existed. As we open the Bible, we find
these words simply stated, “In the beginning, God...”
(Gen. 1:1). He just is. And then it invites us to look at
what He has done and what He will do. He existed before
all else, and it was He that brought all things into exis-
tence. He is independent of any other being or cause. He

by DAVID DUNLAP
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THE ETERNITY OF GOD

is uncreated, unoriginated, and without beginning or end.

God is not bound by time, whether it be the successive
unfolding of events or time measured in minutes, hours,
and days. There is no past, present, or future with Him.
He established time and can work within its framework,
but He exists over and above it. He dwells in the eternal
“present.” Isaiah counsels us to, “Remember the former
things long past, for [ am God and there is no other; I am
God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from
the beginning and from ancient times things which have
not been done” (Isa. 46:9-10).

Words depict, but cannot define, the immeasurable
grandeur of the eternal God. A. W. Tozer describes the
lofty nature of this divine attribute: “The mind looks
backward in time till the dim past vanishes, then turns
and looks into the future till thought and imagination col-
lapse from exhaustion; and God is at both points, unaf-
fected by either.”

The thought of the eternity of God bows our hearts in
worship. As the human mind seeks to grasp the endless
existence of God against the backdrop of the vapor-like
existence of man, one stands in awe and falls before Him
in adoration. Charles Wesley has well written, “Glad
Thine attributes confess, glorious all and numberless.”

To this discussion of the attributes of God we must
add the self-sufficiency of God. Since God existed
before time and space and before any created thing, He
therefore is independent of all, and sufficient in Himself
alone. The proof for this fact is simply that He existed
before anything else was in existence. This is not true of
any other living thing. Every other thing is dependent on
other resources, such as water, food, and air for his exis-
tence. This is not true of God. Indeed, if God was depen-
dent upon anyone or thing, He would not be God.

Paul used this idea when proving the uniqueness of
Christ above the idols of Athens: “God, who made the
world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.
Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He
needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life,
breath, and all things” (Acts 17:24-25).

God does not need us, nor does He need our worship,
our fellowship, or our service. He is complete in Himself
without all of these. Yet in His love He has graciously
planned to use us, and to allow us to be part of His eter-
nal plan. God does not need us, but we need Him! We are
incomplete and unfulfilled apart from a personal rela-
tionship with Him. We find true significance and mean-
ing in life only when we allow God to have the proper
place in our lives. Since God possesses all things, yet
desires to come into our lives and share all things with
us, it is in Him that we find everything we need to richly

enjoy life. Paul stresses the richness of this truth when he
writes, “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in
bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete”
(Col. 2:9). How foolish we are when we look to material
things to satisfy the soul, or this world’s entertainment to
bring joy to the heart, when we can have all we need in
Him, in whom we have been made complete. The Puritan
sages pointed out the importance of this truth, saying,
“He who has everything in this world and Christ, has
nothing more than he who has Christ alone.”

The truth of the eternity of God is a very practical doc-
trine when we grasp that we have been created for eterni-
ty, formed to enjoy eternal blessings from the hand of the
eternal One. When the Lord of glory breathed into Adam
the very breath of God, he was separated from animal; the
time-bound creature became an eternal soul. Do not mis-
understand. We all will die, but we will not cease to exist.
It is a solemn truth to consider; in fact, everyone who has
ever lived will exist eternally in heaven or hell. Therefore,
only that which we build into people’s souls, our own and
others, will endure for eternity. Man strives to be remem-
bered: politicians seek to have their names inscribed on a
bridge or building, athletes by the records they have bro-
ken, and businessmen by the financial empire they have
established. But it is futile to live for things of this world.
The Scriptures warn us that the world and all the works
that are in it will be consumed by fire (2 Pet. 3:10).

