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rooted, built up, stablished, abounding with thanks (v. 7).
3. “And ye are complete in Him…in whom also ye are

circumcised with the circumcision made without
hands…buried with Him in baptism…risen with
Him…And…blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us…Let no man therefore judge you in
meat, or in drink…or of the sabbath: which are a shadow
of things to come; but the body is of Christ” (vv. 10-17).

JEWISH LEGALISM finds in man an ally in its quest to
find acceptance with God based on performance. A false
view of the will, it assumes that I can resolve myself into
righteousness. The devil is resurrecting this tactic as

many overcompensate for the careless liv-
ing we see all around us. There is a grow-
ing emphasis on physical circumcision as a
ritual, dietary schemes (not for health rea-
sons but as spiritual placebos), and dress
codes which move one up the ladder of
spiritual superiority. Much of this is based
on fabricated “principles” drawn obtusely
from Old Testament passages. But like
modern art, “anything can become any-
thing else” in the process. There is no con-
sistent Bible hermeneutic in this scheme.

The solution? Christ! Why grasp shadows when you
can embrace Him? (v. 17). Legalism is not obedience to
Christ; it is imposing man-made standards as divine law.
Any externalizing of Christianity leads to Phariseeism,
and it is impossible to be a consistent Pharisee.

4. “Let no man beguile you…intruding into those
things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his
fleshly mind, and not holding the Head, from which all the
body…increases with the increase of God” (vv. 18-19). 

WESTERN ASCETICISM is a false view of the body.
Assuming material things are inherently evil, this trap
offers retreat from the world, but it is too late. The world
has a co-conspirator already lurking in our hearts (1 Jn.
2:16). Neglecting the body ends up feeding the flesh. 

The solution? Christ! We are joined to every other
member of the Body for mutual growth when we hold our
common Head. Instead of being puffed up by spiritual
pride, we grow up by spiritual life in the Lord Jesus. 

hat would you think of a liege lord who, being
repeatedly attacked by an enemy at a weak
spot in his defenses, failed to move his troops
into the gap? Why does the devil keep using

the same tactics against us? Because they work! Why
alter your strategy when it is devastating your foe?

The adversary mounts four weapons against us, snares
on the devil’s trapline, as recorded in Colossians 2:

1. “In [Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. And this I say, lest any man should beguile
you with enticing words…I am with you in the spirit, joy-
ing and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of
your faith in Christ” (vv. 3-5). 

EASTERN MYSTICISM still is a real danger
to the people of God. It is a false view of
the heart—that I can trust my feelings to
lead me. A prominent segment of evangeli-
calism is led by emotion. Yet our hearts are
“deceitful”—how easily they fool us. 

The solution? Christ! In Him are hid all
wisdom (sophia, insight into the true nature
of things) and knowledge (gnosis, informa-
tion acquired so as to make a right judg-
ment). The Word combats men’s enticing
words. The result? Biblical order and steadfastness.

2. “As ye have therefore received Christ…, so walk ye
in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the
faith…abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ. For in Him dwelleth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily” (vv. 6-9).

GREEK INTELLECTUALISM posed another danger to the
early Church, as it does to us. It is a false view of the
mind. Of course Christians should be marked by intelli-
gence, where the mind is servant. But with intellectual-
ism, the mind is king. Men’s philosophies tend towards
vain deceit, man-made traditions, and worldly thinking.

The solution? Christ! In Him the fullness of the
Godhead dwells. All truth finds its source in the One who
is the Truth. He is truth in 3D—living, breathing, func-
tioning truth in the real world. Notice the rich benefits:
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with the work here also. She has a
job as a high school teacher in the
public school system. Pray that she
will have opportunities to share
Christ with her students. She is also
exercised about possible evangelistic
studies with a student at the U. A. at
Little Rock. She, Sarah and Michelle
(Heller) hope to be involved in a
ministry with children.

A Fall Outreach is planned in
Little Rock for October 13-17. There
are 1,200 Seed Sower packets to be
distributed to homes, and we are
praying that the Lord will lead us to
hungry souls searching for the Lord.
Folks are planning to come from sur-
rounding areas to help.”

salvation. It cannot
be stated enough how
grateful we are for
you who are holding
this work up before
the Throne. What has
and is taking place
here is nothing short
of miraculous when
you consider how
stubborn the heart of man is, espe-
cially in these dark days.

We have a number of Bible studies
with unsaved people each week. Pray
especially for a Chinese couple as the
Lord continues to work in their
hearts, and they show a steady inter-
est in the Word. Their main concern
is the validity of the Scriptures. Pray
that the Spirit will convict them of the
need to trust His infallible  Word.

Phil and Martha Moffitt moved to
Little Rock from Tulsa, OK, at the
end of September, and are getting
unpacked. We thank the Lord for His
leading them here to help.

Holly Lindamood moved to Little
Rock from Tulsa this summer to help

o His glory, there are 25
of us meeting regularly
on Sundays, 19 breaking
bread. There are visitors
on a regular basis. Last

Sunday in the prayer meeting it was
expressed by several men that they
were no longer uncomfortable with
the silent moments in the Lord’s
Supper. They agreed that it is pre-
cious to see Christ as the center, and
to come ready to honor Him, but to
wait on the Lord’s leading.

There is a nucleus forming and a
real desire for proper body life and
evangelism. Satan, to be sure, is
working to hinder the establishment
of this fellowship, but we are resting
in the Lord’s promise that ‘the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.’

A great part of the time is spent
shepherding and discipling believers
who are interested in the fellowship,
as well as reaching out to those whom
the Lord has put in our path who need

How are they doing in LR?
Isn’t it encouraging when you can see 
the answers to your prayers in 3D?

Ý

S P E C I A L R E P O R T

T
JOHN HELLER

The assembly meeting by the Lord’s grace at Little Rock

have attended numerous churches in my twenty
years as a Christian, but have always been frus-
trated with flawed teaching, worldly attitudes
and practices, or rigid adherence to unprofitable

traditions. As a result, my family has reluctantly found
ourselves “between churches” many times. It was during a
recent such period of transition that I noticed a flier in the
newspaper announcing a series of evangelistic meetings at
a local high school, sponsored by a church whose name I had
never heard. I was intrigued, but made no plans at that
time. Eventually curiousity (as well as desperation)
prompted me to attend one of the meetings, with my “spir-
itual antennae” carefully extended (later to learn that my

presence had rendered them equally cautious toward me!).
The teaching appeared sound, so I prayed and pondered for
a week or two before attending one of the regular assemblies.
Coming from a church background in which worship was
very demonstrative, I found the simple, contemplative
nature of the Remembrance service rather unusual.
However, I have since come to appreciate the central focus
upon the Person of Christ alone. Ours is still a young,
developing work, but we trust in the Lord to build His
church, as He promised in Matthew 16:18. I anticipate a
fruitful future of seeing lost souls converted, believers edi-
fied, and Christ exalted in this city. After all, that’s what the
church is all about. —GENE SAUGEY, Little Rock, AK

I



SEED SOWING IN HINTON
Preparations are being made for a

door-to-door distribution of Seed
Sowers packets in the city of Hinton,
WV, during the week of May 24,
1999. Dr. Paul Carmean (Niceville,
FL) will be the coordinator for the
event. Hinton has an established
assembly and will be doing the fol-
low-up work based on expressed
interest of the literature recipients.
Three gospel meetings are also
planned during the same week. Pray
for the sowing of the seed. Questions
may be referred to:

Paul Carmean
(850) 678-8897
PacCat47@aol.com

COMMENDATIONS
David and Patti Langford

David and Patti Langford were
commended to the Lord’s work with
MMS (Missionary Maintenance
Services), Coshocton, OH, by the
assembly of believers meeting at
Northern Hills Bible Chapel,
Cincinnati, OH. MMS prepares air-
craft for missions while training air-
craft mechanics for mission service.
David started a thirty-month training
program in August 1998. As an
apprentice, he will be eligible to take
the examination for the Federal

Aviation Administration airframe
and powerplant mechanic license. 

David and Patti, with their two
boys, Daniel and Paul, then antici-

a committment to attend all of the
classes, but would not discourage
those whose schedule makes this
impossible. The study expenses are
met entirely from the freewill offer-
ings of those in attendance.

For further information, contact:
Willie Burnett
(905) 634-6345
wh.burnett@hwcn.org

HUTCHINSON CONFERENCE
The Hutchinson Gospel Chapel

(334 E 6th, Hutchinson, KS) Fall
conference is scheduled for Nov. 21
& 22. The invited speaker is J. B.
Nicholson, Jr. Sessions will be on
Saturday at 2:00, 3:30, and 7:00 and
on Sunday at 11:00. 

For more information or accom-
modations, contact:

Paul Wakefield
2
(316) 669-0933 

CONGRESS
Singles 16 years of age and older

are invited to attend the Congress
Retreat at Greenwood Hills
(Fayetteville, PA) on Jan. 8-10, 1999.
The expected speaker is Barry Kirk
(WV). Registration fee of $70 ($65 if
registered before Dec. 15) includes
two nights’ accommodations and five
meals. For a registration form, write:

Congress
2721 Oberlin Dr.
York, PA 17404-1249

WINTER CONFERENCE
The 12th Annual Winter

Conference will be held at Galilean
Bible Camp (Blind River, ON) on
Feb. 26-28, 1999. Lord willing, Joe
Reese (ON) will be speaking. Full
details are available online at
www3.sympatico.ca/jrm/wc.htm

For more information, contact
James Martin at (705) 560-5646 or e-
mail jrm@sympatico.ca

MEETINGS IN QUEBEC
We look forward, in the Lord’s

will, to the ministry of Mr. J. Boyd
Nicholson, Sr. at various assemblies
in the Eastern Townships of Quebec. 

Nov. 20—Ayer’s Cliff (7 PM)
Nov. 21—Parkside Ranch , Cherry

River (8 AM breakfast)
Nov. 21 & 22—Ayer’s Cliff (3:30

& 7 PM; supper at 5 PM)
Nov. 22—Stanstead (11 AM)
If you have any questions, call

Tom Robertson:
(819) 838-5774 (home)
(819) 838-4983 (work)

QUITE FRANKLY…
Brother Frank Burgess is expected

for meetings on November 22 and 29
at the Grace Bible Chapel in
Springfield, Illinois.

He is expected to minister the
Word at the Sunday School and the
Family Bible Hour. Prayer is much
appreciated.

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM
The Bible Study Program provides

a systematic approach to Bible study,
and is available to any who feel they
would benefit, regardless of age or
gender. Classes commence at 9 AM

and finish at noon each third
Saturday of the month. One teacher
will conduct three 40-minute ses-
sions. Classes are held at Hopedale
Bible Chapel, Oakville, ON.

Nov. 21 W. Burnett
The Feasts of Jehovah

Dec. 12 J. B. Nicholson, Jr.
Prayer

Jan. 16 A. McIntee
Sermon on the Mount

Feb. 20 B. Gunning
Parables of the Kingdom

Mar. 20 W. Burnett
Upper Room Ministry

April 17 J. Comte
7 Churches of Revelation

It is preferred that attendees make
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Heights, FL), a Christian Retirement
and Bible Conference Center, has
well-built apartment homes available
for occupancy. Call:

John Forrest
(352) 473-4926

UPHOLDING IN PRAYER
Clarence Low (St. Catharines,

ON) writes that he has been invited
by a number of assemblies in Andhra
Pradesh, India to return for a fourth
mission trip. He may also have the
opportunity to minister in Nepal.