We, who are Christians, have something far better to
live for than the temporal things of this world. Therefore,
the Christian must live his life with eternity in view. The
moments we spend in the presence of “the high and lofty
One that inhabits eternity,” are an investment toward “an
entrance that shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:11). Earnest seasons of prayer
spent before the throne of grace, crying out to God for the
salvation of the souls of men, will yield an abundant eter-
nal reward. Laboring in the gospel and pointing lost souls
to the Saviour is a rich investment made on earth which
will only be fully realized in eternity. C. H. Mackintosh
writes, “The only real life is to live in the light of eterni-
ty—to use all we possess for the promotion of God’s
glory and with an eye to the everlasting mansions. This,
and only this is life in earnest.””

Because God is eternal, no endeavor on earth has
higher priority than knowing Him and loving Him, wor-
shiping Him and serving Him. O

ENDNOTES:

1. A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, New York,
Harper and Row, 1971, p. 45

2. As quoted by William MacDonald, True Discipleship,
Kansas City, KS, Walterick, 1975, p. 112
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LIVING ASSEMBLIES

GOD’S GREAT IDEA

The assembly is worth your while

nvolvement in the local assembly takes time.

And anything that uses our time must make a

good case for doing so. Time is limited. We

only have so much to give, so why should we
give it to the assembly? There are good reasons.

1. The assembly is part of God s eternal purpose (Eph.
1:11; 3:11). This makes it superior to anything else we
do. No other human endeavor can compare to God’s eter-
nal purpose. This does not mean that I abandon other
responsibilities in living. The same Ephesian epistle
reminds me that daily living is “unto the Lord” (see chs.
4, 5 and 6). But I must remember that what and how I
contribute to the local church is an eternal investment.

Let this sink in. Unbelievers who have r P

acquired vast sums of wealth or fame are
going to lose it all. But believers who took
children to Sunday School, repaired assem-
bly buildings, showed hospitality, cared for
the flock, prayed, and performed a thou-
sand other jobs have been involved in the
eternal purpose of God. This will remain.

Some of us, however, are living like the
world in our attitudes toward allocating
time. We have been fooled into thinking
this world should get our quality time and
energy, while the assembly gets the left-
overs. Paul’s life was characterized by
viewing the eternal and unseen (2 Cor.
4:16-18). This equipped him to make intel-
ligent decisions in how he was going to
invest his time. In no other area of life
would we give first claim to a temporary arrangement
and secondary claim to a permanent one.

2. The Lord insists on giving rewards to those who
build with quality materials (1 Cor. 3). Our view of
reward is based on merit and success. God’s view of
reward is based on faithfulness. There is no point in min-
imizing the idea of rewards as if it would be unspiritual
to accept His reward. The Lord wants to give the reward.
And He rewards those who build in His assembly. In fact,
God views it an unrighteous thing to forget the service
His people performed (Heb. 6:10).

e

3. The assembly comprises God's present-day people
(1 Pet. 2:9-10). The New Testament makes this clear.
While God has not forgotten Israel, and He will deal with
them again in the future, the fact remains that at present,
the church are God’s people. The Lord Himself began to
show this in His ministry (Mt. 21:28-46). The apostles
later confirm this. Doesn’t it make sense that we should
invest a reasonable amount of time in God’s people?

4. The assembly is God'’s dwelling place. Even in the
Old Testament the language is not so strong as to state
that Israel was God’s dwelling place. The tabernacle was
a meeting place, but in the New Testament the language
vigorously states that the church is His dwelling place.
For example, John 17:23, “I in them, and
Thou in Me, that they may be made per-
fect in one.” Or notice Colossians 1:24-
27, “for His (i.e., Christ’s) body’s sake,
which is the church:...Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”” Or consider Ephesians
2:19-22, “Now therefore ye are...fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the house-
hold of God...In whom ye also are build-
ed together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.” Even Solomon had to
admit at the dedication of the temple
these words, “But will God in very deed
dwell with men on the earth? Behold,
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot
contain Thee: how much less this house
which I have built!” (2 Chron. 6:18). Yet
‘@ the church confidently believes He dwells
within. Matthew 18:20 reminds us, “For where two or
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the
midst of them.”

Countless believers throughout church history were
willing to lay down their lives for God’s assembly. Others
suffered personal loss in favor of giving to the local
church. Many today give themselves sacrificially and
consistently to the local fellowship. What is it they see?
What motivates them so? Why do they give so generous-
ly of their time? They see what God sees. The decision is
easy after that. Yes, the assembly is worth your while. €9

by BRIAN GUNNING
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KEEPING CURRENT

TAKING YOU FOR A RIDE

Euthanasia means “easy death.” Where is this road taking us?

hen abortion was legalized in the United

States, it was then predicted that within ten

years euthanasia would be made legal, and

infanticide would soon follow. Abortion advo-
cates ridiculed these prophets as alarmists. But now, as
we see the wheels roll past, we know that those flashing
lights were sadly all too warranted. This freight train has
momentum.

Herbert Hendin talks about the situation overseas in
his book, Seduced by Death: Doctors, Patients, and the
Dutch Cure. “The Netherlands has moved from assisted
suicide to euthanasia: from euthanasia for those who are
terminally ill to euthanasia for those who are chronically
ill; from euthanasia for physical illness to euthanasia for
psychological distress; and from voluntary euthanasia to
involuntary euthanasia.”

And the laws are evolving to let it all
happen. One important thing about
these legal precedents is that, for the
secular person, the law of the land is
often the closest thing to God that he
will accept. He reasons that if some-
thing is legal, then it is morally permis-
sible, perhaps even desirable. Of course
if polls and election results determine
what is evil or good from week to week,
there is no limit to what this generation
can rationalize.

This is particularly scary when we realize that we have
power brokers in the land who express their aspirations
by humming along with Jerry Garcia of The Grateful
Dead. Jerry used to tell his devotees: “There are ten com-
mandments to rock-n-roll, and the tenth commandment
is to commit suicide.” Jerry is himself now also physi-
cally dead, leaving the unanswered question, “but is he
grateful?”

The Christian’s standards are not founded on the shift-
ing sands of public opinion. We recognize a higher
authority. Solomon expressed God’s sovereignty in the
matter of human death in these poetic words:
“[Remember your Creator] before the silver cord is
loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher shat-

by JOHN A.

tered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the well.
Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the
spirit will return to God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:6-7, NKJ).

When the secular person denies God’s rights over his
life, this does not mean he has no morality at all; he has
a different set of morals. For him to experience pain may
now be defined as a moral evil, especially when the pain
serves no visible benefit. Therefore he might demand
euthanasia on a moral basis. He argues that his health-
care provider should euthanize him as part of his moral
obligation to provide pain management.

By contrast, the Christian has no morbid craving for

more pain in his life, or the lives of those he loves.
Neither does he see pain as a moral evil. He can see pain
in the perspective of God’s eternal plan, and even rejoice
in his troubles (Rom. 5:3).
The secular person views the affirma-
tion of his autonomy as a moral good.
When the euthanasia advocates speak
about passive euthanasia, suicide,
assisted suicide, voluntary mercy
killing, involuntary mercy killing, or
non-voluntary mercy killing, they
begin with a basic assumption that
each individual needs to have a gov-
ernmentally guaranteed right to deter-
mine when they die. To them the ques-
tion of who has the right to end a life is
too obvious to deserve a discussion. God is not in any of
their thoughts. Therefore they abominate the Christian
who quotes Job’s submissive words, “Naked came I from
the womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave and
the Lord takes away,; blessed be the name of the Lord”
(Job 1:21). The Christian believes that the risen Christ
holds the keys to death, not you or me.

The contrasts continue. This comes home to us the
moment we leave our homes. When you hand your health
and well-being over to the technological possibilities of
the medical profession, the straight-cut moral certainties
that make so much sense to us are misplaced in a gray fog
of relativism. Gone are the days of Christian consensus in
the medical profession. Now we need to be bilingual

BJORLIE
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TAKING YOU FOR A RIDE

when speaking with our physician. We need to know the
old terms, and the new definitions.

“Doctor,” we ask, “could you define what you meant
by recovery from the illness? At one time we thought
words like health-care and medication were things
wholesome and restorative. Will health-care profession-
als suggest a therapeutic option consisting of a cocktail
of sedatives and lethal drugs capable of putting down an
elephant, and call it taking your medication? On your
next hospital visit, be sure you have all the terms well
defined. Beware, your doctor may prescribe a medica-
tion.