Your prayers are valued as he
leaves, Lord willing, in the middle of
January 1999.

PASSING INTO LIFE
Phyllis Alexandria Paulson

Phyllis Paulson (Victoria Beach,
MB) passed peacefully into the pres-
ence of her heavenly Father on
August 27, 1998. She and her hus-
band, Peter, were married for 68
years. They had four children, 13
grandchildren, 36 great-grandchil-
dren, and three great-great grand-
children. Phyllis’ greatest interest
was in raising her family in the fear
and admonition of the Lord. She was
a faithful prayer warrior and a dili-
gent worker with youth in her home,
at Faith Bible Camp, in hospital visi-
tation, and in the assemblies which
she attended over the years.

A NEW ASSEMBLY
A new assembly has started meet-

ing in Clinton Township (northern
Detroit area, MI). They are presently
meeting at Chesterfield Elementary
School (23 Mile Rd. and Gratiot)
Sundays at 9:30 for Breaking of
Bread; 11:00 for Family Bible Hour
and at 6:00 for an evening service.

Calvary Bible Chapel
PO Box 380645
Clinton Township, MI 48038
Correspondent Michael Antos
Phone: (810) 263-9370

Day Care Administrator
The day care that is run in the

building of Concorde Community
Church (formerly Bethany Chapel,
Anderson, SC) is in need of a full-
time administrator. 

For more information, contact:
Larry Reeves
(864) 225-2702

Pre-school Teacher
Northway Bible Chapel, located

30 minutes north of Albany, NY, in
Clifton Park, operates Littlefolks
Preschool, a program for three-and
four-year-olds.

Littlefolks is in need of a certified
preschool teacher to teach our three-
year-old program. Responsibilities
will include teaching two days per
week, eight hours per day.

The teacher will work under the
direction of the Director of the school
and will have an assistant to help in
the day-to-day operation of the pro-
gram. 

If interested, please contact:
Mike or Nancy Dore
4 Melanie Dr.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518) 584-9394

General Manager
Greenwood Hills (Fayetteville,

PA) is looking for a General Manager
who would be able to replace the cur-
rent manager, Mr. Ed Suess, by the
end of 1999. This position requires
administrative ability and the ability
to work with people of all ages.
Commitment to New Testament
assembly principles is a must.

Anyone interested in this position
may send qualifications, work histo-
ry, and other pertinent information to:

Greenwood Hills
c/o Mr. Steve Hulshizer
2721 Oberlin Dr.
York, PA 17404

PARK OF THE PALMS
Park of the Palms (Keystone

pate the Lord to direct them in full-
time missionary service overseas.

The Langfords have been in fel-
lowship at Northern Hills Bible
Chapel for seven years. We encour-
age all of you to pray for them as they
take this step of faith to serve our
Lord.

David and Patti Langford
4561 Ridge Rd. SW
Baltic, OH  43804
(330) 879-3032
dalangford@juno.com

Jeff and Kara Rickert
The saints meeting in the name of

the Lord at Bethany Bible Chapel
(Conway, SC) are commending to the
work of the Lord, Jeff and Kara
(Detweiler) Rickert. They have been
exercised to serve with the youth of
the chapel and will also be teaching
in the local Christian school. In addi-
tion, Jeff is being used by the Lord in
teaching/ preaching the Word in local
churches and in youth camps.

Peter and Susie Landis
The Concorde assembly in

Anderson, SC, have commended
Peter and Susie Landis to full-time
ministry. They will be involved with
discipleship, AWANA, youth group,
and Bible studies as well as helping at
Camp Hope in Dahlonega, GA.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Assembly Missionary Home

A caretaker couple is required for
the Assembly Missionary Home in
Asuncion, Paraguay. Commendation
from their local assembly is required.
The home is available to all assembly
missionaries and those recommended
by missionaries who need temporary
accommodation. 

For details, write to:
The President
Mision Cristiana en el Paraguay
Casilla 1445
Asuncion 1209
Paraguay, South America
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which reigns through righteousness
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 5:21).

This glorious emancipating truth
is little understood by the Lord’s peo-
ple. Comparatively few get beyond
the forgiveness of sins. They do not
see their full deliverance from the
power of sin; they feel its presence;
and, arguing from their painful feel-
ing, instead of reckoning themselves
to be what God tells them they are,
they are plunged into doubt and fear
as to their conversion. They are occu-
pied with their own self-con-
sciousness, instead of Christ. They
are looking at their state in order to
get peace and comfort. Hence they
are, and must be, miserable. The very
highest spiritual state could never
form the basis of peace. We shall
never get peace if we seek it in our
state, our condition, our experience,
our anything. The way to get peace is
to believe that we died with Christ;
were buried with Him; are justified
in Him; accepted in Him. In short,
that, “as He is, so are we in this
world” (1 Jn. 4:17). This is the divine
basis of peace.

And not only so, but it is the only
divine secret of a holy life. We are
dead to sin. We are not called to
make ourselves dead. We are so in
Christ. A monk, an ascetic, or an
ardent striver after sinless perfection,
may try to put sin to death by various
bodily exercises. What is the
inevitable result? Misery, yes, misery
in proportion to the earnestness.
How different is true Christianity.
We start with the blessed knowledge
that we are dead to sin; and in the
faith of this, we “mortify” not the
body, but its “deeds.” In this way you
may enter, by faith, into the power of
this full deliverance today.

Now grace is on the throne. “Sin shall
not have dominion over you; for ye
are not under the law, but under
grace” (Rom. 6:14). Glorious deliver-
ance! Blessed emancipation! May
you enter into it, and live in the power
of it, through the precious ministry of
the Holy Spirit!

And, be it carefully observed, the
Apostle is not speaking in Romans 6
of the forgiveness of sins; this he
treats in chapter 3. Blessed be God,
our sins are forgiven—blotted out—
eternally canceled. However, in chap-
ter 6 the theme is not forgiveness of
sins, but complete deliverance from
sin, as a ruling power or principle.

How do we obtain this immense
boon? By death. We have died to
sin—died in the death of Christ. Is
this true of every believer? Yes, of
every believer beneath the canopy of
heaven. Is it a matter of attainment?
By no means. It belongs to every
child of God, every true believer. It is
the common standing of all. Blessed,
holy standing! All praise and homage
to Him who has earned it for us, and
brought us into it. We live under the
glorious reign of grace—“grace

t is an obvious fact that when
a Christian dies and goes to
heaven he is completely deliv-
ered from the power of sin. It
is manifestly impossible that

sin can have any power or authority
over a dead man. But it is not so read-
ily seen that the believer, at the pres-
ent time, is as thoroughly delivered
from the power of sin as though he
were dead and gone to heaven. Sin
has no more dominion over a
Christian than over a man who is
actually dead and buried.

We speak of the power, not of the
presence of sin. Carefully note this.
There is, regarding the question of
sin, this material difference between
the Christian here and hereafter.

Here, he is delivered only from the
power of sin; hereafter, he will be
freed from its presence. In his present
condition, sin dwells in him; but it is
not to reign. By and by, it will not
even dwell there. The reign of sin is
over. The reign of grace has begun.

Sin was condemned on the Cross.

7UUPPLLOOOOKK • NOVEMBER 1998

Complete deliverance from sin
Is this a breathtaking but uncertain possibility? No,
says the well-known author. It is a life-giving reality.

I T ’ S A C L A S S I C

I
C. H. MACKINTOSH

Ý

We are saved
not only by
blood from
the penalty
of sin but by
water from

its influence.
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in dust and ashes.” Then he is
compelled to cry out to God, as
David did: “Wash me throughly
from mine iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin…Purge me with
hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow” (Ps. 51:2, 7). 

How can a man appreciate the
atoning death of Christ unless he
feels that he is a sinful man? And why
should he trouble himself at all about
the matter if sin is a light thing in the
sight of God? If men are to have a
right attitude towards God, if they are
to “awake to righteousness and sin
not,” the first thing necessary is that
they should exchange their thoughts
as to the gravity of sin and take God’s
thoughts instead. 

The cherubim with flaming sword
at the gates of a tenantless Eden pro-
claim God’s thought of sin. A world
destroyed by a flood of great waters
shows His severity and inexorable
justice in dealing with sin; and Sinai’s
flaming summit with its pealing thun-
ders in the presence of an awed and
trembling people declare that sin is
not a small thing in God’s sight.

Sin has wrecked God’s fair cre-
ation; it has ruined men, separating
them from God by a gulf that could
only be crossed and removed by infi-
nite love. 

But it has done more than this. It
has challenged the very majesty of
God in His own universe. Sin is
rebellion against God’s supremacy; it
would dare to climb to the eternal
throne if it could, and tear Him from
thence. This is what sin means when-
ever it shows itself in the life of a
man; it is the determination of his

heart to go his own way, regardless
of the will of God. It is lawlessness,
the refusal to be subject to the
supreme Ruler of the universe.

But it is the cross of Christ that
shows us what sin is, as nothing else
can. We Christian men and women
must not lose sight of the cross or we
shall lose our sense of the awfulness
of sin. The Scripture says: “Christ
once suffered for sins.” Let us dwell
often and long upon that statement,
considering—as far as we may—
what He suffered that He might bring
us to God. As we grow in our appre-
ciation of those sufferings, we shall
grow in our abhorrence of sin, and so
we shall increase in holiness and in
gratitude to God who “commendeth
His love towards us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us”
(Rom. 5:8).

We are often asked the way to
revival of spiritual life in the children
of God, and of a deeper work of con-
viction in the souls of those who
need the gospel. We know no other
way than this: let those who profess
to know the Lord turn afresh to the
cross of sacrifice and have their
souls renewed in the presence of that
cross, where their sins and God’s
holy judgment met in the Person of
their suffering Substitute. May the
Holy Spirit of God affect us deeply
in this exercise.

knew of a little girl, not more
than eight or nine years old,
who had been disobedient.
Her mother, perhaps not wise-
ly, said to her: “Go upstairs to

your bedroom, and tell God all about
your naughtiness, and don’t come
down again until He has forgiven
you.” In a very short time the little
child returned to the living room, as
pert as could be.

“Well,” said her mother, “did you
tell God what a naughty girl you had
been?”

“Yes, Mother,” she replied, “I did,
and He said, ‘Oh, don’t mention it.’”

The little girl’s conception of what
God thought about her sin is enough
to raise a smile, but she merely put a
common notion into quaint expres-
sion. For the majority of people
appear to think that because their sins
are a very small matter in their eyes,
they are also small in God’s eyes, and
that when He comes to deal with
them He will treat them as of no
account at all. We venture to suggest
that this estimate of sin largely
accounts for the lack of depth in
many who are really Christians, and
for the indifference of the multitudes
to the gospel of God’s grace.