WHAT ARE THE LESSONS?

First, know what you believe. Lois Pell was startled by
a phone call after midnight and a strange woman’s voice
asked, “If I killed myself, would I be in hell?”

Lois simply answered, “If you killed yourself, you
would know where you were immediately, and you would
never be able to change that—forever.” A long conversa-
tion ensued, with Lois speaking to the troubled soul
about the importance of the Word of God and the cer-
tainty of His love for her. The next day, Lois gave the

woman’s name and address to Carole Pell, her nephew’s
wife, who knocked at her door and had the joy of intro-
ducing her to the One who is the Life, and holds the keys
to death and hell.

Secondly, know what the medical establishment does
not believe. An industry that is ordered around by finan-
cial considerations cannot be trusted to uphold your bib-
lical convictions. An industry which likes to talk about
ethics, but is noticeably vague about the foundation for
those ethics, cannot be trusted as a safe moral guide.

At present, the great majority of doctors oppose
euthanasia. But there are doctors in this land who have
performed scores of abortions. If they have murdered
healthy children with everything to live for, they have
crossed a line. For them to terminate an infirm grand-
mother may be to them a public service. Medical confi-
dentiality keeps us from knowing what our doctors have
done to other patients. If you asked a doctor, “Have you
ever euthanized a patient?” he would not tell you. But
you could ask, “Would you be willing to euthanize a
patient?”

Watch those signs, and don’t get stalled at the train
crossing. (1)

10 FALSE ASSUMPTIONS

I. That my life is my own, and | can do whatever | want with it, including ending it.
2. That pain is of no value whatever to me and the development of my character.
3. That I’m wise enough to know the time that | should exit this world.

4. That my suffering can only be counter-productive to those around me.

o hatiaiawaallowimgichercermnallyaliicordieswillneverberusediwithrtherchronicallyalls

/sihatothericountriesthavemnotthad S therdiketburstZwhenjeuthanasiaiwasiegalized:

82 Thatimedicalldoctors who kil patientsiwillimaintain the same level ofipatient trust:

9. That euthanasia willinever’be used/against patients who are seenitoibe a financial drain.

10. That Jack Kevorkian will'somehow! be overlooked when the *dead small'and great”
stand/before God—the most dangerous assumption of all. 1)
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BOOK REVIEWS

BE INFORMED

Two small fact-filled books on the very practical issue of dying.

Kregel Publications has produced a helpful series of small books called the BioBasics Series. They help define the
terms, make some gentle suggestions, and lead you to the pertinent scriptures.

In Basic Questions on Suicide and Euthanasia, the authors help us to sort out the lan-
guage of suicide. I found their explanations on the different types of euthanasia to be use-
e ful. While the media is building a myth by their journalistic advocacy, this book presents
SHIEI{IE E"'!{I facts. “Interestingly, Derek Humphrey, a longtime activist for euthanasia and physician-
Euth dnasia assisted suicide, believes that the euthanasia movement has gained momentum in recent
o ey e s’ years because of the abortion issue and Roe v. Wade, the United States Supreme Court case
legalizing abortion, which he identifies as the turning point in society’s openness to
euthanasia. When the ‘right to choose’ to terminate a pregnancy and kill the unborn baby
became legal (founded on the premise of the ‘right to privacy’), the euthanasia movement
gained new energy...Euthanasia advocates take every possible opportunity to identify
their cause with that of the pro-choice side of the abortion debate.”

The book touched on legal matters, medical concerns, and advice when dealing with
the suicidal. Laid out in a question and answer manner, it moves through the problems
carefully. How does my view of God affect my understanding of taking human life? Is sui-
cide the unpardonable sin? Is there a difference between suicide and martyrdom? —JAB

Paper, 80 pp. US $3.95

Rask (roesthon on

In Basic Questions on End-of-Life Decisions, the authors talk to the masses of us who
“commonly put off to the end what comes at the end. The problem is that end-of-life issues
. ’ may not wait until our other priorities are complete. In fact, end-of-life concerns are actu-

Dakke (Rarstions oo . . 5

. ally immediate concerns...