What a difference it makes when
sin becomes “exceeding sinful” in the
eyes of a man; when he is brought to
see himself as God sees him, and to
realize how sin appears in God’s
sight. Then he says, as Job said,
“Behold, I am vile.” Or with David,
“Now mine eye seeth Thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself and repent
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How God treats sin
What is revival but a fresh beginning 
of obedience to God?

Ý

K E Y S T O R E V I V A L

I
J. T. MAWSON
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W H A T ’ S  G O I N G  O N ?

the building to handle the crowd.
At most of the evening meetings,

150 people came, 200 in one meet-
ing. The Lord gave opportunities to
speak to many people.

The desire of the team as we look
forward to returning to Jamaica next
summer, Lord willing, is to help the
Western Bible Camp in St. Elizabeth.
It is the only assembly-run camp on
the island, strategically located
between Kingston and Montego Bay.
It is potentially a great mission field
for all ages. The facility is in desper-
ate need of repairs and basic equip-
ment such as pots and pans, serving
spoons and knives.

Two trips are planned: the first to
do maintenance at the camp, and the
second to train Jamaican believers to

do the work themselves.
GMJ’s experience over the past

two summers has been that people
are anxious to respond to the gospel
and that there is a need for the Word
to be given in these areas. The full-
time workers there also need our
prayers and support.

For more information, or to
receive a quarterly newsletter, write
or call:

Project Jamaica
Ft. Lauderdale Bible Chapel
141 NW 38th St.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309
(954) 563-6012

The second week of the team’s trip
was spent at Billy’s Bay, a small fish-
ing village in St. Elizabeth. There are
only 12 people in fellowship at this
chapel. The building was tiny—15'
by 30'. The accommodations seemed
impossible for the program and for
seating the expected forty children. 

To our surprise, as many as 100
children attended DVBS. What we
lacked in facilities, the Lord provided
through creativity. We made crafts in
the shade of the Lignum Vitae trees,
played football (soccer) in a nearby
field, and erected an awning beside

he Gospel Missions to
Jamaica team was con-
ceived in 1997 when the
group started praying for

Jamaica. Many in the Ft. Lauderdale
(FL) Chapel are of West Indian her-
itage with a burden for their friends
and loved ones back home.

As the group prayed and prepared
for their first trip to Jamaica, they
found that such an undertaking could
not happen overnight. Many of the
youth spent many hours painting
murals, writing leaflets, planning
crafts, and studying for speaking and
teaching assignments. They even pre-
pared for such mundane tasks as
kitchen duty.

The team flew to Jamaica on July
6, then travelled by van to the south
shore, to an area known as Treasure
Beach, located in St. Elizabeth.

The first week was spent at Bethel
Gospel Chapel in Southfield, an
assembly of approximately 100 peo-
ple. About 100 children attended the
DVBS with puppet shows, games,
crafts, singing, and Bible stories. 

Each evening there were gospel
meetings, videos, and testimonies,
with more than 150 in attendance.

Project Jamaica
They need the gospel there too, Mon.

Ý

The Gospel Missions to Jamaica team
(above) and a crowd of young folk (below).

T
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WHATÕS GOING ON?

Christian God—God of the Bible.”
Shabir Ali heard that statement

and filed a complaint against Mark.
Now more Muslims are joining the
crusade against him.

Mark has been charged with “dis-
criminating on the basis of religion”
and “inciting hatred against
Muslims.” He is scheduled to appear
before the Canadian Human Rights
Commission Tribunal on October 21.

Mark has already spent 2 days in
jail for other similar incidents.

NEPAL CHURCH GROWS 
AMID PERSECUTION

The evangelical church in Nepal
has grown from about 70,000 seven
years ago to at least 300,000, accord-
ing to Loknath Manaen, former head
of the Bible Society. Young people
have been especially responsive, he
said. The growth has prompted per-
secution. “Persecution is coming
from three different sources—Hindu
fundamentalists, Maoist revolution-
aries, and government bureaucrats—
all of whom have different reasons to
persecute Christians. —Pulse

The Aucas, now known as the
Waorani people, have since been
evangelized. MAF pilots now fly
evangelists, doctors, and relief work-
ers freely into almost 200 airfields
throughout the country. —MNN

RACISM ON THE RISE
According to a report in the Wall

Street Journal, racism is on the rise in
Germany. Racially motivated crimes
increased by 10 percent last year, to
1,608. Much of the problem is rooted
in eastern Germany, where the job-
less rate is 19 percent, with youth
unemployment far higher. After one
young man was convicted of a racial-
ly motivated attack, his victim com-
mented. “There are thousands of
other skinheads. In East Berlin, you
see them everywhere…I am afraid
for Germany.” —Pulse

TRUE, NORTH,
STRONG AND FREE?

Mark Harding is an Ontario-based
Christian with a radio show called
Voice of the Christian Martyrs (not to
be confused with VOM). On one
occasion he said, “Allah is not the

EUROPEAN COURT 
OUTLAWS SPANKING

In an extremist anti-family deci-
sion this week, the European Court of
Human Rights ruled Wednesday that
a British law under which parents are
permitted to use spanking as a form
of discipline is illegal.

The case, which threatens the
time-tested relationship of parents to
their children and which also under-
mines Britain’s national sovereignty,
revolved around a boy who, accord-
ing to his mother, attempted to stab
his younger brother with a knife and
as a result was spanked with a cane
by his stepfather. CNN reported
Wednesday that the European court
has ordered Britain to pay $50,400
(US) in damages and legal fees.

50 YEARS IN ECUADOR
Mission Aviation Fellowship is

celebrating 50 years of ministry in
Ecuador. Nate Saint, Jim Elliot and
three other missionaries made the
first flight to the country’s tribal peo-
ple in 1948. Auca Indians murdered
all five—shocking the world and
encouraging worldwide missions.

RAVAGED BY HURRICANE GEORGES
Reports have been received about considerable damage from wind and water to the following:

—some believers’ houses and the agricultural project in Nevis;
—two assembly buildings and some believers’ houses in St. Kitts;
—the camp, Esther Frey’s office, and some believers’ houses in Puerto Rico.

While other islands had been warned of the coming storm and were able to prepare somewhat for its approach,
the Dominican Republic had no warning and was particularly hard hit. The storm path indicated that it was head-
ed in the opposite direction when suddenly it turned and whipped across the island. The effects of this storm are
far worse than Hurricane David which devastated the area in 1979.

Hardly any trees are standing in Santo Domingo, the capital city…most phones and lights are out of
order…more than 90% of the food crops have been wiped out. An entire village of around 2000 people was buried
under mud—the bodies are still being recovered. The death toll released by the media is considerably lower than
the actual figures.

An elder in one of the assemblies in the Dominican Republic reported that many of the believers have com-
pletely lost their homes and eleven assemblies have lost their roofs.

One Christian from an assembly near the Haitian border travelled to Santo Domingo in search of supplies for
the people in his area. They have lost their homes, food, and clothing.

CMML has established an emergency disaster fund. Anyone interested in giving to this should designate their
gift: “Dominican Republic Disaster Fund.” The address is: CMML, PO Box 13, Spring Lake, NJ  07762-0013.



(Rom. 14:12). The sinner will be
punished. But “Christ has redeemed
us from the curse (penalty) of the
law” (Gal. 3:13). 

The death of Christ involved far
more than just physical death. There
is a mystery here; His soul was made
an offering for sin. There was fearful
spiritual agony involved; He tasted
death for every man (Heb. 2:9). If
there is no hell, no punishment after
death, Christ died in vain. If there is
no hell, from what are believers
saved? The reality of judgment and
punishment following is vital to the
gospel message. 

Christ Himself spoke often of the
reality of hell. Jesus spoke of
Gehenna, the final abode of the

saves, then the contents of the gospel
are vital for a person to believe if he
wishes to be a Christian. 

Paul succinctly states the gospel in
1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “For I delivered
to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that
He was buried and that He rose again
the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that He was seen.…”
One must believe these truths to
become a Christian.

Why did Christ die? For our sins,
Paul would respond. What did Paul
mean by this? The law has been bro-
ken and there is a coming day of
judgment. “So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God”

he question has been
raised: Can you be a
Christian and not believe
in a literal, eternal hell?
Some today believe in

universal reconciliation, that ulti-
mately all will be in heaven in the
presence of God. Many would ask,
“How can a loving God consign peo-
ple to everlasting punishment after
death?” Is not this life enough of a
hell with all of its trials and pains?

Yet the belief in hell survives
among most people. U.S. News and
World Report, March 25, 1991, ran an
article entitled, “Hell’s sober come-
back.” They write: “Indeed, the
prospect of punishment beyond the
grave for the wicked has been part of
Christian teaching since the days of
Jesus. It has roots in ancient Judaism
and branches in most other major
world religions.”

But for much of the 20th century
hell has not been an article of belief
for many Americans. The article con-
tinues: “Now, however, it seems that
hell is undergoing something of a
revival in American religious
thought.” According to their survey,
78% of Americans believe in heaven
and 60% believe in hell. However,
this belief does not seem to influence
behavior too much, even among
Christians. Martin Marty, University
of Chicago, states, “If people really
believed in hell they wouldn’t be
watching basketball or even the TV
preachers. They’d be out rescuing
people.”

What is the gospel? If the gospel
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Is there an eternal hell?
Are we more merciful and loving than God is? Grim though it is, hell is
proof positive that God takes man and his choice seriously.

S O L E M N  B U S I N E S S

T
DONALD L. NORBIE

The Awful Choice
Sinners, turn; why will you die? God your Maker asks you why;
God, who did your being give, made you with Himself to live;
He the fatal cause demands, asks the work of His own hands:
Why, ye thankless creatures, why will you cross His love, and die?

Sinners, turn; why will you die? God your Saviour asks you why;
God, who did your souls retrieve, died Himself that you might live.
Will He for you die in vain? You crucify the Lord again.
Why, you ransomed sinners, why will you slight His grace, and die?

Sinners, turn; why will you die? God the Spirit asks you why;
He, who all your life doth move, wooed you to embrace His love;
Will you not His grace receive? Will you still refuse to live?
Why, you long-sought sinners, why will you grieve your God, and die?

ÑCharles Wesley

The Awful Choice
Sinners, turn; why will you die? God your Maker asks you why;
God, who did your being give, made you with Himself to live;
He the fatal cause demands, asks the work of His own hands:
Why, ye thankless creatures, why will you cross His love, and die?

Sinners, turn; why will you die? God your Saviour asks you why;
God, who did your souls retrieve, died Himself that you might live.
Will He for you die in vain? You crucify the Lord again.
Why, you ransomed sinners, why will you slight His grace, and die?

Sinners, turn; why will you die? God the Spirit asks you why;
He, who all your life doth move, wooed you to embrace His love;
Will you not His grace receive? Will you still refuse to live?
Why, you long-sought sinners, why will you grieve your God, and die?

ÑCharles Wesley



deliver the godly out of temptation and to reserve the
unjust under punishment for the day of judgment” (2 Pet.
2:9). 

The Apostle John speaks of an awesome coming day
when “anyone not found written in the Book of Life was

cast into the lake of fire”
(Rev. 20:15). That hell is
not simply a place of
extinction is plain. John
speaks of the beast and the
false prophet still existing
after 1,000 years in this
place of torment (Rev.
20:10). He warns that sin-
ners will have “their part
in the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death”
(Rev. 21:8). 
While we may not know
the details concerning the
nature of hell, it is plain
that it is a place of con-
scious existence, of vivid
memories with a torment-
ing conscience and of end-
less pain, fearful pain.
Apparently there is both
mental and physical pain,
because the lost will be
raised, too (Rev. 20:5-6)
and suffer in their bodies.
Scripture exhausts lan-
guage to paint a fearful
picture.
We may shrink back from
such a scene and wish it
were not so, especially if
we have loved ones who
died without turning to the

Lord. But God is a righteous Judge and sin must be pun-
ished. The sinner will pay for his evil if he does not have
Christ. There is much evil in this world which is never set
right here. But the day is coming. Thank God for the
gospel and that there is forgiveness for the sinner if he
will receive it. 

If only we had just a little glimpse of hell we would
never be the same. We would see people then as Christ
saw them, as sheep without a shepherd, in fearful danger,
and we would cry out in warning. Paul could write,
“…some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this
to your shame” (1 Cor. 15:34).

wicked. (Gehenna, the valley of Hinnom, was located
outside of Jerusalem and became a prophetic symbol for
judgment and eternal punishment because of its vile idol-
atry, Jer. 7:31-32). Hades is also mentioned in Scripture,
the place where the lost go upon death, awaiting resur-
rection and the judgment. It’s
similar in purpose (though
not in nature) to the county
jail, where one awaits his
trial. After sentencing, he
goes to the state prison.
Both are similar in their
character. 

Jesus warned that hate
and disdain would place
one in the danger of the fire
of Gehenna (Mt. 5:22). If
one could escape this fear-
ful place by amputating an
arm or by gouging out his
eye, he would be wise (Mt.
5:29-30). He warned that
God is able to cast both
body and soul into hell (Mt.
10:28). Hypocrites were
warned, “How can you
escape the condemnation of
hell?” (Mt. 23:33) Seven
times in Matthew, Jesus
warns men concerning hell.
Mark and Luke have similar
warnings. Surely Jesus
believed in a literal hell. 

The Lord gives a graphic
description of the afterlife
in Luke 16. He described
what happened at death to
two men who had known
one another in this life. One
who had been a beggar was
taken to a place of well-being and comforted by father
Abraham. He was fully conscious and could communi-
cate. The other, rich in this life but spiritually a pauper,
cried out after his death from hades, being in agony, “I
am tormented in this flame” (Lk. 16:24). Was the com-
passionate Saviour deceiving His followers, or is there a
place of punishment for the lost? 

The apostles also proclaim the reality of eternal judg-
ment. Paul states of the lost, “These shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power…” (2 Thess. 1:9).
Peter writes in his last epistle, “The Lord knows how to
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IS THERE AN ETERNAL HELL?

Why?
The dying of the Lord Jesus is the most

awakening sight in the world. Why did that
lovely One that was from the beginning the
brightness of His FatherÕs glory, and the
express image of His Person, degrade
Himself so much as to become as a small
Òcorn of wheat,Ó which is hidden under the
earth and dies? Why did He lie down in the
cold, rocky sepulcher? 

Would Christ have wept over Jerusalem
if there had been no hell beneath it? Would
He have died under the wrath of God if
there were no wrath to come?

Oh! triflers with the gospelÑand polite
hearers, who say often, ÒSir, we would see
Jesus,Ó but who never find HimÑgo to
Gethsemane, see His unspeakable agonies;
go to Golgotha, see the vial of wrath
poured upon His breaking heart; go to the
sepulcher, see the Òcorn of wheatÓ laid
dead in the ground. Why all this suffering
in the spotless One if there is no wrath
coming on the unsheltered, unbelieving
head? —Robert Murray M’Cheyne



B O U Q U E T O F B L E S S I N G

SIN & ITS SOLUTION
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For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:2

Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world, and all our woe,

With loss of Eden, till one greater Man

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat,

Sing, Heavenly Muse. —John Milton, Paradise Lost

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus… Hebrews 12:1-2

The voice of sin may be loud; but
the voice of forgiveness is louder.

—D. L. Moody

The chains of habit are too weak
to be felt until they are too strong
to be broken. —Samuel Johnson

Sin is the only thing that God
abhors. It brought Christ to
the cross; it damns souls; it
shuts heaven; it laid the foun-
dations of hell.

—Thomas Brooks

The Deceitfulness of Sin

Sin has a thousand treach’rous arts,
To practice on the mind;
With flatt’ring looks to tempt our hearts,
Yet leave a sting behind.

With names of virtue it deceives
The aged and the young;
And, while the heartless soul believes,
It makes the fetters strong.

It pleads for all the joy it brings,
And gives a fair pretense;
But cheats the soul of heav’nly things,
And chains it down to sense.

The instances are exceedingly
rare of men immediately passing
over a clearly marked line from
virtue into declared vice and cor-
ruption. There are middle tints
and shades between the two
extremes; there is something
uncertain on the confines of the
two empires which they must pass
through, and which renders the
change easy and imperceptible.

—Edmund Burke

Sheila O’Gahagan was a factory girl in Northern Ireland. Broken in health,

she was advised to try a holiday by the seaside. In her heart she was perplexed

by a problem that struck much deeper than her health—it was the problem of

her sins.

One day she sat with her Bible on her knee looking out on the waves that

were breaking against the Giant’s Causeway. She came upon the passage in

Micah that reads: “Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” As

she surveyed the seascape, she exclaimed to herself, “My sins are all cast into

the depths of the sea!” God’s forgiveness dawned on her soul.

When she died a few months later, the following verse was found in her

desk:
I will cast in the depths of the fathomless sea

All thy sins and transgressions, whatever they be;

Though they mount up to heaven, though they sink down to hell,

They shall sink in the depths, and above them shall swell

All the waves of My mercy, so mighty and free:

I will cast all thy sins in the depths of the sea.

If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

1 John 1:8
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The TRI-TRIPLE THREAT 
against the people of God.

1. The WORLD: The place where people are trying to be happy
without God; the great POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, and RELIGIOUS
system constructed by fallen mankind as a substitute for GOD.
The world is always opposed to the FATHER because they are
interested in the same thingÑour AFFECTION: ÒLove not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world, the LUST of the FLESH, and the LUST of the EYES, and
the PRIDE of LIFE, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for everÓ (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

2. The FLESH: ManÕs nature, corrupted by sin; the HEART does
not naturally LOVE God, the MIND does not naturally KNOW God,
the WILL does not naturally OBEY God. Though the Christian is
no longer Òin the flesh,Ó it is possible to Òwalk after the fleshÓ
(Rom. 7-8), providing a fifth column traitor within the gates
who conspires with Satan to continue the long war against God.
The flesh is opposed to the SPIRIT because they are interested in
the same thingÑour ACTIONS: ÒWalk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh [fights] against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye
wouldÓ (Gal. 5:16-17).

3. The DEVIL: The arch-fiend who in the last great conflict will
form a triumvirate of evil with the Beast (Antichrist) and the
False Prophet. The Devil will put himself in the place of the
Father (see Jn. 8:42-44); the Antichrist obviously in ChristÕs
place; and the False Prophet mimics the Holy Spirit who takes of
the things of Christ and shows them to us. He even has a false
Òbride,Ó the ÒMother of Harlots.Ó The Lord Jesus is always
opposed to the devil because they are interested in the same
thingÑour ALLEGIANCE: You either follow the false god of this
world or the true God as revealed by the Lord Jesus Christ.
ÒÉThe god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto themÓ (2 Cor. 4:4).

Some OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES.
1. Moses was given three object lessons at Horeb (Ex. 4). He had victory over the

serpent through the courage of faith: ÒResist the devil, and he will flee from
youÓ (Jas. 4:7). He had victory over the corrupt flesh by full disclosure: ÒIf we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousnessÓ (1 Jn. 1:8-9). And he had victory over the parched

earth through the water and the blood: Òthe cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the worldÓ (Gal. 6:14).

2. The three battles of Benaiah (2 Sam. 23:20-21). Like the two lion-like men of
Moab (like the roaring lion, but Moab points to the flesh), the flesh has two
extremesÑthink youÕre wonderful, or terrible, both are self-occupation. The lion
was defeated in a pit (no quarter) when it was slippery underfoot. The good look-
ing Egyptian (the world) was defeated with his own spear. We must resist the devil
and fight the flesh, but just leave the world alone. It is passing away and has the
seed of its own destruction already in place. So Benaiah was Òmore honorable.Ó

REAL SNAKE HANDLING and other SURVIVAL TIPSREAL SNAKE HANDLING and other SURVIVAL TIPS

The TRI-TRIPLE THREAT 
against the people of God.

Some OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES.

ÒThanks be unto God,
which always causeth us

to triumph in ChristÓ
2 Corinthians 2:14

ÒThanks be unto God,
which always causeth us

to triumph in ChristÓ
2 Corinthians 2:14

TRICKS from the DEVILÕS bag.
1. The MIN-MAX trick: While a Christian contemplates sinning, the devil minimizes it. You are told that the sin is of little conse-
quence. It wonÕt hurt anyone (go to the Cross and dare to say that!). Then if the believer yields to the temptation, the enemy maxi-
mizes it. How can you be a Christian and do such a horrible thing? he asks. No use for you to pray. (He doesnÕt mind quoting Ps.
66:18ÑÒIf I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.Ó) You keep doing the same sins over and over, he says. A truly
repentant sinner would forsake his sin. No use you confessing it; itÕs just a sham, he says. The solution? Turn the tables on the devil.
See sin-to-the-max before you yield. Think what it did to Christ, what it does to your joy and confidence toward God, what it could
do to your testimony, and will do to your character. Sin is never Òmin.Ó 

2. The OUT-IN trick: YouÕve been a very good boy, says the seducer. You have resisted this temptation for several days (or weeks). But
of course you canÕt do this for ever. Sooner or later you will have to give in. So why donÕt you do it and get it out of your system, he
tempts. But is that true? No! You donÕt get it out of your system, you get it into your system. You become a slave to it. The solution?
Remind yourself that the Lord doesnÕt ask us to resist the temptation forever. ÒSufficient unto the day is the evil thereofÓ (Mt.
6:34). But His grace is sufficient to get us through the day as well (2 Cor. 12:9). Every morning a fresh supply of daily mercies awaits
me to be applied to the daily need. And if the Lord can get me through this day, I am confident He can get me through every day.

3. The BACK & FORTH trick: We are pendulum people. How difficult it is to have a balance. Most error, after all, is truth, but truth
out of place or out of proportion. All grace and no truth is limpid sentimentality and leads to Corinthianism. All truth and no grace
is hard, unfeeling Galatianism and leads to spiritual pride of the worst kind. When we turn from one sin, how quickly we can be ruth-
less with those still entrapped by it. If we excuse our sin, how easy it is to accuse serious Christians of being legalists when in fact
they are simply being obedient to the Lord. The solution? ÒGrace and truth came by Jesus Christ.Ó Balance is Christlikeness.
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information to elders or others, prefacing their remarks
with, “I don’t want you to repeat this,” or “You didn’t hear
this from me,” are to be dealt with themselves. If a believ-
er is not interested in substantiating the “story,” they
either have false information and are guilty of gossip or
have no interest in curing the problem. Substantiated
facts are vital in handling sin in the assembly. 