E“d Urllfﬂ In the opening pages I liked the way it debunked the notion that we can look at death
DEE]Si[}nﬁ, as an old family friend. Elizabeth Kubler-Ross has been sermonizing that line of nonsense
S e Wk W g for years to impressionable college students in her books such as On Death and Dying. So
much so that she sounds like the lyrics writer for the Blue Oyster Cult rock band. They
were the ones who preached about the two suicides, “Romeo and Juliet, you can be just
like them. Forty thousand men and women every year, don’t fear the reaper. Don’t fear the
reaper.” At that time it was thought that forty thousand committed suicide every year. The
reaper that Blue Oyster Cult sang about was the Grim Reaper, Death.

But is death really a friend? On page 11, the authors address this: “Many therapists sug-
gest that death is a part of the human cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. They misleading-
ly imply that death is as natural as life and should, therefore, be readily accepted—each
individual life ends in death and another individual is born to take his or her place.”

Then, after pointing out the original purpose of God’s creation, and the ruin of the Fall
Both of these books are (Gen. 1-3), the authors point out how “death may be common, but it is not natural. Death
available from Uplook: is an invasive intrusion into the natural order. Death is no more natural than an unwanted

- - - clot that develops in an artery.”” The Bible tells us death is an enemy, but for the Christian
Call 1-800-952-2382 we know the One who has defeated death. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?” —JAB Paper, 96 pp. US $3.95
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New Releases from GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS

ROMANS by F. E. Stallan, in the What the Bible Teaches series, completes the
New Testament study book series. These volumes have been expertly laid out, clear-
ly written, and belong in your library. Brother Stallan marshalls more than 55 years
of attentive Bible study to the writing of this book. We have found his other books
helpful, spiritual, insightful, and feel that this volume will prove to be his best liter-
ary contribution to the church of God. Our brother was called home to Christ on
January 1, 1998, just months after completing this work. His life was a patient con-
tinuance in well doing, in which he sought for the fulness of all that Heaven offers.
And now he has it.

We enjoy promoting edifying books written by spiritual Christians. We have
been waiting for this book. It is good. You will profit from it. —John A. Bjorlie

Available NOW. RETAIL $28.99 US $37.99 Cpn.
INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
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Robert Burns, the Scottish plowman poet, or “Rabbie,” as
the Scots call him, had a time problem. It is a common
problem that affects everyone—poet, prince or peasant—
but it hit Burns forcibly one day as he plowed his field.
The blade of his plow broke through the nest of a little field
mouse and the terrified creature ran for its life. This inci-
dent stirred the bard within as the plodding of his horse
beat out the rythm of words that easily came together in his
mind into what he called “Ode to a Mouse.”
Most people know one line of that brief poem, although
they may not know where it came from: “The best laid
plans of mice and men go oft astray” (as it would read in English!). But there is a verse not so well known
that spells out Burn’s problem. He addresses the mouse:

Still thou art blest compared wi’ me!

The present only touches thee:

But och! I backward cast my e’e (eye)

On prospects drear!

And forward, though I canna see,

1 guess and fear.

The poet envies the terrified little rodent at this moment, for its fears were not like his. Burns recog-
nized he had a sinful past to be reckoned with. As a result of this, he knew there was a future to fear, for he
must stand before the Judge of all ages at last. Therefore his present was unhappy and all his pleasure-lov-
ing ways could not give him an abiding peace nor a lasting joy.

As we step into a New Year, by God’s grace, we may do so with both peace and joy. The Son of God
died on the cross to deal with our past sins and failures, and to secure a glorious future with Him in heav-
en, so that come what may in this uncertain world, we need not fear. We can rest in the Saviour’s sacrifice
on the cross and receive Him by faith into our hearts. The Bible says, “Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).

That’s better than being a mouse! —BoyYD NICHOLSON, SR.
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