5. Discipline takes a variety of forms. For instance,
there is self-discipline. We all have a duty to discipline
ourselves. One meaning of the word is “training.” We dis-
cipline ourselves by attending meetings to be under the
sound of the Word of God. Paul knew about self-disci-
pline (1 Cor. 9:27), and instructed Timothy in this (1 Tim.
4:16). Then there is discipline in warning and teaching
believers. An example of this is Paul’s instructions to
Timothy (1 Tim. 4:6, 11) and to Titus (Titus 1:13). There
is also a form of discipline which requires withdrawal
from fellowship. This was the case in Thessalonica on a
matter of doctrine (2 Thess. 3:14-15), or a matter of
morality as in Corinth (1 Cor. 5:1-5).

6. An act of discipline should preserve the assembly
from sin and recover the offender. Again, the Corinthian
example demonstrates this (compare 1 Cor. 5:6-13 with 2
Cor. 7:2). Second Thessalonians 3:15 confirms the objec-
tive of judging matters of sin. The joy of restoration
should extinguish the sorrow of excommunication.

7. Dealing with sin in the assembly brings sel- exami-
nation on all of us. Smug self-righteousness has no place.
There should be sorrow over the spiritual environment of
the assembly that could allow a member of the fellowship
to be comfortable in disobedience. Discipline requires
great wisdom, prayer, and spiritual discernment. Any
conversation about it should be at the throne of grace.
Elders acting with God’s delegated authority are to be
submitted to. It is serious and solemn business.

Let’s mind one another without being busybodies. Set
a good example. Keep close to the Lord and His Word.
Watch for dangers and act to prevent problems. It takes
courage. It takes love. Paul says, “Watch and remember,
that…I ceased not to warn every one night and day with
tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to
the word of His grace…” (Acts 20:31-32).

he human body’s ability to reject a dangerous
virus is a wonder of the Creator’s design. The
Body of Christ also has an immune system to
protect her from debilitating disease.

Sin always brings damage. Both individually and cor-
porately, God’s people suffer the effects of sin. Israel had
to be taught this hard lesson many times. New Testament
assemblies are also at risk when there is no discipline in
the matter of sin (1 Cor. 5:6).

The New Testament is not silent on the handling of sin
in the local church. A careful study of the relevant
instructions and examples should help equip us to deal
with sin. Here are some of these principles.

1. What constitutes sin in the assembly? The
Scriptures show it is disobedience. For example, Paul
warns the Thessalonians about those who do not obey the
Word (2 Thess. 3:14) and the Corinthians are warned
about one who was disobedient in a matter of sexual
immorality (1 Cor. 5:1).

2. There is a responsibility on the part of the assembly
to take action against those who are guilty of sin. Again
the above references include Paul’s instructions to the
believers to separate themselves from the offenders. 

3. There is a difference between persistence in disobe-
dience and a “spiritual accident.” Paul makes this distinc-
tion in Galatians 6:1. He exhorts spiritual believers to
restore any who are “overtaken in a fault”—those who
have taken a wrong step and have been ambushed. This is
a believer who has succumbed to temptation, not noticing
the trap coming, very different from a Christian who
wants both assembly fellowship and an ungodly lifestyle. 

Church discipline requires discernment to determine
the difference between a persistent and careless offender
and those who need the careful hand of restoration. Much
harm has been done when believers lacking wisdom have
failed to take this distinction into account. The Lord
Himself taught that private restoration is the first move,
public discipline should be the last (Mt. 18:15-17).

4. Discipline in the assembly should always be based
on facts and impartiality. Gossip, innuendo, unsubstanti-
ated sources of information, have no place. Paul always
named his sources (1 Cor. 1:11). Christians who pass on
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Discipline in the local church
Be careful. No one is above failure.

Ý
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another, and forsaken by all, He trod
the winepress alone.

He looked for comforters but
found none. He was numbered with
the transgressors; He was accounted
worthy of death; a murderer was
accounted more worthy of grace. He
died between two thieves. Reproach
broke His heart. He suffered in spirit
from the reproach of men. And God
permitted it, for He suffered for sins.

HE SUFFERED IN SOUL & BODY
UNDER THE WRATH OF GOD

In the Garden of Gethsemane,
while His body was as yet unharmed
by man, He uttered those words,
“My soul is exceeding sorrowful,
even unto death.” The soul of the
Man of Sorrows was then full with
excessive sorrow—sorrow even unto
death. Its fiery heat was enough to
dry up the well-spring of life—
enough to sever the silver thread and
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What did it cost the Man of Sorrows to win the fight? 
Our minds cannot fathom it, but our hearts must try.

DAVID MILLAR

G O T O T H E C R O S S

e are reminded in
Romans 1:18 that
“The wrath of God is
revealed from heaven
against all ungodli-

ness and unrighteousness of men who
hold the truth in unrighteousness.”
God is holy, righteous, and just,
therefore He cannot pass over sin. As
a proof of this we turn to Calvary.
Look at the sufferings and dying
agony of our crucified Redeemer.

HE SUFFERED IN HIS BODY
FROM THE WRATH OF MAN

That brow before which angels
bowed was crowned with thorns. That
face, fairer than the sons of men, was
smeared with the spittle of the god-
less. Those eyes that beamed so full
of love were often dimmed with tears,
and at last quenched in the darkness
of death. Those feet, the latchet of
whose shoes the greatest of the
prophets was not worthy to unloose,
were nailed to a cross. 

Those hands which had fed the
hungry, healed the sick, and raised
the dead, were bound with cords, then
spiked to the tree. Those ears, so
accustomed to the adoring songs of
angels, and the affectionate acknowl-
edgement of the Father, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased,” were filled with taunting
jests and jeers of men, while He
endured the agonies of death. That
body in which dwells “all the fullness
of the Godhead” was pierced with a
soldier’s spear. In every limb, in
every nerve, He suffered. 

W
His tongue alone was free, and

with it He prayed for His murderers,
comforted His mother, forgave the
thief who sought mercy in His dying
hour. He suffered in His body from
the wrath of man, and God allowed it,
for He suffered for sins.

HE SUFFERED IN HIS SOUL
FROM THE REPROACH OF MEN

He was vilified as a friend of pub-
licans and sinners; maligned as a
glutton and wine-bibber; reproached
as a traitor to the country, a rebel to
the king, a blasphemer of God. He
was disowned by His brethren, and
once thought to be beside Himself.
Betrayed by one disciple, denied by

The penalty of sin
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break in pieces the golden bowl. “Being in an agony, His
sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to
the ground.” In those moments of deepest anguish an
angel from heaven appeared to strengthen Him. 

But not only in the garden did He give evidence of
that inward woe; it was “unto death.” For that piteous
wailing cry broke the silence of His speechless hours of
darkness, as the veil is lifted showing us the deepest
depths of His sorrow as He cried, “My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” In asking why He suffered,
He tells us what He suffered. He was forsaken by God.
He suffered under the wrath of God. It was then that
God’s voice echoed throughout eternity. “Awake, O
sword against My Shepherd, against the man that is My
fellow,” for it pleased Jehovah to bruise Him. And why?
Solely, irrevocably, because He suffered for sins.

Great were the bodily sufferings of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The greatest of them man did not see, for the sun
hid His face. For the three hours of His deepest agony
“there was darkness over all the land,” and amidst that
darkness no voice of His gave indication of His inward
sufferings. Eye could not see, ear could not hear; and we
dare not lift the veil while God “made to meet upon Him
the iniquity of us all.”

If God could have overlooked sin, He would have
spared His only, His well-beloved Son, but He spared
Him not. In the greatness of the ransom price we behold
the certainty of sin’s judgment. In the costliness of the
remedy we behold the deadliness of the disease. Deadly
are the wounds which could only be healed by the death
of the Physician. If it was so done in the green tree, what
shall be done in the dry? If God spared not His own Son
when charged with the sin of others, how can He spare
you when charged with your own sins?

This truth stands engraved on the Cross: “He suffered
for sins.” We never could have known His love in all its
fullness if the Lord had not died. Nor could we know the
Father’s deep affection if He had not given His Son. The
common mercies we enjoy all sing of love, just as the
seashell, when put to our ears, whispers of the sea itself.
We must behold the Man of Sorrows in His deep distress,
suffering for sins not His own to behold the highest bliss. 

Come in, O strong and wondrous love of Jesus, like
the sea in flood at spring tide; drown all my sorrows;
wash away all my cares, lift up my earth-bound soul and
let me lie, a poor broken shell washed up by His love,
having no value, but venturing only to whisper to Him
that if He will put His ear to mine, He will hear within
my heart faint echoes of the vast waves of His own love,
which have brought me where it is my delight to lie, even
at His feet forever, a sinner, forgiven, because He suf-
fered for my sins.
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THE PENALTY OF SIN

Weary of earth and laden with my sin,
I look at heaven and long to enter in,
But there no evil thing may find a home;
And yet I hear a voice that bids me ÒCome.Ó

So vile am I, how dare I hope to stand
In the pure glory of that holy land?
Before the whiteness of that throne appear?
Yet there are hands outstretched to draw me 

near.

The while I fain would tread the heavenly way,
Evil is ever with me day by day;
Yet on mine ears the gracious tidings fall,
ÒRepent, confess, you shall be loosed from all.Ó

It is the voice of Jesus that I hear,
His are the hands stretched out to draw me 

near,
And His the blood that can for all atone,
And set me faultless there before the throne.

ÕTwas He who found me on the deathly wild,
And made me heir of heaven, the FatherÕs child,
And day by day, whereby my soul may live,
Gives me His grace of pardonÑand will give.

O great Absolver, grant that my soul may wear
The lowliest garb of penitence and prayer,
Yet in the FatherÕs courts my glorious dress
Shall be the garments of Thy righteousness!

Yes, Thou wilt answer for me, righteous Lord:
Thine all the merits, mine the great reward;
Thine the sharp thorns, and mine the golden 

crown;
Mine the life won, and Thine the life laid down.

Nought can I bring, dear Lord, for all I owe,
Yet let my full heart what it can bestow;
Like MaryÕs gift, let my devotion prove,
Forgiven greatly, how I greatly love.

—Samuel John Stone

Forgiven
Much



answered to those temptations. In
fact, Hebrews 4:15 tells us that the
temptations that Christ experienced
were “without” or “apart from” sin.
This doesn’t only mean that Christ
didn’t sin, but that the temptations
themselves had nothing to do with
sin. Our Lord Jesus can empathize
with our non-sinful infirmities
(hunger, weariness, thirst, etc.), but
certainly not with an inner struggle
or desire to give in to sin! 

It is not possible that our Lord
experienced inner temptation, for He
Himself made it clear that the inner
desire to sin is sin, in and of itself. In
the Sermon on the Mount the Lord
said that not only is adultery sin, but
a desire, however fleeting, to commit
adultery is sin; not only is murder
sin, but a passing malicious thought
is sin. Not only our actions but also
our inner desires are sinful. Man may
look on the outside but the Lord
looks at the heart. 

When the Father looked on the
heart of the Lord Jesus He saw per-
fection. Was this not the Father’s tes-
timony concerning His Son? “This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased” (Mt. 3:17). And is it not sig-
nificant that the very next words are:
“Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of
the devil”? The Father declared His
complete satisfaction in His Son,
then He sent His Son into the wilder-
ness to be tested by the devil. The
Father declared that Christ was the
Son of God and then the devil tested
Him to see if it was so. 

The devil began his tests with, “If
Thou be the Son of God...” But in
spite of the devil’s motives for the
tests, we see the Father’s motives
clearly enough. The Father wasn’t
“experimenting” to see if Christ was
capable of sin. The Father was

external temptations—tests or trials
that a person is put through by others.

But there is another kind of temp-
tation with which we are all too
familiar: internal temptation. This is
a desire born in our hearts to surren-
der to the pressures brought to bear
on us. The first kind of temptation
comes from the outside; the second
from the inside. 

An example may help. The adver-
tising world is constantly tempting us
to buy various products. We may see
fifty ads a day that offer us external
temptation. But not all of those ads
produce an internal temptation
because not all of the products actu-
ally appeal to us. External temptation
is constant but it can only affect us if
there is internal temptation to
respond to it.

This is where we must keep in
mind the warning not to assume that,
because we experience something as
fallen human beings, Christ experi-
enced it, too. Sadly, in our lives exter-
nal temptation and internal tempta-
tion are usually partners. This can
cause us to automatically assume that
all temptation is internal. As soon as
someone says he was tempted, we
assume he means that he felt an inner
desire to surrender to the pressure to
sin. So it follows that when we read
Christ was tempted, we might jump
to the conclusion that this refers to
internal temptation. But we have seen
that the Bible frequently (in fact, usu-
ally) uses the word temptation in the
external sense. 

So it is with the temptation of
Christ. Our Lord was tested by the
devil and tested by the Pharisees, but
there was never anything in Him that

ll Christians agree that
the Lord Jesus did not
sin while He was on
the earth, but sooner or
later most Christians

face the question, “Could He have
sinned?” This is an important ques-
tion and, as we consider it, reverence
reminds us that “the place whereon
[we] stand is holy ground.” There is
no more sacred a subject than God’s
beloved Son. 

What is temptation? The issue of
whether or not the Lord Jesus could
have sinned goes hand-in-hand with
the issue of temptation. When the
Bible tells us that Christ was tempted
(Heb. 4:15), what does it mean? It is
at this point we encounter our first
danger: we must be very careful that
we do not impute to Christ the expe-
riences and feelings we have as fallen
creatures. Too often when consider-
ing this issue men start not with the
Bible, but with their own personal
experiences with temptation (as fall-
en men) and reason back to Christ.
This is the course of disaster.

The word used of the temptations
of Christ means “to make proof of,
attempt, test, tempt.” This word is fre-
quently used of the Pharisees’ testing
of Christ (Mt. 16:1), of Israel’s test-
ing of the Lord (Heb. 3:9) and of
God’s testing of Abraham (Heb.
11:17). These are external tempta-
tions—they come from outside of the
person. External temptations are the
tests that others can make of us. Most
of the instances of the word for
“temptation” in the Bible refer to
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ChristÕs impeccability
It is agreed that He “did no sin” (1 Pet. 2:22).
But it is also true that “in Him is no sin” (l Jn. 3:5).

D O C T R I N A L

A
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Furthermore we read in James 1:13 that “God cannot be
tempted [internally] with evil.” It is impossible for God to
feel any desire to sin. Since “in [Christ] dwelleth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9), it is impossi-
ble for Christ to sin or be tempted (internally) to sin.
Christ is not two people—a man who could sin and God
who could not. In Christ we see deity and humanity unit-
ed in one glorious Person. 

Also, the Lord Jesus is a member of the Godhead and
therefore it is impossible for Him to act independently of
the Father and the Holy Spirit. He said that “the Son can
do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do:
for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise” (Jn. 5:19). How could anyone say that Christ
could have sinned when Christ said that He can only do
those things which He sees the Father doing?

It was impossible for the Lord Jesus to sin because He
is completely holy. This is the testimony of the Father, the
Holy Spirit, the seraphim, angels, men and demons.
Being holy means more than simply not sinning. Since
Christ is holy He hates sin: “Thou hast loved righteous-
ness, and hated iniquity” (Heb. 1:9). Sin could not possi-
bly appeal to Christ in any way. When God gave the Law
He did not make up commandments at random.The com-
mandments He gave flowed from His character. How
could Christ even desire to sin when sin is the antithesis
of His nature?

Acknowledging the holiness of Christ helps us to
answer another question sometimes raised: “If Adam was
unfallen and he sinned, couldn’t Christ have sinned even
though He didn’t have a sin nature?” This question may
seem troubling at first, but not when we consider the
holiness of Christ. Again we must be careful to recognize
that the humanity of the Lord Jesus was not like Adam’s
humanity, even before Adam fell. Adam was innocent,
not knowing good and evil (Gen. 3:5), but Christ knew
the difference between good and evil, and loathed evil
(Heb. 1:9). In fact, when we examine the two passages in
the Bible that compare Adam to Christ (Rom. 5 and 1
Cor. 15), we note that the focus in both those passages is
not the similarities between Adam and Christ, but the dif-
ferences! Imagine our desperate plight if the humanity of
the Lord were no greater than Adam’s unfallen humanity.
He would still be able to sin today, and we would be able
to sin in eternity for “when He shall appear, we shall be
like Him; for we shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2). 

It was impossible for the Lord Jesus to sin because He
is unchangeable. “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). This tells us that since it
was impossible for Christ to sin before His incarnation,
then it was impossible for Him to sin during His incarna-
tion. But it cuts another way, too. If Christ could have

demonstrating to everyone that Christ is the Son of God,
and that God’s delight in Him was completely justified.
This is the significance of the testings of Christ: they
proved that He was who He claimed to be. Just as a jew-
eler may scratch a diamond across glass to prove that it
is a diamond, so the Father sent His beloved Son to be
tested by the Enemy in order to manifest His Son’s per-
fection.

Let us then be very clear from the start: our glorious
Lord knows the full extent of external temptation, for the
devil and men tested Him in every way they could devise.
But Christ never experienced internal temptation, and
never will. There was never anything in Christ that could
possibly respond to the testings and enticements of the
Enemy. Is this not exactly what He said? “For the prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me” (Jn.
14:30). When the Enemy comes to tempt us, he finds an
ally within. But when the Enemy came to tempt the Lord
Jesus, he found there was absolutely nothing in the
Saviour that would respond to him.

“But He was a real man!” At this point some object,
maintaining that Christ could have sinned because He
was a real man. While defending the humanity of Christ
is a commendable exercise, it does not require us to
believe that Christ could have sinned. Is Christ a real man
today? Yes! And yet we all agree that it is impossible for
Him to sin now. Furthermore, will we be real men when
we get to glory? Yes! Yet we agree that it will be impos-
sible for us to sin in glory. From this we see that the abil-
ity to sin is not a necessary part of begin human. 

When people argue that Christ could have sinned
because he was a real man, they mean Christ was a man
like us. Yet the Bible says that although Christ was and is
a “real man,” He is not just like us. He is unfallen. His
temptations were “apart from sin.” He is absolutely holy. 

Our understanding of what constitutes true humanity
is skewed by the fact that we are fallen humans. We must
avoid the temptation to conclude that everything we
experience is a result of our humanity. We must distin-
guish between what we experience as a result of being
human and what we experience as a result of being fall-
en. Some things (e.g., thirst, weariness, etc.) we experi-
ence because we’re human. Christ shared in these. But
some things (e.g., sickness, fear, desire to sin, making
mistakes, etc.) we experience because we’re fallen.
Christ shared in none of these—not because He wasn’t a
real man but because He wasn’t a fallen man.

But there are other reasons why we know it was
impossible for Christ to sin:

It was impossible for the Lord Jesus to sin because He
is God. The Bible makes it clear that God cannot sin. For
instance, God cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18).
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conclude that God’s entire plan of redemption was (and
still is) at risk; that both God and our redemption could
have failed at any time. and still might. We can only have
confidence in God and our salvation as we recognize that
our Lord is absolutely trustworthy with no possibility of
failure.

4. Those who suggest it was possible for Christ to sin
tell us that it ought to encourage us in our temptations to
remember that Christ was “just like us.” The problem is
that when we’re feeling tempted the last thing we need is
someone just like us. We’re the problem! Victory over sin
in our life comes in recognizing the supremacy of Christ.
Believing that Christ could have sinned weakens us.

5. Our view of Christ affects our Christian walk (2
Cor. 3:18). A low view of Christ will inevitably have a
negative influence on our lives, and will cheapen our
worship of Him.

6. We are all quick to defend the reputation of those
we love, whether family or friends. Ought we not be even
more quick to defend the reputation of the One who died
for us? There are many good reasons for defending His
impeccability, but the greatest of these is love.

sinned when He walked the earth, then it is still possible
for Him to sin since He is unchangeable! Such a thought
is too terrible to countenance. It would mean that our sal-
vation would be forever in doubt since our Saviour could
fail at anytime. Thankfully our salvation is eternally
secure since the Lord Jesus is now and always has been
completely immune to sin.

Does this really matter? We all agree that Christ did-
n’t sin, so isn’t this all just hypothetical? What possible
difference could this make to our daily lives? Let me sug-
gest a few reasons why it’s important for us to stand up
for the impeccable holiness of Christ.

1. As we begin to appreciate how detestable sin is to
God—so detestable that He went to the Cross to do away
with it—we will also begin to appreciate what an insult it
is to Him to suggest that He could ever have even desired
to sin. To reconcile Christ and sin requires us to have
very little comprehension about either.

2. Believing that Christ felt the inward desire to sin
allows us to feel comfortable about our lusts as long as
we don’t act on them.

3. Believing that Christ could have sinned leads us to
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CHRISTÕS IMPECCABILITY

Four incidents, the most extreme of their class, serve
to illustrate how Christ’s nature was impervious to sin.

PHYSICAL DEFILEMENT (Lk. 5:12-13): The “man full
of leprosy,” who sought healing from the Lord, repre-
sents the worst form of that most loathsome of all phys-
ical diseases, yet the Lord Jesus did not hesitate to “put
forth His hand and touch him,” unafraid of any
contamination passing to Himself from the contact.
From the presence of such ineffable purity, physical dis-
ease must flee away.

SPIRITUAL DEFILEMENT (Mk. 5:1-20): The case of
the demoniac of Gadara illustrates the worst form of
demon possession encountered by the Lord. From Mary
Magdalene seven demons were cast out (Mk. 16:9), but
this poor unfortunate was possessed by a legion (Mk.
5:9). Yet, as ever, demons were exorcised by the word of
Christ; contact was made with spiritual evil without
impairment to His own holy spirit.

MORAL DEFILEMENT (Lk. 7:36-39): The surprise of
Simon the Pharisee at the Lord receiving the ministra-
tions of such a notoriously unchaste woman is hardly to
be wondered at, from a natural point of view. That One
reputedly so holy should have allowed such contact was,

to him, incredible. Yet the miracle
is that in submitting to the atten-
tions of such a social pariah the

character of the Lord is actually adorned by the fact that
His essential holiness suffered no hurt in the process.

CEREMONIAL DEFILEMENT (Mk. 5:26-43): Contact
with a woman with a blood hemorrhage would ordinar-
ily result in the ceremonial defilement of the person
concerned (Lev. 15:19-31). Ceremonial cleansing was
essential; one not submitting to cleansing would be
judged guilty of defiling God’s sanctuary.

Although “born under the law” (Gal. 4:4, RV) and
careful, as a true Jew, to fulfill its obligations (Mt. 5:17),
the Lord Jesus, unlike all others, was only voluntarily
subject to it, inasmuch as “the law was not made for the
righteous man, but for the lawless and unruly, for the
ungodly and for sinners…” (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

Therefore by reason of His impeccable and impec-
cant nature, He was actually beyond the reach of the
prohibitions and judgments of the law. So, whereas the
secret touch of the unclean woman would, to all but
Him, have brought defilement and the need of cleans-
ing, there could be no imputation of ceremonial defile-
ment to Him, of whose nature the law was but a reflec-
tion. And not only was impurity in any of its forms
incommunicable to His perfect nature, but power to heal
went forth to the impure (Mk. 5:30). It was true Light
that dispelled the darkness; darkness, no matter how
dark, could never extinguish the Light. —A. E. Long

I M P E R V I O U S T O S I N



failing to ask counsel of the Lord. 
When Paul and Silas were

involved in an effective gospel cam-
paign, a demon-possessed slave girl
interrupted the meetings by continu-
ally crying out, “These men are the
servants of the most High” (Acts
16:17). Paul was grieved since the
message was right but the means of
communication was not. He saw in

this another ploy of the enemy to
confuse the message of salvation in
the minds of those listening, just as
he does today. 

It was through deceit that a man
of God in Jeroboam’s day was side-
tracked in his service for the Lord by
an apparently bitter and backslidden
prophet, the man of God tragically
paying for this single act of disobedi-
ence with his life (1 Ki. 13). 

Elisha’s servant who ignorantly
picked some wild gourds from a
harmless-looking vine during a
famine is also a picture of the enemy
at work (2 Ki. 4:38-41). When the
servant returned to put these poison-
ous gourds in the pot, the effect was

persuade Eve to violate the express
command of God and eat of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil—
his craftiness through the serpent
being an apt picture of his subtlety.
By deceit he is able to fool the igno-
rant masses through the work of false
prophets and teachers who are able to
transform themselves into apostles of
Christ. Paul reminds us: “And no

wonder! For Satan himself trans-
forms himself into an angel of light”
(2 Cor. 11:14). Certainly much that
passes for the Lord’s work in
Christendom is nothing more than the
active work of the enemy who is able
to sow tares among the wheat (Mt.
13:36-43) and mix the net of good
fish with bad (Mt. 13:47-48). 

The Gibeonites are a fitting exam-
ple of the enemy’s ability to deceive
(Josh. 9). Through craftiness, these
enemies of Israel pretended to be
ambassadors from a far country and
were able to effect an alliance with
Joshua and the rest of Israel, a pact
which proved to be disastrous, and
warns us of the harmful effects of

he apostle Paul warned
the believers at Corinth to
be spiritually alert, not
being ignorant of the
devil’s “devices” lest he

take advantage of them (2 Cor. 2:11).
Although they had been established
in the faith, this gifted but immature
assembly was admonished to be wary
of the devil’s strategies so that he
would not gain a foothold and mar
their testimony for Christ. Loud and
clear, Paul trumpeted the need for
spiritual vigilance. 

The same clarion call needs to be
sounded today. Believers must be
reminded of the spiritual acumen
required to recognize and resist the
ploys of the adversary so that they do
not become moral casualties.

It is both significant and reassur-
ing to know that Satan’s demise is
certain, foretold in the Scriptures. His
defeat was prophesied in Eden (Gen.
3:15), achieved through the work of
Christ (2 Tim. 1:10), and will be con-
summated in a future day when he is
cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). 

Despite the fact that the Bible
declares his defeat, believers are nev-
ertheless exhorted to stand against
the wiles of the devil to prevent him
from further hindering the work of
the Lord. To accomplish this, it is
imperative that we understand the
ammunition he uses in attempting to
destroy the work of God (Jn. 10:10). 

One of the most effective tactics
of the devil (and perhaps the most
commonly used) is deceit. It was
through deceit that he was able to
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not used coals of fire from the brazen altar as prescribed
by God and were struck dead for their disobedience. 

We can be sure of this—God does not want half obser-
vance or half obedience. Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5),
true believers who were also severely judged for partial
obedience in the days of the early church. They pretend-
ed to be telling the whole truth when they were only
telling half (How gracious God is to us!).

Mixing truth with falsehood can never bring God’s
blessing, yet how many are daily diluting the story of sal-
vation from pulpits across this land, changing “thus saith
the Lord” to “thus saith me” messages. Or worse, how
many of God’s people—followers of the One who said, “I
AM the Truth”—are like the priests in Ezekiel’s day
(Ezek. 8), secretly diluting the work of the Lord in their
personal lives while mixing with the ways of the world? 

God expects His Word to be wholeheartedly observed.
Even the Lord Jesus was challenged in this when the
devil suggested to Him to throw Himself off the pinnacle,
a clever maneuver to attempt to have the Saviour tempt
God—and bypass the cross (Mt. 4:5-7). The devil care-
fully crafted but compromised the quoting of Scripture.
How believers need to be reminded of the words of Hosea
4:6, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”

Another tactic the devil effectively employs in
attempting to frustrate the work of God is dissension. To
have “family” members fighting against one another for
inexcusable reasons hinders the spiritual progress of
God’s people. Certainly there are those instances when
action must be taken to maintain doctrinal integrity. At
those times saints are enjoined to “earnestly contend for
the faith” (Jude 3). But when personality differences,
strife, and envy, spill over into our service for the Lord
the effect can be highly dishonoring to the Lord. 

When Miriam and Aaron dissented against Moses’
leadership, the charge brought against him had an air of
legitimacy: “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through
Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” (Num.
12:2). The real reason? Moses’ marriage to an Ethiopian
woman (v. 1) did not sit well with his envious and ambi-
tious siblings. God settled the matter privately and
brought judgment on Miriam, the primary offending
party. What was the fallout from this unnecessary
episode? The entire camp was prevented from moving on
until after Miriam was brought back into fellowship (vv.
15-16). Such are the far-reaching consequences of dis-
sension in the assembly! 

Internal dissension however can be overcome to the
glory of God, as it was in the early church. When diffi-
culties arose regarding some practical matters of minis-
tering to the needs of neglected widows, the dissension
that emerged threatened to become a distraction and a

immediate and could have been fatal. The warning is
clear: God’s people need to carefully watch what they
pick up, especially when there is a “famine” in the land.
What may look harmless, but whose source is a wild
vine—that which clings to the earth—will have harmful
effects when it is introduced into the “food” of God’s
people. Flour, pre-figuring the Person of Christ (cp. Lev.
2) is the proper means by which the destructive effects of
false doctrine can be remedied. 

Another effective tactic of the devil is dilution—the
compromising of God’s Word and ways. When David
wanted to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to
Jerusalem, he was astounded when God took harsh
action by striking Uzzah dead after touching the Ark (2
Sam. 6). Because David had attempted to transport it by
means of a rolling Philistine cart instead of carrying it by
the divinely-appointed way, God halted David’s celebra-
tory “progress” toward the city, requiring him to initiate

a three-month period of biblical examination and self-
evaluation. This resulted in modifying his plan to agree
with God’s Word (1 Chron. 15:13-15). Once this was
accomplished, God blessed his efforts and David pro-
ceeded to Jerusalem unhindered. Without realizing,
David had diluted the Word of God by failing to do His
work His way, and in so doing negated his own good
intentions. Since God can never bless the compromising
of His ways, whether in matters of salvation or service,
we must change our ways to line up with His if we are to
expect His blessing. We can be sure that the devil will try
to steer believers to mingle God’s ways with theirs and in
so doing thwart the work of the Lord.

In much the same way as David’s incident with the
ark, the death of Nadab and Abihu occurred because they
were guilty of offering “strange fire” at the inauguration
of the tabernacle sacrifices in the wilderness (Lev. 10:1-
2). These two men, though privileged above others, had
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“And having spoiled 
principalities and powers,
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openly, triumphing 
over them in it.”
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diversion, twin tactics and an effective device of the devil
who surely snickers in the shadows as he throws more
fuel on the fire. But properly handled, much good can
arise from dissenting opinions and the multitude of per-
spectives that are characteristic in any meeting of believ-
ers. Regardless of the outcome however, each one
involved in a difficult matter has the responsibility to
honor the Lord in their actions and even more important-
ly in their attitudes.

Still another strategy of the enemy and a frequently
employed tactic is that of discouragement. What a devas-
tating tool this can be both individually and corporately!
Anyone seriously involved in the work of the Lord knows
how often this intruder needs to be beaten back. When
Nehemiah was told ten times by his own brethren that the
work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem would not be
completed because the job was too big and the obstacles
too many, he rallied the troops with some very simple
words: “Remember the Lord!” (Neh. 4:14). When we are
discouraged and see little fruit in our lives or in the local
assembly, we also need to “remember the Lord!” 

Elijah needed to be reminded of this after his out-
standing triumph at Carmel. Like so many after a stun-
ning triumph for the Lord, not long afterwards he took a
disappointing tumble into the slough of despond. God
was at work in his life and the lives of many others in
Israel—though he did not see those that had not bowed
the knee to Baal. His expectations were misplaced if he
wanted to see God at work, the primary cause of his
despair. God’s greatest work in the life is done by His still
small voice, not by impressive pyrotechnics. 

Like Jonah, Elijah’s selfish attitude was the root cause
behind his discouragement as he requested of the Lord to
take his life. Thankfully, the Lord did not answer that
prayer! To have given up in a time of painful and distort-
ed introspection would have been a horrible mistake, as
evidenced by the respect and measure of glory that Elijah
has had in the minds of Israelites after his life of service
was completed (Mal. 4:5; Mt. 16:14; Lk. 9:30-31).

Finally, dread is another weapon used by the enemy of
our souls to intimidate believers from wholehearted com-
mitment to the Lord. The first epistle of Peter reminds us
that “your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour.” 

Believers are exhorted to be sober, be vigilant, and to
resist Satan, being steadfast in the faith (1 Pe. 5:8-9). We
are not told to run but to stand, putting on the whole
armor of God (Eph. 6:10). All the resources are available
to the believer to do so. But some fall victim to dread. In
Philippians 1:28, we are reminded to “not in any way be
terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of
perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.”
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Running is not
the answer;
resisting him
in the faith is. 

Nahash the Ammonite is a graphic picture of the devil
utilizing this strategy when he came against the men of
Jabesh-gilead (1 Sam. 11:1-2). Responding to their
request to make an alliance, Nahash made a grisly offer
to put out their right eyes first, his strategy (and the
devil’s) to make God’s people loose their depth percep-
tion—and be come useless warriors. Samson also discov-
ered the blinding influence of sin.

Perhaps the most outstanding example of the enemy’s
strategy and the various weapons that he utilizes in battle
is seen in Sennacherib’s blasphemous assault against
Israel in the days of king Hezekiah. Interestingly, this
account is recorded in three separate passages (2 Ki.
18–19; 2 Chron. 32; Isa. 37). 

When word was received that Hezekiah had prepared
for this assault, Sennacherib sent his messengers to the
people to deceive them by saying: “Have I now come up
without the Lord to this place to destroy it? The Lord said
to me, Go up and destroy this place” (2 Ki. 18:25). 

Sennacherib, an avowed enemy of God’s people and
self-appointed “great king,” came against Israel with a
false message that the Lord was speaking through him—
the tool of deceit masterfully used. The next message
delivered said in effect; “Do not let Hezekiah deceive
you!” (v. 29). How confusing this must have been to the
people. Who was telling the truth anyway? 

It is the same question that many hearers of false
prophets and teachers must ask themselves in our day,
when bombarded with conflicting spiritual messages.
Even God’s people can be perplexed if not grounded in
His Word. But notice the response “...the people held
their peace” (v. 36). Amid all the threats designed to
instill fear and dread in their hearts, they neither faltered
nor did they debate the issue, but stood firm in what they
knew to be right. In time, the true picture emerged, as
Sennacherib blatantly defied the Lord (2 Ki. 19:10).
Victory came to  Israel as Hezekiah trusted the Lord. One
angel from the Lord slew 185,000 Assyrians in one night.

Yes, the Adversary has many tactics at his disposal and
many weapons in his arsenal. The “depths” (Rev. 2:24) of
his strategies and the ability that he possesses to frustrate
the purposes of God are indeed astounding. But the child
of God is not without a defense in the Lord. Through His
Word (the Sword of the Spirit) and by His indwelling
power, we have the means by which we are able to recog-
nize and resist his devices. How we need to heed the
words of the Lord Jesus: “And what I say to you, I say to
all: Watch!” (Mk. 13:37). Ý



no decision of man that God does not ordain to
happen exactly as it occurs. This includes war,

political corruption, injustice, immorality,
and sin. In his most important theological

work, The Institutes of Christian Religion,
which formed the thinking of his followers,
John Calvin wrote, “...we mean the eternal
decree of God, by which He determined with

Himself whatever He wished to happen with
regard to every man.”1

Following him, the intrepid reformer Martin Luther, in
his classic work, On the Bondage of the Will, defended
the view that God decrees all things, including the sinful
acts of man and Satan. “...We do everything by God’s will
alone, and by a necessity that is laid upon us...so that all
things still happen by necessity, as it respects us...since
then God moves and actuates all things in all things, it
cannot be but that He also moves and acts in Satan and in
the wicked...(the wicked) hurried along by this impulse
of divine omnipotency...Hence it arises, that the wicked
man cannot but go astray and commit sin continually;
inasmuch as being seized and urged by the power of God,
he is not allowed to remain idle; but wills, desires, acts
just to what he is.”2 

This theological perspective continues to be taught in
our present day. A. W. Pink, the hyper-Calvinist author
who died in 1952, writes, “Nothing ever comes to pass
except what He decreed.”3

The next logical step in this teaching of determinism
is to declare that God is the originator of sin. After the
death of John Calvin in 1564, Theodore Beza, professor
of theology at the University of Geneva, became the lead-
ing proponent of this particular error of Calvinism.
Through his far-reaching influence, this error became
accepted as orthodoxy and spread rapidly throughout
Europe. Unfortunately this doctrine, that God is the
source of sin, continues to be taught by many Calvinists
to the present day. This is the inevitable conclusion of the
teaching that God decrees and determines everything that
comes to pass. If one is to be a consistent determinist, he
must believe that the God that decrees eternal salvation
for the elect, must also decree the more repulsive acts that

he origin of sin has perplexed
Christians throughout history.
Many have asked: Since God is
supremely good, untainted by

sin, and infinitely sovereign over His uni-
verse, how is it that sin entered the world
which God declared to be “very good”? It has
been suggested that God could have created
angels and man in a state of holy perfection, so
it would have been impossible for them to sin. However,
this would have resulted in reducing God’s noblest cre-
ation to mere machine-like figures void of free choice.
God desires man to respond to Him through choice. 

God in His sovereignty gave to man a will to exercise
freely as an integral part of his nature. God will not
oppose His own will nor violate the nature He has
designed for man. However, Scripture reveals that man’s
choice is not always God’s will. How did sin enter the
world? It was through disobedience on the part of the
first man and woman to God’s revealed will. We read,
“By one man sin entered into the world, and sin by death”
(Rom. 5:12). God did not ordain it, but allowed it. 

It has been rightly said that man’s freedom of will
comes at a high price—war, crime, rebellion, and sin.
God determined this freedom of choice given to man to
be worth the price. This being said, we must never infer
that the freedom of choice in man can thwart God’s ulti-
mate will. This perfect will is the eternal purpose of God,
founded upon His all-wise and eternal counsel, which is
settled, ordained, and unalterable (Eph. 3:11).

In wrestling with this solemn question, some have
sadly concluded that God Himself is the author of sin.
This doctrine was set forth by overzealous followers of
John Calvin, seeking to validate his theology. To their
credit it must be said that John Calvin and many moder-
ate Calvinists did not hold to this teaching. Nevertheless,
its foundations are rooted in the writing and thinking of
Calvin. Calvin rightly believed in God’s sovereignty over
His created universe, but then took this important doc-
trine an unfortunate step further. He taught that God
decrees all things which come to pass. According to this
teaching, called Determinism, there is no event, no act,
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How then does Scripture reconcile God’s sovereignty
with the entrance of sin? We find that God certainly, by
virtue of His foreknowledge and omnipotence, has the
power to know all things and ordain all things, yet the
Bible teaches that He allows certain events and decrees
others, but does not decree all things.

Though Scripture plainly teaches that man can oppose
both the will and plan of God (Lk. 7:30; Mt. 23:37), mor-
tal man cannot hinder or thwart God’s ultimate plan for
this world. However, individually, man can decide not to
have a part in it. The Lord Jesus Christ will come again
to rapture the Church—this is His sovereign plan; but
some may choose not to have any part in it. The
Scriptures repeatedly state that man can exercise a will
given to him by God, and with that will reject the desires,
blessings, and privileges that God has for him.

Psalm 32 reveals to us something more of the eternal
ways of God. The psalmist states, “I will instruct you in
the way that you should go: I will counsel you with My
eye upon you. Be not as a horse, or as a mule which has
no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit
and bridle” (vv. 8-9). This verse may suggest to us that
God in His sovereignty does not want “mule-like” fol-
lowers. On the contrary, He wants those who will freely
accept His instruction and counsel. He wants relation-
ships with His people that are based on mutual affection
and love, not on coercion and force. 

God could, figuratively speaking, “bridle” unbelievers
and irresistibly cause their hearts and wills to do as He
pleases. However, it would result in bringing to pass “bri-
dled mules” without wills of their own, the very thing
God does not desire. God desires men to believe in Him
unconstrainedly through the use of the freedom of the
will which He has given to them.

Why is it that sin entered the world? It is the same rea-
son that some men perish and others believe in Christ
unto eternal life—the decision of man to act in rebellious
disregard to God’s will. We must set aside the notion that
sin entered the world by any desire of God; and in like
manner, the notion that God does not desire to save all,
for Scripture tells us that He does. But man can and does
reject God’s will and plan for him. God in His sovereign-
ty, designed man with a free will and, despite the fall and
ruin of sin, His divine purpose will not be frustrated. He
will not force men to believe, but desires all men to freely
come to faith in Christ.
1. John Calvin, Institutes, Vol. 2, Grand Rapids, MI, Eerdman, 1952, p. 206

2. Quoted by G.H. Lang, World Chaos, London, Paternoster, 1950, pp. 60-61
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have occurred down through the pages of world history.
This, according to many Calvinist writers, must also
include the entrance of sin into the world. 

The earnest Christian must recoil and reject the blas-
phemy of this God-dishonoring doctrine. One can hardly
imagine that Christians would publicly teach such a doc-
trine, but sadly it is true. Mark the words of Calvinist
professor Dr. John Fineberg of Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, who writes, “I hold that all things are
causally determined...God having made the choice, He
created Adam as sinning.”4

This seems to imply that God not only created Adam
and Eve, but that God was involved in the act of Adam’s
and Eve’s sin. This quotation is not written in isolation;
its author is one of many Calvinists who have taught that
sin is a result of God decreeing it in man. A. W. Pink,
presses this doctrine on his readers when he asserts con-
fidently, “Clearly it was the divine will that sin should
enter this world, or it would not have done so. God had
the power to prevent it. Nothing ever comes to pass
except what He decreed...God’s decree that sin should
enter this world was a secret hid in Himself.”5

Is this what the Bible teaches? How did sin enter the
world? In using the Scriptures as our divine compass, we
find they clearly teach that God is not the author of sin,
nor will He entice man to sin. The New Testament states,
“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth He any man” (Jas. 1:13). 

In another place we read, “Thou art of purer eyes than
to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” (Hab.
1:13). The careful student of Scripture will conclude that
God has never caused anyone ever to sin, for sin is always
the result of rebellion against God. “From whence come
wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your members?” (Jas. 4:1). 

Beyond a doubt, God is sovereign, holy, faithful, just,
good, unchanging, all-powerful, unequaled, above all.
Therefore, to ascribe, surmise, or to insinuate in any way
that God is the author of sin is to besmirch and malign
the surpassing greatness of His Name. In setting forth the
seriousness of this error, Bible teacher Harold Mackay
passionately writes, “Does God foreknow all things?
Absolutely! Does God permit all things? Yes! Did God
decree all things? No! There is no question but that all
God’s eternal plans and purposes will be ultimately and
completely fulfilled. But this is not to say that God
decreed all the intervening happenings in the history of
mankind. To infer that all the crimes, corruptions, atroc-
ities, tragedies, and wars that have stained the pages of
human history were according to God’s eternal decree is
too horrible a thought to entertain for one moment.’’ 6
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Once on a time a paper kite
Was mounted to a wondrous height,
Where, giddy with its elevation,
It thus expressed self-admiration:

“See how the crowds of gazing people
Admire my flight above the steeple;
How would they wonder if they knew
All that a kite like me can do!

Were I but free, I’d take a flight,
And pierce the clouds beyond their sight,
But, ah! like a poor prisoner bound,
My string confines me near the ground.

I’d brave the eagle’s towering wing,
Might I but fly without a string.”
It tugged and pulled, while thus it spoke,
To break the string—at last it broke.

Deprived at once of all its stay,
In vain it tried to soar away;
Unable its own weight to bear,
It fluttered downward through the air.

Unable its own course to guide,
The wind soon plunged it to the tide.
Ah, foolish kite, you had no wing:
How could you fly without a string?

My heart replied, “O Lord, I see
How much this kite resembles me!
Forgetful that by Thee I stand,
Impatient of Thy ruling hand;
How oft I’ve wished to break the lines
Thy wisdom for my lot assigns?

How oft indulged a vain desire
For something more, or something higher,
And, but for grace and love divine,
A fall thus dreadful had been mine.

THE KITE & ITS STRING
by JOHN NEWTON


